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Celebrate Black History Month with  

various campus events throughout February! 
By Andrea Nicolls  

Riderwood resident and AAHC member 

 
As many Riderwood residents know,  

February is Black History Month. It was  

originally created in 1926 by African American 

historian Carter G. Woodson and the  

Association for the Study of Negro Life and  

History. Known originally as Negro  

History Week, this  

special designation was 

made in order to promote 

the teaching of African  

American history in 

schools and to celebrate 

the achievements of  

African Americans in  

general. It evolved 

through the decades until 

1976 when as part  

of the United States  

Bicentennial, it became known as Black History 

Month. 

This February, the African American  

History Club (AAHC) has some exciting and  

important programs lined up for all Riderwood 

residents to enjoy and participate in. On  

Thursday, February 9 at 2pm and 7pm in the 

Encore Theater, the AAHC will be showing Ava 

DuVernay’s powerful, must see documentary, 

13th. The film explores the tangled, complicated 

history of the 13th amendment to the  

Constitution which ostensibly abolished slavery 

and involuntary servitude throughout the United 

States except as punishment for a crime. The 

film explores issues of race and social injustice 

while focusing on how an interpretation of that 

amendment is used to justify the mass  

incarceration of people of color today. A  

follow up discussion of the film will be held on 

Friday in the Montgomery Station classroom at 

7pm. All residents are welcome. 

On February 17 at 7:30pm in the  

Encore Theater, the Harry Bass Jazz Ensemble 

will perform music from the American Song 

Book. Harry Bass is a jazz vocalist and stylist 

from the DC area noted for singing jazz  

standards and swing. The Performing Arts 

Council and the AAHC co-sponsor this event. 

Tickets for the performance are $5.00.  

Throughout February, Riderwood  

residents may also enjoy reading the daily  

profiles of well-known African Americans both 

living and deceased on Riderwood TV Channel 

972. This year’s profile 

segments will be  

especially poignant as the 

person who prepared 

them, former  Riderwood 

resident and AAHC  

member Dr. Dorothy  

Stephens, passed away 

last year. Dr. Stephens  

prepared nearly 100  

profiles which aired over 

the years on Riderwood TV each day in  

February. Her work will continue through the  

efforts of  Riderwood resident and AAHC  

member Rebecca Griffin and her committee.  

Riderwood residents will also enjoy the 

talents of the display committee chaired by  

Levern Allen, Riderwood resident and AAHC 

member. They will be adorning the display  

cases  in the chapel and all resident buildings 

with objects and memorabilia dedicated to the 

theme Breaking the Code. In the past, especially 

during times of slavery and after, African  

Americans developed coded messages and music 

to communicate with one another to protect 

themselves and their communities. The display 

cases will highlight events and individuals,  

particularly those who lived before the Civil War 

who understood this concept. They include  

little-known authors, inventors, church leaders, 

mathematicians and musicians among others.  

Please tell all your neighbors, friends 

and relatives to join us during the month of  

February and enjoy all the programs that the 

AAHC will be presenting. We look forward to 

your participation.    

Valentines Day: Residents  

Jessie Herron and Don  

Hawkins share their love story  

By Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 

On Valentine’s Day our thoughts turn to 

love, courtship, and marriage. One of the newer  

married couples at Riderwood is Jessie Heron 

and Don Hawkins who have been married for 

two years.   

Jessie moved from Scotland to the US in 

1965. Don’s family were members of New York 

Presbyterian Church 

when Jessie first  

attended. Don’s  

mother in-law (Mrs. 

MacColl) befriended 

Jessie and often  

invited her to her 

home for a “wee cup 

of tea” and to share 

their common Scottish 

roots. Jessie explains, 

“we Scottish people 

take care of each  

other.” Jessie became 

an extended member 

of the MacColl family that included Don, his 

wife, Helen, and their four children. Don and 

Helen moved to Riderwood in 2003 and Jessie 

came in 2004. All three became involved in the 

Village Protestant Church. The Potomac Café 

became a common meeting place for a large 

group of friends. Sadly, Helen passed away in 

2012 after a long illness. 

Common interests continued for Jessie 

and Don. Jigsaw puzzles in the Village Square 

lounge after dinner were a frequent occurrence 

and their relationship continued to grow. 

Jessie and Don were married in the  

Riderwood Chapel on October 18, 2014,  

followed by a reception in the Celebrations 

Room. 

Don has continued his interest in wood  

carving and golf and Jessie “in helping people 

along the way.” And, yes, they can be found 

most evenings after dinner working jigsaw  

puzzles together in the Village Square lobby. 

We heard your feedback! New & improved Press Alerts available for order right NOW 

By Andrew Janosko 

Security Manager 

 

One of the many wonderful things 

about living at Riderwood are the safety  

features designed to assist our residents when 

they are in 

need. An 

example is 

our pull 

cord  

system. 

One pull 

on the cord 

and the 

Security 

dispatcher 

is alerted, 

sending 

help in the form of a Security Officer/EMT to 

that location. 

As many of our residents are aware, 

part of that system is what we call a press 

alert. This electronic button, worn as a  

bracelet or a pendant, allows a user to call for 

help when they are not near a pull cord or a 

phone. Approximately six years ago, the press 

alert system was upgraded from servicing  

only the inside of a user’s apartment, to  

anywhere indoors on Riderwood’s campus. 

The press alert itself was updated, and while 

the changes were viewed as an upgrade, there 

was feedback from many residents on how the  

device could be improved. This feedback was 

passed along to our vendor, and now we have 

a new edition of the press alert that we will be 

issuing to all interested residents. 

The new press alert is approximately 

60 percent smaller than the current version. 

The button is recessed to help prevent  

accidental activation, and when the button is 

activated, the pendant vibrates and lights up, 

confirming for the user that the alert signal 

has been sent. The button is water resistant to 

three feet, so it can be worn in the shower. 

The wristband material has also been changed 

from cloth to plastic, making it more  

comfortable to wear in a wet environment. 

The new press alerts are available for 

order right now. The cost of a new press alert, 

as outlined in the 2017 Ancillary fees is $125 

for installation, and $22 a month for service 

and maintenance. If you do not have a press 

alert and would like to enquire about  

getting one, please contact Security Dispatch 

at (301) 572-8391. If you already have a press 

alert, you will be provided the new press alert 

when your current press alert reaches the end 

of its service life. If you have any further 

questions about press alerts that were not  

answered in this article, please contact  

Andrew Janosko at (301) 572-8399 ext. 606-

2234. 

http://www.riderwoodlife.org/
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From the RAC 
 

This is a time of considerable change at Riderwood – generally  

hopeful and positive change. 2017 will be a year of groundbreaking for the new  

Wellness Center as well as major remodeling of Town Center. A major new resident 

information system, called MyErickson, is in the process of being rolled out even as 

it is being further developed. We RAC members are deeply 

involved in helping to plan and provide resident viewpoints 

to the Riderwood Executive Team. 

 Riderwood had a very successful year in 2016.  

Occupancy is up to around 96 percent. Financial  

performance continues to be good with a strongly positive 

operating ratio and continuing buildup of reserves. The  

latter is important to meet anticipated future cost increases 

including minimum wage increases and anticipated cost 

increases in labor, benefits and supplies.  

 Signature Dining, the new system of cook-to-order 

meals, has just begun. I have had several excellent meals 

brought hot and fresh to table after a short wait. Much  

remain to be worked out, so let’s all have patience while adjustments are made.  

