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Riderwood TV welcomes new coordinator, Robyn Hutson! 

by Erica Greenspan 

Social Worker, Montgomery Station 

 

 There are few relationships more 

intimate than that of patient and doctor.  We hold 

our trust in these highly skilled professionals, 

look to them for truth and guidance in our most 

vulnerable state,  yet both patient and doctor shy 

away from addressing one very uncomfortable 

topic- the dying process.  

 What makes this topic so difficult to 

discuss? And what are the repercussions of 

delaying, or avoiding altogether, this critical 

subject as we approach the end of life? The PBS 

FRONTLINE documentary Being Mortal, based 

upon Dr. Atul Gawande’s best-selling book of 

the same name, explores the relationship 

between physician and patient, quality of life and 

terminal illness. Being Mortal investigates the 

practice of caring for the dying, and shows how 

doctors are often remarkably untrained, ill-suited 

and uncomfortable talking about chronic illness 

and death with their patients.”   

 The film focuses on this sort of tug of 

war between physicians who are trained to 

“fix”  medical problems, and the reality that 

treating such fatal ailments may, in fact, shorten 

life and inflict suffering along the way. Being 

Mortal has shined a light on the way in which 

our society approaches end of life care. It 

highlights the significance of pausing to have an 

honest conversation about what we want our 

final chapter to look like. 

 The documentary follows the real life 

stories of physicians and patients who have 

agreed to share their intimate experiences with 

terminal illness. Staff members, residents, and 

families are encouraged to attend a viewing and 

discussion of the documentary Being Mortal in 

the Encore Theater on Thursday, May 11 at 7:00 

p.m. This event is part of the Social Work 

Lecture Series and is sponsored by JSSA. Doors 

open at 6:30 p.m. and light refreshments will be 

served.  

Being Mortal: Last days need not be lost days  

Riderwood’s Social Work Department will host a viewing of Being Mortal a documentary based on a book of the 

same name by Dr. Atul Gawande (above).  

by Chris Taydus 

Manager, Riderwood TV 

 

 From an early age, Robyn 

Hutson, new community television 

production coordinator for Riderwood 

TV, loved television and film. 

 “I grew up in a film oriented 

home,” Hutson says, “No one studied 

film. No one worked in television or film, 

but it was very film and TV-centered.” 

 Robyn was born in Chicago, 

Illinois, but her family moved to the 

suburbs of the city when she was young. 

She lived in the Midwest until Robyn 

decided to continue her education at 

Howard University, a historically black 

private university in Washington, D.C. 

While at Howard, Robyn’s passion for 

storytelling through TV and film truly 

blossomed. 

 “Once I got into college, it was solidified 

that I really loved [television and film 

production].” she remembers, “Just being able to 

create stories and tell other people’s stories is 

something that brings me a lot of joy.” 

 Her time at Howard University also 

provided a lot of experience that will surely help 

her excel in her career at Riderwood. She worked 

as a reporter for the campus newspaper, The 

Hilltop, and as a production assistant for WHUT, 

a PBS station owned and operated by the 

university. Most recently, Robyn worked as a 

creative intern for Park Triangle Productions, a 

production company in Washington, D.C. She 

graduated from Howard University last year with 

her Bachelor of Arts degree in Radio/TV/Film 

and a minor in Spanish. 

 She discovered the position at Riderwood 

while trying to decide on her future, but 

says that after applying, a random video 

on the internet made her realize that 

this was truly the right choice. 

 “I saw the job and applied for it 

just because it was production related,” 

she says, “but shortly after that I was 

watching a bunch of short films online. 

One of the films I watched centered 

around seniors and it just made me 

more enthusiastic because it introduced 

a whole other perspective that I never 

had before. I think we forget how many 

stories seniors have to tell.” 

 Those stories are something 

that Robyn is eager to bring to the 

forefront of Riderwood TV and the 

Riderwood Reporter. 

 “I’m really excited to tell 

stories that [residents] want to talk 

about,” she reveals, “It can be 

something small or a grand event in their lives. 

I’m really interested in what they have to say.” 

 Robyn will have the chance to tell those 

stories as she’ll be responsible for assisting with 

the day to day operations of Riderwood’s TV 

studio and channels. Robyn will also take over as 

editor-in-chief of the Riderwood Reporter 

starting with the June edition of the paper.  

New TV Production Coordinator Robyn Hutson (left) helps Riderwood TV staff 

member, Avedis Aghguiguian setup for a taping. (Photo by Chris Taydus) 

by Almeda Girod 

Resident Reporter 

 

 Mary Lou 

Butler is retiring after 

16 years of teaching 

basic bridge classes 

to over 1,000 

Riderwood residents. 

While slowing down 

at 87, she continues 

to offer “Buoyant 

Bridge Practicum” 

for former students to 

practice. 

 Mary Lou 

first lived in 

Maplewood, N.J. 

when her father 

worked on Wall Street before moving the family to 

DC area when he began helping with the war effort 

in 1942. 

 After college where she began playing 

bridge, she taught English and history in Salt Lake 

City, married, and taught in England and Arlington, 

Va. After working at the U.S. Office of Education, 

she accepted a fellowship at Boston University in 

1961 and raised her daughter in Concord, MA. 

(Her daughter was married in the Riderwood 

Chapel in 2005 with bridge students attending). 

 Mary Lou moved to the Northern Neck of 

Virginia in 1977 to care for her parents and did 

volunteer work for 25 years, helping with 

economic development through preservation and 

tourism. She began teaching basic and duplicate 

bridge before moving to Riderwood in 2003. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Bridge queen retires 

her teaching ways 
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Observer   
     by Jim Feldman 

Observer says: Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. 

Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.  

Send brief anecdotes to jimfeldman25@gmail.com or put a 

note in my cubby,  VP 118, Village Square. 

 Well, it’s May, a very nice relaxing 

month. One of the best things about it is that it 

isn’t April with its demanding income tax 

deadlines. I use an online income tax service 

which does the job for me very well, but it 

requires a lot of concentration. 

 For that reason, I have my son-in-law, 

who has a Ph.D. in math, go over it once I have 

completed the inputs. He usually finds several 

errors and helps me correct them. 

 A few years ago I made a major mistake 

that resulted in a good sized underpayment. I sent 

the additional money to the IRS. When I told my 

son-in-law about it, he checked my return, found 

an error and suggested that I do an amended 

return. 

 I got the amended return form but couldn’t 

understand the instructions. Matt came to my 

rescue, filled out the form for me and the IRS 

returned my money. 

 A lot of Riderwood residents have tax 

preparers whom they pay to do their taxes, and 

many others use the services of fellow resident 

volunteers, such as Harry Weil, to help them at no 

charge, a wonderful public service. 

 The reason I 

do my own, with the 

help of an inexpensive 

online service, is that I 

don’t like the idea of 

having to pay 

someone to do a job 

that should be simple 

enough for an ordinary person to do. 

 I saw an article in the newspaper recently 

that suggested the IRS figure out income taxes 

using the information they get about sources of 

income (they check your declarations of income 

against these reports) and send a bill along with a 

copy of the return so you could check it out for 

accuracy. That would be OK with me. 

