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Riderwood says thank you to Calverton Fire/
EMS Station 841 through kitchen renovation
By Jeff Getek
Public Affairs Manager

When it comes to answering the call of
duty, residents and employees of Riderwood
have always been able to count on the Prince
George’s County Fire Department.
Specifically,
Calverton
Fire/EMS
Station 841 located on nearby Powder Mill
Road has partnered with the Riderwood
Security Team to provide emergency services
when needed at Riderwood’s 120-acre campus.
To show appreciation for that
long-standing relationship, employees and
vendors associated with Riderwood took on a
project of their own.
They shared
their
creativity,
expertise, labor and
supplies to renovate
the
kitchen
and
lounge
area
of
Calverton
Station
841. Starting in
early June, the group
did demolition work,
painted
walls,
hooked-up
appliances and installed drop-ceiling tiles,
lighting and flooring.
Eddie Bharucha, the customer service
& communications manager at Riderwood,
coordinated the project with employee
volunteers and the staff from three area
vendors: Business Flooring, Inc., Cypress
Contracting and Hacker Painting. The
estimated worth of the project is $20,000.

On July 8, a celebratory “reveal” took
place at the fire station. Project leaders and the
Calverton Station crew were joined by Prince
George’s County Fire Department Chief Marc
S. Bashoor for a brief ceremony and
refreshments.
Executive Director of Riderwood Gary
Hibbs attended the event and talked about the
value of having the dedicated team of
firefighters and EMS personnel from Station
841 so close.
“The safety and well-being of our
residents is at the top of our list in creating the
foundation for a great community and a great
life
for
each
resident,” said Gary.
“This
partnership
with our neighbors
goes a long way in
cementing
this
foundation firmly in
place.”
Riderwood
employees
are
encouraged
to
seek
volunteer
opportunities
that
serve the surrounding
community.
“Our dedicated team recognizes the
dedication of our neighbors at Station 841. The
generosity of our employees and vendors
demonstrates a genuine, heartfelt appreciation
for all they do to help us in our mission to
create a vibrant life for those we mutually
serve,” noted Gary.

Reserve your seats for the Gala
benefitting the Benevolent Care Fund
By Fiona Divecha
Philanthropy Manager

Have you reserved your seats for the
event of the year? This year’s Gala to benefit
the Benevolent Care Fund will feature the
food and wine of Sonoma. The Gala is the
culmination of a campaign to raise funds for
your neighbors in need and a celebration that
we are able to meet that commitment.
Join us on September 24 for an
evening in Sonoma, California! Maryland Hall
will be transformed into a Sonoma vineyard
with rustic yet elegant charm.
Enjoy
California
wines and
a full bar.
Hors
d’ouevres
will
be
followed
by a fourcourse,
farm-fresh meal. Entertainment will be
provided by the Nitehawks Band and Gotta

Swing Dancers.
The Benevolent Care Fund supports
our residents who have exhausted all of their
financial resources and are in need of financial
assistance to supplement their social security
or pension to cover their monthly costs. Often
the need is due to the burden of tremendous
health care costs. Currently, the Benevolent
Care Fund is supporting four residents. We
spend approximately $28,000 each month for
the care of those four in need of our help.
Our goal for this year is to raise
$470,000 so that we will be able to meet the
current need and to put a little away to ensure
we will be able to meet future need. Please
consider being a part of this campaign and
give to the BCF to support your friends and
neighbors that are experiencing a challenging
time.
Every donation is needed and
appreciated. See you at the Gala!
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Welcome new Horticulture
Technician Jennifer
Brunt to the community
By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Jack Vargo has a new side kick! Jennifer
(Jenny) Brunt was hired on June 1st as a
Horticulture Technician II. This is an ideal job for
Jenny who has recently been caring for her parents in
their Laurel home. She has an associate degree in
landscape management from the University of
Maryland. She loves being creative, gardening and
relates well to older people.
Jenny unearthed miniature servicemen in a
store room and spray painted them copper and added
flags to make an
attractive patriotic
decoration for the
July 4 holiday. She
plans to use her
artistic
and
carpentry
skills
to
assist
with
decorations for the
Gala affair. A baby
rabbit was found on
the road near Town
Center and Jenny
has nursed Alfalfa Jennifer Brunt pictured with
(name she gave one of the servicemen that she
spray painted.
him), transporting
him between her
home and work daily with the plan to release him
within Riderwood Village when he is ready. Jenny
describes herself as a “huge environmentalist and
animal lover.” She has been a captain of a team for
Relay for Life (American Cancer Society) for
seven years and is an active member of Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in Laurel.
Jenny says “I could not have asked for a
better job. It is nice to be part of a well-managed
program.”

The League of Women
Voters sponsors voter
registration on campus
By Martha Robinson
Democratic Club Member
Continuing voter registration sponsored by the
League of Women Voters to be held for residents,
Riderwood staff, students, and caretakers. The schedule
is as follows.
Thursday, August 4
11:00am – 1:30pm
Village Square Dining Lobby
AND
3:30pm – 6:00pm
All Dining Lobbies
Thursday, August 25
11:00am – 1:30pm
Village Square Dining Lobby
AND
3:30pm– 6pm
All Dining Lobbies
This is an opportunity for those who are not
currently registered to vote in Maryland, or for those
who need to change name, address, or party affiliation
to do so.
To register, you must bring identification, such
as a valid Maryland driver’s license or MVA ID. Or, if
you don't have these, you may provide the last 4 digits
of your Social Security number. Contact: Terry and
Dick Dowd, email dowdstd@hotmail.com or 240-5607910.
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Greetings from Administration
I sure have been enjoying the Summer! Every July my family
joins our extended family (I’m one of six kids, all married with kids)
for an annual reunion, renting a big beach house in Emerald Isle, NC,
for a week of “organized chaos!” The house can have thirty-some
people at any one time. We love the tradition, catching up and just
seeing how the larger, extended family has
grown and changed throughout the year. In
the picture you’ll see my family on the beach:
Taylor (23), Anneliese (24), my wife Jenne
(age withheld!), Nathanael (17), myself (just a
little over 29?) and Garlyn (recently engaged
and 22).
Whether it’s family or anything else in
life, change is always occurring, whether we
like it or not. In fact, Heraclitus, a Greek
philosopher, is famously quoted as saying
"change is the only constant in life." The same is true for what’s going
on here at Riderwood. One big change is that this month, with our new
“Glen at Orchard Point” assisted living offering completed, we are
gearing up for residents moving in during September. We’ll be giving
folks the opportunity to tour through during this month. While this is
positive change, it did come with some noise and dust during the
renovation and construction. Thanks to all of the residents who live
close by and hung in there through it all!
And, of course, change is also occurring outside of Riderwood.
Has anyone noticed a little bit of construction occurring just down the
road, behind the Target? Yes, I’ll bet you have! The Washington
Adventist Hospital construction is going on and they plan to open their
170 bed, state-of-the-art facility in 2019. You can hear all about it on
August 25th at 3:00pm in Montgomery Station’s Maryland Hall as
hospital President Erik Wangsness will be here in to give you the
highlights and status update. Hope to see you there. Enjoy the rest of
the Summer!

