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Resident artwork featured by local art guild in Laurel, MD 
by Martha Robinson, 

Resident Writer 

 

 Congratulations Karen Benedetti and 

Sylvia Valentino! The work of these resident 

artists was presented at last month’s 48th 

prestigious annual juried exhibition sponsored by 

the Laurel Art Guild.  They competed for that 

honor among many artists from Maryland, 

Pennsylvania, Delaware, the District of Columbia, 

New Jersey, Virginia, and West Virginia.  

 One of Karen’s “layered acrylic” 

paintings greets visitors above the shelf by the 

door to her Charles Terrace home.  Inside, 

paintings are propped and hanging.  She paints 

with watercolor and mixed media, primarily fluid 

acrylic, using handmade papers, imported, and 

those she makes or embellishes.  The paint is 

applied in layers and built upon the surface of the 

paper.  Several are currently hanging in the 

Riderwood Arts Council exhibit at Lakeside 

Commons 

through June.   

 Her most 

consistent theme 

encompasses 

nature and the 

natural landscape 

using 

complimentary 

colors (with 

accents), with 

layers and layers 

of paint creating 

shapes to suggest 

images such as 

trees and 

mountains.  Karen and her husband came to 

Riderwood last September from Ohio near 

Dayton.  She was an elementary art teacher.  Her 

life as a full-time artist took off as their children 

grew older and she started showing her work at 

outdoor festivals and other venues.  She has taught 

workshops and exhibited nationally. 

 As a child, Sylvia spent hours writing 

stories and drawing pictures in her attic hideaway.  

She’s been painting and learning ever since.  Over 

time, after moving to Riderwood 14 years ago, 

Sylvia’s work has been exhibited here many times 

and in area shows. Her mixed media work “Walk 

at the Pond” won first place in the 41st Laurel Art 

Guild exhibition-her first juried show.  Inspired by 

Riderwood’s Swan Lake, it was created with 

watercolor, gesso, magazines, white pastel, pencil, 

ballpoint pen, and India ink.  Sylvia leads 

“Adventures in Art,” a small group of enthusiastic 

Riderwood artists who meet Friday afternoons to 

explore watercolors, pastels, color pencils, 

charcoal, acrylics, and other media.  They 

sometimes visit local galleries and attend 

workshops.  Exciting and colorful, mostly abstract 

works not yet claimed by her children and 

grandchildren, fill the walls of the Berkshire 

Gardens home Sylvia shares with Al.  

“Growth II” by Sylvia Valentino 

“Northern Energies”, by Karen Benedetti 

By Tracy Fowlkes  

Fitness Coordinator, CPT 

 

 The 3rd Annual Winter Putterland 

Tournament was held on Wednesday, February 

22nd, hosted by Charlestown Retirement 

Community. Riderwood residents had a blast 

competing in 18 holes of miniature golf against 

Charlestown, Greenspring, and Oak Crest and 

won first place, bringing home the trophy! It was 

a great time by all who attended and gave 

Riderwood an opportunity to socialize with other 

residents from their sister communities while 

having fun and making friends. Many who 

attended marveled at the theme displays for each 

golf hole built by the residents of Charlestown’s 

woodshop. The afternoon concluded with a 

delicious hot lunch and announcements for raffle 

prize winners along with the first place winner 

for the Putterland Tournament – Riderwood! All 

proceeds went to benefit Charlestown’s 

Benevolent Care Fund. 

 Be on the lookout for next year’s 

tournament to be announced late January 2018. 

All residents are encouraged to participate, have 

fun, and help Riderwood bring home the trophy 

again! Congratulations to our Riderwood 

Miniature Golfers!     

Riderwood wins inter-community  

mini-golf tournament at Charlestown 

by Almeda Girod  

Resident Writer 

 

 Caryl 

and Jacques 

Hadler 

celebrated their 

75th wedding 

anniversary 

recently. The 

courtship began 

in 1941 when 

Caryl (a student 

at Wilson 

Teacher’s 

College in DC) 

traveled with 

friends by bus 

to Annapolis to 

attend a “hop” 

at the Naval Academy and was noticed by 

midshipman Jacques.  The girls were 

affectionately called “drags.” Jacques grew up in 

Arndt, North Dakota, “with a population of six 

who were all family.” Caryl was a native of DC. 

 After their 1942 marriage, the couple lived 

in DC and San Francisco as Jacques served as an 

engineering duty officer. Later he went to MIT for 

a graduate degree in naval architecture. He 

resigned from the Navy in 1949 to begin a 31-year 

career with David Taylor Model Basin in DC. 

Jacques then went to Webb Institute in Glencove, 

New York, where he was named a Dean and 

continues teaching and doing research to this day, 

driving back to Riderwood for some weekends and 

college breaks. 

 Caryl volunteered at Washington Hospital 

Center for 40 years, as well as becoming involved 

with the Kuwaiti Embassy by helping place high 

school graduates with American families for one 

year to prepare them for college and life in the 

United States.  

 The Hadlers have had nine young men live 

in their home, and this has led to Caryl making 25-

30 visits to Kuwait. The students call her Yuma 

(Mother in Arabic) as do her family members. 

Referring to the Kuwait students, Caryl says “My 

boys are now grandfathers.” 

 Jacques designs beautiful, unique wood 

art. Caryl’s hobby is “people.” 

 Jacques designed their home in Bethesda 

as well as a vacation home on the Chesapeake Bay 

where their four children, ten grandchildren, and 

six great-grandchildren gather. Caryl says 

“Inshallah” which is Arabic for “God Willing” that 

their family may increase and that this special 

couple continues to enjoy life with them. 

Love knows no distance 

for Riderwood couple 

The Riderwood Winter Putterland Miniature Golf Team   (Photo Courtesy of Emily Fowler) 
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Observer 

  by Jim Feldman 

Observer says: The best 

things in life are free -- plus 

shipping and handling. 

Send brief anecdotes to  

jimfeldman25@gmail.com or 

put a note in cubby 

VP 118 in Village Square. 

24 Riderwood 

residents are 100 

or more years old 

Read on for more 

information about 

our community 
 

 Riderwood 

management took a 

census in February (they do this several times a 

year) and I thought you might be interested in 

some of the things it had to say about our 

community. 

 We have 2,490 residents, the vast 

majority of whom, 2,140, are in independent 

living apartments; 204 are in Arbor Ridge 

assisted living; 112 are in skilled nursing and 

34 are in memory care. 

 There are more than twice as many 

women as men -- 1,702 to 787, and one 

“unknown” gender. 

 Twenty-four residents are 100 years of 

age or older. Fourteen of them are in 

independent living apartments, seven are in 

assisted living and three centenarians are in 

skilled nursing. 

 The largest single age group is the 1,248 

residents who are from 85 to 94 years old. Here 

are the other age groups: 

 95—99: 188 residents 

 75—84: 863 residents 

 65—74: 155 residents 

 55—64:   11 residents 

 Those of you who like to check these 

matters will note that this totals 2,489. There is 

one additional listing labeled “invalid,” that 

brings the total up to snuff. 