 This winter thus far we have had several days of temperatures as low as 12 

degrees F. Fortunately during the past year a program of adding insulation was  

carried out. As a result, we have so far not had a repeat of the series of frozen pipes 

in apartments that plagued us in prior years. We RAC members are in continuing  

discussions with Administration about improved operation of the building  

management system. 

 Another major improvement program now underway is the installation of  

card-actuated external doors supplemented with automatic door openers for some of 

the most heavily used external doors. It will not only improve the quality of life for 

many residents, but it will improve security as well. 

 This card-based external door system provides an example of a significant  

program of improvements to help residents with special needs. A committee with 

RAC membership under the Resident Life Department develops and prioritizes a list 

of needed improvements for residents with vision, hearing, and/or mobility needs 

and advises management on the need to budget for them. 

 RAC must also plan for its own future. If you want to make a real  

contribution to the quality of life at Riderwood and are willing to make a serious 

effort, please consider running for RAC.  

     

 — Jack Wachtman, Liaison to Finance Committee 

Greetings from Administration 
  

“The Eagle has landed.” Sound familiar? It’s a sentence that  

entered history on July 20, 1969, when we landed on the moon. It has 

come to mind lately as just last month we lost Eugene Cernan, the last 

man to walk the moon’s surface in 1972. The work of NASA is  

especially meaningful to me as I’m the son of an engineer who was on 

the team that brought the television images back to earth.  I had a “front 

row seat” to much of the planning and  

preparation that culminated in quite a feat in the 

history of our country. 

 A feat is defined as “an achievement that  

requires great courage, skill, or strength.” I  

believe this past month we’ve experienced quite 

a “feat” here locally at Riderwood. It had much 

planning and preparation behind it….the launch 

of Signature Dining. What do you think?  Yeah, 

okay, maybe it’s not as historic. Nonetheless, 

our team here has achieved a significant,  

watershed transformation in dining for Riderwood. And, it has  

required courage, skill and strength….a feat. 

For years the voice of the resident has asked for more focus on 

food variety and quality. This is what Signature Dining is all about. I 

couldn’t be more proud of the team’s accomplishment. Is it perfect? 

No. However, we will continuously work hard to make our processes 

better. But, right away there are overwhelmingly positive comments. 

Here’s one that captures much of what we’ve heard, from the first week 

we launched. It’s especially gratifying as it comes from a resident who 

is known for giving well thought out, hard hitting critiques and  

challenges to the team: “Congratulations. A marvelous dinner, and the 

list of (always available) Signature dishes makes it clear that all future  

dinners will have something I like.”   

We’ll continue to make adjustments and listen to your voice.  

Keep the comments coming! We need to always hear what you’re 

thoughts are, whether positive or negative. It’s the only way we’ll be 

able to improve. With that ongoing commitment, we are very pleased 

to say, “Signature Dining has landed!”  Bon appetit!     

  

  — Gary Hibbs, Executive Director 

Observer   
     By Jim Feldman 

Observer says: I've reached the age where “happy hour” is a nap.  

Send brief anecdotes to jimfeldman25@gmail.com or put a note in my 

cubby,  VP 118, Village Square. 

Riderwood Reporter 

Published Monthly by the Residents and Staff of  

Riderwood Village 

 

The Reporter aims to appeal to our diverse  

population. Our priority is to inform residents about 

Community news. Articles are accepted and edited at 

the discretion of the Publisher, Editor, and Editorial 

Board. 

RIDERWOOD MEDIA EDITORIAL BOARD 

      Shirley Dearfield  Chris Taydus 

      Jack Wachtman  Kierra Patterson 

      Levern Allen                             Michelle Glodeck 

      Lew Rhodes                  Wendy Ferris  

RAC Information Office: Bob Boger           

           

   The Editorial Board establishes policies and  

procedures to effectively serve the community,  

publish The Reporter, and show programming on 

RWTV.   

 

Publisher                             Gary Hibbs  

Associate Publisher     Wendy Ferris 

Chief Editor           Kierra Patterson  

Editor                                      Avedis Aghguiguian 

Editor                           Chris Taydus 

Proof Editor                       Elizabeth White                 

Resident Writers  Mitzi Clark                                          

                                            Jim Feldman 

    Almeda Girod 

    Corrinne Lennox 

            Steve Mayer 

            Bob Merikangas 

            Mary Popkin 

    Martha Robinson 

          

If you would like to submit an article or have any 

questions about The Reporter please contact Chief 

Editor, Kierra Patterson, at 301-572-8399 ext:  

606-2077 or email Kierra.Patterson@erickson.com 

I am an addict – to  

catalogs, that is 
 
 I have to admit that I love catalogs. I order 

from them frequently. I like looking forward to  

getting something in the mail other than  

advertisements and bills. I was taught in grade school 

how to write a “friendly letter” but no one writes 

them any more. We send e-mails, tweets, etc. 

 There is one catalog that I order shirts from. 

I can’t find the kind of sport shirts I like in a regular 

store. I like a shirt with a square bottom that doesn’t 

need to be tucked in  and also has two breast pockets 

without buttons. I also get very comfortable lounge 

trousers from this catalog. 

 Moreover, they give you free gifts –  

usually junk but occasionally something really good 

like a flashlight I got recently with a couple of shirts. 

Okay, I admit it was the flashlight that attracted me. 

It was just the kind I had been trying to find for quite 

a while. The shirts are fine, too. 

 I have, on occasion, ordered things I knew I 

wouldn’t keep just to see what they were like. For 

example, I saw a smart watch advertised in a catalog 

that could take still photos and videos and also make 

audio recordings. I told one of my millennial  

grandkids about it and he advised against it because 

it would be hideously difficult to operate. 

 Well, I ordered it anyhow and guess what? 

There was no way I 

could get the thing to 

work. But I had the fun 

of ordering it and  

looking at it in person. 

Of course, I sent it back.  

 A while ago I ordered a few things from a 

catalog that seemed to be useful. One of them was a  

device you could use to support your back in bed 

while watching television. It didn’t do much for my 

back so I gave it to the Treasure Chest along with a 

few other items I couldn’t use but might be fine for 

other people. 

 I get catalogs from travel companies, and I 

love looking at them, but I can’t arrange travel on my 

own anymore. If I take a trip it will be  

arranged by our excellent Riderwood trip  

coordinator, Janet Birchfield. I need full service 

these days. 

 I recently got a catalog from a travel  

company my late wife and I used for many years. It 

offered a trip to Antarctica. I was tempted. That is 

the one continent I never have set foot on. The ad 

said you needed a doctor’s certificate of fitness –  

and be able to trek at least three miles over uneven 

ground in snow and ice. I know my Riderwood  

doctor wouldn’t “OK” me for that. So it’s never is 

going to happen. 

 By the way, did you know that being on a 

catalog mailing list is the surest way to achieve  

immortality? Try as you might, you can’t get your 

name off them. CAMPUS CAPERS 
BY R. WOOD 
 

I got this great 

tie from a catalog 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us/
http://www.riderwoodtv.com/
http://www.riderwoodlife.org/
mailto:jimfeldman25@gmail.com
mailto:Kierra.Patterson@erickson.com
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From the Resident 

Director’s desk 
By Pat Davis  

Resident Board of Directors member  

 
 Riderwood Village, like all 18 Erickson-

managed communities, is governed by a Board of 

Directors. In turn, all the community boards are 

supported by the National Senior Campuses (NSC) 

Board of Directors; and much of the work of that 

group takes place through its seven advisory  

committees. Most members of our own Riderwood 

Board serve on one or 

more of the NSC  

committees. For  

example, for the past 

year I’ve been a member 

of the Vision  

Committee. 