— Gary Hibbs, Executive Director
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From the RAC
I’d like to address the role of a small slip of paper. It would seem
insignificant, but the comment slips in each dining room can play a
significant role in your dining experience.
They are analyzed by the dining manager and her/his staff and
appropriate action is taken. Some examples: more sugar cookies at
Fireside [this was done]. Some more complex: wait
staff failures at Seasons [additional training
provided]. Some can’t be resolved: one request to
tighten reservation policy for private dining rooms
and one to loosen. Whatever the resolution, be
assured that your comments have been considered in
the plans for your dining experience.
The above role is important to your dining
experience, but there is another that impresses me
more; the telling of your wait staff when they have
done a good job. We don’t tip at Riderwood, so the
way of doing this is to indicate how you feel about positive service
personally or on a comment card. Complementary slips are reviewed with
the wait staff in a meeting before each meal, along with other information
about the meal that needs to be imparted, and then they are posted on a
bulletin board. I first wondered if this would make any impression on our
very young wait staff. From personal observation and discussion with the
wait staff I can affirm that they do make a difference. No matter the age,
people like to be told when they have done a good job.

— Bud Bare, Liaison to Dining Services
CAMPUS CAPERS BY R. WOOD

I only watch the oldies.
They’re understandable.

Observer
By Jim Feldman
I’m an old movie fan. Are
You?
I don’t know about you, but I love old
movies and TV shows. For one thing, the plots are
pretty straight forward and uncomplicated, although
sometimes pretty ridiculous, but hey, you can’t have
everything, and I can understand every word without
straining my ears. The music is a lot better, too.
The actors talk at a reasonable pace, not like
they’re running a race with words, which seems to be
the habit today. I have trouble following a British
accent at any pace and any hint of a foreign accent
throws me off balance. It wasn’t always like that but I
guess that’s just a penalty for being over the sell by
date.
One of my favorite old films is “It Happened
One Night,” a 1934 screwball comedy directed by
Frank Capra starring Claudette Colbert and Clark
Gable. She plays a rich girl running away from her
father to marry a ne'er-do-well. She meets an
unemployed newsman played by Gable who needs her
story to regain his job. Their adventures by bus and
hitch-hiking supply a lot of action. The bus sequences
popularized bus travel in the 1930s. I love that movie.
My daughter made me a present of a collection of
Capra movies including that one.
Another favorite of mine is the old Perry
Mason show. The mysteries are easy to follow and the
courtroom sequences provide a pretty good education
in criminal law and legal procedures. Maybe I like
them so much because of my years covering courts

Observer says: Because light
travels faster than sound some
people appear bright until they
start talking.

and county government
for the Des Moines
Register. They sent me
all over Iowa to cover
important murder trials. I
have a good collection of
the old Perry Mason
shows.

A few words from some
Reporter readers
Last month’s column about my addiction to
catalogs hit a nerve with some folks. I learned that I
am not the only one with this problem.
Elyse Schochet of Madison Green wrote, in
part: “I really can relate to your article on catalogs.
My mother who lived here two and a half years ago
used to get catalogs that would fill three mailboxes. I
get the same because I like ordering clothes online. . .
I hate going to the mall. When I arrived here seven
months ago my new friends would laugh and say
another package.”
Some other folks I ran into in the hallways
expressed similar thoughts...
Joe Lasko, the sage of Canterbury Court,
sent these items:
“When you’re young the house you buy takes care of
you. When you age, the roles are reversed. You
discover you are taking care of the house.” And Joe
says this about grandchildren:
“If I knew they would bring so much
pleasure I would have had them first.”

Send brief anecdotes to
jimfeldman25@gmail.com or put
a note in my
cubby, VP 118, Village Square.

Riderwood Reporter
Published Monthly by the Residents and Staff of
Riderwood Village
The Reporter aims to appeal to our diverse
population. Our priority is to inform residents about
Community news. Articles are accepted and edited at
the discretion of the Publisher, Editor, and Editorial
Board.
RIDERWOOD MEDIA EDITORIAL BOARD
Shirley Dearfield
Mark Mills
Jack Wachtman
Kierra Patterson
Levern Allen
Bo Lundh
Lew Rhodes
Wendy Ferris
RAC Information Office: Bob Boger
The Editorial Board establishes policies and
procedures to effectively serve the community,
publish The Reporter, and show programming on
RWTV.
Publisher
Associate Publisher
Chief Editor
Editor
Editor
Proof Editor
Calendar Editor
Resident Writer

Gary Hibbs
Wendy Ferris
Kierra Patterson
Avedis Aghguiguian
Mark Mills
Elizabeth White
Dennis Johnson
Mitzi Clark
Jim Feldman
Almeda Girod
Corrinne Lennox
Steve Mayer
Bob Merikangas
Mary Popkin
Martha Robinson

If you would like to submit an article or have any
questions about The Reporter please contact Chief
Editor, Kierra Patterson, at 301-572-8399 ext:
606-2077 or email Kierra.Patterson@erickson.com
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From the Resident
Director’s desk

We are ONE! Celebrate
our diversity, unity at
Riderwood’s Diversity Fair

Continue nominating staff
members for the Erickson
Living Values Award

By Pat Davis and Eileen Erstad
Riderwood Board of Directors members

By Kierra Patterson
Erickson Living Values Team member

By Bishal Pandey
Erickson Living Values Team member

Are you ready for a trip around the
world?! Well… if hopping on a plane seems like
too much trouble, just come down to the
Maryland Hall on September 13 and celebrate
our diversity and unity
by participating in
Riderwood’s Diversity
Fair – Around the
RiderWORLD!
The
event will be from
1:00
to
3:00pm
and will showcase
Riderwood’s diversity
through performances, display tables, music,
food, and much more!
Each month, the Riderwood family
celebrates one of the Erickson Living values with
Diversity being one of them. Here at Riderwood,
we demonstrate acceptance of individual
differences by seeking to understand and
embrace a wide variety of traditions, cultures,
and preferences, and consistently welcoming and
acknowledging diverse thoughts and ideas. We
seek
opportunities
to
strengthen
the
organizations’ cultural diversity. Come to the
Diversity Fair to see and experience just how
diverse our community is. Bond with your
neighbors and staff members as they share a
piece of who they are through their tables and
performances.
If you or your group are interested in
having a table or doing a performance, pick up a
sign-up form at your community building front
desk, fill it out, and return it to the front desk by
Monday, August15th.
We welcome you to share your
heritage, nationality, religion, culture, political
values, unique experiences, and more! Please
call ELV team member Kierra Patterson at 301572-8399 ext. 606-2077 or ELVT Chair Amy
Holzer at 301-572-8392 if you have any
questions.

