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The Benevolent Care Fund provides sense 

of security for all Riderwood residents 
By Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 
 Riderwood, like all Erickson Living 

retirement communities, is a not-for-profit  

organization and has a mission to help every 

resident with 

a financial 

need to 

maintain 

quality of 

life while 

living here. 

In an  

effort to  

fulfill this mission, benevolent funds have 

been established at each facility. 

 The first Gala to support this fund at  

Riderwood was scheduled for September 16, 

2001.  

President 

George W. 

Bush  

encouraged 

that plans  

after the 

9/11 event be continued and the Gala, with a 

patriot theme and called the Capitol Affair, 

went on as scheduled. The same  

perseverance continues to this day. 

 Fiona Divecha, Philanthropy Manager, 

feels passionate about maintaining the  

Benevolent Fund saying “It is the best thing 

that we can do for each other.” She has 

worked at Riderwood since it opened and has 

been the fundraiser for the Benevolent Care 

Fund (“BCF”) since 2007. The fund helps 

those in need and the reserves give everyone 

peace of mind that the BCF will be there for 

them “just in case”. 

 Mark Embley, Assistant Director of 

Finance, who helps in  the administration of 

the BCF for those in need, says that the 

amount spent on charity care and the number 

of those who need it is a “moving target” and 

changes frequently from one month to the 

next. 2015 was a banner year with donations 

meeting and exceeding need. See chart of  

previous years. Note that during the past five 

years there have been periods when more 

funds were used than were generated. 

 May we be challenged to continue the 

good 

work  

begun 

that will 

create a 

fund 

that will  

provide a sense of security for all our  

residents. 

 Watch for more information  

concerning the campaign to raise funds for 

Benevolent Care and the September 24 Gala. 

Treasure Chest Store 

seeks help from residents  
By Nancy Blount 

Philanthropy Coordinator 

 

 Do you want to donate your time  

helping the Benevolent Care Fund? Do you 

like shopping? We are looking for volunteers 

with prior sales experience honed at school 

and church bazaars, thrift stores, and the like. 

The Treasure Chest 

Store is a very  

important part of  

Riderwood. One  

hundred percent of the 

profits go to the  

Benevolent Care Fund. 

It also provides an  

opportunity for  

residents to donate 

items that are no  

longer needed.  

Residents, families, and staff alike enjoy the 

bargain shopping opportunities.  

 There is so much effort that goes into 

an endeavor of this magnitude. We are  

looking for residents who would like to get 

involved. There are many different positions 

available including donation intake,  

merchandising, floor monitors, and several 

leadership roles. Join the 60-plus volunteers 

who work in the Treasure Chest as a “labor of 

love.” To learn more about the possibilities, 

please call Nancy Blount, Philanthropy  

Coordinator, at 301-572-8394 or visit us in 

Village Square. 

Rockville Men’s Chorus 

contributes to the  

Benevolent care fund 

BEE the Opportunity! How SWEET it is 

to join a group! BUZZ over, learn about 

our group opportunities on campus!  
By Lester Schwab 

Social Singles Club member  

 

 During their recent noteworthy musical 

program, the Rockville Men’s Chorus made a 

contribution to Riderwood’s Benevolent Care 

Fund. Jim Sadler, founder of the chorus 40 

years ago, presented the gift to Patrice Lue, 

Vice President of the sponsoring Social Singles 

Club. In turn Pat conveyed the gift to  

Philanthropy Manager Fiona Divecha. Certainly 

thanks are due to the supporting residents as 

well as the chorus for the mutual benefits  

resulting from that fine performance.  

By Amy Holzer 

Community Resources Coordinator 

 

 Save the date and BUZZ over to the 

Opportunities Fair to learn about our groups 

and clubs! Join your neighbors and the  

Community Resources Department for the 

Annual Opportunities Fair on Friday, August 

19 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the  

Montgomery Station Maryland Hall. This 

year’s event will be a bee and honey theme so 

come  

discover 

how 

SWEET it 

is to be a 

part of our  

activities! 

Are you 

part of a 

group, 

club, or committee at Riderwood? BEE the  

opportunity and showcase your group! Share 

what you do by having a table at the  

Opportunities Fair. Registration forms and 

more information will be available at all front 

desks on Friday, July 1, and those forms 

should be returned to any front desk by July 

18.  