      This year I’d 

like to introduce  

residents to the work of 

every one of those  

committees by inviting a 

member to describe each 

group’s area of  

responsibility through a brief article in this space. 

Next month you’ll be hearing from Jackson Bain, a 

long-time member of our Riderwood Board and 

Chair of the Vision Committee. Other committees 

you will learn about in coming months include  

Audit; Budget and Finance; Governance and  

Internal Affairs; Diversity, Inclusion and Corporate 

Social Responsibility; Investment and Treasury; 

and Operations and Risk Management. The titles 

may sound dry and boring, but the work is critically  

important! 

      Throughout 2017 our Riderwood Board 

will continue to meet quarterly, with our first  

meeting scheduled for February 17th. In addition, 

Riderwood’s three-person Community Relations  

Committee (CRC), which is the arm of the board 

focused specifically on Riderwood, will meet here 

more frequently throughout the year. The CRC  

enjoys having lunch with a small group of  

residents each time we gather. If you’d like to join 

us for a meal please let me know. You can email 

me at patdavis122@gmail.com. 

The Erickson Living Values Team invites  

residents/staff to participate in Mission Valentine! 
By Heather Hicks-Mello 

Erickson Living Values Team member 

 

The Erickson Living Values Team 

(ELVT) would like to thank the staff 

for nominating their peers 

for the Erickson Living 

Values award! This is a 

great way to thank our 

staff for the wonderful 

work that they do every day. 

If you see a staff person going 

above and beyond their job duties, 

please pick up a nomination form, 

available in each community building 

at the bulletin boards, write their name and 

department, and write down the story of what 

they did. Then turn it in to any ELVT member 

(listed on the back of the form), drop it off to 

the Human Resources Department in Town 

Center or email the nomination to 

RWVELVAward@erickson.com. 

Our February value is Mission. Our  

mission is “we share our gifts to create a  

community that celebrates life.” We do this 

each and every day and the 

ELVT Team would like to 

invite all staff and  

residents to participate in 

Mission Valentine.  

During the week of  

February 6th, there will be 

tables throughout campus that 

will give residents/staff the  

opportunity to thank a staff member 

for demonstrating the mission value. 

Those that send a mission valentine and 

those that receive a valentine will be all  

entered in a drawing to win a gift card for  

dinner and a movie.  

Learn more about ways 

to reduce caregiver stress  

The Perfect Match: How working  

out with a partner can benefit you 
By Maquita Parker 

Fitness Coordinator 

 
It’s that special time of the year, dozens 

of flowers are for sale, hearts are everywhere 

you go, and love is in the air! Every January 

many people make resolutions to adopt changes 

to live happier, and healthier lives but these 

goals often fall short by the arrival of February. 

Often times the initial motivation to embrace a 

health conscious lifestyle can fall short for  

several reasons. However, working out with a 

partner can provide the accountability necessary 

to keep you on track with your goals. 

 Having a friend or significant other as a 

workout partner means you will always have 

someone to support your exercise efforts, and 

will be less likely to skip a day of fitness. Being 

around someone who motivates you will help 

sustain your commitment to your goals and  

increase your confidence in believing that you 

can achieve them. Whether you’re going for a 

walk around the community, participating in a 

group exercise class, or visiting one of the  

fitness centers; doing it with a buddy can add 

extra excitement to any ordinary physical  

activity. Many also find that pairing with a  

partner can help the time go by faster, making 

even the most strenuous workouts seem like “a 

walk in the park” just by engaging in casual  

conversation from warm up to cool down. You 

could inadvertently find yourself completing 

three miles on the NuStep or treadmill all while  

spending time catching up on current events with 

an old friend or a loved one. This could also lead 

you to not only meeting, but potentially  

exceeding the specific workout goals you’ve set 

for yourself. So start spreading the love, get a 

mate and make a date this month to stay on track 

with your health and fitness goals for the new 

year! 

If you want to learn more about the  

benefits of using the buddy system during your 

workouts, grab your Valentine and come out to 

“Cardio for Cupid” on Tuesday, February 14th at 

12:00pm in the Village Square Music Room. 

By Eunice Jallah  

Marketing Liaison  

 

Caring for an aging loved one is a  

necessary but difficult task. Would you like to 

learn more about ways to manage and reduce 

the stress associated with caring for your loved 

one? Join Jennifer FitzPatrick of Jenerations 

Health Education Inc., along with members of 

the Social Work and Arbor Ridge Admissions 

teams, for a presentation on 5 Simple Ways to 

Reduce Caregiver Stress.  

Jennifer FitzPatrick will discuss both 

the realities of caregiver stress and the effects 

that it has on families. This interactive program 

will help families and caregivers reduce some 

of the major stressors involved in the caring for 

a loved one, while also addressing the effects 

on those receiving the care. Jennifer is the  

author of Cruising through Caregiving:  

Reducing the Stress of Caring for Your Loved 

One, and will be signing copies of her book, 

followed by a Q&A to review many of your 

frequently asked questions. For the  

convenience of residents and visitors, the event 

will be offered on two separate dates:  

Thursday, February 16th from 7:00-8:30pm 

& Friday, February 17th from 10:00-

11:30am in the Montgomery Station’s  

Maryland Hall. 

PGCC registration assistance returns to help  

prepare residents for the SAGE spring semester 
By Fran Patch  

Continuing Education Committee member 

 
It’s almost time to register for Prince 

George’s Community College (PGCC) SAGE 

Spring trimester courses. Spring courses run from 

February 13th through May 26th, 2017. Catalogs 

for the Spring trimester are available at the front 

desks. On-site registration assistance is one day 

only on Tuesday, February 7th from 10am-5pm 

(with a break from 12:00 pm-1:00 pm) in both the 

Lakeside and Village Square Computer Labs. A 

registration fee of $75 allows you to take up to 10 

courses. Online registration opens on the same 

day, Tuesday, February 7.  

The first section of the catalog provides 

complete instructions for registration. Most  

importantly, if you have never taken a PGCC 

class, you first need to get a PGCC Student ID 

number, and after that a username and password in 

order to register. Instructions are in the catalog. If 

you are a returning student, you already have 

these, but you should verify that they are still  

current by going to the Owl Link and signing in to 

your account.  If they are, you will get a 

“Welcome” screen.  If they do not work, you 

should call the PGCC Help Desk (301-546-0637).  

HELP IS AVAILABLE! If you need 

help getting a user name and password, bring your 

PGCC Student ID number to the Lakeside  

Commons Computer Lab on Thursdays from 3:15 

to 4:15 or the Village Square Lab on Fridays from 

3:45 to 4:45, and someone will assist you. 

Once you have a user name and password, 

you can register yourself online, or PGCC and 

Riderwood volunteers will help you register on 

February 7th in both computer labs. Payment is by 

credit card if you receive help registering at one of 

the computer labs. If you need to pay by check, 

only the PGCC representatives on site can process 

checks. Another option to get registered is to drop 

off a check and the completed registration form 

found in the catalog to Amy Holzer, Lead  

Community Resources Coordinator in Town  

Center, between January 23rd and February 6th. See 

the catalog for details. 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us/
http://www.riderwoodtv.com/
http://www.riderwoodlife.org/
mailto:patdavis122@gmail.com
mailto:RWVELVAward@erickson.com
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Get to Know the Department: Rehabilitation   
By Lois Errera 

Rehab Manager  

 

The Rehabilitation Department  

provides services to residents and employees 

with physical, neurological and cognitive  

disabilities or injuries to restore optimal  

functionality in daily life. This is done through 

individualized evaluations and treatment to 

address each person’s unique needs.  