 In 2015 (the last year for which this 

statistic was available) the average age of new 

residents in assisted living was 80.4 years. This 

compares with an average incoming age of 

77.8 years when Riderwood opened in 2000. It 

remained about the same in 2001, jumped to 

over 80 in 2003 and has been climbing ever 

since. 

 The average length of stay in independent 

living (IL) is 5.6 years but 629 of us have 

beaten the averages by remaining in IL for 

more than 10 years while 189 have been in IL 

seven to nine years. 

 That’s a snapshot of Riderwood’s profile. 

This is great place to be and they sure do take 

good care of us. 

CAMPUS CAPERS BY 
R. WOOD 
 

I’ve been at Riderwood 

10 years. Love it here. 

Riderwood Reporter 

Published Monthly by the Residents and Staff of  

Riderwood Village 

 

The Reporter aims to appeal to our diverse  

population. Our priority is to inform residents  

about Community news. Articles are accepted  

and edited at the discretion of the Publisher,  

Editors, and the Editorial Board. 

RIDERWOOD MEDIA EDITORIAL BOARD 

      Shirley Dearfield  Chris Taydus 

      Jack Wachtman  Kierra Patterson 

      Levern Allen                             Michelle Glodeck 

      Lew Rhodes                  Wendy Ferris  

RAC Information Office: Bette Martin  

           

   The Editorial Board establishes policies and  

procedures to effectively serve the community,  

publish The Reporter, & show programming on RWTV.   

If you would like to submit an article or have any 

questions about The Reporter please contact  

Interim Editor-In-Chief Chris Taydus at 

ctaydus@erickson.com or 301-572-8328          

Interim Editor-In-Chief 

Interim Editor-In-Chief 

Publisher 

Associate Publisher 

Associate Publisher 

Proof Editor 

Resident Writers 

Chris Taydus 

Avedis Aghguiguian 

Gary Hibbs 

Wendy Ferris 

Mickey Thaxton 

Elizabeth White 

Mitzi Clark 

Jim Feldman 

Almeda Girod 

Corrinne Lennox 

Steve Mayer 

Bob Merikangas 

Mary Popkin 

Martha Robinson 

 After the 

yearly Resident 

Advisory Council 

(RAC) election, 

the chair assigns 

each member a 

liaison role. In 

general, liaisons 

work with 

responsible 

administrators to 

learn about 

current 

department activities and to follow up on 

resident concerns and suggestions. Liaisons 

keep the RAC informed of any major issues or 

changes. 

 

Liaison Assignments for 2017-2018 are  

(Bold denotes the newly elected or re-elected 

members of the council):  

 Bud Bare - General Services 

 Bob Boger - Chair 

 Carolyn Compton - Resident Life 

 Dick Dowd - Secretary, Resident 

Concerns 

 Ed Gehres - Dining Services 

 Tom Kelley - Marketing, Human 

Resources 

 Bette Martin - Information Officer, 

Information Technology 

 Jack Wachtman - Interim Vice Chair, 

Finance 

 Suzan Wynne - Medical Center, Arbor 

Ridge, Home Health, Home Support. 

 

 You can learn more about the RAC 

liaisons from their reports on the Riderwood TV 

News program and from the RAC columns in 

the Riderwood Reporter.  

 

- Bette Martin,  

       RAC Information Officer 

From the Resident 

Advisory Council 

 I was having lunch with a 

friend recently.  He happens to be 

in his mid-nineties and has a great 

perspective on a whole lot of 

things.  He’s had, and is still 

having, a very successful and 

exciting life.  And, like all of us, 

there have been ups and downs 

and heartache.  There is a 

question that I like to ask people 

that live fully, positively and with 

purpose.  It is this:  What is one 

attribute that you’ve exercised in 

your life that has made all the 

difference?  Without hesitation, 

he said, “Optimism!” 

 I love that response!  He said that 

optimism was the key ingredient in the recipe 

for a full and successful life.  The term 

“optimism” is derived from the Latin 

“optimum” meaning “best.”  Whether you are 

16 and taking on your first job as a dining 

student here, or 106 and still setting goals for 

the future, we want to be the best we can be.  

That’s what we try to do at Riderwood. 

 And, to be the “best,” we can’t do it 

alone.  None of us are truly independent; we 

are interdependent.  I am thrilled that there are 

so many residents, staff, family, and friends 

who are “optimistically” looking to “optimize” 

Riderwood!   I know that I speak for the staff 

here when I say that we certainly can’t  

“optimize” Riderwood alone.  We constantly 

need the resident voice.  And, a key to 

accurately hearing the resident voice is the 

Resident Advisory Council (RAC).  

Congratulations to the new members who came 

on after a robust election with ten great 

Greetings from the Administration 
candidates filling five spots.  

And, of course, a big thank you 

to the recent RAC members 

stepping down after finishing 

their terms…Rita Hofbauer, Jim 

Dorsey, Maggie Kinnaman and 

Jim Torri….they certainly helped 

Riderwood tremendously. 

 I am certainly 

“optimistic” about the days 

ahead and the positive, “can-do” 

perspective that Riderwood staff 

and residents overwhelmingly 

bring to the table.  And this is 

even in the midst of trying days, 

difficult circumstances, and even deep 

disagreements.  It brings to mind something 

that Oscar Wilde penned regarding perspective 

and optimism:  “We are all in the gutter, but 

some of us are looking at the stars.”  Here’s to 

looking at the stars, together.   

- Gary Hibbs, 

  Executive Director 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us
http://www.riderwoodlife.org
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by Anne Blackburn 

Chair of the Wildlife Habitat Management 

Project 

 

 Spring at Riderwood is charming. The air 

is softer and smells of thawing earth.  The songs 

of birds returning from migrations and looking 

for mates and nesting sites surround us, and our 

many flowering trees and shrubs delight us.  We 

can't take any credit for the invigorating quality 

of the air, but some 

projects give everyone 

more to listen for and 

enjoy. Some bring 

together different 

resident groups and 

some reach beyond 

our borders.  

 Our birding-

related activities are 

good examples.  

Birding expert, Don 

Messersmith, oversees 

resident volunteers 

who monitor more 

than 50 bird houses 

(twenty were 

constructed as the 

Eagle Project of a 

local Boy Scout). If 

homes are damaged, our Woodcrafters provide 

repairs or replacements. Don and others also lead 

Bird Walks, reporting species spotted on campus 

to the Ornithological Laboratory at Cornell 

University which is conducting research 

nationwide to understand the impacts of climate 

change better. 

 Residents whose apartments have 

terraces or balconies or who have garden plots 

support desirable insects and birds when they 

choose plants preferred by Butterflies and other 

pollinators.  Judy Kneen leads the volunteers 

who tend the Butterfly Garden at the Chapel and 

can provide ideas. 

 Other residents add to the beauty and 

desirable habitat on campus by Adopting-a-Pot 

or joining the Aquanauts -- watering unirrigated 

portions of the campus. Jack Vargo of Grounds 

can answer questions about getting involved. 

 The Weed Warriors remove vines and 

other invasive species that smother more 

desirable shrubs and trees. Honeysuckle and 

other vines had so completely covered the lovely 

flowering Azaleas along the wooded path at the 

back of the Arboretum that the bushes were 

barely able to bloom. Once freed up by the Weed 

Warriors, the bushes once again are thriving. But 

this initiative needs new leadership if it is to 

continue. Anne Blackburn can fill you in. 