Your simple act of nominating staff helps
staff members going above and beyond their job
duties get recognized throughout the community.
If you see any staff member going above and
beyond their job duties, please pick up a
nomination form, available in each community
building at the bulletin boards, write their name
and department, and write down the story of what
they did. Then turn it in to any ELVT member
(listed on the back of the form) or drop it off to the
Human Resources Department in Town Center or
email it to
RVWELVAwardNominees@erickson.com.
To achieve a greater result and keep
employees motivated, recognition and rewards
play a huge factor. Erickson Living Values Team
(ELVT) wants to thank all our peers as well as
residents for helping us to bring “SUPERHEROS”
into the limelight. This is a great way to thank our
peers for the wonderful work that they do every
day. Staff member/s who win this award receive a
day off with pay, a monetary reward, and
recognition for their great work!
ELV Team also wants to remind everyone
that the value of the month for August is
Responsibility. We can demonstrate this value by:

This month I invited Eileen Erstad, a
longtime member of the Riderwood Board of Directors
and newly-appointed member of our Community
Oversight Committee, to introduce herself to those
residents who don't already know her. Everyone will
have a chance to greet Eileen at the Town Hall
meeting in early December which will introduce the
2017 budget.
Greetings! My name is Eileen Erstad and I
have been a member of
Riderwood’s Board of
Directors since 2007. I
came to the board with
experience in finance
and operations, primarily
in
the
healthcare
industry.
I grew up in
Maryland and attended
Loyola
College,
majoring in accounting and passed the CPA
examination before you
could use calculators or
computers.
After
Eileen Erstad, Board of
Directors member
working many years for
a public accounting
firm, I went to work in the healthcare industry and
served as the chief financial officer for a company that
provided rehab, respiratory, pharmacy, mobile
x-ray, medical equipment and other services to Skilled
Nursing and Assisted Living communities. This
company was sold in 2006, and in 2007 I had the
opportunity to move to Florida and work in the
hospitality industry. This was the perfect complement
to help me better serve the residents of Riderwood.
I currently consult, assisting companies in
valuations and operations as well as serving as the
chair of the Operations and Risk Management
Committee for National Senior Campuses. I am excited
to serve on the Riderwood COC and look forward to
continuing my service to the community.

Learn the many services that Arbor Ridge
provides to Riderwood residents
By Peace Oke
Director of Nursing

Riderwood is a continuing care retirement
community with integrative levels of care. Levels of
care include skilled nursing (short term rehab and long
term care, assisted living (regular assisted
living, premium and “plus” (memory care), and
independent living. As members of the Riderwood
community, residents of Arbor Ridge (ABR) have
access and proximity to all of the many resources and
amenities located throughout the campus. If you need
support in your daily activities or nursing care,
Arbor Ridge offers the appropriate service with a
person centered approach in an environment that is at
once familiar and special.
Arbor Ridge is comprised of a clubhouse and
three interconnected residential sections for residents
with different needs.
In assisted living the first three floors of Rose
Court and the two floors of Evergreen Terrace
comprise Riderwood’s original Assisted Living
apartments.
The top two floors of Rose Court are for
residents who need more assistance and personal
attention, to help with mobility and other physical
needs or with memory and decision making.
The services and amenities in Assisted Living
are designed to maximize residents’ freedom and
independence. Residents select their own apartments,
consisting of studio, one- and two-bedroom models,
bring their personal furnishings and can receive
visitors and come and go as they wish. Three meals a
day in the dining room on each floor plus a variety of
small group activities and numerous special programs
help to build friendships and a sense of camaraderie.

All Assisted Living residents receive basic
housekeeping, laundry services, mail delivery, and
regular social work and physician “house calls.”
Twenty-four hour continuous nursing services, such as
administration of medications, assistance with
dressing or bathing, and cueing (for example,
reminders about scheduled activities) are provided if
needed. Scheduled activities in Assisted Living,
combined with easy access to the rest of ABR and to
Riderwood’s Independent Living neighborhoods, help
to keep residents active and connected to the larger
community.
In skilled nursing Oak Grove Way has 117
residences, including private rooms and one-bedroom
suites, for individuals needing long-term skilled
nursing or rehabilitation services. About 73 residents
who need long-term support live on the first and third
floors of Oak Grove Way (“OG1” and “OG3”). As in
Assisted Living, dining on each floor, small group
activities,
special
programs,
and
available
transportation help these residents make new friends
and remain connected to the larger Riderwood
community. The first floor of Oak Grove is divided in
two; 29 rooms are located in the skilled nursing
portion of the floor, while the remaining seven rooms
are located in the assisted living portion of the floor.
The second floor of Oak Grove Way provides
accommodations and services for individuals needing
short-term rehabilitation therapy or short-term skilled
nursing, typically following an illness, injury, or
surgery. Most residents of Oak Grove Way 2 stay less
than 30 days and then return to their usual residence
(Arbor Ridge /Independent Living).
If you would like more information about
Arbor Ridge please contact me, Peace Oke, Director
of Nursing at 301-572-8345.

■ Taking personal accountability for actions and
behaviors;
■ Practicing good stewardship when using the
organization's resources;
■ Ensuring that issues are resolved with a sense of
urgency and in a timely manner.
A couple of my favorite quotes about
responsibility:
“The greatest gifts you can give your children
are the roots of responsibility and the wings of
Independence.” Denis Waitley
“You must take personal responsibility. You
cannot change the circumstances, the seasons, or
the wind, but you can change yourself. That is
something you have charge of.” Jim Rohn

Stay Tuned! New things
coming to Riderwood TV
By Kierra Patterson
RWTV Coordinator

Earlier this year an article was published
about the Riderwood TV survey results followed
by focus groups. Those who checked the box on
the survey that mentioned that they would like to
participate in a focus group were invited to attend
one of the four sessions that were held in April
and May of this year.
The feedback from the residents was very
helpful and we plan to implement some changes
to our programming over the next few months.
Some highlights from the focus groups included
providing more training for resident volunteers,
revising our TV Guide and programming,
conducting more focus groups, and having
shorter but informative shows. We heard your
comments and concerns and they are greatly
appreciated. Our goal at Riderwood TV is to keep
residents, staff and guests informed, connected
and well entertained. If you have program
suggestions, concerns or would like to possibly
volunteer with us in the TV studio please feel free
to reach out to Riderwood TV Manager Mark
Mills at 301-572-8328.
Keep watching Riderwood TV and look
forward to some great programs and an updated
studio set in the future!
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Get to know the Department: Riderwood TV Neighbors in Deed
By Mark Mills
Riderwood TV Manager

Riderwood TV is the community’s
in-house television station which provides
programming and information through various
means to keep residents informed of all things
related to Riderwood. The team is made up of four
staff members.
Mark Mills, Manager of RWTV, oversees
the department, daily workflow of operations,
programming development and future direction of
the studio. This includes keeping the budget
in check, handling equipment upgrades and
repairs, and assisting in daily operations as
necessary. The manager provides input and
support in maintaining the audiovisual equipment
on campus, as needed, and also serves as lead
coordinator for “Erickson
Now” a digital information
platform being developed
by Corporate I.T. to provide
residents with an electronic
means
to access all
information
Riderwoodrelated and connect with
one another.
Production
Coordinator,
Avedis
Aghguiguian, handles the
majority
of
studio
operations which includes ensuring the airing of
show content, brainstorming program ideas with
the help of a resident programming group he
facilitates, shooting, editing, and creative
animation of graphics. This is his biggest source of
pride in coming up with new ways to keep
people entertained. He is responsible for
scheduling when our programming will air on Ch.
972, and on our website, www.riderwoodtv.com,
and prepares the weekly TV guide available at the
front desks. While rarely in front of the camera, he
is a driving force behind it. He takes pride in
coming up with new and exciting content for the
community. If you are eager to learn and grow,
consider collaborating with him and the Riderwood