Are you a new resident just learning 

about the opportunities at Riderwood, or a 

long-time resident looking to get more  

involved? Everyone is invited to attend the 

Opportunities Fair, and you will be able to 

meet and talk with group leaders about joining 

a group that fits your interests. Riderwood’s 

Community Resources team facilitates the  

various activities  based on a “resident-driven,  

resident-run” philosophy. All groups here are 

started by residents and run by residents. 

Come and explore what Riderwood has to  

offer you and/or what you have to offer  

Riderwood! So remember, BUZZ into new 

opportunities, see how SWEET our clubs and 

groups are, and BEE the opportunity with the 

Annual Opportunities Fair on Friday, August 

19. See you there, honey! 

Philanthropy Manager, Fiona Divecha and  

members of the Social Singles club gather for a  

photo after donating a check to the BCF. 
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From the RAC 
 

 I am the RAC liaison to the Medical Center and Arbor Ridge, two separate 

but related services on our Riderwood campus. Let me address them individually. 

 Arbor Ridge is the fifth neighborhood here at Riderwood. Village Square, 

Town Center, Montgomery Station, and Lakeside Commons are the other four and 

they are all independent living apartments. Arbor Ridge provides various residential 

services like rehabilitation, assisted living, long term care, and memory care, all of 

which have their own dining facilities. Rehabilitation  

services include Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, 

and Speech Therapy. There are also two Nurse Practioners at 

Arbor Ridge plus the physicians from the Medical Center 

who see residents at Arbor Ridge. Staff members provide 

music, movies and activities for the residents of Arbor Ridge. 

Meeting rooms for gatherings and seminars as well as  

outdoor patios for the residents to use are also provided. 

There is a Family Council at Arbor Ridge for spouses, family 

members and interested residents from Independent Living. 

The meetings are held monthly and include informational 

topics.  

 The Medical Center is located in Village Square  

and serves as the medical clinic for all residents who choose to utilize the doctors 

there as their primary care physicians. They are Dr. Asnani, Dr. Alexion, Dr.  

Puthumana, Dr. Parkhurst, Dr. Araujo (podiatrist), and Dr. Kundrat, the Medical  

Director. In addition, there is a nurse practitioner, P. O’Donnell; and two mental 

health specialists, R. Feldhausen and B. Harrison. The center is open from 8:00am to 

5:00pm Monday through Friday, but there are no appointments with the physicians 

from 12:00pm to 1:00pm. The physicians of the Medical Center cannot provide  

emergency services because they do not have access to the tests available at an  

Emergency Room, so if you are having a medical emergency you should call security 

or 911. 

 There are a number of Medical Specialists who provide services to  

Riderwood residents in the Medical Center or in offices near the Medical Center. 

These are not related to the Medical Center and are not under the Medical Director. 

They are all independent contractors who rent space here under the auspices of Bo 

Lundh of Resident Life.  

 

                — Ed Gehres, Liaison to the Medical  

         Center and Arbor Ridge 

Greetings from Administration 
  

 I recently read a New York Times on-line health article with this headline: 

“At Home, Many Seniors Are Imprisoned by Their Independence.” An  

interesting  title in itself, and especially ironic as we anticipate the celebration of 

Independence Day” this month.  

 As I read the article, I am struck by the fact that Riderwood was opened 

in 2000 to combat the very thing this article talks about… social isolation, and the  

illusion of independence and freedom that one’s  

long-time home and residence might give. Note the 

following from the article in italics:  

 But there is more to a satisfying life than  
seeing doctors. You have to wonder whether older 

adults’ preference for “aging in place” has  
inadvertently helped imprison them.  

 Aging in place, by the definition of the  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is “the 
ability to live in one’s own home and community  

safely, independently and comfortably, regardless of 
age, income or ability level.”  

 In practice, however, older adults’ desire for 

familiar surroundings, and their fear of institutionalization and its financial  
burdens, have apparently led millions to fight to remain in homes they can rarely 

leave. Our national celebration of independence as a value may not help.  