 Many of the projects through which 

residents can help make our campus even more 

beautiful and wildlife-friendly will have exhibits 

at our Earth Day celebration on April 18th. Do 

come and join in! 

Nature Alerts are provided by Riderwood's 

Wildlife Habitat Management Project (WHMP) 

(Photo courtesy of Anne Blackburn) 

by Pat Davis 

Resident Member, Board of Directors 

 

 Last month in 

this space a fellow 

member of 

Riderwood’s Board of 

Directors, Jackson 

Bain, wrote about 

National Senior 

Campuses’ Vision 

Committee which he 

chairs. This month I’d 

like to introduce you to 

another NSC 

committee, the Diversity, Inclusion and 

Corporate Social Responsibility Committee, 

chaired by Mary Helen Lorenz. 

 The NSC D, I and CSR Committee 

works with the Erickson Living Management 

DICSR Council to support diversity among 

Erickson residents and staff, and mandates 

efforts to make everyone associated with our 

communities feel welcomed and comfortable in 

them. Diversity includes race and ethnicity, age, 

gender, abilities and beliefs, and sexual 

orientation. The committee is setting up metrics 

to ensure that diversity and inclusion are not 

simply ideals but are values implemented at 

every level of the organization. For example, 

we’re moving beyond mandating that a diverse 

group of candidates be considered for every job 

to looking at the degree of diversity among those 

actually hired. Progress has been made, but there 

is still a long way to go, especially in terms of 

recruiting for senior positions. 

 With regard to social responsibility, the 

broad goal is for individual communities and the 

management company to be good citizens, 

caring for our own and our neighbors. This 

value impacts not only the extensive volunteer 

activities of residents and staff and the employee

-matching program, but also how the investment 

of assets accords with our values in, for 

example, the area of environmental 

sustainability. We can be proud of the work 

being done in this area at Riderwood and 

throughout the enterprise.  

From the Resident Director’s Desk 

If you’d like to include an article in the May 2017 edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter, please submit it to ctaydus@erickson.com before Thursday, April 13th. 

Nature Alert: Breathe, listen, 

enjoy—and join in 

by Mickey Thaxton 

Associate Executive Director 

 

 The British 

philosopher Alan 

Watts once 

remarked that “The 

only way to make 

sense out of change 

is to plunge into it, 

move with it, and 

join the dance.”  For 

the past several 

months, 

Riderwood’s 

Resident Life 

Manager, Fiona 

Divecha, has been 

leading an effort to expand the community’s access 

to information through the use of the “MyErickson” 

digital application, or “app” as it’s commonly 

called.  “MyErickson” is part of a long-term 

technology approach throughout Erickson’s 

communities.  It will include community-specific 

information such as activities, menus, transit 

schedules, and a staff directory.  Additional 

features will be added in future phases.  Of course, 

the intent of this initiative is to improve resident 

access to information and to make information 

available on demand in a way that is most 

convenient for the user.  In addition to the 

communication benefits, the use of the myErickson 

app has the added benefit of furthering 

Riderwood’s sustainability efforts by reducing 

waste, reducing our carbon footprint, and 

conserving resources. 

 An example of this secondary 

environmental benefit was realized in late February 

with the publication of the 2017 Community 

Resources Handbook, a guide to information about 

the clubs, groups, and activities available at 

Riderwood.  In past years, Riderwood has printed 

over 2,200 copies of the handbook; however, this 

year just over half that number were printed with 

the expectation that the difference would be 

bridged by the MyErickson app.  When you 

consider the fact that each handbook is printed on 

forty sheets of paper, that’s 88 reams that were 

saved, totaling 44,000 pages!  The financial savings 

amounted to nearly $240 – and that’s just for this 

year’s Community Resources Handbook!  Now 

extrapolate that to the many directories, pamphlets, 

flyers, and cubby-stuffers that are printed each 

year, and it becomes evident that the expanded use 

of digital technology will benefit not only our 

community, but also our environment. 

 But of course, the realization of these 

benefits requires a willingness to change on our 

part.  Many of us – myself included – have gotten 

used to accessing information in particular ways.  

Consider this edition of The Reporter: Did you pick 

up a paper copy or view it online?  What about the 

Resident Handbook?  In the near future, our desire 

is to see a marked reduction in the use of paper to 

communicate and to expand the use of digital 

pathways such as myErickson. 

 As of mid-March, 10% of Riderwood 

residents had access to MyErickson; our goal is to 

increase that to 50% by the end of this year.  Are 

you willing to be a part of the digital conversation 

here at Riderwood?  Are you ready to make the 

change and join the dance? 

Sustainability Corner: 

Are you ready to join 

the digital dance? 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us
http://www.riderwoodlife.org
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by Almeda Girod  

Resident Writer 

 

 Pam Silverwood was born with Spina 

Bifida Myelomeningocele (exposed spinal cord). 

Her doctors said, “She’ll never walk or talk; she’ll 

be mentally retarded,” and they advised immediate 

institutionalization. But her parents said, “no, she’s 

part of our family,” and took her with them to their 

South Chicago home. 

 Pam found her life’s 

work while attending an 

elementary school for 

handicapped children. Her 

classmates with speech 

problems told her that, in speech 

therapy, “we play games,” and 

Pam thought, “that’s for me!” 

After traditional high school, 

college, three years of teaching 

and a master’s degree, she 

landed her “dream job” at 

Walter Reed Army Medical 

Center in Washington, D.C.  

 She became Supervisor 

of Speech Language Pathology 

at Walter Reed, where she 

treated stroke patients First Lady 

Mamie Eisenhower and U.S. 

Supreme Court Justice William 

O. Douglas, in addition to the 

many Army personnel grievously injured in the 

Vietnam War. 

 Later, Pam married husband David Hack 

and they adopted an infant son—who is now age 

30, six feet five and working for Apple, Inc. 

 Most important to Pam, she’s lived a 

normal life—which turned out also to be both 

exciting and fascinating. She’s learned that great 

things may happen, if you hope and TRY. “The 

parent of a special needs child must both hope and 

do, and may have to say the equivalent of, “No, 

she’s part of our family; 

she’s coming home with 

us.” Your child or 

grandchild -- every child -- 

is depending on you for 

that.” 

 Pam says her 

parents were “the best 

parents on the planet. 

Without their support, 

without their love, hope 

and faith, their guidance, 

patience and perseverance, 

my life would have been 

totally different.” David 

says he was inspired by 

Pam’s life to write her 

memoir. To read the first 

20 pages of Pam’s memoir 

(FREE) go to 

Amazon.com, search for 

“She Will NOT Grow Out 

Of It!” and open the page for Pam’s book. Then 

click the link, “Look Inside.” 

Resident Pam Silverwood publishes memoirs 

on overcoming childhood health disorder 

by Performing Arts Council 

Promotions Committee 
 

 Alex Rybeck has been bringing top 

Broadway and cabaret singers to Encore Theater 

since 2006. For once, Riderwood audiences 

asked, could Alex just perform by himself?  He 

agreed to do so on Friday, April 21 at 7:30 pm. 