 How would you like it if Riderwood 

decided to take a cue from the IRS and instead of 

sending you a monthly statement asked you to fill 

out a form once a year listing everything you paid 

for and assessed a penalty if you forgot to list 

something? 

 In my mind, that is what the  U. S. 

government is asking us to do. Let me know your 

thoughts on this subject.  

CAMPUS CAPERS BY R. WOOD 
 

I do my own taxes. 

Riderwood Reporter 

Published Monthly by the Residents  

and Staff of Riderwood Village 

 

The Reporter aims to appeal to our diverse  

population. Our priority is to inform residents  

about Community news. Articles are accepted  

and edited at the discretion of the Publisher,  

Editors, and the Editorial Board. 

The Editorial Board establishes policies and  

procedures to effectively serve the community,  

publish The Reporter, & show programming on RWTV.   

 

If you would like to submit an article or have any 

questions about The Reporter please contact  

Interim Editor-In-Chief Chris Taydus at 

ctaydus@erickson.com or 301-572-8328          
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Greetings from the Administration 
simple timeframes that are 

communicated well.   A quote 

from Albert Einstein is relevant 

here:  “Everything should be made 

as simple as possible, but not 

simpler.”  Although there is much 

complexity to the project, we are 

intent on making sure that we are 

communicating well in an easy-to-

understand way, so all of us know 

what to expect.   

 As we expect some visible 

changes to start sometime in June, 

we are in the process of 

establishing a Long Range 

Communication Committee that will involve 

resident leadership to provide accurate and timely 

updates to residents, families, and staff.  Although 

our intentions are good, we know that we might 

miss a beat here and there.  Please, feel free to let 

me know if you have any thoughts regarding how 

we can communicate better. 

 I want to thank everyone for their input 

and ideas as we’ve developed these plans over 

time, especially the Core Committee and Design 

Input Group (DIG) for Town Center.  Various 

iterations of the plans were designed after 

significant resident and staff input.  And I also 

want to thank everyone for their patience as we 

will certainly have some inconvenience imposed 

on us all during the construction.  If you’ve ever 

had a major project in your home, like remodeling 

a kitchen or the like, you know what I’m talking 

about.  But, the end product will be worth it!  I 

look forward to seeing you around Riderwood.  

 

- Gary Hibbs 

Executive Director 

 It was a good feeling to 

walk outside last month and see the 

sustained change of seasonal 

weather, especially after a winter 

that saw February bring 

temperatures in the 70’s and a 

subsequent snowstorm in 

March!  Some say spring is the 

time of plans and projects. We also 

know that spring breathes new life 

into the world around us. Our 

community is getting ready to 

“spring” into action with our Long 

Range Plan project for Town 

Center.  

 As we mentioned in our Town Hall 

meeting earlier this year with our design architect 

Tim Barnhill of Hord, Coplan, Macht (HCM), our 

project list can be overwhelming with all the 

details.  Nonetheless, we are excited about this 

new chapter in the life of 

Riderwood!  (Incidentally, I also have a long, 

detailed list of things to do at my home after the 

winter months.  I may need to keep the leisure 

activities and various related equipment in storage 

for a little while longer after talking with my 

wife.  Riderwood is much like my home with 

projects and the like!) 

 With all of the detail, moving parts and 

sequencing that goes on with a project so large, I 

mentioned in our Town Hall meeting that we'd 

need to break down our Town Center project into 

From the Resident 

Director’s Desk 
by Pat Davis 

Resident Member,  

Board of Directors 

 

 Twice a year, 

the Riderwood Board of 

Directors and the Senior 

Executive Team invite 

Riderwood residents to 

a Town Hall meeting. 

The meeting in 

November focuses on 

the budget for the 

coming year, including changes in the monthly 

service package; and the May meeting presents and 

reviews the Annual Report for the previous year. 

This year’s spring meeting will be held on May 22 

at 2 p.m. in the Maryland Hall. Members of the 

Riderwood Community Relations Committee will 

attend including Eileen Erstad, a member of the 

NSC Board, Joanne Rorapaugh, and myself.   

 A few days before that meeting residents 

may pick up copies of the 2016 Annual Report 

along with the Consolidated Financial Statements 

for 2015 and 2016 at each community front desk. 

The Report contains a review of the preceding year, 

highlights of plans for the current year, and bios of 

the Executive Management Team, the RAC, and the 

Board of Directors. Also included are sections on 

the organization and governance of National Senior 

Campuses (our supporting organization) and its 

advisory committees as well as information about 

the Board of Directors' activities in 2016. 

 After the meeting on the 22nd, an 

additional document will be available for review in 

the Administrative Office or online. It will include 

Riderwood’s 2016 Income Tax return, the Form 

990 or “Return of an Organization Exempt from 

Income Tax.” I invite you to take advantage of 

these documents and the meeting to learn more 

about our community.  
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by Fiona Divecha 

Manager, Resident Life & Philanthropy 

 

 Would you have benefited from a sizable 

tax deduction in 2016?  Consider doing a 

charitable gift annuity with Riderwood to help  

ease your 2017 taxes.  Additionally, you will 

benefit from a nice income stream at a great 

rate.  To help your taxes, you will receive two 

tax benefits. 

 First is a tax deduction equal to your 

contribution minus the present value of all the 

payments that are expected to be made to you 

based on your life expectancy. In most cases, 

that deduction is around 40% to 50% of your 

gift, which is the present value of the amount 

estimated to go to charity upon your death. This 

tax deduction can be taken immediately or 

spread over five years. 

 Second is built into your annuity 

payments - a portion of the income you receive 

will be tax-free throughout your life expectancy 

since it is considered a return of principal (if you 

live beyond your life expectancy, it is all treated 

as ordinary income). You pay ordinary income 

tax on the rest. 

 To see if a charitable gift annuity would 

be right for you contact Fiona Divecha, 

philanthropy manager, at 301-572-8396 or 

fiona.divecha@erickson.com.  We can create a 

personalized analysis detailing your annual 

income stream, your current tax benefits, and 

your future tax benefits breakdown. Having this 

information now gives you time to plan your gift 

and tax benefits anytime this year.  

Need a tax break 

next year? 

If you’d like to include an article in the June 2017 

edition of the Riderwood Reporter, please submit it to 

rhutson@erickson.com before Monday, May 15th. 

by Jack Wachtman 

Finance Liaison, Resident Advisory Council 

 

 The new 2017 RAC 

finance committee, consisting of 

Carolyn Compton, Edward 

Hanrahan, George Hunter, Thomas 

Kelley, Maggie Kinnaman, James 

Torri, John “Jack” Wachtman 

(Chair), and Susan Wynne, held its 

monthly meeting on March 27. As 

usual, they met with finance 

director Mark Embley and 

members of his staff to review the 

last month’s financial reports and to 

discuss the economic status of 

Riderwood and related financial 

matters. 