 To keep older people in their homes, as Medicaid and other programs  
increasingly try to do, represents a laudable goal but an inadequate one.  Aging 

in place also requires a variety of supportive services; creating or expanding 
them involves money, time and many moving parts.  

 Remaining at home, however difficult or isolating that becomes, gives 

older people a sense of control that may prove illusory...“They feel like they have 
their  freedom even though they don’t, really.”  

 Although moving into Riderwood isn’t the panacea for all ills that  

growing older might present, I am grateful for the chance to work in a setting 

where the folks who live here have made the move to live in a community where 

the challenges are minimized, life can be great, and really celebrated if one  

chooses to do so. The highlight of the day isn’t just “seeing doctors” as the article 

says (even if you have the greatest docs like we do!).    

 We continue together as residents and staff, to work hard to make it the 

best it can be.  Thank you for the trust you exhibited when you moved in, whether 

15 days ago or 15 years ago. Happy Independence Day!        
 If you’d like to read the entire article, go to nytimes.com.   
 

    — Gary Hibbs,  Executive Director 

I am an addict – to  

catalogs, that is 
 
 I have to admit that I love catalogs. I order 

from them frequently. I like looking forward to  

getting something in the mail other than  

advertisements and bills. I was taught in grade 

school how to write a “friendly letter” but no one 

writes them any more. We send e-mails, tweets, etc. 

 There is one catalog that I order shirts from. 

I can’t find the kind of sport shirts I like in a regular 

store. I like a shirt with a square bottom that doesn’t 

need to be tucked in  and also has two breast pockets 

without buttons. I also get very comfortable lounge 

trousers from this catalog. 

 Moreover, they give you free gifts –  

usually junk but occasionally something really good 

like a flashlight I got recently with a couple of shirts. 

Okay, I admit it was the flashlight that attracted me. 

It was just the kind I had been trying to find for quite 

a while. The shirts are fine, too. 

 I have, on occasion, ordered things I knew I 

wouldn’t keep just to see what they were like. For 

example, I saw a smart watch advertised in a catalog 

that could take still photos and videos and also make 

audio recordings. I told one of my millennial  

grandkids about it and he advised against it because 

it would be hideously difficult to operate. 

 Well, I ordered it anyhow and guess what? 

There was no way I could get the thing to work. But 

I had the fun of ordering 

it and looking at it in  

person. Of course, I sent 

it back.  

 A while ago I 

ordered a few things 

from a catalog that 

seemed to be useful. 

One of them was a  

device you could use to support your back in bed 

while watching television. It didn’t do much for my 

back so I gave it to the Treasure Chest along with a 

few other items I couldn’t use but might be fine for 

other people. 

 I get catalogs from travel companies, and I 

love looking at them, but I can’t arrange travel on 

my own anymore. If I take a trip it will be  

arranged by our excellent Riderwood trip  

coordinator, Janet Birchfield. I need full service 

these days. 

 I recently got a catalog from a travel  

company my late wife and I used for many years. It 

offered a trip to Antarctica. I was tempted. That is 

the one continent I never have set foot on. The ad 

said you needed a doctor’s certificate of fitness –  

and be able to trek at least three miles over uneven 

ground in snow and ice. I know my Riderwood  

doctor wouldn’t “OK” me for that. So it’s never is 

going to happen. 

 By the way, did you know that being on a 

catalog mailing list is the surest way to achieve  

immortality? Try as you might, you can’t get your 

name off them. 

Observer   
     By Jim Feldman 

Observer says: I've reached the age where “happy hour” is a nap.  

Send brief anecdotes to jimfeldman25@gmail.com or put a note in my  

cubby, VP 118, Village Square. 

Riderwood Reporter 

Published Monthly by the Residents and Staff of  

Riderwood Village 

 

The Reporter aims to appeal to our diverse  

population. Our priority is to inform residents about 

Community news. Articles are accepted and edited at 

the discretion of the Publisher, Editor, and Editorial 

Board. 

RIDERWOOD MEDIA EDITORIAL BOARD 

      Shirley Dearfield  Mark Mills 

      Jack Wachtman  Kierra Patterson 

      Levern Allen                             Bo Lundh 

      Lew Rhodes                  Wendy Ferris  

RAC Information Office: Bob Boger           

           

   The Editorial Board establishes policies and  

procedures to effectively serve the community,  

publish The Reporter, and show programming on 

RWTV.   