 Pieces by Chopin, Poulenc, and Lehar, 

plus original compositions, will illustrate how 

Alex’s musical career developed.  He grew up 

minutes from Riderwood in Kensington.  

During his high school years, he was director-

accompanist for musicals at Round House 

Theater and other Washington area theaters.   

 After graduating from Oberlin, he joined 

a graduate program in musical theater writing at 

New York 

University with an 

amazing faculty: 

Leonard 

Bernstein, Stephen 

Sondheim, Hal 

Prince, Stephen 

Schwartz and 

Arthur Laurents, 

among others. 

Alex has 

performed at the 

Kennedy Center and Strathmore, all across 

America, and as far away as Australia.    

 Alex has accompanied and arranged for 

such celebrities as Kitty Carlisle Hart, Roberta 

Peters, Tammy Grimes, Tommy Tune and 

George Abbott.  He will not refrain from 

sharing “inside stories” of these show biz 

legends.  He promises “a surprise or two” plus 

audience interaction. 

 Stars Alex has accompanied here 

include Faith Prince, Liz Callaway, Jeff Harnar, 

Rita Gardner, Todd Murray, Marilyn Hausfeld, 

Celia Berk, Jason Graae and Anna Bergman.  

This Fall he will bring Harnar and Sally Mayes 

in “Double Take,” a show that’s been highly 

acclaimed in New York.   

 Sponsored by the Performing Arts 

Council.  Tickets $5 on sale at all dining rooms, 

4:30-6 pm, Monday-Tuesday, April 17-18. 

Upcoming PAC performer 

highlights amazing career 

by the Riderwood Reporter Staff 

 

 The Friday before Mother's Day has 

been special at Riderwood for 15 years. 

Hundreds of residents, staff, and visitors join 

together to support the Benevolent Care Fund 

through multiple bake sales. Thousands of 

dollars are raised during a few hours of fun.  

 Plenty of preparation precedes this 

liveliness — and it's beginning NOW! There 

are telephone calls to make, plans to perfect, 

and papers to deliver. Closer to the sale, we 

need bakers, folks to work the sale tables, and, 

of course, BUYERS!  

 One way or another, there's a place for 

everybody to participate. If you want to get in 

on the early action, give Barbara Doyle a call at 

301-572-4466. You'll get a kick out of it. 

Spring bake sales 

in search of help 

by Gene Martin; PhD 

RAVAC Member 

 

 Riderwood Village has a great deal of 

audio, video, and lighting equipment in our 

classrooms and meeting rooms, Encore Theater, 

Maryland Hall, the Chapel, some catering rooms, 

and the Celebrations 

Room.  As you can 

imagine, a lot of work 

goes into keeping this 

equipment operating, 

making the specific 

equipment available, and 

the room set-up that is 

needed for a class or 

entertainment event or a 

memorial. 

 For a majority of events, this equipment is 

operated by a resident who volunteered to learn 

how and gives his or her time to make possible the 

events you enjoy. Of course, during the day, 

meetings such as “Conversations with 

Administration” are staffed by employees. So, both 

residents and staff members operate the audio, 

video, and lighting equipment.   

 In the past, having both groups using the 

facilities created difficult problems of 

communication and coordination. Additionally, 

resident operators varied widely in their proficiency 

with the equipment while training for them was 

informal when it was even available. Even with the 

best of intentions, operator error took its toll on 

equipment. 

 What replacements, upgrades, and 

redesigns would bring us up-to-date and resolve 

technical problems?  Who would recruit new 

operators? How would resident operators be trained 

to use new equipment? How best could those 

resident operators communicate and coordinate 

with the several administrative units involved in 

Community Resources, Catering, and 

Housekeeping? Would we have staff with a higher 

level of A/V expertise? 

Audio & visual to meet your needs 
 During the last year, three major steps have 

been taken to address these issues. A highly 

qualified audio engineer, Mike Frimpong, was 

hired. Executive Director Gary Hibbs chartered a 

joint resident and staff council to address 

equipment and coordination issues, recruit and train 

users, and consider future plans. And, with that 

Council’s support, major upgrades were installed in 

the Encore Theater, Maryland Hall, the Chapel, 

classrooms, and other venues. Operator training is 

getting underway. 

 Next month and in following months, we 

will report more fully on both the membership and 

activities of the Riderwood Audiovisual Advisory 

Council (RAVAC) and the improvements that have 

already been made.  We will report on some long-

range planning underway, and invite your 

comments on any and all of these issues.   

by Lorraine Priestley 

Member, The Night Owls  

 

 The Night Owls invite you and your 

friends to “April in Paris” Cabaret, an 

evening of music for both singing and dancing 

to celebrate the month of April and Spring.  

Back by popular demand is Mike Surratt, a 

well known entertainer and keyboard artist.  As 

the song says “Come to the Cabaret ….”.  

 The event will take place on Friday, 

April 28th from 7:30 to 9:30 pm in 

Montgomery Station’s Maryland Hall.  The 

cover charge is $10.00.   Tickets will be on sale 

in all dining lobbies on Monday, April 10; 

Thursday, April 13; and Thursday, April 20 

from 4:30to 6:00 pm.  Cabaret tables for 4 and 

larger tables for 8 can be reserved when 

purchasing tickets.  There will also be a full 

cash bar and munchies.   Please call Tom Kelley 

at (301)755-6164 with any questions or to order 

tickets by phone.  

Night Owls to take a 

“trip” to the Cabaret 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us
http://www.riderwoodlife.org
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by Andrea Nicolls 

Co-Chair, Riderwood Diversity and Inclusion 

Committee 

 

 This is a reminder to all Riderwood 

residents and staff that on April 6th and April 13th, 

the Riderwood Diversity and Inclusion Committee 

will present two Film Festival programs in the 

Encore Theater at 2 PM. As part of the Breaking 

Barriers series, both films center around the 

sometimes contentious issue of cultural identity. 

Each program will have a panel of reviewers who 

will explore the ramifications of the multicultural 

experiences presented in the films.  

 On April 6th, the film Bronx Princess by 

Yoni Brook and Musa Syeed tells the story of the 

coming of age of a strong-willed and ambitious 

African American teenage girl whose parents are 

from the West African country of Ghana. The 

reviewers for this film are Pauline Fraser, a former 

assistant director of nursing at Arbor Ridge, and the 

current director of nursing at Charlestown, who is 

from the West African country of Sierra Leone, and 

Drs. Eugene and Bette Martin, Riderwood residents 

who lived in Ghana and Ethiopia. Dr. Eugene 

Martin was a foreign service reserve officer on the 

staff of the Peace Corps. In Ethiopia, he was a 

program officer, and in Ghana, he was the country 

director. Dr. Bette Martin developed a mathematics 

program for Ethiopian Schools Television. She is a 

former professor and administrator at Gallaudet 

University and will be the discussion leader for this 

film. 

Cultural Identity Film Festival presented  by Diversity & Inclusion Committee 

Welcome New  

Residents 

The following new residents have moved to  

Riderwood between February 18th & March 17th.  