BUZZ over, learn about
group opportunities at
the Opportunities fair!
By Amy Holzer
Community Resources Coordinator

Save the date and BUZZ over to the
Opportunities Fair to learn about our groups and
clubs! Join your neighbors and the Community
Resources
Department for the
Annual Opportunities
Fair
on
Friday,
August
19
from
1:00pm to 3:00pm in
the
Montgomery
Station
Maryland
Hall. This year’s
event will be a bee and honey theme so come
discover how SWEET it is to be a part of our
activities!
Are you a new resident just learning about
the opportunities at Riderwood, or a long-time
resident looking to get more involved? Everyone
is invited to attend the Opportunities Fair, and you
will be able to meet and talk with group leaders
about joining a group that fits your interests. Come
and explore what Riderwood has to offer you and/
or what you have to offer Riderwood! So
remember, BUZZ into new opportunities, see how
SWEET our clubs and groups are, and BEE the
opportunity with the Annual Opportunities Fair on
Friday, August 19. See you there, honey!

TV team for your future programming and
promotional ideas.
Kierra Patterson serves as a Production
Coordinator and also the Chief Editor of the
Riderwood Reporter. Her role in the TV studio
involves show production, editing commercials,
town halls and PAC events, writing news scripts
for our weekly news show, scheduling, facilitating
studio recordings or field shoots, updating our TV
bulletin board, on-camera hosting, meeting with
resident writers once a month and most of all
editing articles and publishing the Riderwood
Reporter. It is a huge job and it definitely keeps her
on her toes.
Dennis Johnson is a Community Resources
Coordinator, who also works for Community
Television. His Community Resources duties
include providing support to resident groups,
overseeing and maintaining
campus bulletin boards,
postings on Touchtown,
scheduling event bookings
and acting as a staff liaison
for residents when needed.
He creates the Riderwood
Reporter calendar, weekly
calendars, and “Riderwood
Today” signs that are posted
on the front desks which
feature a list of daily
activities.
He
reports
damage in clubhouse rooms as noted, serves as the
lead for creating the Community Resources
Handbook and reporting activity metrics. His
function in Community Television involves
assisting with camera work, editing, posting
advertisements on the TV scrolling bulletin board,
and acting as a production crew member as needed.
He offers assistance with campus A/V equipment
set-up, assists with campus-wide events, prepares
and posts room cards and introduces new residents
to the community building by giving a tour.
All four of them work hand-in-hand to
help keep Riderwood connected, informed, and
whenever possible, entertained. Please take a
moment to stop and greet them when you see them
around the campus.

group offers help to
residents in need
By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

What About You?????
“I am home from Arbor Ridge and in
physical therapy” said Ruth Embrey. “Sign me up
for Neighbors in Deed (NID). I can pick up mail
and meals. By the way is there someone who can
help me with some gardening off my patio?”
If you are not already a “Neighbor in
Deed”, perhaps you will join Ruth.
Neighbors in Deed is a group established
about 18 months ago and is a list of Riderwood
residents offering to help others with a wide variety
of tasks and activities that vary from helping with
perplexing little computer, TV or phone glitches,
simple sewing, errands, wrapping a package, assist
with letter writing, and friendly visits. The directory
of volunteers is available at every front desk.
Pat Heidt appreciates that Mary Ellen
Dougherty watered her plants while she was visiting
her son in the Philippines. Chip Kwiatkowski and
her long haired Chihuahua make friendly visits to
Harry so he can have “Denver time.”
Rosemary Coralian is known for her love of
animals. She worked as a mortgage officer during
the week and as a “Gorilla Mama” on weekends in
the Bronx Zoo. She was caring for Benji (fancy
spelling for a “fancy” little Maltipoo dog owned
by Linda Taylor ) when Rosemary felt the
symptoms of a heart attack. Her concern was for
Benji as she began an ambulance ride. Peggy Kane
called Pat Hamsher relieving Rosemary of further
concern knowing that Benji would to be loved and
pampered.
The list of volunteers is being revised. If
you have not already volunteered, please call Peggy
Kane (301-593-8699), Susie Grace (301-586-0863)
or Almeda Girod (301-288-4458) for more
information.
If you need a helping hand, pick up the
current NID directory from your front desk.

New campus Buddhist Dialogue group
invites all residents to participate
By Bob Merikangas
Resident Writer

Since April 2016 there has been a
monthly meeting of the new campus Buddhist
Dialogue group on the second Tuesday at 10am
in the Chapel. In the meeting, there is usually a
presentation on a topic, followed by open
dialogue, and then personal dialogue in small
groups. Promoting friendship, and getting to
know each other on a deeper level, is of central
importance in the dialogues. Residents are
invited to participate. The monthly flyers says,
“Please join us for a friendly Buddhist
Dialogue” and “all are welcome!” Here is some
information from the brochure/booklet: “SGIUSA An Engaged Buddhist Community”: Our
Buddhist practice includes daily prayer and the
chanting of “Nam-Myoho-Renge-Kyo.” This
practice was established by the 13th-century
Buddhist teacher Nichiren, who taught that
“Nam-myoho-renge-kyo” contains the very
essence of the Buddha’s lifetime of teachings.
By chanting and inspiring hope in others, we
endeavor to manifest the unlimited potential of
our lives.
The meetings are sponsored by the
collaboration of residents with members of a
local center of Soka Gakkai International USA
(SGI-USA). The father of one of the leaders,

Jason
Feinman,
was
a
Riderwood
resident. One of the residents, whose name is
given on the flyers to call for information, is Bill
Davis. At the meetings they provide information
in brochures about the dialogue-based
community, described thus: “The Soka Gakkai
International-USA is the largest and most
diverse Buddhist community in the United
States. Based on the teachings of the Lotus Sutra
and the Nichiren School of Buddhism, SGI-USA
promotes a culture of peace through inner
transformation.” In addition to learning more
about Buddhism from the dialogues and
handouts at the meetings, residents can go the
website www.sgi-usa.org. There is also a website
for the Washington DC Buddhist Culture Center,
which states “the heart of the SGI movement are
the informal neighborhood discussion meetings
held in members’ homes throughout the area.”
Residents can use this opportunity to
learn more about Buddhism, and its many forms.
The website www.religionfacts.com/buddhism
says “Buddhism began in India 2,500 years ago
and remains the dominant world religion in the
East. There are over 360 million followers of
Buddhism worldwide and over a million
American Buddhists today.” Some are here with
us.
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Daughters of the American Revolution honor resident Joseph Barron
By Maureen Tipton
Maryland State DAR Vice Regent

Joe, as everyone knows him, was
inducted into
the
United
States Army
on
December 11,
1942.
He
received
his
basic training
in
New
Joseph Barron Salutes the
Maryland State Daughters of the Cumberland,
American Revolution
PA,
and
attended the
Dental Technician School at O'Reilly General