 Riderwood completed a very successful 

year in December 2016 with an independent living 

occupancy of 96.1%, an annual operating margin 

(operating income divided by operating revenue) 

of 17.8% and with cash and cash equivalents 

totaling $106.7 million. Total debt was about 

$96.4 million. The debt service ratio was 5.29 

which considerably exceeds the minimum required 

value of 1.10. 

 Operations through February 2017 are 

close to budget. The operating margin remains 

more than satisfactory at 20.0% although 

occupancy has decreased slightly to 95.6% in the 

slow winter sales season. Independent living 

occupancy should pick up again in coming 

months. Cost control is a key consideration. 

Monthly financial committee 

meetings include a review of 

revenue and costs by individual 

departments of Riderwood and by 

natural expense categories such as 

wages, benefits, utilities, and local 

taxes. 

 Riderwood is in the midst 

of a period of implementing the 

long-range plan to enhance fitness 

and wellness, to enhance 

competitiveness, and to improve 

the quality of life. Refurbishing, 

use of new technology and 

construction of new facilities are 

being emphasized. Progress 

includes upgrades to the building management 

system, installation of automatic external door 

openers, and implementation of new magnetic 

resident identification cards for future use in door 

entry and financial transactions. New construction 

in advanced planning stages includes 

refurbishment of Town Center, installation of a 

new elevator in Calvert Landing, and construction 

of a new wellness center with large swimming 

pool. Arrangements for financing these 

improvements have been made. 

 Riderwood is in sound financial shape and 

has effective plans for the future in my opinion.  

From the R.A.C.-Finance 

Here she offered basic bridge lessons to residents 

who were new to bridge or wanted to brush up on 

old skills. She coordinated bridge at Arbor Ridge 

with volunteers. Mary Lou says, “Friendships and 

delightful social activities with various bridge 

players enrich my life at Riderwood.  A bridge 

teacher is needed to help residents here.” 

 George Elliott states, “Mary Lou is a great 

teacher who combines knowledge, patience, and 

fun. She is also a very giving and kind friend, and 

that is why I enrolled in every one of her classes 

over the past ten years.” Natalie Forbes adds, “Mary 

Lou Butler is a wonderful and caring teacher with a 

great sense of humor who inspires us and makes her 

method of teaching bridge exciting.”  

(Continued from page 1) 

Bridge queen retires her 

teaching ways (cont.) 

by Jennifer Brunt 

Horticultural Technician 

 

 Many of us at Riderwood are wrapping up 

a successful month of events centered around Earth 

Day in an attempt to increase awareness about the 

many challenges the earth faces. As we reduce the 

impact that our daily lives have on her, we need to 

realize that these efforts should be ongoing.  

 Many events shared information about our 

earth and her beauty. It has been a privilege to 

work with and meet everyone as we come together 

in a continuing effort to maintain and sustain all 

that our life-giving planet offers. 

 Much of this work is being done in an 

effort to utilize practices such as solar and wind 

power to provide renewable sources of energy. 

Reforestation and conservation help to maintain 

habitat for wildlife and pollinators, as well as clean 

air and waterways. 

 Proper disposal of litter and recycling 

ensures that our waterways remain healthy and 

continue to provide support for all creatures that are 

not only dependent upon them for survival, but also 

to thrive. Recycling reduces the amount of waste 

that fills the limited space in our landfills and 

lowers the demand to continually produce new 

products, further depleting our resources. 

 One of the things that many of us take for 

granted on a day to day basis is the "out of sight, 

out of mind' disposal of items down our toilets and 

garbage disposals. Articles such as flushable wipes 

(which aren't flushable or biodegradable) cause 

pipes to clog and degrade, and breaks down the 

equipment used in the treatment of waste water. 

Grease put down the sink continues to plague waste 

disposal facilities. Eggshells placed in the disposal 

are abrasive and wear them out much more quickly. 

 The same holds true for equipment used in 

the treatment of waste water, not to mention adding 

to the ever-rising cost of water treatment. Contrary 

to what many believe, food left on plates would be 

more appropriately discarded by scraping it into a 

wastebasket. The food waste contains nutrients 

such as nitrogen and phosphorus that contribute to 

algae bloom in our waterways, therefore further 

degrading the health of our groundwater and the 

productivity of the Chesapeake Bay. 

 In closing, I want to thank everyone for 

your efforts that help support "Mother Earth" and 

for being mindful of the many small things that 

have the ability to make a lasting impact on the 

world around us.  

A message of thanks 

from Mother Earth 

"Empathy shines its light on our deepest needs, 

never allowing us to forget that our very 

survival depends on our ability to accurately 

understand and sensitively respond  to each 

other."   

 

~ Arthur P. Ciaramicoli and Katherine 

Ketcham 

 

- CommUNITY Living Committee 

by Bea Rodgers 

Information Chair, CommUNITY Living  

Committee 
 

 The CommUNITY Living Committee is 

continuing to work on its focus of enhancing and 

expanding an environment of respectful, positive, 

cordial and civil relationships within our 

Riderwood community. Our efforts and the 

principles which are being highlighted and 

emphasized parallel the Erickson values which have 

been the foundation upon which Riderwood was 

developed.   

 The committee is hard at work developing 

a variety of informational and educational 

opportunities to share the principles on which this 

effort is based.  Specifically, the Program 

Subcommittee has developed a power point 

presentation to engage leaders of some of the 

specific committees within our community and is 

finishing up the first round of presentation groups, 

such as the RAC and Values committee.   They are 

now moving on to provide information—to “spread 

the word” so to speak to larger groups on our 

campus and invite them to join in the efforts to 

choose civility.   

 The CommUNITY Living Committee 

encourages each resident to become informed about 

this endeavor and make a difference in our lives. 

Choosing Civility: The Twenty-Four Rules of 

Considerate Conduct by P.M. Forni is available in 

our libraries.  You are welcome to peruse this 

important book.   Remember, a choice is a tool we 

all have and can utilize both in attitude and 

behavior!  

Choosing Civility 
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Lions Club Fashion Show returns  
By Lion Ken Kennedy 

Project Coordinator 

 

 Taylor Marie’s popular boutique will be 

with us again in the Maryland Room on Thursday, 

May 4 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. to present the 

latest women’s fashions for this Spring and 

Summer. 

 This complete shopping experience will 

include 28 racks of beautiful quality clothing and 

accessories for women sizes 4P to 3X, a 10% 

discounts on current merchandise, and fitting 

rooms will be available. Admission will be $5.00.  

 The show will save you from driving 

around to all the shopping centers just looking for 

the right thing. Sales proceeds from this show will 

go to the Benevolent Care Fund, Scholarship Fund, 

Appreciation Fund and Lions Club Community 

Fund. 

 Watch your Community and TV Bulletin 

Boards for further information. There will be 

advanced ticket sales in all the dining lounges 

Monday, May 1 from 4 to 6 p.m. and tickets will 

be sold at the door on May 4th. DOOR PRIZES! 

Make your plans now!  

by Andrea Nicolls 

Member, African American History Club 

 

 The African 

American History 

Club will present a 

program on 

Thursday, May 18 in 

the Encore Theater 

at 3:00 p.m. 

featuring Dr. 

Freeman A. 