 

Richard & Katherine 

Loughlin (FC) 
Columbia, MD 

Jim Plutino (CC) Washington, DC 

Betsy Brener (CC) Washington, DC 

Boris & Inna Reichstein (CT) Silver Spring, MD 

Robert & Rose Ridgeway (CT) Beltsville, MD 

Peggy Liggett (CC) Claremont, CA 

Dee Shulman (FC) Silver Spring, MD 

David & Ilene Jacobwitz (GV) Bethesda, MD 

Margaret Cain (MG) Silver Spring, MD 

Sage Bassett (VP) Daleville, VA 

Sid & Nancy Lindenberg (MS) Silver Spring, MD 

Maureen Holtzman (CC) Severna, Park, MD 

Thomas & Mari Wanner (HS) Waldorf, MD 

Sandra Freelain (VP) Silver Spring, MD 

Al Morey (FC) Jarrettsville, MD 

Barbara Dubin (FC) Jarrettsville, MD 

Gerard Burke (CC) Bethesda, MD 

Paul Waldo (HG) Laurel, MD 

Noel Redford (HG) Wellesley, MA 

Hue Phan (CT) Melbourne, FL 

Art Prahinski (HS) Annapolis, MD 

Dorothy Earl (MS) Washington, DC 

by Julianne Jones 

ELVT Member 

 

 “Respect and Caring” are the Erickson 

Values of the month in April. These values are 

the foundation of the many great relationships 

formed here at Riderwood,  between both 

residents and staff members. By 

communicating courteously with each other, 

and trying to relate to others in an open, honest, 

respectful manner we all help ensure 

Riderwood continues to be such a great place to 

live and work. As the weather gets warmer and 

Spring arrives, we’ll all be “out and about 

campus more often,” let’s all keep in mind how 

important the values of respect and caring are 

to everywhere we go and everything we do.  

 The Erickson Living Values Team 

(ELVT) is excited to sponsor Riderwood’s 

annual Peeps Diorama contest, which will take 

place the week of April 17th. Each community 

building will be 

forming a team to 

design a creative 

display based on our 

theme: “Show your 

Maryland Pride, 

Peeps!” Each team’s 

creation will be 

displayed in their 

community building 

before the final judging on Wednesday, April 

19th. Come out and vote for your favorite 

peeps display in the Montgomery Station 

Lobby. We have a LOT of different things to be 

proud of in Maryland, so make sure you come 

to the final judging to see all of our teams’ 

great ideas and vote for your favorite! There’s 

more information to come – keep an eye out for 

our flyer!  

Respect and caring, 

a cornerstone of the 

Erickson Values 
by Rebecca Griffin 

CommUNITY Living Committee 

 

 The CommUNITY Living Committee has 

as its focus the enhancement of cordial, respectful 

and authentic relationships within the Riderwood 

community. Some of the Committee’s efforts 

have consisted of  Spirit Week, placing 

encouraging quotes in the living rooms, and 

addressing matters such as dog ownership and 

care, and elevator etiquette.  

 The CommUNITY Living Committee is 

considering a program at Riderwood that will 

familiarize residents and staff with principles of 

civility and the importance of implementing those 

principles within our community. 

Civility includes courtesy, politeness, and good 

manners as well as being constantly aware of the 

wellbeing of others in our environment. (We’re 

never too old to learn). For example, civility does 

not require agreement with others, but it does 

speak to how to handle matters with which we 

disagree. We need social support and social skills 

which will help to ensure that support. 

 The CommUNITY Living Committee has 

embarked on a program at Riderwood that will 

familiarize residents and staff with principles of 

civility and the importance of implementing those 

principles within our community.  Civility is very 

important as we respond to events in our lives. 

The Committee’s goal is to demonstrate and 

encourage civility through discussions, 

workshops, speakers and conversation. Are you  

willing to participate in this new undertaking? 

Our study guide for this project is Choosing 

Civility: The Twenty Four Rules of Considerate 

Conduct, by P.M. Forni, cofounder of the Johns 

Hopkins Civility Project. Civility is a project 

being studied at many agencies and communities. 

Locally, Howard County has a vibrant program as 

well as Goddard Space Flight Center and Johns 

Hopkins University.  

 Your response will be elicited through 

community groups and individualized inquiries. 

Stay tuned. 

Choosing Civility! 

 On 

April 13th, the 

film Barack 

Obama: Made 

in Hawai’i by 

Gloria Borland 

will explore 

how growing 

up on the 

island state 

shaped the 

person and 

personality of 

our former 

President. The 

reviewers for 

this film 

include Claire 

Kim, a 

Riderwood 

resident from Korea who formerly taught at a 

private Montessori elementary school in St. Louis, 

Mo. She was also simultaneously director of the 

Montessori Teacher Training Program and assistant 

head of the same school for a while. Also, she 

traveled to Japan and Korea where she trained 

teachers in Montessori methods. Richard Turner,  

the son of Riderwood resident Joyce Turner, is also 

a reviewer. He is currently the executive director of 

the Community Media Center of Carroll County. 

He lived in Hawaii for 14 years where he was 

initially hired to establish ‘Olelo: The Corporation 

for Community Television’. He and his wife raised 

their three 

children there. 

Joyce Turner 

will be the 

discussion 

leader for this 

film. She grew 

up in 

multicultural 

New York 

City, the 

daughter of 

immigrant 

parents from 

different areas 

of the 

Caribbean. She 

has spent her 

adult life as a 

student of 

various cultures, particularly those associated with 

island experiences. She has also traveled 

extensively throughout the world and spent lengthy 

stays in Hawaii to bond with her grandchildren.  

 Commentary about the April 6th program 

will be presented by Ian Brown, Vice President for 

Organizational Development at Erickson. While 

commentary about the April 13th program will be 

presented by Joseph Machicote, Senior Vice 

President for Human Resources at Erickson. 

 All residents, staff and their friends are 

welcome to join us for what should prove to be two 

intriguing films and some lively discussions. 

BRONX PRINCESS follows 17-year-old Rocky's journey as she leaves behind her 

mother in New York to reunite with her father, a chief in Ghana, West Africa.  

“The very essence of politeness 

seems to be to take care that by 

our words and actions we make 

other people pleased with us as 

well as with themselves.” 
~ Jean de La Bruyere  

 

- CommUNITY Living 

Committee 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us
http://www.riderwoodlife.org
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Conversation with Administration 
by Wendy Ferris, Associate Executive Director 

 

Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at 

2:00 pm on Thursday, April 20, in the Encore Theater at Lakeside 

Commons 
 

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns 

and receive feedback. They also help Administration  understand what we can do to 

improve customer service. Questions and answers may be altered for this column 

without changing the accuracy of the information presented.   
  

The following reflects the highlights of the meeting conducted in February:  

Questions and comments by Residents: 

 

1. Do you have an updated staff directory?   

We will find out when the updated directory will 

be ready.  

 

2. What do I do if I feel a draft in my apartment 

coming from my window?       

Please contact General Services, and we will 

address your issue.    

 

3. Can you explain the Choice Meal Plan or the 

Declining Balance Meal Plan and when will this 

occur?    

There is a certain amount of dollars in the month. 