Residents celebrate
their version of the
Olympic games!
By Maquita Parker
Fitness Coordinator

This month, athletes representing more
than 200 nations will be participating in the 2016
Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. This
event is the culmination of decades of preparation
for these dedicated competitors, many of them
training to become Olympic hopefuls since
childhood.
In conjunction with the 2016 Rio
Olympics, the residents at Riderwood will be
celebrating with their own version of the Olympic
games to channel the
determination, dedication
and willpower of the
Olympic competitors on
Friday, August 5th from
10:00am – 2:30pm.
There will be an
opening
and
closing
ceremony to mark the start
and completion of the
competition, as well as a
residents’ parade through
the
community
and
passing our version of the
torch. Residents will compete in a variety of events
in Montgomery Station, Lakeside Commons, and
Village Square including but not limited to Wii
Bowling, Javelin Throw, Swimming, Pickleball,
Shuffleboard, Billiards and many more sports
events.
Join us for fun, fellowship and some
friendly competition as we encourage all residents
to get off the couch and exercise their body and
mind. We ask Friends and family members are
invited to attend and support their loved ones as
this is an opportunity for our residents to really
show what they’re made of. All competitors,
spectators, and cheerleaders are welcome to rally
around our fellow Riderwood residents to help
them bring home the gold! To register to compete
in an event or join a team contact Katherine at
Village Square Fitness Center or by calling (301)
572-8333.

Ribbon, and the World War II Victory Ribbon.
Hospital in Springfield, MO. In June 1944, Mr.
Mr. Barron went on to a
Barron
was
sent
to
long career in federal
England, where he served at
service.
the 117 General Hospital
The daughters of
Dental Clinic in Bristol. He
the
Maryland
DAR
clearly remembers
the
daughters are touched to be
“buzz” bombs that fell
able to honor our brave
during his tour of duty. Mr.
soldiers. Each veteran is
Barron returned to the
presented with a certificate
United States in August
of appreciation, a WWII
1945 and was honorably
miniature flag and a WWII
discharged
from
Fort
Joseph Barron’s family, (From left to
Meade, MD, in February, right) Janice Barron, Gary Barron, Joann lapel pin. DAR honors
1946. He received the Good Barron, Richard Japko, Joseph Barron, veterans each year. Please
Corinne Barron-Japko and Maryland
reach out to us and we
Conduct
Medal,
the
State DAR Regent Carol Larkin
would be delighted to
European African Middle
recognize you for your service to our country.
Eastern Theater Ribbon, the American Theater

Riderwood’s Wellness
Department introduces
new group fitness classes
By Tracy Fowlkes
Fitness Coordinator

Did you know the Wellness Department
is introducing some NEW Group Fitness
Classes and there’s something for everyone?
Take a look at what is available, come out and
socialize while having fun and getting fit!
Basic Balance Class: An 8 week course
that meets twice a week at Lakeside Commons
Wellness Studio. Registration is required.
Chair Tai Chi: a gentle exercise program
that provides results of traditional tai chi in the
comfort
and
safety
of
your
chair.
Thursdays/12:00-12:30pm/Montgomery
Station Classroom).
Chair Yoga: a gentle form of yoga where
standard yoga poses are adapted to be
performed while seated in a chair. (Wednesdays/
11:00 – 11:45am/Village Square Music Room).
Gentle Stretch: a relaxing way to achieve
better posture, proper body alignment and loosen
stiff joints and muscles. (Tuesdays/9:00 -9:30am/
Montgomery Station Classroom).
Parkinson’s Exercise Class: for residents
with Parkinson’s Disease- using lower impact
exercises with slow controlled range of motion
movements. (Thursdays/2:00–2:45 pm/Lakeside
Wellness Studio).
Total Body Fitness (formerly known as
Group Aerobics): This class brings participants
through a full body workout that strengthens and
stretches each major muscle group. (Mondays
12:30-1:15pm/ Fridays 10:30-11:15am/ Lakeside
Wellness Studio).
Zumba: takes the popular Latin-danceinspired workout of Zumba and makes it
accessible for seniors, beginners or others
needing modifications in their exercise routine.
Wednesdays/12:30-1:15pm/ Lakeside Wellness
Studio).
For more information about any of the
classes listed above, please stop by any fitness
center or call Tracy Fowlkes at 301-572-8399,
ext. 606-2543.

Visitors can
park in
employee
parking areas
after hours and
on weekends?

Free smoking
cessation support
for residents
By Brian Koen
LSC Social Worker

According to the CDC (2014), “cigarette
smoking
is
the
leading
cause
of
preventable disease and death in the United
States, accounting for more than 480,000 deaths
every year, or one of every five deaths” and
“more than 16 million Americans live with a
smoking-related disease.” It is undebatable that
smoking is bad for both your health and those
around you. At some point in your life, you
likely have been informed of the detrimental
effects smoking can have on you and those that
you love.
According to the Centre for Addiction
and Mental Health, in Canada, smoking is
“linked to a higher risk of cognitive impairment
and dementia in the elderly.” Smoking is also
known to contribute to loss of function,
mobility, independence and fire-related
fatalities in the elderly. Despite being aware of
this, many individuals continue to smoke. It is
known that tobacco is addictive which makes
quitting, or reducing tobacco use, that much
more difficult.
Many individuals still struggle with the
idea, let alone the actual act, of quitting their
smoking habit. This fall, I will be offering a free
program
for
residents
interested
in
exploring the idea of smoking cessation. Your
goal does not have to be to quit smoking “cold
turkey,” but to have the desire to explore
options to work towards smoking cessation.
The Smoking Cessation Program will
run for eight weeks, from September 8 October 27, every Thursday from 1:30pm2:30pm. If you are interested in learning ways
to lead a healthier life and improve your quality
of life, please contact Brian Koen at 301-5728341 to sign up.

Have a program idea? RWTV
always welcome new
suggestions. Feel free to
call RWTV Coordinator Avedis
Aghguiguian at 301-572-8457
or email
Avedis.Aghguiguian@erickson.com.
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Conversation with Administration
By Wendy Ferris, Associate Executive Director
Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at 2:00pm on Thursday, August 18, in Lakeside Commons’

Encore Theater.

Wendy Ferris

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration
understand what we can do to improve customer service. Questions and answers may be altered or rephrased for this column without
changing the accuracy of the information presented.

The following reflects the highlights of Conversation with Administration conducted in June:
Announcements:






We have a new Resident Guidebook. If you would
like to receive one please pick one up at the front
desk in your community. We ask that you sign for
it. There is one guidebook for each apartment. It is
a great resource for residents and gives useful
information about the Riderwood community. We
would like to thank Jim Torri and Gerri Perry for
the fantastic collaborative effort they did to
produce the guide. We would also like to thank the
founder of the guide, Jean Sammet.
We have started a consumer group that consists of
residents, RAC members and representatives from
PS Salon. This group will take feedback from
residents and will allow dialogue with PS Salon
about the needs of our residents and develop a
good working relationship with PS Salon.
Updates in our Orchard Point initiative, the
construction project is on schedule and we are
looking for completion of the construction at the
end of July. Furniture and fixtures will then be
installed. Once that is completed, we will then
undergo the licensing and certification survey
process. This will hopefully take place sometime in
late August or early September. We are
anticipating opening for admissions in September.
There will be 41 apartments converted to assisted
living. Twenty-two of these apartments will be 2bedroom, 4 will be 1-bedroom with den, 13 1bedrooms, and 2 studios. There will be a
restaurant, bar, and living room and fitness areas.