 

Publisher                             Gary Hibbs  

Associate Publisher     Wendy Ferris 

Chief Editor           Kierra Patterson  

Editor                                      Avedis Aghguiguian 

Editor                           Mark Mills 

Proof Editor                       Elizabeth White                 

Calendar Editor             Dennis Johnson  

Resident Writer   Mitzi Clark                                          

                                            Jim Feldman 

    Almeda Girod 

            Steve Mayer 

            Bob Merikangas 

            Mary Popkin 

          

If you would like to submit an article or have any 

questions about The Reporter please contact Chief 

Editor, Kierra Patterson, at 301-572-8399 ext: 606-

2077 or email Kierra.Patterson@erickson.com 

CAMPUS CAPERS BY R. WOOD 
 

 

I got this great 

tie from a catalog 



July 2016           |     RiderwoodVillage.us     |     Riderwood Reporter     |     RiderwoodLife.org     |             Page 3 

From the Resident 

Director’s desk 
By Pat Davis 

Resident Board of Directors member 

 

 

 It's been a busy spring, beginning with the 

Board Forum in Baltimore which I wrote about in last 

month's Reporter. On May 20th I participated in the 

quarterly meeting of the four Erickson-managed  

communities of the southern region. Attending by 

phone from Oregon was not ideal, but I did get to  

experience a bit of the new structure when  

Resident Directors, 

along with regional  

administrators, reported 

on their communities. 

 On June 1st 

Joanne Rorapaugh and 

I, Riderwood's  

Community Oversight 

Committee (COC), met 

with our RAC and  

subsequently, along 

with Riderwood's   

Executive and Finance 

Directors, presented the 

2015 Annual Report to 

residents at a well-attended Town Hall meeting.  

 Right now I'm preparing for a meeting of the 

National Senior Campuses Vision Committee. I am 

responsible for our focus on environmental concerns 

and recently visited three other life plan communities, 

two of which have outstanding sustainability  

programs, as we do. By the way, I would love to read 

residents' thoughts about what Riderwood will look 

like 10 to 20 years from now.  

 Finally, I am delighted to report that Eileen 

Erstadt, whom many of you know as a member of our 

Board, has agreed to serve as the third member of  

Riderwood's COC. She will be an outstanding  

addition, and Eileen will introduce herself to you in 

the August Riderwood Reporter.  

The Erickson Living Values Team thanks residents/

staff for coming out to food truck Fridays in May! 
By Simone Gomez 

ELV Team member 

 

 The Erickson Living Values Team 

(ELVT) would like to thank residents and staff 

for coming out to the food trucks hosted by the 

ELVT. We really had a wonderful time  

experiencing different cuisines right on our 

door step and we hope you did too! Watch the  

bulletin boards for information about  

future Food Truck visits!  

 In addition, The  

Erickson Living Values Team 

always strives to showcase 

the value of the month. The 

value for July is Integrity. 

This can be defined as  

modeling ethical behavior by 

being honest and trustworthy, 

addressing and reporting unethical 

behavior, and demonstrating consistency 

between what is said and what is done.  

 We can work together to achieve this 

goal by:  

 

1. Communicating 

2. Following  Up 

3. Being Responsible 

 People who demonstrate integrity draw 

others to them because they are trustworthy and 

dependable. They are principled and can be 

counted on to behave in honorable ways even 

when no one is watching. 

 If you see a staff person going above 

and beyond their job duties, please 

pick up a nomination form,  

available in each community 

building at the Bulletin 

Boards, write their name and 

department, and write down 

the story of what they did. 

Then turn it in to any ELVT 

member (listed on the back of 

the form) or drop it off to the  

Human Resources Department in 

Town Center. Another option is to email your 

nomination form to   

RWVELVAwardNominees@Erickson.com.  

Be informed of how  

Riderwood voted in the 

2016 Primary Elections 
By Martha Robinson 

Democratic Club member 

 

 Riderwood and neighboring Republican 

and Democratic voters comprising Precincts 5-04 

and 01-07 cast ballots at Montgomery Station and 

Town Center in the recent 2016 Maryland  

Presidential Primary Election.   