The meals will vary in price. For example, a bowl 

of cereal and orange juice for breakfast will cost 

less than that evening’s prime rib dinner. Each 

meal will decrease the meal plan balance 

accordingly. In this fashion, a resident can balance 

their meal choices with the number of points they 

have remaining on their monthly allotment. 

Currently, we will be forming focus groups and 

start the process of getting resident feedback on 

whether this is a workable meal plan. There is no 

date set yet for when the focus groups will start.  

 

4. Can you give us updates on when our cable 

will go to high definition?  

Comcast started transitioning residents’ cable 

service to high definition in Charlestown in 

February. They experienced some challenges that 

delayed their completion. They have since worked 

through these issues and will soon complete 

Charlestown. The transition at Riderwood will 

begin in March, and we will benefit from the 

lessons learned at Charlestown.   

 

5. Can you tell me why the new badges don’t 

have our apartment numbers on them?  

The new badges are a corporate standard, and it 

was decided that to allay any concerns with 

HIPAA compliance, there would be no identifying 

information on the badges except for the resident’s 

name. From a security standpoint, in the future 

residents’ doors will also be accessible using the 

same badge. We do not want your apartment 

number on your badge especially if the badge is 

misplaced and someone finds it.  

 

6. What do we do if the card room is too cold?   
If any room is uncomfortable, please contact 

general services or any front desk staff, and they 

will make sure that the room temperature is 

adjusted. 

 

7. How long will the keys for the exterior doors 

continue to work? 

Please hold on to your exterior doors for the time 

being. They will continue to still work for the near 

future. We will give notice well before they will 

no longer work. 

 

8. I would like to commend our drivers who do 

such a great job transporting us safely and 

efficiently on and off campus. 

Thank you for those kind words. 

 

9. Can I receive a copy of the new Resident 

Care Agreement for a prospective resident? 

Please stop by the sales office and they will gladly 

assist you. 

 

10. How is a press alert alarm handled when I 

am not in my apartment? 

Security is provided the location from which the 

press alert came. Security starts there to find the 

resident. If the resident is not there, we will then 

fan out until we locate the resident. Sometimes, in 

the case where a resident may accidently activate 

the press alert and then leaves the area, and it is 

not possible for the resident to be located, security 

will go to the resident’s apartment and leave a red 

tag notice. This is because the press alert must be 

reset before it can alert again. The resident should 

contact security so that the press alert can be reset. 

 

11. Can you remind people to stop at the stop 

signs? 

Please remember to obey all traffic rules and stay 

within the campus speed limit.  

Wendy Ferris 

Announcements:  
 • In our Dining Department, we are 

glad to launch the Signature Dining program. 

We will begin to layer in specials on the 

menu. We plan on adding new specials every 

two weeks. We will eventually have a 

complete specials menu that we will rotate on 

a weekly basis. The goal for the special menus 

is to be able to respond to customer feedback 

quickly and to test future items. Please look 

for these great additions to your dining 

experience. After April, we will print and 

make available all of the campus menus in a 

packet.  

 • In updates with our General Services 

Department, we are continuing with our 

exterior lights repair. We have completed 

some underground wire work and are working 

with our vendor to finalize the remainder of 

the work. We are continuing our exterior door 

project and should finish the work on campus 

by the end of March. We will continue to 

distribute new badges to our residents. The 

flagpoles have been repaired, and the finials 

have been put in place. We have installed 

eight of the ten new heating units in the links. 

The last two will be installed at the end of this 

week.  

 • In our Sales updates, we started 2017 

with 95.8% occupancy. As compared to last 

January we have increased our occupancy by 

1.3%. Our business plan called for 14 

settlements, and we beat that by settling a 

total of  16 apartments. Our plan for February 

is to settle 16 apartments, and we are likely to 

settle 20 apartments. We should be very 

proud. Currently, we have 69 available 

apartments, of which 19 of them are on hold. 

We could not have had such a successful year 

without the help and hard work of our 

residents who show prospective residents 

what a great place Riderwood is to live. 

 • If you have a concern that someone 

is parking in your reserved spot, please let 

security know. We will make reasonable 

efforts to locate the person and request that 

they move their car.  

by Amanda Hixenbough 

Member, Earth Day Committee 

 

 Riderwood will celebrate Earth Day 

Tuesday, April 18 in Maryland Hall at 

Montgomery Station from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

This year’s slogan is “Environmental and Climate 

Literacy.” Our presentations and table displays 

will focus on educating us all about how to 

understand the environment around us.  

 Country Nursery will be on campus with 

plants, flowers, and vegetables for sale. This 

event is an excellent opportunity to pick 

something up to beautify your patio and provide 

sustenance for our butterflies, bees, and birds. 

And, back by popular demand will be the jewelry 

sale. Jewelry will be collected from March 22 

until April 5, so think about what you want to 

recycle.  Proceeds from this sale will benefit the 

Chesapeake Bay Fund. More information will be 

available on the bulletin boards and Riderwood 

TV. Stop by to see how Riderwood resident-run 

groups, residents, staff and vendors do their part 

to sustain the environment for future generations. 

There will be plenty of useful information for 

those who want to be better prepared to take 

action. We hope to see you there!   

 Speakers and films to bring awareness to 

Earth Day are lined up in the Encore Theatre 

leading to the event. BBC’s Planet Earth will be 

presented in the Encore Theatre on Tuesday, 

April 4 at 7:00pm. Dan Misleh, Catholic Climate 

Covenant Director, will speak on Climate Change 

in the Encore Theatre on Tuesday, April 11 at 

7:00pm.  

Earth Day Celebration 

Planned for April 

by Marie Dixon 

Riderwood Occupational Therapist 

 

 April is Occupational Therapy (OT) Month, 

and the OT Profession is celebrating its centennial 

anniversary this year, demonstrating an extensive 

history of working with individuals to foster their 

highest level of function for Activities of Daily 

Living (ADL’s)!  

 Initiated in ancient Greece and Rome as a 

focus in mental health, the concept of OT practice 

continued the 18th century and focused on treating 

patients’ emotions via work and leisure activities, a 

care model known as “Moral Treatment and 

Occupation.”  The National Society for the 

Promotion of Occupational Therapy, now known as 

the American Occupational Therapy Association 

(AOTA), was founded in 1917. 

 Following World War I and polio/

tuberculosis outbreaks in the 1920’s, OT shifted to a 

more physical treatment focus, as the injured and 

sick required specific, skilled interventions to regain 

functional independence and promote activity 

engagement.   

 Since then, OT’s have balanced a focus on 

the abilities, challenges, roles, emotions and 

motivators for each client.  The overarching goal is 

to maximize the occupational performance of daily 

activities through rehabilitation and adaptation 

strategies.  OT’s work in many settings: neonatal 

units, schools, hospitals, inpatient and outpatient 

rehabilitation centers, psychiatric facilities, and 

retirement communities. 

 To this day, OT’s utilize modalities, 

techniques, technology, and various intervention 

strategies to better the lives of individuals by 

optimizing their participation in daily activities at 

the highest level of function and independence.  