Questions,
Residents:

Comments

and

Statements

by

1. When does the entrance deposit get released
after a resident’s unit is released?
The funds will be released once the unit is
reoccupied.
2. Can you update us on the new elevator that will
be installed in Calvert Landing?
The installation of the new elevator for





The new name for the Orchard Point assisted living
area will be called The Glen at Orchard Point. The
new dining venue will be called The Bistro at
Orchard Point. Once completed we will be having
an open house. We would like to remind everyone
that some of the areas in Orchard Point are
construction areas and we ask that for your safety
you avoid those areas. The admission and pricing
brochures are now available. Please see Franklin
Richburg, Abby Dyjack, or Dionne Jacobs, from
the Arbor Ridge Admissions team if you are
interested in one.
In updates from our Dining Department we are
continuing with our Voice of the Customer
program. There will be focus groups coming up so
you can participate. Please look for more
information to come. In the Windsor dining room
we have started a baked goods sale every Tuesday,
from 1:30 – 2:30pm for some of the specialty
cookies that are very popular. Stop by the Windsor
for a real treat. We are also offering kitchen tours.
If you would like to go on a tour please see one of
our dining staff and they can assist you with
signing up for one of our tours.
In our Sales Department we are having a great
year. We are offering our very successful
Downsizing Seminars again and we had 74
prospective residents participate. Our occupancy
rate for this quarter was 95.7 percent, which is up
from 95.5 percent from last month. We would
especially like to thank our Riderwood

Calvert Landing has been put on hold until after the
December holidays. This is so that construction will
not take place during the holidays.
3. Will the temperature and design of the new pool
take into account the special needs of our
residents?
Yes. During the decision making process we
gather feedback from our residents about their
interests in the new building including input from
members from our special needs committee.

Riderwood Bocce team defeats Erickson’s
sister community Charlestown!
By George Galasso
Bocce Club Chairman

The night before, it was touch and go
as to whether or not to postpone the 2016
Riderwood Bocce Tournament or chance it.
The weather forecast was for possible showers
in the morning. We decided to take a chance.
The morning was threatening but the
Charlestown team set out and we were
committed.
The match was for four teams from
each community to compete for the
championship. Each game was played for 10
points or
thirty
minutes,
whichever
came first.
The
games
were
hotly
(literally
Riderwood Bocce Champions!
and
figuratively) played. Riderwood teams came in
first and second of the participating teams. Our
champions were Cathy and Barry Nestor,

Theresa Anderson, Milt Meisner, Bob and
Anne Bordley, Joan Galasso and Jean Flanick.
The
camaraderie
was extended
to a luncheon
where
Gary
Hibbs,
Riderwood’s
executive
director,
extended
a
warm
welcome and Executive Director, Gary Hibbs
hands over the trophy to
presented the
Riderwood’s Bocce chairman,
trophy to the
George Galasso.
Riderwood
Bocce Club chairman and tournament
organizer,
George
Galasso.
Wellness
coordinator Paula Butler of Riderwood and
fitness manager Teresa Curran of Charlestown
were also acknowledged for their considerable
efforts in organizing the event.
Oh, by the way, as we were leaving the
courts, it started to drizzle. We hope the
weather at next year’s tournament is as
considerate but not as hot.





Ambassadors who make our sales events so
successful.
In updates from our General Services department I
would like to introduce Jennifer Brunt. Jennifer is
new to our Grounds Department and she is the new
horticultural technician. Please welcome Jennifer
when you see her. We are working to get the air
conditioning permanently repaired in the Chapel.
With the temporary repairs we are able to maintain
the required 72 degree temperature in the area. We
are hoping we will finish the necessary repairs in
the next few weeks. We will also be upgrading the
Optical Network Terminal (ONT) boxes for
Riderwood Connect that are outside resident
apartments. We will be conducting our annual fire
alarm testing for the campus as well as our fire
extinguisher checks. We will notify residents
which day the alarms will be tested in your
building. Look for information on your package
shelf in the coming weeks. We are also developing
an exterior door entry project that will allow for
badge reader access as well as automatic door
opening. There will be more information on this
project to follow.
We would like to welcome Laura McCormick, our
new practice administrator for the Medical Center.
Laura comes to us with 18 years of experience
from Oak Crest. When you see Laura please
welcome her.

4. On special meal days like Mother’s Day or
Father’s Day can we increase the hours to help
relieve some of the wait times?
We can look into this suggestion.
5. How do we advertise when food trucks will be
on campus?
We post the food truck schedule on the
bulletin boards and Riderwood TV.

Welcome New
Residents
The following new residents have moved to
Riderwood between June 21st & July 20th.
Anthony & Joan Arcilesi (PV)
Olney, MD
Gail Smith (FC)
Silver Spring, MD
Dennis Gosier (OP)
Silver Spring, MD
Bill & Mary Gibb (HG)
Bethesda, MD
Robert Jackson (CL)
Silver Spring, MD
Jean Stringham (MG)
Bethesda, MD
Arnold & Atsuko Craft (PV)
Silver Spring, MD
Elaine Cambosos (CT)
Washington, DC
Jay Engleman (KC)
Beltsville, MD
Jeraldine White (OP)
Reisterstown, MD
Jill Hartman (GV)
Woodstock, MD
James Brownfield (MG)
Takoma Park, MD
Akiko Horiuchi (CL)
Campbell, CA
Edmund &
Elizabeth Beyma (MG)
Pawleys Island, SC
Theresa Posey (MS)
Silver Spring, MD
Peter Zabriskie (CC)
Virginia Beach, VA
Marie Pittman (PV)
Laurel, MD
Elizabeth Brodie (BG)
Baltimore, MD
Dorothy Ward (CC)
Hammond, IN
Florence Thompson (BG)
College Park, MD
Binnie Allentoff (MS)
Bowie, MD
Glenn & Yvonne Davis (OP)
Vienna, VA
Dolores Marinaccio (VP)
New Carrollton, MD
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The Social Work team
hosts Anatomical
Donation presentation
By Erica Greenspan
MST Social Worker

Thousands of individuals each year make
the choice to donate their bodies to science,
formerly known as an “anatomical donation.” This
commitment allows medical schools and research
hospitals across the country to continue studying
treatments for various diseases that afflict the
human body. From diabetes and cancer to
Alzheimer’s disease, your donation could impact
medical projects working to cure these ailments,
leaving a lasting impact on generations to come.
If you’re considering enrolling in a body
donor program, be it with the state or a specific
medical school, please attend our upcoming
Anatomical Donation presentation hosted by the
Social Work team featuring Ronn Wade, director
of the Maryland State Anatomy Board. This
educational session will better inform you on the
Anatomy Board’s different donor programs, as
well as how to plan ahead by pre-registering with
the Board. This session will take place on
Thursday, August 25 from 2:00pm-3:00pm in
the Lakeside Commons Encore Theater.
Residents, family members, and friends are
welcome to attend.