 According to official results by the state 

Board of Elections, these precincts reflected state 

and district choices with two exceptions. At the 

top of the ballot, Republicans in both Riderwood 

precincts preferred John Kasich for president to 

Donald Trump, Ted Cruz and others. As for  

Democrats, Hillary Clinton won a wide margin 

over Sanders in both precincts. In Congressional 

District 4, Town Center Democrats voted for  

Joseline Pena-Melnyk over Anthony Brown and 

others for a seat in the U.S. Congress. Brown won 

district-wide, however, and in the General  

Election on November 8 will face George  

McDermott (R), who was also preferred by  

Riderwood precinct voters, for the District 4 seat 

in Congress. In Congressional District 3,  

Riderwood and district-wide voters chose  

incumbent Rep. John Sarbanes (D) and Mark  

Plaster (R) to face off for that seat in November.   

 According to the Maryland Board of  

Elections, at least 556 registered Democrats and  

Republicans in Precinct 5-04 voted at  

Montgomery Station.  Precinct 1-07 voters at 

Town Center totaled at least 586. 

 For the actual voter breakdown of these  

precinct results for the leading primary election  

candidates, email mnr.rer@gmail.com or see the 

breakdown on page 7. 

Resident Bill Saavedra recalls “The Fight of the 

Century” featuring Mohammad Ali & Joe Frazier 
By Bill Saavedra 

Resident 

 
 I never met Mohammad Ali, but I was 

amazed watching his boxing skills as he  

demolished opponents over the years. I vividly 

remember “The Fight of the Century” on  March 

8, 1971 when Ali lost to Joe Frazier in a fight 

lasting the full 15 rounds. 

 I was in Taipei, Taiwan as the Air Force 

representative on a small team of US military  

officers invited to present briefings to the  

Chinese National War College. We were  

traveling on the CincPAC Commander’s  

aircraft and left on that day to wend our way 

back to Honolulu. We left Taipei and headed to 

Yokota AFB, Japan, to refuel and spend a few 

hours before departing on the next leg. The crew 

chief discovered an alternator problem and we 

were told that we would have to spend the night 

while a replacement part was flown in from  

another base. 

 Some of us went to the Officers Club for 

dinner and noticed a sign at the entrance  

announcing the showing of the Ali-Frazier fight 

on television. Back home, the Madison Square 

Garden was charging exorbitant prices for  

tickets, or you could pay for watching the fight 

on closed-circuit television. We were going to 

watch it free on Japanese TV. 

 Another notice on the sign stated that 

beer would be sold for 10 cents a bottle during 

the fight. I am sure that the Club managers did 

not expect that an Ali fight would last very long. 

At one end of 

the bar there 

was a group 

of 10 young 

junior officers 

enjoying the 

fight. During 

the 12th or 13th 

round, they 

each threw a 

dollar on the 

bar and called the bartender over and said “Give 

us a 100 beers.” The amazed  bartender said he 

would have to open the bottles and he was told 

to get started.  

 That amazing fight, lasting for 15  

fast-paced rounds, was cheered on by an  

energetic crowd spurred on by the prodigious 

quantity of beers that the entire bar enjoyed for 

the rest of the evening. It was indeed a night to 

remember.   

Come One, Come All to Riderwood’s  Fourth 

Annual Art Show, “A Feast for the Eyes IV” 
By Sally Koenig  
Art Committee 

 

 Marvel at what talented residents and 

staff can produce. Expect quality of  

entries and breadth 

of  presentation.  Think 

cutting edge art,  

experimentation with 

the latest media,  

large paintings, large 

quilts, textiles,  

sculptures, and  

transparent pictures. 

Think fused glass,  

alcohol ink, photography which goes beyond 

snap shots into art, think creative uses of clay, 

wood and  

paper.   Get caught 

up in the feel of  

the current art  

movement as seen 

through the eyes of 

our remarkable  

and innovative  

artists.   Join us to 

enjoy a quiet  

appreciation of art 

and chat with most interesting artists on July 

20, 21, from 2pm-8pm and July 22, from 9am 

to 2pm in Montgomery Station’s Maryland 

Hall. See you there! 