Hrabowski III, 

President of the 

University of 

Maryland, Baltimore 

County (UMBC). 

 He is one of the few African Americans to 

head a predominantly white university. As one of 

this country’s top educators, Dr. Hrabowski has 

won numerous awards and honors including the 

U.S. Presidential Award for Excellence in 

Science, Mathematics, and Engineering 

Mentoring. 

 Since becoming President of UMBC in 

1992, the school has been recognized as a 

national leader in academic innovation and 

undergraduate teaching in all disciplines, with a 

particular emphasis on the sciences and 

engineering. High achieving students from 

various backgrounds and countries have gone to 

UMBC specifically because of the excellence of 

its rigorous, academic programs that challenge 

students to do their best. 

 Dr. Hrabowski is primarily known for co-

founding the Meyerhoff Scholars Program which 

has been responsible for educating many 

underrepresented students who go on to earn 

doctorates in the STEM (science, technology, 

engineering, and math) disciplines. Also, in 2008, 

U.S. News and World Report named Dr. 

Hrabowski as one of America’s Best Leaders and 

in 2012 Time magazine named him one of the 

100 Most Influential People in the World. 

 Former President Obama named Dr. 

Hrabowski as the Chair of his President’s 

Advisory Commission on Educational Excellence 

for African Americans. He has written numerous 

articles and co-authored two books. His latest 

publication is Holding Fast to Dreams: 

Empowering Youth from the Civil Rights 

Crusade to STEM Achievement. He will talk to 

residents in May about the events and experiences 

that led to his development as an educator, 

innovator, and outstanding leader.    

AAHC features distinguished 

educator, leader and 

innovator in May program  

by the Riderwood Reporter Staff 

 

 May 12 is the Friday before Mother's Day. 

Here at Riderwood, it's a day to stock up on 

homemade treats. There are surprising numbers of 

residents who actually enjoy baking tasty tidbits! 

May 12 is the day for you to sample lots of them. If 

you're not a gobbler of goodies, come buy a raffle 

ticket or two. Four people will win $50 Target gift 

cards.  

 Big bake sales will be held near the front 

desk in every community building. Sales will begin 

as early as 8:30 a.m., and will continue until at least  

noon. We promise to make sugar-free items 

available at Village Square. Since the proceeds from 

the sale go to the Benevolent Care Fund, you can 

feel virtuous while indulging your sweet tooth. We 

hope you'll join us!  

It’s not long now...spring 

bake sale coming soon! 

by Fiona Divecha 

Manager, Resident Life & Philanthropy 

 

 Leaving a legacy for Riderwood is 

altruism in its purest form. You give knowing that 

your benevolence will help another in the future, 

but you will not see the 

results of your 

kindness.  It also shows 

how devoted you are to 

the Riderwood’s future. 

 The Legacy 

Society honors those 

who have made 

arrangements to leave a 

gift to Riderwood from 

their estate.  We 

encourage you to 

consider leaving a 

legacy for 

the  Benevolent Care 

Fund or the Scholarship 

Fund in the form of 

bequests from a will or 

trust, entrance deposit 

beneficiary 

designations, or 

charitable gift 

annuities.  If you have 

already included the 

Benevolent Care or 

Scholarship Funds in 

your estate planning, 

please let us know now so that we can show you 

our appreciation. We would also like to make 

certain that we meet any conditions you might 

specify in the will or estate and that we are one 

step closer to reaching our goal.   

 If you feel that leaving a legacy gift to 

Riderwood would be 

meaningful to you, 

please contact Fiona 

Divecha, Philanthropy 

Manager, at 301-572-

8396 to discuss your 

desires.  We can go over 

all the options (from 

simple to complex) that 

will allow you to give in 

the most efficient and 

beneficial manner to 

your estate. 

 We will add 

your name to a leaf on 

our Legacy Tree in 

honor of your dedication 

to our community’s 

growth.  The next 

induction ceremony of 

Legacy Society 

members will be  

held on Thursday, May 

18 at 3 p.m in Lakeside 

Commons.  

Contributing to the future of Riderwood 

The Legacy Tree in Lakeside Commons is a tribute 

to residents that have included Riderwood in their 

will. (Photo by Chris Taydus) 

by Becky Hedin 

Director, The Acousti-Cats 

 

 What do you remember about the 

1960s?   Civil Rights, the War on Poverty, 

Vietnam War, the Women’s Movement and 

Woodstock are just a few of the happenings 

portrayed in song by Joan Baez, John Denver, 

Woody Guthrie, and Pete Seeger, as well as 

many others.    

 The Acousti-Cats will bring some of 

the most nostalgic sixties songs to the Encore 

Stage on Sunday, May 21 at 7:30 

p.m.  “Blowin’ in the Wind,” “This Land Is 

Your Land,” and “If I Had a Hammer” are part 

of the program.  There will be a few surprise 

songs too.  Plan to sing and reminisce along 

with our Riderwood ukulele players.  Even if 

you don’t sing, you can enjoy the pictures 

accompanying the music, so do come for an 

enjoyable evening.  

Acousti-cats plan musical trip back 

to the 1960s for upcoming concert 

by Michael Mullins 

Riderwood Resident 

 

 Playing board games is an ancient and 

noble way of relaxing and enjoying life. That’s why 

resident Mike Mullins is looking for people who 

enjoy playing board games to start a Board Games 

Club here at Riderwood.  Although he is only an 

average player, Michael is a member of the Board 

Games Players Association (BPA).  For over 20 

years, he’s enjoyed going to their World 

Boardgaming Championships, and while he never 

won a championship, he always enjoyed the 

camaraderie, fun, friendship, and good natured 

sportsmanship of the other players.  He is hoping to 

find the same here at Riderwood. 

 If interested, please come to demonstration 

games on Saturday, June 3 at 11:00 a.m.. Check the 

bulletin boards for the location close to the event. 

For more information or to sign up, contact Mike 

Mullins, KC 205 at 301-960-9745 or via email at 

michaelmullins36@gmail.com.  

Longtime board game 

enthusiast looks to start club 
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Welcome New  

Residents 

The following new residents have moved to  

Riderwood between March 20th & April 21st.  

 

Alice Travaglini (FR) Silver Spring, MD 

Joseph & Kathryn  

Cammisa (CC) 

Rockville, MD 

Ed Jurgrau (FR) Rockville, MD 

R. Noel Longuemare (FC) Ellicott City, MD 

Murray & Harriet Schulman 

(OP) 

Baltimore, MD 

Alice Molinari (CC) Chevy Chase, MD 

Marion Cove (PV) Potomac, MD 

Maria Tasnadi (HS) Washington, D.C. 

Nordica Green (FR) Washington, D.C. 