Residents present a
new opportunity to be
all you want to be
By Lew Rhodes
RW Got Talent Planning member

A group of residents and staff are bringing a new
dimension to Riderwood’s mission: “To share our
gifts and create a community that celebrates life.”
Recognizing how “continual living” often
differs from one’s pre-Riderwood expectations for
“retirement,” and how the scope and nature of this
community offers an abundance of ways to be (as
Army ads say) “All you can be,” they noted that many
of us haven’t had opportunities in prior lives and
careers to be all we want to be.
As we interact with other residents over
meals and in informal and formal groups, we often
recognize that Riderwood’s community comprises a
rich and deep pool of individual residents and staff
with varying experiences, skills …as well as talents
and passions whose expression may not have fit into
former lives.
So (at ages when they can still recall Major
Bowes’ Amateur Hour or Arthur Godfrey's Talent
Scouts on radio), they decided to create an event -Riderwood’s Got Talent -- as a way to tap into those
possibly unexpressed talents and passions. These
could include performance categories such as
instrumental soloist or group, solo or group singers,
dance, oral presentation, etc. And will be open to all
residents and all staff (Including the Executive
Director.)
The event itself – Friday, January 27, 2017
– will benefit the Benevolent Care Fund.
Before that however, there will be auditions
on September 12 and 15. To schedule an audition
appointment, first call Dave Ebert at 301-779-1039.
Then pick up an Audition Application that can be
found at front desks, at dinner August 11, and at the
Opportunities Fair on August 19. They should be
returned to Norman Gordon (CT-408) by September
2. He’s also the “go to guy” for questions – 301-9841461.
If you have a hidden talent waiting to break
out, or if you’ve already had opportunities to perform
and want to share that gift more widely, pick up and
submit an application this month.
And whether or not you want an “on-stage”
role, mark your calendar to ensure you will be in the
audience in January.
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Emotional Support Animal Dogs provide
emotional support to those in need
By Bob Merikangas
Resident Writer

Residents see many dogs walking with
their owners, but some have also seen the dog
Babbie under a dining room table with her owners,
and friends, Paul and Alexandrina Heroux. They
call her their best companion ever. Paul and
Alexandrina have been at Riderwood a short time,
and their new neighbors here are enjoying seeing,
greeting and welcoming Babbie, who wears her
ESA Dog vest. People wonder: what is an ESA
Dog? We are all learning that it means an
Emotional Support Animal dog. National Service
Animal Registry (NSAR) states: “The one
requirement for a person to legally qualify for an
emotional support animal (ESA) is that the person
has a letter from a licensed mental health
professional (therapist, psychologist, psychiatrist –
NOT the family doctor . . . ” The dog has to be
registered and then can be with her owners
everywhere. Here at Riderwood pets are not
allowed in stores and restaurants and other
locations on campus, except “assistive dogs who
are allowed throughout the campus” (Resident

Guidebook, p. 103).
People here who may be feeling lonely,
may want to imagine having such a great
emotional support, in
their apartments, and
everywhere. This is a
right, as reported by
the United States Dog
Registry: “The Fair
Housing Amendments
Act (FHAA) gives
individuals the right
to live with their
emotional support dog Pictured is an Emotional
regardless of any Support Animal Dog that
building or residences provides emotional
with a no-pet policy.” support for those in need.
If we were to
put together a directory of resident dogs to add to
the one we have of resident people, it would begin
with this ESA dog, but could very well include all
the friendly dogs we meet when out walking.
Babbie does not bark at us, but some dogs
do, and that is okay, since we can assume they are
trying to be friendly!

Back to school! Learn about a Riderwood
student staff member plans this school year
By Corrinne Lennox
Resident Writer

“I try to live up to my name. I want
people to know the kind of person I am,” says
Precious-Joy about her positive, up-beat attitude.
Precious-Joy is a server in the Overlook
Restaurant at Lakeside Commons in Riderwood.
She graduated from Paint Branch High School in
Prince George’s County in June of 2016. She has
worked at Riderwood for over a year.
She lives with her family in the Briggs
Cheney area. Her name was given her by her
father and by her grandmother. “One wanted
‘Precious’ the other ‘Joy’, so I’m Precious-Joy.”
In 2015, Precious-Joy attended a job fair
sponsored by her high school. “I needed a job,”

she says, “and an interviewer told me that
Riderwood was a good place for students to learn
customer service skills and develop patience.”
Now, a year later, Precious-Joy agrees
with that assessment. “For example, although most
of the residents are nice, a few can be a little
difficult. So then you get to practice patience.”
Because, she adds, “you never know what
someone might be going through.”
We asked Precious-Joy what she would
tell her friends about Riderwood residents. “They
(the residents) are more active than you’d think.
I’d say, they like the same things we do. They’re a
lot like us.”
This fall she will begin a career in
early education at Montgomery College. She
wants to teach second grade.

Prepare for the PGCC Fall Trimester –
Get a username and password!
By Fran Patch
Continuing Education Member

Registration for PGCC SAGE classes for
the fall trimester will be on September 21. Do you
have a username and password? Now is the time to
find that information, and if you don’t have it, get it! It
is important that you register as a PGCC student (if
you are new) and receive a user name and password
well before you register for classes. You should do
that now, and this is how you do it:


If you have an email address and are comfortable
using a computer, you can get all the information
you need online at www.pgcc.edu by clicking on
Owl Link. From the MAIN MENU, click on
Workforce Development & Cont. Ed. Students.
Under Cont. Ed. Registration click on Enroll and
Register for Courses, and then click on Create A
Student Account. On the Personal Identification
screen, fill in all required fields (indicated by an
*asterisk). Check the box at the bottom of the
page, and click SUBMIT. For security, you will
receive two separate e-mails; one with your Owl
Link Username/ID and another with your
temporary password. With this information, return
to the MAIN MENU and click LOG IN. Log in
using the Username/ID and exact password sent to
you in your emails. You will immediately see the

message “Your password has expired!” Don’t
panic! This is expected! You now have to reset
your password. The password you create must
have exactly eight characters and must include at
least one capitalized letter, one in lowercase and
at least one character has to be a number. No
special characters are permitted! Save this
username and password and get registered on
September 21!
 If you do not have an email address or are not
comfortable using a computer, call the Workforce
Development and Continuing Education Customer
Service Desk (301-546-0159) to request a student
ID number. (Note— Do this soon! PGCC is very
busy during the registration period, so if you wait
to do this until just before registering for classes,
be prepared to leave a voice mail with your full
name, address, phone number, and date of birth).
Once you have the student ID number, call
the PGCC Help Desk (301-546-0637) and ask for a
user name and temporary password. They will ask for
your student ID number and then issue you your user
name and temporary password, which must be written
exactly as it is given to you, including capital and
lower case letters.
SAVE YOUR USER NAME AND
PASSWORD. You will need them whenever you
register for classes. Be sure to bring them to a
Registration Help Session on September 21.
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The Performing Arts Council sponsors another Piano Club presents " It's
all in the family" concert
great performance for audience’s enjoyment
By Walter Rybeck
PAC member