Outpatient (OP) Rehab has offices in  

Montgomery Station and Arbor Ridge.  

Inpatient Rehab has gyms in Oak Grove 2 in 

Arbor Ridge.  

Our staff is dedicated to Riderwood 

and its residents. Many of our staff have been 

here for years, but we have recently added a 

few new people to our team who show that 

same spark of service and passion for  

excellence. Here is an introduction to this  

fabulous group of professionals:  

 

Rehab Technicians:  

Denesia Souvenir (OP)  

Ginette LaPlante (ABR)  

Rickea Quarles (OP)  

 

Speech Language Pathologists:  

Diane Morehead (OP, ABR)  

Becky Kropp (ABR)  

 

Occupational Therapists:  

Yvonne Roberts (ABR)  

Marie Dixon (OP, ABR)  

Maria Rehmann (ABR)  

 

Certified Occupational Therapy Assistants:  

Jackie Mathews (ABR, OP)  

Patty Kanaga (ABR)  

 

Physical Therapists:  

Deborah Andes (OP)  

Rachelle DeRamos (OP)  

Evan Crowell (OP, ABR)  

Archana Sapariya (ABR)  

Chad Jones (ABR)  

Karen Hill (OP)  

Garima Pandey (OP)  

 

Physical Therapy Assistants:  

Carol Miller (OP, ABR)  

Jim Newman (ABR, OP)  

Theresa Symonds (ABR)  

 

Manager:  

Lois Errera 

After 8 years, Writers 

Guild still promotes 

resident writing! Join 

them for a meeting 
By Martha Robinson 

Resident Writer 

 
 In 2009 a small group of residents formed 

the Riderwood Writers Guild. They were inspired 

by a popular PGCC “Write Your Own Story” class 

taught by the late Dorothy Sucher.  “The Guild has 

been meeting on 4th Mondays ever since,” says Ion  

Deaton. “It continues to be a place for us to read 

and share what we are writing and to encourage 

each other.”   

 Early on, Guild members decided to  

restart publication of Tales from Riderwood, 

which was silent during 2007 and 2008 when then 

editor Pat Beattie was no longer able to continue. 

As sponsored by the Guild, Tales writers have  

entertained readers with a variety of life  

experiences about tough times and light-hearted 

moments, about war, careers, and what matters 

most.  

A bound volume of Tales from  

Riderwood, containing stories and poetry about 

family, friends, heroes, careers, travel, memories, 

and ideas, is in each neighborhood library. There, 

you can read a spellbinder by Kate Lorber about 

getting her family away from artillery fire and out 

of Pakistan. Or look up Robert Mikesh’s piece on 

being trained to survive captivity and  

interrogation, and Frank Erk’s story about the 

greatest game in baseball. There are also essays on 

early computer music composition, what caused 

the Apollo 6 to explode, the evolution of magnets, 

and a recent discussion about the meaning of life, 

questioning if it is found in books, our minds,  

religion, and if we even need an answer. 

The Writers Guild invites all residents to 

its meetings— would-be writers, those who never  

expect to publish anything, and those who have 

been published.  Submissions to Tales from  

Riderwood may be emailed to  

iondeaton@gmail.com. Watch the bulletin boards 

for regular Writers Guild and Tales  

announcements. 

Riderwood’s Diversity 

& Inclusion committee 

presents its celebration 

program “Still I Rise” 
Barbara Baskerville 

African American History Club member 

 
The Riderwood Diversity and Inclusion 

committee invites you to its celebrations “Still I 

Rise” program on Tuesday, 

February 21 at 2:00 pm in 

the Riderwood Chapel. The 

keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. 

Zina Jacque will share the 

story of her distinguished 

journey. Dr. Jacque, a  

pastor, has served  on the 

staffs of multicultural  

urban and suburban 

churches, both large and 

small, as well as on the 

Board of Directors of  

several Erickson communities.   

This year’s celebrations program also  

features musical renditions by soloist Paul Forbes 

and both the Village Protestant and  

Resurrection Church choirs. Save the date and join 

in a joyous celebration of our diversity,  

unity and perseverance.   

Get answers to your questions about new HD cable boxes  
By Mickey Thaxton 

Associate Executive Director 

 

1. How many cable boxes can I get for my 

apartment? 
 Each apartment is eligible to receive 

one set-top box (larger box) and two digital 

converter boxes (smaller box). There is no  

added charge to your monthly bill for the cable 

service unless you upgrade to additional  

services.  

 

2. What is the difference between the two  

boxes? 

 The larger box, called the set-top box, 

has the capability to access “On Demand” 

shows and movies. The smaller boxes do not 

have that capability.  

 

3. Will the HD cable box work with my  

standard definition TV? 

 Yes, the HD cable box has outputs for 

both HD and standard TVs. Even if you  

currently do not have an HD TV, we encourage 

you to have an HD box installed, so that in the 

future if you buy an HD TV, you will be able to 

receive cable service in HD.  

 

4. I already have an HD set top box, when 

and how will I receive a credit? 

 After the conversion is completed,  

Comcast will remove the $9.95 charge from 

your account. 

 

5. If I have a DVR, will there be any  

changes?  

 No, if you have a DVR, you will  

continue to be billed by Comcast for your DVR 

service. Nothing will change. 

 

6. Will my remote look different with an HD 

box, as compared to my current one? 

 Yes, the new remotes for the HD boxes 

do look different, but are fairly simple to use. 

The basic functions of turning the TV on and 

off, adjusting the volume, changing channels, 

etc. will all remain the same.  

 

7. Will the channel numbers be different? 

 The channel listing for the basic  

channels will not change with the new box. 

However, if you want to watch the same  

channels in HD, the listing will be different than 

your current one. The new HD channel listing 

will be provided to you at the time of install, 

and will also be available at the front desk after 

the transition is complete.  

 

8. What does it mean that I am responsible 

for the cable boxes? 

 Each resident (or designated family  

member) will be responsible for returning the  

cable boxes when the account is disconnected. 

 

9. Why do I have to give the last four  

numbers of my social security number? 

 Providing the last four numbers is a  

security measure that prevents unauthorized  

persons from making changes to your account. 

If you do not want to provide the last four digits 

of your social security number, you may choose 

any four digits as your pin.  

 

10. How do I make changes to my account? 

 Call the Comcast Call Center at 1-855-

638-2855. 

 

11. How many new channels will be added 

with the HD service package? 

 82 new channels will be added with the 

HD service package. 

 

12. When will conversion take place? 

 Currently, we are anticipating a start 

date of mid-February. 

 

13. How will I know when the conversion is  

taking place? 

 The General Services team will send  

communications as to when we are anticipating 

switching out the boxes in your neighborhood. 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us/
http://www.riderwoodtv.com/
http://www.riderwoodlife.org/
mailto:iondeaton@gmail.com
https://riderwoodtv.viebit.com/player.php?hash=zkbqnQmkEXAH
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Join your neighbors & Community Resources 

department for the annual Opportunity fair! 
By Malisa Williams 

Community Resources Coordinator 

 

Save the date and join us at the  

Opportunities Fair to learn about our groups and 

clubs! Join your neighbors 

and the Community  

Resources Department for 

the Annual Opportunities 

Fair on Tuesday, February 

28 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 

pm in the Montgomery  

Station Maryland Hall and Chesapeake Room. 