Herbert Schneider (CT) Blacksburg, VA 

Paul Martein (MG) Clarksville, MD 

Evelyn Naranjo (HS) Rockville, MD 

Shelia Mutchler (VP) Treasure Island, FL 

George & Lenore Standard 

(CT) 

Virginia Beach, VA 

Peter & Lennie Feigl (WC) Potomac, MD 

Bette Hoyt (KC) Bel Air, MD 

Alan & Joanne Goldberg (CT) McLean, VA 

Merrick & Roney Shawe (HS) New Carrollton, MD 

Ruth Greenstein (FR) West Orange, NJ 

Lew & Hildegard Rodgers 

(KC) 

Fulton, MD 

Mona Roland (WC) Reston, VA 

Barbara Ronis (OP) Montgomery, MD 

Don & Rita Schmidt (GV) Laurel, MD 

by Sandi Waibel 

Facilitator, Race Relations Committee and 

Member of the African American History Club 

 

 It is easy to forget that, until relatively 

recently, many white Americans loathed Dr. King. 

They perceived him as a rabble rouser and an 

agitator. Conversely, many African Americans 

hated him because he insisted on peaceful 

resolutions rather than violent ones. 

 Today, most of us tend to admire him and 

focus on his “I Have a Dream” speech in which he 

longed for the day when his children would “not 

be judged by the color of their skin but by the 

content of their character.” The Dr. King that 

many of us primarily remember is the leader of the 

Civil Rights movement for Blacks. But did you 

know: 

 

 In 1967 he denounced the Vietnam War. 

 He called for $30 billion annually in anti-

poverty spending for all races. 

 He asked Congress to guarantee income for 

all Americans regardless of race. 

 In 1968 he planned the Poor People’s 

Campaign for impoverished Americans — 

Black, White, and Latino. Millions 

demonstrated in DC. 

 

 In Dr. King’s 1967 speech he declared, 

“Instead of policing their borders, nations should 

develop an overriding loyalty to mankind as a 

whole.” He was basically saying we should live 

together in peace. 

 The African American History Club 

(AAHC) is sponsoring a program intended to 

expand our recollections of Dr. King. It is a three-

session program being held on three consecutive 

days following the current PGCC trimester. The 

program begins with the days of slavery and 

continues through to Dr. King’s death in 1968. The 

three-day event will be held on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, and Thursday, May 30 through June 

1. Each session will take place from 10:00 a.m. till 

noon in the Village Square Classroom. 

Hated by some; loved and admired by millions. 

Sketch by Lauren Tamaki  

by Mae Dillon 

GraceNotes concert coordinator  

 

 The GraceNotes spring concert will be 

on Friday, May 19 in the Chapel at 2:30 p.m., 

and again at 7:30 p.m., led by interim director 

Ray Roth and accompanied by pianist Elizabeth 

White. The concerts are free; however, 

donations are welcomed to help offset the cost 

of sheet music and other expenses. In addition 

to enjoying an exceptional variety of music, the 

audience will have opportunities to join in 

singing at various points throughout the 

concert.  

 The theme for this performance will be 

“The Joy of Singing”  in honor of the group’s 

late director, Myra Tate, whom many knew and 

loved. Resident Myra Tate enthusiastically 

directed GraceNotes from the fall of 2015 

through December 2016. She chose an eclectic 

repertoire, using music from a variety of 

traditions. Myra passed away on February 5, 

2017. The last selection on the program will be 

a tribute to her.  

 GraceNotes is a 30-37 voice women’s 

chorus led by Riderwood residents since 2007 

when a group of women residents approached 

Frank Erk requesting that he lead a women’s 

chorus. Frank, with his wife Ruth as the pianist, 

directed the GraceNotes from 2007 through the 

spring of 2015. Frank prepared the group to 

perform serious music including songs in 

several languages, and Frank’s special 

arrangement of “God Bless America” after the 

attacks on the World Trade Center and 

Pentagon in September of 2001. 

 Rehearsals are Tuesdays from 2:00 p.m. 

-3:30 p.m., September through June in the 

Village Square Music Room.  Women 

interested in joining us should contact Ray Roth 

for an audition at 301-273-2384 or 

cidrayroth@gmail.com. 

GraceNotes upcoming concert 

dedicated to Myra Tate 

by George J. Galasso 

NARFE Member 

 

 The White Oak Chapter of the National 

Active and Retired Federal Employees Association 

(NARFE) will hold its annual joint meeting with 

members residing at Riderwood on Monday, May 

15. Non-members are welcome to attend the 

luncheon, but will be charged $10. The meeting 

will begin at noon in Maryland Hall . 

 NARFE is the legislative voice and 

information resource for federal employees and 

retirees.  It is the only organization solely dedicated 

to protecting and preserving the pay and benefits of 

all active and retired federal workers. The 

organization also keeps them informed about 

legislative issues dealing with retirement income 

and health care benefits, taxation and cost of living 

adjustments. 

 Our guest speaker will be Nancy Floreen, 

at-large member of the Montgomery County 

Council, who will discuss issues of interest to our 

residents.  In addition to providing a legislative 

summary of the past year's session as it pertains to 

retirees and seniors, she will also discuss 

development of master plans across the county and 

balancing the need for growth with preservation of 

open space and protection of existing county 

neighborhoods.  Nancy is also currently the chair of 

the Planning, Housing, and Economic Development 

Committee.  These topics are also of concern to 

nearby Prince George’s County residents. 

 NARFE membership is open to current or 

retired federal government employees, as well as 

their spouses, former spouses, or surviving spouses 

for a membership fee of $40. That fee includes the 

award-winning NARFE magazine which is an 

excellent source of legislative analysis and 

reporting of issues of interest to retirees.   

 If you would like to learn more about it, 

please join us at the upcoming meeting. If you have 

any questions, please contact Riderwood resident 

George Galasso at (240) 293-6840.  

Local NARFE to hold its 

annual Riderwood meeting  

by Korey Knapper 

Site Coordinator, Information Technologies 
 

 Windows Vista is 

an operating system that 

came preinstalled on many 

computers purchased in 

2007 through 2009. On 

April 11, 2017, Microsoft 

discontinued offering product support for 

Windows Vista.  

 This discontinuation also means updates 

and security patches for Windows Vista have 

been abandoned, as well. As updates and security 

patches are no longer available, computers still 

running Vista are at significant risk for viruses, 

malware, and other exploitation. 

 Also, for computers still running Vista, 

technical support from most vendors has been 

discontinued and many applications and devices, 

such as printers and scanners, may no longer 

work.    

 As most computers running Vista are at 

least eight years old, they are not upgradeable.  If 

you have an older computer running Vista, you 

should consider buying a new computer. If you 

need assistance or are not sure how to proceed, 

Erickson Resident Computer Service is here to 

help. Please call 800-677-0211 to set up an 

appointment for an in-home consultation.  

Microsoft discontinues 

support for Windows Vista 

www.RiderwoodTV.com 
 

There you’ll find the latest news from 
the Riderwood Reporter, this week’s 
TV Guide, contact information for the 

TV studio staff, and much more! 
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Conversation with Administration 
by Wendy Ferris, Associate Executive Director 

 

Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at 

2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 17 

in Montgomery Station’s Maryland Hall. 
 

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration  

understand what we can do to improve customer service. Questions and answers may be altered for this column without changing the 

accuracy of the information presented.   
  

The following reflects the highlights of the meeting conducted in March:  

Questions and comments by Residents: 

 

1. Can there be a bench put in the hallway 

between Hampton Square and Town Center?   