Photo by Lew Priven 

Artwork by Jacques  

Hadler 
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Get to know the Department: Engineering  
By Juan Cooper 

Senior Facilities Manager 

 

 A good maintenance engineer must 

possess thorough knowledge of the equipment 

that he has to work 

with to carry out a 

proper preventive 

maintenance  

schedule. The  

outcome is the ability 

to get the best  

operation out of the 

hot water boilers, 

cooling towers, and  

air-conditioning  

systems. Riderwood 

engineers possess an 

array of talents since 

the primary role of  

a maintenance  

engineer at Riderwood is to identify and  

manage equipment reliability risks that could  

adversely affect plant operations.  

 One of the fundamental roles of the 

maintenance engineer is to track and monitor 

through a preventive maintenance program 

that identifies equipment issues and  

abnormally high 

maintenance and  

repair costs of his 

equipment, and then 

find ways to reduce 

those  

losses or high costs.  

 Riderwood 

engineers are the 

amazing employees 

that you rarely see or 

have contact with  

until there is an  

emergency with the 

HVAC systems.  

During my time here 

at Riderwood I have seen the selfless and  

tireless dedication that the engineering staff 

has shown. 

Staff members from the Engineering department  

pictured from Left to right: Fernando Moreno, Mario 

Vasquez, Earl Owens, Jose Escobar, Michael Jones,  

Ramon Lobo. 

Enjoy resident apartment shelves? Visit Donna and Dean  

Anderson’s beautiful Hampton Square shelf  
By Carolyn Compton 

Resident 

  

 One of the pleasures of walking  

Riderwood’s halls is seeing and enjoying our 

apartment shelves decorated by residents 

to represent their homes. Some are family  

oriented with photos of children and spouses; 

some with travel memories and mementos; and 

some with their own creations of holidays or  

seasons. I frequently travel from Calvert Landing 

to Montgomery Station and I’m always  

captivated by Donna and Dean Anderson’s shelf. 

I’ve told Donna many times that we should hold a 

“shelf sweepstakes” And I know she would win. 

Dean, a Lutheran pastor for 57 years, says that 

Donna “has always had a flair for decorating.” 

Their home “always  

expressed the seasons of 

the year” with Donna 

and their three daughters 

making Christmas tree 

and Easter gg decorations.  

 Dean served  

congregations in  

Maryland and   

Pennsylvania, retiring in 

1969, but he continued as 

a visitation pastor for St. 

Luke Lutheran Church in Silver Spring until 

1984. Donna and Dean moved to Riderwood from 

College Park 13 

years ago. Donna 

has joined a  

crafter’s group and 

continues doing 

what she loves 

along with enjoying 

their five  

grandchildren. Take 

a walk by the  

Anderson’s  

delightful shelf (Apt HS-205) if you wish. 

Resident Paul Pumphrey elected as new  

chairman of the African American History Club 
By Bob Merikangas 

Resident Writer 

 

 At the June meeting of the African  

American History Club the newly elected chairman 

was Paul Pumphrey, a Riderwood resident since June 

2015. His taking the leadership position certainly  

connects with his being part of the many ways that  

African Americans have made history in the United 

States, and he continues to be a participant in acting to 

make history now. 

            Years ago he was a leader in the  

Anti-Apartheid Movement USA, and in recent years 

he has been a co-founder and leader of Friends of the 

Congo, and active 

in their Breaking 

the Silence Weeks 

in October. 

            One of his 

major interests has 

been to help  

students in  

African-American  

families, and he has 

been a board  

member of the  

African Immigrant 

and Refugee Foundation (AIRF) in the DC area. On 

their website, the goal is stated: “facilitate the  

effective transition of African immigrants to  

American society and to support their productive,  

sustainable integration into their new homeland.” The 

hope has been to help the youth get college degrees 

and move on to professional work as doctors,  

pharmacists, educators, engineers, and more. 

 As a member of the Universal Negro  

Improvement Association (UNIA), Paul has been  

involved in the DC Division 330. He gave them a 

presentation in April this year, “Freedom Is Not 

Free,” connected to his many years of experience in 

helping the people of Haiti. Information can be found 

in two videos on the web in which he talks about  

Haiti. Their titles are “Paul Pumphrey breaks his  

silence on Haiti” and “Paul Pumphrey speaks about 

the war on Congo and Haiti.” The videos and much 

information about his life can be found online at   

paulpumphrey.blogspot.com. 