   This year’s event will be…a piece of the 

puzzle theme so come and discover how you fit 

Nature Alert: Hospitality, greed, competition on my patio 

By Don Messersmith 

Member, Riderwood's Wildlife Habitat Management  

Project 

 

Nature Alerts are provided by Riderwood’s Wildlife 

Habitat Management Project (WHMP)  

 
When I moved into my patio  

apartment, I bought a small table and chairs. 
Later I put out a paper plate with 
raisins hoping to attract birds. 
Soon a mockingbird saw this and 
began coming for a few raisins. 
However, other birds soon  
discovered my hospitality and  
arrived to eat some raisins.  
Initially, these were mostly  
starlings and house sparrows. 
However, the naturally aggressive 
mockingbird had decided the  
raisins were put out only for him 
(or her). If another bird came to 
the table when the mockingbird 
was nearby, the intruder was immediately  

driven off. The mockingbird also trained me 
(according to my daughters). If the plate was 
empty, he (or she) would stand on the table 
staring into my living room. If I  
noticed the bird standing there, I would drop 
whatever I was doing and put out more raisins 
while the bird perched about five feet away in 
a small tree. As soon I turned to go back  

inside, the mockingbird was on 
the table swallowing a raisin or 
more. Two summers ago a robin  
discovered this free lunch and  
began coming regularly to the  
table, only to be chased  
occasionally by the mockingbird, 
if it saw the robin. However, last 
December a bird sat on the patio 
that the mockingbird ignored. A 
Cooper’s Hawk flew against the 
glass and was stunned. It flew  
onto the table and sat there for 
over five minutes getting its  

senses back together and giving me time to 
photograph it. 

Active Riderwood resident Sonia Pasis  

continues as a social roller skater even while retired 
By Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 

Sonia Pasis grew up living in DC and  

idolized Sonja Henie (Olympic Norwegian ice 

skater and later movie star). Her parents were  

Russian immigrants who managed small  

grocery stores around DC. Sonia went to five 

different grade schools as her parents moved 

from store to store with the family (including 

two siblings) living in the rear of the stores. 

Two weeks after graduating from  

Coolidge High School, Sonia went to work as a 

secretary for five attorneys on K Street. She was 

not experienced and recalls disconnecting a call 

from the mayor of St. Paul, Minnesota, on her 

first day. Her employers sent her to Strayer’s 

Business School to improve her shorthand and 

typing. 

Sonia began roller skating in high school 

and managed to purchase ball-bearing skates for 

$18.95 and began speed skating. A boyfriend 

bought her precision skates and she began dance 

skating. 

Competitive skating required travel and 

a more flexible government position with the 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) led to a 34-

year career with seven overseas assignments 

(Germany twice, France, Denmark, Vietnam, 

Greece, and Finland). Roller skating was not as 

popular overseas and so Sonia began ice skating 

although roller skating remains her “first love.” 

Sonia became an accomplished roller 

dance skater as well as an ice skater winning  

numerous national and international awards  

including the prestigious trophy as first place in 

the couples National Ice Skating Adult Dance 

Event in 1972 in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Sonia moved to Meadowbrook Square 

two years ago. Having been reared in a  

conservative 

Jewish 

home, she is 

active in the  

Riderwood 

Jewish  

community 

and is  

studying 

Yiddish (her 

mother’s 

language). 

She 

continues as 

a social  

roller skater 

as well as a 

sideline 

coach.  

Skating can 

be a dangerous sport and Sonia has had 10  

fractures and two knee replacements but states 

emphatically, “it has been worth every one of 

them.”  

Sonia Pasis (middle) pictured in 

1972 winning 1st place in the  

Couples National Ice Skating Adult 

Dance event.  

Sustainability: Recycling 

and Waste Reduction   
By Reggie Denis 

General Services Assistant Director 

 

Over the past ten years, Riderwood residents 

and staff have worked in collaboration to create an 

award-winning recycling program. Our campus has 

been the recipient of nine awards for outstanding 

achievement and individual effort in recycling. Over 

the past four years, we have seen our recycling effort 

reach a percentage ranging between 66 percent and 74  

percent. With a county goal set at 70 percent by 2020, 

Riderwood is extremely close to achieving this goal. 

However, in order to reach/maintain this goal  

consistently, it will require the effort and knowledge of 

all residents and staff at Riderwood. Our current  

recycling program has identified three focus areas: 

Resident recycling, Office Staff recycling and Dining  

Operations recycling. 

The residents’ recycling program produces 

the largest quantity of recycling materials. Collection 

of materials in front of resident apartments takes place 

on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. Residents are  

encouraged to set their recycling materials outside of 

their apartment doors on Monday and Wednesday 

nights. In addition, 16 recycling closets are available 

throughout the campus for residents to drop off  

recyclable materials in the event that you do not want 

to wait for the collection day. 

Riderwood office staff are equipped with a 

trash container and a blue recycling container for  

paper and commingled materials. A total of 60 

SHRED-IT consoles dedicated for sensitive document 

disposal are available throughout the campus. 

Dining Services recycles all food waste  

using twelve 32-gallon containers per kitchen, which 

are collected by a waste hauler (Bates Hauling) four 

days a week. All food waste is then converted to  

composting materials. In 2016, 642,000 pounds of 

food waste was collected from all Riderwood  

kitchens. In addition, cardboard, plastics and food  

metal cans are also recycled separately and  

transported to the central waste collection facility  

located across from the resident car wash. This  

process takes place seven days a week. Riderwood is 

one of only three senior housing places in  

Montgomery County with a recycling food scraps/

composting program.  

In order to achieve and surpass our desired  

recycling goals, we will need the collaboration of all 

residents and staff by adhering to the following  

guidelines: 

 Continuous education of new & existing residents 

and staff of our recycling program. 

 Recycling Closets: Trash should not be disposed 

of inside of the recycling closets. Once the  

recycling containers are contaminated, the  

materials are disposed as trash. 

 Understanding the recycling process: The  

collection of all recycling materials follows a  

process called “Single Stream”. Although  

residents are encouraged to separate Mixed Paper 

items (newspapers, magazines, soft cardboards) 

from Commingled items (metal cans, plastic  

water bottles, milk and juice containers etc.), the  

collection of those materials in front of your  

apartment combines all items into one container. 

This container is then emptied into a compactor 

and hauled to an off-site drop-off center for  

processing.  Sorting of recycling materials is then 

conducted in stages and automated machinery  

separates plastics, paper, metals, cardboards, etc. 

Single Stream reduces sorting efforts and has been 

shown to increase the recycling percentage by as much 

as 30 percent. It also reduces the collection cost and 

workers’ fatigue. Riderwood trash and refuse  

expenses have benefited from such savings. Over the 

past five years, we have consistently spent less than 

the budgeted amount every single year. 

Riderwood has also benefited from a dedicated 

Recycling Committee. The past three co-chairs of this 

committee were all recipients of the Individual 

Achievement Award by Montgomery County: Tom & 

Bonnie Balzer, Josephine Hearl and Louise McCauley. 

I encourage all Riderwood residents to  

continue supporting our recycling movement. The  

benefits are too immeasurable to ignore. The  

Recycling committee in partnership with General  

Services is always available for assistance, training 

and education. 

in someone else’s life; and be part of our  

activities! 