We will look into this suggestion. 

 

2. I would like to acknowledge the great job the 

Arts Council did on the Art Show. 

Yes. Thank you to our dedicated residents and 

staff who helped put together the Art Show. If you 

get a chance, please visit the show in the hallway 

of the Encore Theater and the Lakeside 

Commons’ lobby. 

 

3. Can you tell me why the new badges don’t 

have our apartment numbers on them? 

The new community badges are an Erickson 

Living corporate standard and don't include 

identifying information except for a resident's 

name to prevent possible violations of the Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 

1996. From a security standpoint, in the future, 

residents’ doors will also be accessible using the 

same badge. We do not want your apartment 

number on your badge especially if the badge is 

misplaced and someone finds it. 

 

4. I would like to thank the general services 

department for putting up marked awnings for 

the entrances to the resident buildings. 

You are welcome. We are working on finishing 

installing awnings for all of the resident buildings. 

 

5. I would like to commend Riderwood for the 

automatic door openers. It has made my life 

much easier. 

Thank you. 

 

6. Is the information that is on 

EricksonResident.com going to be available on 

the My Erickson app? 

Yes. The information found on the 

EricksonResident.com website will be integrated 

into the My Erickson app sometime in the near 

future.  

 

7. What do I do if the fitness rooms are 

cold?        

If any room is uncomfortable, please contact 

general services or any front desk staff, and they 

will make sure that the temperature is adjusted. 

 

8. When will the private dining rooms be 

available to reserve?     

Our expectation is that we will have the private 

dining rooms available to book at the end of 

April. 

Wendy Ferris 

Announcements:  
 • In updates with our General Services 

Department, we would like to recognize Jack 

Vargo and our Grounds team. The recent winter 

storm event was handled in such a manner that the 

campus plowed and shoveled efficiently and 

seamlessly. The team has been working tirelessly 

to take care of all the ice. 

 • We are continuing our exterior door 

project and should finish the work on campus 

soon. We will continue to distribute new badges 

to our residents. In our Comcast upgrades to High 

Definition TV, we will begin the transition at the 

end of March and will start at Village Square, and 

will continue throughout the campus. There will 

be a pamphlet available at each front desk with 

additional information. 

 •  In our Sales updates, we had a record 

breaking month in February with 36 reservations. 

Our occupancy this month is 95.6%. We currently 

have 52 available apartments. Thirteen of these 

are on hold. We would also like to welcome our 

new sales associate, Ryan McClure. When you see 

Ryan, please say hello. 

 • The Scholarship Fund Campaign is 

starting soon. The fund was started to help our 

staff who wanted to improve their educational 

levels. The theme is “Their Future is in Our 

Hands, and Our Future is in Their Hands.”   

 • The “My Erickson” app is now 

available. If you need help with activating your 

account, please see a community resources 

coordinator. 

 • We would like to thank the outgoing 

Resident Advisory Council (RAC) members and 

welcome the new RAC. I would especially like to 

thank outgoing RAC Chair Rita Hofbauer for all 

of her hard work she gave to the community 

during her tenure.  

by Judy Brown 

Member, Celebration Ringers 

 The annual spring hand bell concert 

presented by the Celebration Ringers of Riderwood 

will be held on Friday, June 2 at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Riderwood Chapel. The program, titled The Magic 

of the Musicals, will feature a broad spectrum of 

music from Broadway and Hollywood including 

songs by Jerome Kern, Richard Rodgers, and 

Andrew Lloyd Webber. Also included will be the 

perennial favorite solo performance by the choir’s 

intrepid director, Richard Redfield.  Watching him 

snatch up bells and ring them with absolute 

precision is a high point in the concert.    

 Handbells were developed in England to be 

used by change ringers, so any bumpy practicing of 

complicated rhythms was away from the tower and 

not inflicted on the entire village. The Riderwood 

hand bell choir practices in the art room at Town 

Center on Wednesday nights and their door is open 

for interested listeners, bumpy practicing 

included.     

 The concert is free with a goodwill offering 

used to add music to the choir’s library.  Don’t miss 

this opportunity to enjoy this unique variety of 

musical performance.  

Handbell group prepares to 

ring in spring this June 
by Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 

 Ron Mentzer moved from Prince 

George’s County to Sebring, Florida in 1991 to 

pursue a golfing retirement. When he abandoned 

playing daily golf, he developed a new interest: 

drawing with graphite, 

charcoal, and colored pencils. 

Ron and Peggy, his wife of 60 

years, moved to Riderwood in 

2006.  He took a class on 

sculpting, “making the usual 

ashtray.” He soon began to 

work independently making 

clay figures with internal steel 

armatures to emphasize athletic 

motion.  Hence, his pieces 

cannot be fired in a kiln and are 

relatively fragile. 

 Ron describes himself 

as “more mechanical than 

creative,” though those viewing 

his work may dispute this.  He 

visits local sites for inspiration. 

The idea for the juried work 

came from a four-foot statue in 

the garden of the former 

National Park Seminary in 

nearby Forest Glen. The park was a finishing 

school for girls which opened in 1894 and is 

now a housing development.  Ron took several 

photographs in 2008 and then made his copy 

(over an eight week period) in his sunny kitchen 

studio in Meadowbrook Square.   He displays 

about two dozen sculptures in his apartment and 

has gifted some to his three daughters and eight 

grandchildren. 

 In addition to sculpting Ron enjoys 

duplicate bridge, reading, and trekking named 

and unnamed creek-side trails between the 

Potomac, Patuxent and 

Anacostia Rivers. 

In early June, the current 

exhibit at Lakeside Commons 

will move to the Windsor 

dining room and other spaces at 

Montgomery Station. Jurying 

for the new exhibit at Lakeside 

Commons is scheduled for June 

1 in the Card Room at Village 

Square. 

 Artwork selected for 

this new exhibit will be on 

display by June 

9.   Applications to participate 

in this next exhibit will be 

available at the front desks by 

May 8. Residents and staff are 

encouraged to apply. If the 

response is large enough, the 

Lakeside Commons exhibit 

could be expanded to 

designated space just inside the Overlook dining 

room. The Arts Council of Riderwood can 

arrange to assist residents with transporting 

artwork to the jurying space on June 1.  

Resident discovers new hobby after move to Riderwood 

In a sculpture by Ron Mentzer, a 

Greek hunter, Syparissus,  dies of grief 

after accidentally killing his pet stag.  
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Residents and staff learn about what can and cannot be recycled as part of the single stream recycling 

effort in Montgomery County as part of Earth Day on Tuesday, April 18. (Photo by Chris Taydus) 

Around the Campus: Residents celebrate Earth Day 2017 

AARP Safe Driving Course 
 
 

Thursday, May 25 

at 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

in the Village Square Classroom 

 

$15 for AARP Members,  

$20 for non-members 

For questions or to register call 

Donna Anderson at 301-572-6051 

Get ready to register for 

PGCC Summer classes 

by Ray Roth 

Director, The Gentlemen Songsters 

 

 What does one do with nineteen divers 

men with backgrounds at NASA, the Air 

Force,  in law, a sitting judge, etc. looking for a 

musical activity here in Riderwood?  How about 

forming a men’s chorus?  Voila!  It happened 

and now these men are preparing for their 

second public concert.  They are directed by Ray 

Roth with his wife, Cidney, as the accompanist. 