Celia Berk, who took the cabaret world by
storm last year, will appear on the Encore
Theater
stage
at
7:30pm
Friday,
August
19
with
musical director Alex
Rybeck at the piano.
A thoroughly
modern woman, Celia
is
a
corporate
executive by day and
an
award-winning
singer by night. Her Riderwood program,
“Manhattan Serenade” is a tribute to her life-long
home.
“A captivating new singer…one of the
best singers I’ve heard in a long time,” raved
critic Rex Reed. The New York Times’ Stephen
Holden
praised
the
soprano’s
“perfect
enunciation” and “rich sensual lower register.”
She was named Outstanding Female Debut of
2015 and the Manhattan Association of Cabarets
and Clubs nominated her for best recording. Her
two widely acclaimed CDs are “You Can’t Rush

Spring” and “Manhattan Serenade.” She was
called back for repeat performances at New
York’s prestigious Metropolitan Room.
In love with singing as a college grad, she
was not in love with the low salaries—or no
salaries—typical of the stage scene. She found
that she was adept at helping businesses attract the
personnel they needed and rose quickly in the
corporate world. She currently finds and develops
talent for WPP, the world’s largest marketing
company.
Yet Celia never stopped practicing music.
A few years ago she decided to “bite the bullet,”
looked for an arranger-director, and began her
collaboration with Rybeck. They performed in
many senior residences where she enjoyed
wonderful audiences” and got used to the bright
lights.
Rybeck received a 2015 Excellence in
Songwriting award by Broadway World. Alex has
been bringing the Broadway and cabaret singing
stars he works with to Riderwood for the past
decade.
$5 tickets will be sold in all dining rooms
the Monday and Tuesday before the show, August
15 and 16 from 4:30 to 6pm. The Performing Arts
Council sponsors the event.

The Actors Studio
Players begins casting
for upcoming “Falling
Leaves” program

Cabaret Under the Stars
II features well-known
entertainer Mike Surratt

By Sue Aiken
Actors Studio Players Producer

Back by popular demand the Night Owls
along with the Ballroom Dance Spectacular Group
invite you and your friends to come to the Cabaret
Under the Stars II. As the lyrics of the song say
“Come
to
the
Cabaret.....” to join in
the singing and the
dancing. Arranged by
popular demand Cabaret Under the
Stars II features the
repeat performance of
Mike Surratt, a wellknown
entertainer,
singer, and keyboard
artist. The event will
take
place
on
Thursday, August 25th from 7:00 - 9:00pm in
Montgomery Station’s Maryland Hall.
The cover charge is $6.00 per person. A
table of eight may be reserved with one-payment
of $48.00. Cash bar and munchies will be
available. Tickets will be on sale in all dining
lobbies on Tuesday, August 15 and Wednesday,
August 17 from 4:30 - 6:00pm.

The Actors Studio Players are busy
preparing for their next show this fall, “Falling
Leaves.” The program will feature both piano
and vocal music, monologues and short skits that
are sure to engage the many interests of the
entire audience.
Casting for the show will begin on
Monday, August 29 at 1:00 pm in the Village
Square music room and rehearsals will continue
every Monday at the same location, and time
until the week of the show. Beginning on
Monday, October 17, dress rehearsals will be
held in Lakeside Commons Encore Theatre. No
memorization of the scripts or monologues will
be required. New residents are welcome to join
the group. There are open positions available for
props, staging, acting and publicity. Come join
the fun!
For further information contact Sue
Aiken at (301) 847-5376 or Selma Barnett at
(301) 890-4571.

Research suggests that active music making
has a positive effect on quality of life, especially for
older adults. Perhaps you’ve moved to Riderwood, but
have never played an instrument.
YOU can become an active music maker by
joining the Acousti-Cats' free beginner ukulele classes
this September. We meet in the Lakeside Commons
Encore Theater each Tuesday in September from 2:00
- 3:00pm. By tuning four strings on the ukulele with
help from electronic tuners and learning a few simple
chords you can play songs you’ve only heard.
Yes, you need a ukulele and you must plan to

An exciting evening awaits residents, on
Sunday, August 14, when the Piano Club brings
you the "Family Park Trio", three extraordinary
young musicians, already making a name for
themselves.
Emily Park, 19-year-old violinist and
her brothers Aaron, 17 year old pianist and
Caleb, 15 year
old
cellist
come
together
and
make beautiful
music. All have
already
won
major
competitions
and have been featured as soloists with
orchestras including the Baltimore Symphony
Orchestra. Their program
includes a
Mendelssohn piano trio, a Debussy piano solo, a
Schubert cello solo (with piano accompanist)
and a violin-cello duet.
Don't miss your opportunity to hear
three incredible teenagers. This evening will
surely be a remarkable event at Riderwood.
The concert is Sunday evening, August
14, at 7:30pm in the Chapel. Tickets are $5.00
each and will go on sale in all dining room
lobbies on Monday, August 8 and Tuesday,
August 9 from 4:30 to 6:00pm. Plan to get yours
early to avoid disappointment.

By Lorraine Priestley
Night Owls member

The Acousti-Cats invite all interested
residents to become an active music maker
By Becky Hedin
Director of the Acousti-Cats

By Estelle Belson
Concert Producer

practice a few minutes each day. Ukes come in four
sizes—soprano, concert, tenor, and baritone. Our
‘Cats’ play the soprano, concert, and tenor ukuleles
because all use the same fingering for chords.
Before each program, the group selects a
theme and members suggest songs related to the
theme. The Acousti-Cats are now practicing for their
‘Happy Trails’ program which will be in the Encore
Theater on Friday, September 30 at 7:30pm.
After the September introductory classes, you
are invited to join the Acousti-Cats meeting on
Tuesdays from 3:30 - 4:30 in the Encore Theater. So
plan to come play a song or more with us.
For further information, please contact Becky
Hedin in Hampton Square T19.

More than 300 community members including key
representatives from Riderwood and elected
officials gathered on March 7 to celebrate the
groundbreaking of the new Washington Adventist
Hospital. Today the work continues as they build a
new hospital for the community. Washington
Adventist Hospital Presentation on August 25
at 3pm in Montgomery Station’s Maryland
Hall.

In Memoriam
The following residents passed away
between June 21st and July 20th.
James Lucas
William McCausland
Mary Bradley
Phyllis Mulligan
Emma Williams
Dolores Walls
Yung Chen
Abraham Dekelbaum
Mildred Worrell
Maralyn Ashcraft
Joseph Ditman
Sarah Walker
Bernice Caulk
Josephine Herl
Joan Mary Kamprad
Sallie Blumberg
Lillian Yanguas
Jane Sullivan
Phillip C. Smith

CT
OG
CC
BG
CL
FC
CT
RC
GV
FC
PV
PV
ET
CL
RC
CT
FC
HS
OG

June.21
June.21
June.24
June.24
June.25
June.26
June.27
June.29
July.2
July.5
July.6
July.9
July.10
July.10
July.12
July.12
July.14
July.16
July.18