            In addition, to his connections to Africa, he 

has been a union organizer, involved in the work of 

the United Farm Workers Union, the American  

Federation of State, County, and Municipal  

Employees (AFSCME), and the Coalition of Black 

Trade Unionists (CBTU), and advisor to the  

Community Oriented Policing Squad (COPS) in 

Prince George’s County. 

            Paul has been involved in many presidential 

election campaigns by third parties, including the 

Green Party. He was chairman of the Rainbow  

Coalition in Montgomery County. He and some  

others are considering starting up a Green Party group 

here at Riderwood. 

            Using the web may be one way to learn about 

Paul’s amazing history, but even better is having  

conversations with him here, and hearing stories of 

his many activities. He could also be invited to give 

talks.  

Irene Sherman shares 

her eventful youth years 

with the community 
By Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 

 Irene Sherman moved to Parkview in April 

from her home in Mesa, AZ, where she lived for over 

35 years. 

 She was named Ruth at birth in Poland (on 

the border of Ukraine) as the Germans were invading 

the country. Her father 

died in the War and she 

was separated from her 

mother. Her maternal 

uncle (an officer and  

physician) played soccer 

with a priest who was  

residing in a nearby  

cloister  and took Ruth 

there for safety. She was 

renamed Irene by the 

Ukranian nuns, and has 

memories of feeling  

hunger and living in a  

barren room with eight to 

ten other children who 

had also sought refuge. There were long hours on her 

knees in prayer when Irene remembers “day  

dreaming.”  She had recurrent dreams throughout her 

youth of her father returning to find her. 

 Her uncle returned for Irene five years later 

and she was reunited with her mother. Her mother,  

uncle and Irene were the only surviving members of 

the family and the three traveled with a small band 

“through the woods to Germany” where they finally 

settled in Munich. Irene spoke German at home and 

Hebrew in school. She remembers taunts from a  

neighborhood boy and only now connects this with 

her being Jewish. Irene has vivid memories of war -

torn Germany with bombed out buildings and food  

rationing. Her mother was always reluctant to share 

memories of these years including why her name  

remained Irene and of their Jewish roots.  Her mother 

remarried and along with her mother and stepfather 

she traveled by ship to the United States. A train was 

taken from Boston  to Queens, NY where Irene was 

enrolled in school without knowing English. She 

later studied journalism at New York University and 

psychology at Queens College. Because of a  

technicality it would be years later that she earned 

her degree in sociology at Arizona State. Irene 

worked part time in retail allowing her the  

opportunity to share in the lives of others. 

 She met her husband, Stan, at a party in New 

York when she was a NYU student. There “wasn’t a 

dull moment” with this man who loved to ski, hike 

and wanted to “see what was behind every   

mountain.” His work as an engineer took the family 

that included a daughter and son to New York,  

Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and finally 

Arizona. He died in 2001 in Las Vegas on a holiday 

surrounded by lights and excitement as he had lived 

his life. Irene adds “he had a sense of humor which 

he needed to live with me.” 

Irene Sherman pictured 

as a child. 
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Erickson  

Living serves 

over 24,000 

seniors in 11 

states?  

Have a program idea? RWTV  

always welcome new  

suggestions. Feel free to  

call RWTV Coordinator Avedis  

Aghguiguian  at 301-572-8457  

or email  

Avedis.Aghguiguian@erickson.com. 

By Bettie Young  

D&I Committee member 

 
 “You could hear a happy hum throughout 

the room.” That was one person’s comment after 

the program “Riderwood Women Breaking  

Barriers” which was sponsored by the Diversity & 

Inclusion Committee on Thursday, May 26, 2016.  

               The “happy hum” which filled Maryland 

Hall was the sound of approximately 175 residents 

and staff members sharing their life experiences, 

and what they learned from them, with one another.  

Before the program started, the audience 

was entertained by slides of old-fashioned  

advertisements from the 30’s and 40’s illustrating 

the then-role of women.  

Riderwood centenarians celebrate life! 