 The Gentlemen Songsters will present 

their concert, “Gentlemen Songsters and Three 

Surprises,” on Thursday, May 11 in the 

Riderwood Chapel at 2:00 p.m. with a repeat 

performance at 7:30 p.m..  The variety of music 

will include American folk songs, a Celtic song, 

a spiritual, songs from American musicals and 

songs written specifically for male 

choruses.  The “surprises” will not be divulged 

until the actual performance. 

 No admission fee will be charged; 

however, all donations above the concert 

expenses will be given to the  Riderwood 

Benevolent Care Fund.  

Gentlemen Songsters prepare 

for their second performance 

by Martha Robinson 

Resident Writer 

 

 A new group has formed at Riderwood to 

conduct a call/email/write-in effort to help make 

sure decision makers in Congress know the 

concerns of ordinary people.  The group’s name is 

Indivisible Call to Action at Riderwood, and it aims 

to promote active participation by residents in the 

ongoing rhetoric, policies, and actions throughout 

government, a 

 Since organizing in February, more than 

100 residents have joined.  Members receive a 

weekly alert of timely actions on such matters as 

legislation to repeal and replace the Affordable 

Care Act, the immigration ban, consumer and 

environmental protections, and fracking in 

Maryland.  The idea is for individuals to select 

issues that matter to them and contact designated 

members of Congress.   

 The group also encourages members to 

encourage friends, family, and colleagues across 

the country to create extended networks of like 

purpose.  At a meeting on March 29, the group was 

walked through a short tutorial on “how to set up a 

network” and other means of exerting influence. 

 Members are provided access to the 

“Indivisible Handbook,” providing the rationale 

and how-to of resistance to actions impacting 

Social Security, the environment, education, and 

more.  This handbook, written by Capitol Hill staff 

members, has evolved into a national grassroots 

“Indivisible” movement of about 5,000 groups 

representing nearly every congressional district in 

the country.  Members of the "Call to Action" 

group at Riderwood also receive a contact list for 

congressional, state, and local officials. 

 In its brochure, the new group says its 

mission is to “defend American values by a strategy 

of either supporting or resisting…anti-Democratic 

actions and destabilizing rhetoric and decisions.” 

 Steering committee members of Riderwood 

Indivisible are Dick Dowd, Terry Dowd, Lyn 

Doyle, Angela Miotto, Ellen Ollendorf, Marcia 

Price, Sylvia Raphael, Martha Robinson, Dan 

Sachs, Ruth Sachs, Ira Tublin, Marilyn Tublin, and 

Suzan Wynne.  For more information about 

Indivisible Call to Action at Riderwood and to join, 

email dowdstd@hotmail.com.  

Activist group forms to 

make voices heard to 

government officials  

Writers Guild welcomes 

new editorial team 
By Nancy Pawliger 

Co-Chair, Continuing Education Committee  

 

 Classes for the Prince George’s 

Community College summer trimester as part of 

the SAGE program (Seasoned Adults Growing 

Educationally), will take place from June 12 

through September 16.  All classes are held on the 

Riderwood campus, and course catalogs will be 

available at the front desk of each clubhouse 

beginning on May 15. 

 Online registration begins on May 24. If 

you need help registering, come to the registration 

help sessions on May 24 from 10:00 a.m. till noon 

and 1:00 p.m. till 5:00 p.m. in the Lakeside 

Commons and Village Square computer labs.  A 

registration fee of $75 allows you to register for 

up to ten classes. If you come to the registration 

help sessions, please bring a credit card to pay for 

your registration, along with your username and 

password. Checks can be accepted by the PGCC 

staff on site on May 24, but take longer to 

process. 

 If you have never taken a PGCC class, 

you will need to get a student ID number,  

username, and password to register. Complete 

registration instructions are in the catalog. If you 

are a returning student, you should already have 

these, but you should verify that they are still 

current by going to the Owl Link on the PGCC 

website and signing in to your account.  If 

everything is still current, you will see a welcome 

screen.  If there is an issue, call PGCC  

at (301)546-0637. 

 If you need help to get a username and 

password, bring your PGCC Student ID number 

to the Lakeside Commons computer lab from 3:15 

p.m. to 4:15 p.m. on Thursdays or to the Village 

Square computer lab on Fridays from 3:45 p.m. to 

4:45 p.m. and someone will assist you.  

by Ed Vilade  

Member, Writers Guild Editorial Team 

 

 The Riderwood Writers Guild has named 

a new editorial team to carry forward its 

publication Tales from Riderwood and to explore 

the expansion of the Guild's activities. Chair of 

the group will be Martha Robinson, who has been 

active with the Writer's Guild for nine 

years.  Joining her will be Ed Vilade, Colby 

Rodowsky, and Janet Lopes, who will also serve 

as treasurer. 

 Writer's Guild members expressed their 

appreciation to Ion Deaton and Harriet Levy, 

longtime team members who are stepping 

down.   The Guild also expressed its gratitude for 

the  help of John Fountain and Jane Myers. 

 The Guild publishes Tales from 

Riderwood three times a year.   Tales is a 

compendium of non-fiction, fiction, and poetry by 

Riderwood residents. The current issue is now 

available at the front desks of all Riderwood 

clubhouses.  The next edition will be published in 

early summer, and the Guild invites submissions 

for the issue.  They should be sent to Martha 

Robinson at mnr.rer@gmail.com.    

 The Writer's Guild meets at 3 p.m. on the 

fourth Monday of each month in the meeting 

room at Montgomery Station.   Members read 

their writings and receive comments from the 

group on their works.  All Riderwood residents 

are invited.   

 The Writer's Guild is also considering 

offering periodic mini-tutorials on different kinds 

of writing, such as letters to the editor, short 

features and stories on people and events, 

memoirs and any other aspects of writing in 

which there is interest.   Guild members are also 

available to provide individual advice on 

residents' writings.    



Page 8  |     RiderwoodTV.com     |     Riderwood Reporter     | RiderwoodLife.org | May 2017 

 

 

Have an idea for a program? RWTV 

always welcomes suggestions. 

Contact Avedis Aghguiguian  

at 301-572-8457  

or aaghguiguian@erickson.com 

In Memoriam 

The following residents passed away  

between March 20th and April 24th.  