 Are you a new resident just learning 

about the opportunities at Riderwood, or a  

long-time resident looking to get more  

involved? Everyone is invited to attend the  

Opportunities Fair, and you will be able to meet 

and talk with group leaders about joining a 

group that fits your interests. Come and explore 

what Riderwood has to offer you and/or what 

you have to offer Riderwood! So remember, 

“You are a piece of the puzzle in the  

Riderwood community, See how you can fit 

in.. join a group.”   

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us/
http://www.riderwoodtv.com/
http://www.riderwoodlife.org/
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Conversation with Administration 
By Wendy Ferris, Associate Executive Director 

 

Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at  2:00 pm on Thursday, February 16, in Lakeside Commons’ 

Encore Theater.                      
 

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration  

understand what we can do to improve customer service. Questions and answers may be altered or rephrased for this column without  

changing the accuracy of the information presented.   
  

The following reflects the highlights of Conversation with Administration conducted in December:  

The following new residents have moved to  

Riderwood between December 16th & January 19th.  

                  

Sam & Joan Holtgraver (FC)       Sliver Spring, MD 

Frank & Mary Longwell (OP)           Glen Arm, MD 

Carol Cook (HS)           Oak Park, MI 

Bill & Mary Clarke (CC)       Greenbelt, MD 

Joel & Dee Aronson (HS)             Marriottsville, MD 

Jean Rinaldo (CC)                Rockville, MD 

Albert Jacobs (HG)           Silver Spring, MD  

Suzanne Sellars (HG)                        Hood River, OR 

Susan Carey (WC)                    Silver Spring, MD 

Mary Mccann (VP)          Silver Spring, MD 

Christa Griffin (HS)                     Laurel, MD 

Richard & Pam Turner (MS)           Montpelier, VT 

Donald McVitty (CL)             Pine Knoll Shores, NC 

Elenora Giddinds-Ivory (HS)          Washington, DC 

Gerard Loftus (BG)                       Silver Spring, MD 

Frederick Nee (CC)                       Greenbelt, MD 

Welcome New  

Residents 

Wendy Ferris 

Questions, Comments and Statements by Residents: 

 

1. When will we know the results of the  

Resident Survey?       
 We will be having a State of the  

Community Town Hall meeting on Wednesday, 

February 22 at 2:00pm in Montgomery Station’s 

Maryland Hall where we will be sharing the  

survey results as well as other items of interest 

such as financial updates with the community.  

 

2. What will be some of the benefits of the 

Comcast HD boxes that we will be getting?  

 You should expect a clearer picture on 

your TV. Those residents who already have HD 

will no longer need to pay for the service. It is 

an upgrade to your television service for no  

additional charge.  

3. Sometimes people take additional  

muffins out of the dining rooms and there are 

none left for people who dine in later.  

 We would like to remind everyone that 

we live in a community and need to make sure 

that our actions reflect that. Please be  

considerate of your neighbor and take only your 

fair share. We can also look into how we  

distribute food items that are fairly mobile.  

 

4. Are there updates for the Town Center 

renovations?  

 There will be a town hall meeting on 

Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00pm in  

Montgomery Station’s Maryland Hall to present 

updates for the Long Term Planning Project for 

Town Center.  

Announcements:  
 In updates with our Comcast service at  

Riderwood we will be switching to high  

definition (HD) programming for residents’  

television service beginning in February. 

Comcast will switch out residents’ cable 

boxes with HD devices. If you haven’t  

submitted your form to allow Comcast to 

enter your apartment for this purpose please 

do so. You can drop the form off at any 

front desk. This is a free upgrade and should  

enhance residents’ television viewing  

experience. Please look for more  

information to come. 

 In updates in our General Services  

department snow preparations are  

underway. Snow removal plans are  

prioritized for safety. The Chapel heating 

and air conditioning units are now repaired 

and working correctly. For the awning  

numbering project, the project has been  

approved in the budget and we will be  

moving forward with the plans. We would 

also like to encourage residents to call into 

its General Services call-in show on  

Riderwood TV. The program is aired the 

first Tuesday of every month from 10:00am 

to 10:30am. Give us a call as we would love 

to hear from you.  

 In updates for Resident Life we would like 

to welcome Riderwood’s new TV and AV 

manager, Chris Taydus. Chris comes to us 

from Oak Crest and brings many skills and 

nine years of great experience with him to 

Riderwood. When you see Chris, please say 

hello. 

 In our Sales updates we are having a very 

good year. We will be closing out 2016 with 

230 settlements, which is five above our 

business plan. It is also the highest year-end 

settlement we’ve experienced in many 

years. This translates to a little over 250 

new residents moving in. Currently, we 

have 64 open apartments, sixteen of which 

are on hold. This means we have only 48 

available apartments. This compares  

favorably to last year, when we had an  

inventory of almost 100 available  

apartments. We had a variety of sales events 

in the month of November. We had about 

100 priority list members. Our occupancy 

rate for the end of November was 96.0  

percent, which is phenomenal. We  

appreciate all the help we get from our  

residents who help to show prospective  

residents what a great place Riderwood is to 

live in. 

 For updates to our parking reallocation  

project we have been monitoring the results 

of the changes. We are working with some 

areas on campus that need further  

modification but overall, the new parking 

configuration has complimented nicely with 

the new exterior badge door project. Thank 

you for everyone’s patience during the  

transition.  

5. What fire stations service the Riderwood 

campus?   

 The Prince George’s County Beltsville 

Station 41Fire Company, the Montgomery 

County Station 15, Burtonsville and Hillandale 

Station 712 Fire Company respond to calls from 

Riderwood.  

 

6. How can I give driving directions to new 

visitors on campus?  

 At each corner on campus there are 

signs that gives directions to the five community 

buildings. You can direct your guests to follow 

those directional signs.   

Riderwood TV manager Chris Taydus explains 

what to expect from High Definition TV 
By Chris Taydus 

Riderwood TV Manager 

 

While the term High Definition is 

thrown around relatively frequently in today’s 

world, and its basic concept is understood by 

many, the specifics of the difference between 

the terms high definition and standard  

definition might be less clear.  

At its truest designation, high  

definition is simply a larger number of pixels, 

or the tiny areas of light on a display screen, 

making up the image you see on the  

television. Imagine you’re drawing an image 

using only dots. The smaller the pen, the more 

dots you could place, and the clearer the  

image would look to an observer. 

Standard definition television signal is 

made up of 213,840 pixels while high  

definition television signal at its lowest  

resolution (720p) is made up of 921,600  

pixels. This larger number of pixels allows for 

the image to be increased in size without  

losing as much quality. To take this concept to 

an extreme, the signal that feeds the world’s  

largest high definition display, the video board 

at the Dallas Cowboys’ AT&T Stadium, is the 

same signal resolution produced by most high 

definition Blu-ray disc playback devices  

available to consumers.    

High definition also brings a multitude 

of other features thanks in part to the  

information transmission rates that High  

Definition TV (HDTV) signals allow  

compared to its predecessor. Audio is much 

clearer in high definition because the audio is 

now uncompressed because a larger amount 

of audio data can fit in HDTV cables. HDTV 

will also allow viewers access to more  

channels that are HD exclusive and the full 

Comcast On Demand library of shows.  