Here at Riderwood, OT’s emphasize safety and 

function as they align with Erickson Living’s drive 

to Add More Living to Your Life!® 

Occupational Therapy 

celebrates a century! 

http://www.riderwoodvillage.us
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by Corrinne Lennox   

Resident Writer 

 

 “I never wanted to work with kids,” said 

Diane Morehead, Speech-Language Pathologist at 

Riderwood, “my passion is working with adults.  

Kids,” she goes on, “have to be motivated by fun 

and play, adults just want to get better.”  The irony 

of Diane’s statement is that she, while eminently 

qualified in her profession, is all about fun. 

 Diane was born in Wisconsin.  Taking an 

aptitude test after high school, she learned she was 

best suited for becoming either a forest ranger or a 

speech pathologist.  After completing the master’s 

degree program in speech-language pathology at 

San Francisco State, she began her therapy career 

in Montgomery Station, at Riderwood. 

 What exactly does a speech-language 

pathologist do?  “I don’t just work with speech and 

language, “she says, “I help persons with problems 

swallowing and others with their voice issues.  I 

teach others problem-solving and reasoning skills 

so they can accomplish their goals.  

 “Frequently persons cannot come up with 

the words they need, daily.  We work on strategies 

that allow them to retrieve those words 

 “And I can help Baby Boomers so that in 

later years they need me less.  Many younger 

residents don’t realize that their memory problems 

are common and frequently can be bettered. 

 “I individualize help to each client.  I learn 

their histories, needs, and concerns.  And we have 

fun.  Riderwood has a good population—people 

here want to live to their fullest potential.” 

 What is the most important thing Diane 

would want us to tell people?  “Tell them I can 

help.  I perform memory screenings every quarter.  

I give assessments to everyone so we can document 

any changes.  Any resident, through their doctor, 

can make an appointment to see me.” 

Riderwood speech-

language pathologist 

is dedicated to seniors  

2017 Bocce season 

kicks off April 10 
by George J, Galasso 

Chairperson, Bocce Club 
 

 Although we 

have not had a severe 

winter, it certainly has 

been a strange one.  

There were many days 

we could have been out 

there playing Bocce.  It 

is good to announce that 

the Bocce season is 

finally upon us.   We 

will begin our 2017 season on April 10. 

 There was an excellent turnout for our 

special planning meeting on March 15, and after 

deciding to start our season on April 10, we decided 

to have organized play every Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday from 10 AM till noon, as we 

did in past years, which allows players to beat the 

heat of summer.  However, some residents have 

expressed interest in later times.  At the end of last 

season, we added Mondays at 1 PM which proved to 

be popular.  This year the group decided to make 

this a regular session. Therefore, we will continue 

our schedule of the past and add Mondays from 1-3 

PM.  

 A critical component to the success of 

Bocce is the Group Leaders.  These are the 

individuals who commit to being there on a given 

day of the week to set up the courts for play, i.e. get 

the equipment and sweep the courts to assure a 

smooth field of play.  Three volunteers are needed 

for each session.  Consider this a request for 

volunteers; if you would like to do so, please notify 

George Galasso or Lou Ferguson.  Without Group 

Leaders there could be no Bocce. 

 For those of you who are not familiar with 

Bocce, it is a simple lawn bowling-type game that is 

easy to learn, requires little effort, is easy on the 

joints, and lots of fun.  Our courts are located across 

the parking lot from the tennis courts and behind 

Arbor Ridge.  We have devoted lady and gent 

players, most of whom never saw a bocce court 

before coming to Riderwood.  During the first 

couple of weeks, we will have sessions for first time 

players with excellent instructors. Join us - you 

should give it a try.  You can learn to play in 

minutes, and we can promise you will enjoy it, both 

the game and meeting new friends.  Also, you are 

outside enjoying that fresh air, gentle breezes, and 

the beautiful ambiance of Riderwood’s landscaping. 

 Riderwood TV has produced a film, “What 

is Bocce” which will air on April 5th, only five short 

days before the start of the Bocce season.  During 

the year we will have Bocce tournaments with other 

communities and our annual competition against 

staff. 

Residents admire the artwork outside of the Encore Theater as part of the opening of the Riderwood 

Arts Council resident art gallery on Friday, March 10.  (Photo by Fiona Divecha) 

by Sandi Waibel 

Member, Race Relations & African American 

History Club  

 

 Resident Audrey Smedley, born and 

raised in Detroit, 

Michigan, has done 

much to educate 

thousands of people 

about the true origin 

and history of 

“race.”  

 She received 

her BA and MA 

degrees in history 

and anthropology 

from the University 

of Michigan. She 

earned her Ph.D. in 

social anthropology 

from the University of Manchester in England, 

based on field research in northern Nigeria. 

Anthropology is a science that deals with the 

origins, cultural, and physical development of 

humankind. Few women, and even fewer of color, 

chose to study in this scientific field; our neighbor 

was a trailblazer. 

 Dr. Smedley taught undergraduate and 

graduate courses at several universities, including 

the University of Michigan, Wayne State U, 

Oakland U, Binghamton U (SUNY), and Virginia 

Commonwealth University, from which she 

retired in 2002 as professor emeritus of 

anthropological and African American studies. 

 While teaching the history of “race,” she 

found very few books on the subject, so she 

published her text, Race in North America: Origin 

and Evolution of a Worldview, in 1994. It won an 

outstanding book award from the Gustavus Myers 

Center for the Study of Human Rights. It is now in 

its fourth edition which includes a chapter by her 

son, Dr. Brian D. Smedley. His chapter focuses on 

the inequality of health care for people of color. 

 Dr. Audrey Smedley also authored the 

American Anthropology Association’s position 

paper on race and, in 1994, Encyclopedia 

Britannica’s articles on race and racism. She has 

published nearly 80 articles and book chapters. In 

2008 she was elected Fellow of the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science. I 

encourage you to get to know our neighbor, Dr. 

Smedley; she is both a valiant pioneer and a 

delightful lady.  

Trailblazer Amongst 

Us: A Profile of 

Audrey Smedley 

by Judy Felsenfeld 

Coordinator, Volunteer Programs 

 

 Riderwood’s mission is “sharing our gifts 

to create a community that celebrates life.”  It is 

with great pleasure and heartfelt thanks that staff 

acknowledge our dedicated volunteers during 

National Volunteer Week.  Many Riderwood 

residents volunteer here on the Riderwood campus, 

while others have represented Riderwood in the 

local community.  How fortunate we are to have 

over 850 dedicated and talented volunteers.   

 On Friday, April 28th, the traditional 

Riderwood  Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon has 

been planned.   

 All Riderwood resident volunteers will be 

receiving an invitation to the event.  Resident 

volunteers can attend anytime between 11:30 am-

1:30 pm in MD Hall.  Each resident will receive the 

2016 pin for their service. Pins will also be 

delivered to volunteer resident cubbies, for those 

who are unable to attend the event. 

 This year’s theme is Rolling out the Red 

Carpet for our Superstar Volunteers….  

Hollywood stars will be present, and surprise 

entertainment is planned.  Resident volunteers do 

not need to RSVP for the event.  A special activity 

in each community during that week is also 

planned. 

 For more information, contact Judy 

Felsenfeld, the Volunteer Coordinator at   

(301) 572-8390 or judy.felsenfeld@erickson.com. 