Lillian Kort GV 3/21 

Jane Strong BG 3/24 

Justin Bettendorf  ET 3/25 

Elizabeth Myers HG 3/26 

Conrad Posey MS 3/28 

Hannah Beroza OG 3/29 

Evelyn Koepke MG 3/30 

Joseph John Haskell  OG 3/30 

Florence Woon  HS 3/30 

Erlyne Cooper OP 3/31 

Betty Thomas OP 3/31 

Rosette F. Halpern  MG 4/3 

Velma Watson OG 4/4 

Donna Leone RC 4/5 

Marguerite Kitchener  RC 4/6 

Rita Zelonis CL 4/7 

Helen Powell ET 4/8 

Walter Craig HS 4/9 

Marie Moulton  FC 4/11 

Lisa Carp MG 4/15 

Eugene Hoenig HG 4/16 

Audrey Beck PV 4/20 

Visit the Treasure Chest! 
 Terrace Level of Victoria Place in VSQ,  

Parking Lot E   

Sale Days : Thursdays 3-5 p.m.  May 11 & 25 

Fridays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  May 12 & 26 

Beautiful gifts for Mother  

Look for the 50% off tags 

Correction: In the April 2017 edition of 

the Riderwood Reporter, the Choose 

Civility article was incorrectly attributed. 

The article was actually written by 

Rebecca Griffin. The Riderwood 

Reporter apologizes for the mistake.  

By Alan Mayers 

PAC Member & Show Producer 

 

 Remember oldies such as “Moon 

River,”  “On the Acheson,” “Topeka and the Santa 

Fe,” “In the Cool, Cool, Cool of the 

Evening,”  “Satin Doll?”  They’re on the cabaret 

program of melodies by Henry 

Mancini and Johnny Mercer to 

be offered by The Sapphires 

on Friday evening, May 19 at 

8:00 p.m., in the Encore 

Theater.  Tickets will be sold 

in the dining room lobbies 

from 4:30 to 6:00 on Monday 

and Tuesday, May 15 and 16. 

 The Sapphires -- four 

singers and pianist – have been 

together as a group since 2015, 

their first program being 

“Sinatra All the Way,” a 

celebration of the centennial of 

Frank Sinatra’s birth.  Since 

then, they have sung and danced to songs 

associated with Bing Crosby, Andy Williams, and 

others. They’ve performed in the Friendship 

Heights Concert Series, at Ingleside, Maplewood 

Park Place, in Suitland and outreach programs at 

Christ House and throughout Maryland, Virginia, 

and DC.  Members of the group are also active in 

numerous other musical organizations here. 

 Accompanied by pianist Jeffrey Hayes, 

who plays at the Fairmont Hotel in Washington, 

the singers include Laura 

Holmes, soprano, who 

performs and directs at 

Bethesda Little Theater, 

Cathy McCoskey, mezzo-

soprano, who has 

performed her musical 

reviews in the area, Justin 

Cunningham, bass-

baritone, and Mark 

Pulling, both of whom 

sing with numerous 

distinguished choral 

groups and theater groups 

around Washington. 

 Come and let your 

heart sing and dance with them in this delightful 

program. 

PAC presents The Sapphires vocal ensemble  

by Martha Robinson 

Resident Writer 

 

 The Riderwood Softball Team practices 

twice a week for three months.  That’s what it 

takes to be as good as possible at throwing, 

running, hitting, and catching.  With a coach who 

has ball playing in his blood and a lifetime of 

sizing up players and team-building, Riderwood 

will be ready on June 7 to take the field against 

three other Erickson Living retirement 

communities—Charlestown, Oak Crest, and 

Greenspring. 

 The prize for Riderwood’s 70 and 80-year-

olds is doing their best to win the championship of 

the annual Erickson tournament, dubbed a “Battle 

of the Beltways.”  This year’s games will be at the 

Charlestown campus in Catonsville MD.  As usual, 

the rules of the games are intended to 

accommodate safe senior play.   

 Charlie Hudson, the coach since about 

2008, says the team is ready to play to win and 

have fun.  The greatest influence in his life, he 

says, was his ball-playing father who taught him to 

catch at age 2.  After his sandlot years and college, 

Charlie made a career of teaching, coaching, and 

umpiring athletics in Prince George’s County for 

youth and then seniors well after retiring from the 

High Point High School faculty.   

 Most of the guys taking the field this year 

grew up playing ball and are serious 

spectators.  “I’ve played ball all my life,” says 

designated hitter David Friedman.  From 1966 

until 2015 and throughout his 36-year career as an 

IRS agent, he played on regular and senior teams 

in Bowie.  Dave Ackerman played on his Capitol 

Hill office team, and Richard Bennof is a self-

described supporter of all D.C. teams, especially 

the Nats, Redskins, and Caps.  Preston James 

played pick-up ball around D.C. and had a career 

in the construction business before playing outfield 

in a senior league.  He’s been catching for 

Riderwood for about five years.   

 Jack McMahon, a retired mechanical 

engineer who still runs weekend road races, plays 

outfield for Riderwood and runs the bases for 

hitters as needed.  Jon McNeal, a chemist, got into 

the game watching his grandson play.  For David 

Nation, a Little Leaguer from Hudson, Iowa, and a 

computer scientist/researcher, this is his second 

year.  Bob Tiller, a former public policy advocate 

and the newest Riderwood resident on the team, 

says he’s played “almost every position” over 

time.  Dick Kmetz, a 12-year veteran can’t 

remember when he didn’t play ball through college 

and in work and community leagues.  Left-handed 

ex-Bladensburg High School pitcher Gordon 

Ward, a registered professional engineer, now 

commands the mound for Riderwood.  He ran 

track and played soccer, but softball was always 

his hobby.   

 For the coach and players, Riderwood 

softball is all about appreciating each other’s 

abilities and efforts, improving skills, staying 

sharp, being competitive, and having a lot of fun.  

Competitive spirit and lots of fun make 

up community softball team 
by George J. Galasso 

Bocce Club Chairperson 

 

 Last year, the Riderwood Bocce Club won 

a tournament against sister-community 

Charlestown. The win brought with it a small 

trophy and  the need to figure out where it could 

be displayed.  To our surprise, we learned that 

there was no such place.  Previous trophies were 

stored in a closet.  We thought this was an 

overlooked opportunity to show residents and 

future residents that Riderwood was a vibrant, 

active, fun community.  So we lobbied for a 

trophy case where these tokens could be 

displayed. 

 With the support of fitness manager Paula 

Butler, we succeeded, and we now have a trophy 

case which is housed in the Lakeside Commons 

Fitness Center.  Although it is not in a very visible 

spot, it is a temporary location.  The intent is to 

house it there until it finds its permanent home in 

the new Wellness Center when it is built. 

 We then set about locating existing awards 

from the Pickleball Group, Putting Club, Softball 

Team, Table Tennis team, and the Tennis Club . 

We invite any other group we overlooked 

participate in sharing any existing trophy or a 

future ones. Thus far the trophy case includes the 

First Annual Riderwood Bocce Tournament 

Award, which we hope will be the first of many. 

Other trophies found in the closet and elsewhere 

include Softball, Putterland Ball, Table Tennis, 

Golf, Tennis, March Madness Fitness Competition 

and a plaque for our support of Special Olympics. 

 We are pleased to have this new addition 

to Riderwood so that residents and future residents 

can see that Riderwood is an active, lively, and 

exciting community.   We invite you to check out 

the trophy case in the Lakeside Commons Fitness 

Center from 1-3 p.m. on May 24. Light 

refreshments will be served.  

New trophy case recognizes 

Riderwood’s athletic 

accomplishments  