To learn more about HD and the  

benefits that the new Comcast Xfinity HD  

upgrade will bring with it, head over to  

RiderwoodTv.com and watch the full  

Comcast Town Hall Meeting. 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us/
http://www.riderwoodtv.com/
http://www.riderwoodlife.org/
https://riderwoodtv.viebit.com/player.php?hash=T4ZyydxrqgcT
http://www.RiderwoodTv.com
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We have a choice about how we  

behave, and that means we have the 

choice to opt for civility and 

grace.  ~Dwight Currie  

- CommUNITY Living  

Committee 

Riderwood needs players 

for the 3rd annual Winter 

Putterland Tournament! 
By Tracy Fowlkes, CPT 

Fitness Coordinator 

 

Calling all miniature golfers! The third 

Annual Winter Putterland Tournament will be 

taking place on Wednesday, February 22nd  

from 10:00am – 2:00pm at Charlestown  

Retirement Community in Catonsville, Md. 

Charlestown, Greenspring, Oak Crest and 

Riderwood will be competing for the trophy 

and we 

are in 

need of 

players! 

There is a 

$25.00 fee 

which  

includes: 

 Entry 

fee for 

18 

holes of miniature golf 

 Hot lunch 

 Transportation to Charlestown 

 First Place Travelling Trophy 

 50/50 raffle tickets available for $10 each 

for a chance to win $1,000 and fabulous 

raffle baskets. 

Show your support and help Riderwood 

bring home the Trophy! Please register at any 

fitness center or by calling 301-572-8333. The 

deadline to enter is Friday, February 10.  

Difficulty understanding telephone callers?  

Captioning phones might help you stay connected 
By Martha Robinson  

Resident Writer 

 

If it is difficult to understand  

telephone callers, a captioning phone,  

provided through the Federal  

Communications Commission (FCC) might 

help you stay connected with family and 

friends and enable you to conduct business. 

A caption phone is like any other  

telephone in that it connects to a telephone 

line, you talk and listen to your callers. You 

dial and answer calls the same way. Similar to 

captioned TV, advanced technology is used to 

quickly convert and show everything your 

caller says, as it is being said, on a large,  

easy-to-read screen beside a big-button  

keyboard. The phone also maintains a list of 

recent calls as shown in the photo. Regular 

phones in the home continue to work as usual.   

The captioning phone needs to connect 

to the Internet the same way a computer  

connects.  The Internet connection is the link 

to the free captioning service. Installation and 

customer service are also free, paid through a 

fund administered by the FCC. This fund was  

established to fulfill the mandate of the  

American Disabilities Act to provide  

functionally-equivalent communications to 

people with hearing loss.  

The League of Women  

Voters sponsors Great  

Decisions program on  

foreign policy issues 
By Sylvia Raphael 

League of Women Voters 

 
On Mondays, twice a month starting  

February 20 through June 5, from 3pm- 4:30 pm 

in the Town Center classroom, the League of 

Women Voters of Riderwood is sponsoring a 

Great Decisions program on foreign policy issues.   

Great Decisions is a 50-year-old  

discussion program on world affairs created by 

The Foreign Policy Association. Groups across the 

country discuss eight critical foreign policy issues. 

At the end of the course, participants complete a 

national opinion ballot to communicate their 

views to Congress and the White House.   

Each participant will be provided with the 

Great Decisions briefing book for a fee of $22.50. 

Topics are: The Future of Europe, Trade &  

Politics, Conflict in the South China Sea, Saudi 

Arabia in Transition, U.S. Foreign Policy &  

Petroleum, Latin America’s Political Pendulum, 

Prospects for Afghanistan & Pakistan, and  

Nuclear Security. 

Please call Ruth Sachs, 301-960-9755, to 

register. The class is limited to 30 participants. 

Eligibility for a free captioning phone 

is a certificate of hearing loss signed by a  

physician, audiologist, hearing-related  

professional, or government/veterans  

program.   

The captioning service used by the  

resident writer of this news item can be 

checked out at www.CapTel.com. The  

Medical Center  

audiologist is 

familiar with 

this type of  

equipment and 

service. When 

another model 

did not link to 

the Internet,  

Riderwood  

Connect  

personnel  

recommended 

use of this brand. 

 

Martha Robinson discovered the  

caption phone and other hearing assistive  

devices after a sudden hearing loss made 

phone conversations impossible with family, 

friends, banks, doctors’ offices, and computer 

tech services.    

Winter Safety: Stay safe this winter season  
By Mickey Thaxton 

Associate Executive Director 

 
 Well, it’s that time of year again and as 

much as we all hope not to see bad weather any time 

soon, you can rest assured that Riderwood is ready.  

Whether it’s 2 inches or 2 feet of snow, our team is 

ready for the job! In an effort to set expectations, the 

following plans are in place: Snow removal is our  

primary task in the event of a storm 

1.During a snow event or active snowfall, 

the team will focus on main roads and main  

entrances to community buildings. This may mean, 

depending on the storm, that your secondary or side 

entrance may not be cleared right away. 

2. Sidewalks around buildings will be 

cleared during the storm, but please use caution 

while snow is still falling as cleared areas may get  

re-covered as soon as we finish. 

3. All secondary 

sidewalks will be taken 

care of after snowfall 

stops. 

4. Parking space 

clearing around cars falls 

outside of emergency and 

immediate priorities and 

thus those areas will be 

addressed after all other 

necessary clearing has 

been done. 

5. Our main focus during an event is main 

roads, main building entrances, emergency and  

delivery vehicle access, and open parking spaces. 

 You can expect emergent updates  

throughout the storm to be posted on Riderwood TV 

channel 974.  Depending on the storm, you may  

expect delayed or canceled services like  

housekeeping, transportation, and maintenance, as 

staff may not be able to make it in or are assigned 

snow removal or emergent duties. We will use our 

reverse 911 system (known as “Swiftreach”) to  

deliver automated messages to your home phone 

with updates about service that may be affected by 

the weather, or deliver a written notice to your  

package shelf as appropriate. 

 As always, in an emergency of any kind, 

you can expect Riderwood staff to do whatever they 

can to assist and, no matter what, your safety is our 

top priority. So, as we all keep our fingers crossed 

we don’t see that pretty white stuff this year, please 

know that if we do, you can sit inside and watch it by 

the fireplace as the Riderwood team will take care of 

the rest. 

 In the event of a weather emergency, our 

Emergency Systems remain in operation: 

 Pull-Cords/Pendants: If you are well enough 

and can get to your phone, a call to the Security  

Dispatcher will usually meet your needs. However, 

in an emergency, do not hesitate to pull your  

emergency cord or press your pendant in order to 

summon assistance. 

 Riderwood EMS: If you need emergency  

assistance for an illness or injury, please call  

Security Dispatch at 301-572-8391 or activate your 

emergency pendant or pull cord. 

 In the event of a weather emergency or  

other critical incident on 

campus, you can stay  

informed by monitoring 

our electronic bulletin-

board on Riderwood TV 

channel 974. 

 In some specific 

emergencies Riderwood  

Administration may call 

you directly using our 

“Swift Reach” system 

(please see your  

Residents’ Handbook for more information on 

SwiftReach 

 Note: You will only be contacted on 

SwiftReach if we have your most current phone  

information! For your convenience there are resident 

directory update forms available at all desks. Please 

complete the form and return it to your front desk to 

update your information at any time. 