Riderwood volunteers to 

be recognized at “Star-

Studded” luncheon 

Around the Campus: Resident art gallery opens in Lakeside Commons 
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Have an idea for a program? 

RWTV always welcomes  

suggestions. Contact Avedis  

Aghguiguian at 301-572-8457  

or email  

aaghguiguian@erickson.com 

Visit the Treasure Chest! 
 Terrace Level of Victoria Place in VSQ,  

Parking Lot E   

Sale Days: Thursdays 3-5 PM  April 13 and 27   

Fridays 10 AM to 2 PM  April 14 and 28 

Framed art and frames 50% off in April. 

The Easter Bunny will also be there. 

by Jules Balog 

TNC Library Treasurer 

 

 The Town Center Library will be having 

a book sale from April 19 through April 21. All 

sales begin at 9:30am with closing time on 

Wednesday and 

Thursday at 

7pm and Friday 

at 2pm. 

 You 

will have the 

opportunity to 

purchase books 

for $.25 or 

$.50, CDS for 

$1 and DVDs for $2. Table top books and other 

sale items are also available at other low prices. 

This is a “cash only” sale. 

  Everything for sale has been donated by 

departing or incoming residents and their 

families or by other Riderwood libraries. Once 

donations are received, the TNC library 

committee members sort the books either for 

placement on the library shelves or for being set 

aside for the next sale.  

 Proceeds from the sale goes to the 

Benevolent Care, Scholarship and Staff 

Appreciation funds. To date, more than $40,000 

has been donated to these funds. Once the sale is 

over, the remaining inventory is given to the 

Salvation Army, the Maryland State correctional 

system and other needy organizations.  

Town Center Library 

Book Sale is coming! 

by Erica Greenspan 

Social Worker, MST 
 

 Each April we recognize National 

Healthcare Decisions Day, an initiative to 

bring awareness to the benefits of advance 

care planning. By putting your healthcare 

preferences in writing, you’re empowering a 

trusted family member or friend to convey 

your medical wishes to your healthcare 

providers, should you ever be unable to do so 

yourself. Join us on Monday, April 10th 

from 11:00-12:00 in the Encore Theater for 

Take Charge of Your Healthcare Decisions! 
- a presentation aimed to educate individuals 

on their rights to plan ahead. A panel of 

experts including representation from the 

Maryland Attorney General’s office will be 

present for questions and answers. Attendees 

will gain a better understanding of the 

healthcare decisions that can be made prior to 

an unforeseen medical crisis. For example, 

who you’d want to speak to the medical team 

on your behalf; which types of medical 

treatment you do or do not want, etc.  

 Many of you have heard of items such 

as an Advanced Directive, a health care 

proxy, and the MOLST form; some of you 

may be hearing of them for the first time. 

Either way, our team is here to help you. As a 

follow up to this presentation, the Social 

Work team will be available in each IL lobby 

on Monday, April 17th to meet with residents 

who would like to know which of these 

documents are on file at Riderwood. Planning 

ahead does a great service for you – so that 

your wishes are known and followed and for 

your  loved ones - who may be faced with 

making complex medical decisions in a 

pinch. Make your wishes known, join the 

movement!  

by Alan Mayers 

Member, Performing Arts Council 

 

 Works of Brahms, Piazzolla, and 

Rochberg are featured in Trio Artmesia’s 

premiere performance in the Classical Series in 

the chapel at 7:30 on Sunday, April 30.  

Individual tickets are available at the door for 

$5.00. 

 Founded in 2016, Trio Artemesia 

explores piano trio music old and new in concerts 

accessible to a wide variety of audiences. Among 

the group's repertoire are major piano trios 

including familiar classics by Ravel, Brahms, and 

Schubert alongside more modern works of 

George Rochberg and Jennifer Higdon. In 

addition to multiple performances at the 

University of Maryland, the group has played on 

concert series at National Park Seminary and 

Columbia Heights Concerts. 

 Mia Laity, violinist, is a graduate of the 

Manhattan School of Music, where she studied 

violin and chamber music, and received the Helen 

Airoff Dowling award for outstanding violinist.  

She is acting concertmaster of Apollo Orchestra 

and associate principal second violin for the 

Fairfax Symphony. 

 Molly Jones, cellist,  is the assistant 

principal cellist of the Maryland Symphony 

Orchestra and a member of the Peacherine 

Ragtime Society Orchestra.  Molly is pursuing 

Concert introduces piano trio, Artemesia  

Enjoy classical chamber 

music to start the month  

by Henry Plotkin 

Producer, PAC Friday Morning Music Club 

 

 On Sunday evening, April 2, The 

Friday Morning Music Club will present a 

concert of classical chamber music in the 

Chapel. This club is a collection of terrific 

professional musicians who have been 

performing pro bono at venues around the DC 

area since the 1880’s and has been a great 

favorite of audiences for many years.  

 The April concert will include a 

woodwind quintet, a Schubert sonata for viola 

and piano, and memorable Chopin piano 

selections. We are so lucky to have 

opportunities for such wonderful treats. This 

FREE concert is scheduled for 7:30pm on 

Sunday, April 2 and doors open at 7:00pm. 

her doctor of musical arts at the University of 

Maryland. She coaches the Springbrook High 

School cello section and teaches privately. 

 Pianist, conductor, and composer Andrew 

Jonathan Welch is a graduate of the University of 

Maryland and American University, where he 

earned the school’s prestigious Evelyn Swarthout 

Hayes Award.  He performs regularly at venues 

including the Kennedy Center, the Smithsonian, 

local embassies and universities. 

by Paula Cook 

Resident Reporter 

 

 Bella Vocci (ungrammatical Italian 

for beautiful voices) is planning its spring 

concert, to be presented on Wednesday even-

ing, April 19, in the Chapel. If all goes well, 

there will be a soprano, a mezzo-soprano and 

a tenor, singing selections from Donizetti, 

Verdi and Mozart, perhaps even some Bellini 

and Delibes. 

 Tickets will be sold during dinner 

time on Monday and Tuesday, April 17 & 

18, in the four neighborhood lobbies. We 

may also need help selling tickets; can you 

donate 90 minutes of your time? Contact 

Paula Cook, KC-211. 

Take charge of your 

healthcare decisions! 

Italian classical music 

concert this month 

In Memoriam 

The following residents passed away  

between February 18th and March 19th.  

Joan Buckalew CT 2/18 

William Vogele HS 2/18 

Leon Gilford OP 2/19 

Jennie Jann RC 2/24 

Edward Stewart RC 2/26 

Betty Jones RC 2/27 

Mary E. Sadler OG 3/2 

William E. Brown GV 3/2 

Stanley Timmick  CL 3/4 

Jacqueline Ruggieri FC 3/5 

Jane Brady ET 3/8 

Miriam Kramer  CL 3/8 

Nell Pearson MG 3/9 

Vance Hart CC 3/9 

Elaine Creager CC 3/10 

David Wills OG 3/11 

Lois Wenig PV 3/11 

Lucy Stum MG 3/12 

Marie Daggs RC 3/13 

Janet Barovik HS 3/16 

Edna Khalil OG 3/18 

Virginia Smith OG 3/19 
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