 Remember that you are not alone! Although 

we may be safe and warm during times of bad  

weather, it is difficult for family and friends to visit 

our residents. This is a good time to check in on your 

friends and neighbors to make sure they are well and  

weathering the storm without difficulty. If you are  

concerned about a neighbor or friend, please contact 

the Resident Services Coordinator/Social Worker  

responsible for your neighborhood. 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us/
http://www.riderwoodtv.com/
http://www.riderwoodlife.org/
http://www.CapTel.com
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The following residents passed away  

between December 16th  January 19th.  
 

Elizabeth Foreman              CC              Dec.17        

Joseph Cunniffe              CL              Dec.19 

Dorothy Stephens               OG     Dec.19 

Selma Satten                            OP     Dec.19 

Wesley Olson                           CT     Dec.23 

Allister Whitman              CC     Dec.23 

Phyllis Prewitt               PV     Dec.24 

Sheila Stults                            PV     Dec.26 

Donald Tubbs                             GV            Dec.26 

Marcella Gevinson              OG     Dec.31 

Jenny Goon                           CT       Jan.2 

Milton Shoore                KC       Jan.6 

Helen Harrigan               HS       Jan.7 

Merton Stein                            WC       Jan.7 

Esther Kover                            RC     Jan.13 

Helen Brault                            OG     Jan.13 

Leona Sibelman               FR     Jan.15 

Virginia Garvey               OG     Jan.15 

Kathryn Jensen               RC     Jan.16 

Alma Berry                OG     Jan.17 

Rose Rossen                OG    Jan.17 

Ruth Napier                ET    Jan.18 

In Memoriam 

Visit the Treasure Chest! 
Treasures for gifts or just for you at the Treasure Chest,  

Terrace Level of Victoria Place in VSQ,  

parking lot E. 

Come see what the Treasure Chest has to offer. Sales for  

February on "Tea for Two" items. Also, meet the new staff 

of the Treasure Chest, Pat Lue, Director and Charlotte 

Gilchrist, Sales Manager.  

Articles to be included in the  

March 2017 Reporter deadline is  

Friday, February 10. Please send  

articles to Kierra Patterson in the TV 

studio or via email to  

Kierra. Patterson @Erickson.com 

Performing Arts Council salutes Black History Month 
By Beth Gordon 

PAC Producer  

 

Harry Bass, noted singer and jazz  

artist, will star in the February 17 concert  

produced by the Performing Arts 

Council. Harry and his  

back-up ensemble of four  

instrumentalists will delight the 

audience with music from the 

Great American Songbook.  

Harry started his  

performing career in grade 

school in Arkansas when he 

played the king in King Pudding 

Head the 1st (not a well-known 

show!) But when his family 

moved to DC when he was a 

teenager, he had starring roles in 

well-known musical productions 

at Coolidge High School  

including Guys & Dolls, Bye Bye 

Birdie and Pajama Game. After high school, 

Harry studied classical voice at the University 

of Maryland.  

Local appearances have included  

performances with the Washington Jazz  

Orchestra and at Blues Alley, Omni and  

Renaissance Hotels, and Mr. 

Henry’s Upstairs. He is quickly 

claiming a place in the  

Mid-Atlantic region as an  

outstanding vocalist and jazz  

performer.  

 The concert on Friday, 

February 17 will be in the 

Lakeside Commons Encore  

Theater at 7:30pm (doors open at 

7pm). Tickets ($5.00) will be 

sold on Monday and Tuesday, 

February 13 & 14, from 4:30 to 

6pm in all dining room lobbies 

and are now sold in lots A, B & 

C. This means that A ticket  

holders are seated first; then B 

and finally C. For the best seats, buy your 

tickets on Monday, February 13.  

By Henry Plotkin 

FMMC Director 

 

Musicians from the Friday Morning 

Music Club will perform a concert of chamber 

music selections in the Chapel on Sunday, 

February 12 

at 7:30pm. 

This is  

a society  

of gifted  

musicians that 

give top-notch  

concerts at 

venues around 

the DC area, 

and have played at Riderwood for some years 

to enthusiastic overflow  audiences.  

February's exciting concert will  

include a violin/piano duet, playing Bruch and 

Bartok, a piano soloist playing Scriabin and 

Schumann, and a classical guitarist. Doors 

will open at 7:00pm and no tickets are  

required. The Arts Council of Riderwood announces 

plans for first of three 2017 exhibits!  
By Suzan Wynne 

Arts Council member 

 

 The Arts Council of Riderwood is  

announcing plans for the first of three 2017 

exhibits. Residents and Riderwood staff are 

invited to the first exhibit that will open with a 

wine and cheese reception on Friday, March 10 

at 2 pm outside the Encore Theater at Lakeside 

Commons. The initial selections for display 

will remain at Lakeside Commons until early 

June, at which point, the display will move to 

Montgomery Station until September, and then 

be displayed at Village Square until December. 

Art work will be on display for nine months. 

New work will be selected for the 2017  

rotation in June and September. Due to 

planned construction at Town Center, this 

clubhouse will not be part of the 2017 exhibit 

schedule.   

 At Lakeside Commons, all forms of 

wall art will be displayed near the Encore  

Theater and in the Overlook dining room. 

Three dimensional work will be displayed in 

the cabinet in the lobby near the television. 

Display areas at Montgomery Station and  

Village Square are being readied for June and 

September exhibits.  

 Artists can apply to have their work 

considered by an anonymous non-resident  

juror. Up to three pieces per artist will be  

considered for selection on March 2. Artists or 

their surrogates will be advised whether their 

work was selected when they come to collect 

their work later that day.  

 Check RiderwoodLife.org, Arts  

Council of Riderwood for  the application, 

schedules and plans or pick up an application 

package at your front desk after Monday,  

February 13. The package  includes an  

application, a release of liability, and a  

timeline outlining the application and selection 

process.     

Upcoming Actors’ Studio features many  

favorite/most requested skits and monologues 
By Sue Aiken 

Actors Studio Chair 

 

The April production of the Actors’ Studio 

Players will feature many of the favorite and most  

requested skits and monologues that have been  

performed in the past. In addition, we will also  

include several new skits, monologues and music 

that we are sure you will enjoy. No memorization of 

the scripts or monologues will be required.  

As always, we welcome all residents who 

would like to perform, assist with props, staging 

and those who have technical knowledge with 

sound, lighting and camera. 

Casting for the show will begin on  

Monday, March 6th at 1:00pm in the Music Room in 

Village Square. Rehearsals will continue each week 

at the same location, day and time until the week of 

the show. 

  Beginning on Monday, April 24th, dress  

rehearsals will be held in the Encore Theatre. 

We look forward to having you join us in the  

Encore Theatre on Thursday, April 27th at 7:30 pm. 

Join us for an evening of fun and laughter. 

If you have questions, please contact Sue  

Aiken at 301-847-5376 or Selma Barnett at  

301- 890-4571. 

Friday Morning Music Club 

musicians perform a concert  

of chamber music selections 

Big Town Hall Reminders 
 

Wednesday, February 1– Long Range Plan/ 

Town Center Town Hall at 1:00pm in  

Montgomery Station’s Maryland Hall. 

 

Thursday, February 16— Conversation with 

Administration at 2:00pm in Lakeside  

Commons’ Encore Theater. 

 

Wednesday, February 22— 1st annual State 

of the Community Address with Executive 

Director Gary Hibbs at 2:00pm in  

Montgomery Station’s Maryland Hall. 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us/
http://www.riderwoodtv.com/
http://www.riderwoodlife.org/
mailto:Kierra.Patterson@Erickson.com
http://www.RiderwoodLife.org