The program began with a four-person  

panel discussion featuring two residents (Helen 

Helm and Bette Martin) and two staff members 

(Wendy Ferris and Diane Johnson-Sipes) who 

talked about their personal life experiences in  

encountering barriers due to being women, and 

what they learned from those experiences. The  

panel was followed by small group discussions 

among the audience, who were seated at round  

tables for 10. Everyone was offered an opportunity 

to share their personal life experiences on the same 

topic. The men who were present were welcomed 

and asked to share about a family member, friend or 

co-worker’s experience. 

The event was video-taped and currently 

available on RiderwoodTV.com. A summary of the 

The African American History Club honors centenarians 

Edythe Jones & Bernidene Creecy Pinkney 
By Jacinta Marshall & Sylvia Samuel 

AAHC members 

 
 Both Bernidene and Edythe were honored 

as the two centenarians of the African American  

History Club (AAHC).  Both of these women are an 

inspiration to many of us here at Riderwood. They 

both exemplify a positive attitude and a joy of 

“living.” Many of us should follow their example 

by continuing to do things in our community, not 

just for our own well-being but to make a difference 

to others. 

 Edythe Jones was born in December in 

Dallas, NC in 1915.  She celebrated her 100th  

birthday last year. 

She migrated to 

Washington, D.C. 

and attended Dunbar 

High School. At the 

age of 17, Edythe 

married Roscoe 

Jones, Sr.,  

a government  

employee and this 

proud couple  

produced two sons, 

Roscoe, Jr. and 

Willard (deceased).  

Edythe stressed  

education and  

Roscoe Jr. became a 

dentist. 

 Edythe  

dedicated her life to raising her two sons and giving 

back to her community. She was very involved with 

her church, Berean Baptist Church and the  

Merriweather Home for Children.  Today, Edythe is 

seen having dinner or lunch with friends and her 

son Roscoe and his wife, Marva. The love is evident 

in this family as we observe Roscoe and Marva’s  

dedication to Edythe. She is very loved by her  

Riderwood Community, which she joined in 2005. 

 You can read Edythe’s story written by 

Almeda Girod in the February edition of The  

Riderwood Reporter. 

 Bernidene Pinkney was born in  

Vicksburg, MS on August 10, 1913. At an early age 

she moved with her family to Memphis, TN where 

she attended historic LaMoyne School which later 

became LaMoyne College. She graduated from 

LaMoyne College with an MA in English and 

taught English and history in the 

Memphis Public School  

System. Along with her  

daughter Sylvia and husband, 

Rev. Herbert R. Pinkney,  

Bernidene moved to Nashville, 

TN where she attended  

Tennessee State University and 

graduated with a master of arts 

in Shakespearean literature with 

additional study in  

counseling. After working over 

30 years as an English teacher 

and counselor, Bernidene retired 

from the Nashville, TN Public 

School System.  

 Bernidene is a Life 

member of the Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority a community 

service organization.  She  

dedicated her community  

service to tutoring, counseling, 

providing food and clothing for 

needy families and giving of her 

time to promote good family 

relations for the families she served.  As a  

minister’s wife, Bernidene took a leadership role in 

the Presbyterian Church as a dedicated member of 

the Christian Education Committee for the  

National Church.  Also, she served at the Food  

Pantry of Northeastern Presbyterian Church in 

Washington, DC. 

 Bernidene has lived at Riderwood with her 

daughter and son-in law Hasker Samuel for three 

years. She will be 103 years old on her next  

birthday, August 10, 2016.       

 The AAHC was pleased to honor these 

beautiful centenarian women on June 1, 2016. They 

were presented with corsages and lovely gift bags. 

We know that they will continue to be an  

inspiration to all of us through their legacy of love, 

dedication and service to their families and others in 

the various communities. 

Catherine Dillon  

Bullen,100 years young! 
By Annemarie Dillon Casey & Rev. John J. Dillon 

Catherine Dillon Bullon family members 

 

 Recently Riderwood resident Catherine  

Dillon Bullen celebrated her 100th birthday.  

Catherine has resided at Garden View since  

December 2008. She has made many wonderful 

friends and is very appreciative of the caring staff at 

Riderwood. 

 Catherine was born on January 22, 1916 in 

Butler, Pennsylvania. She excelled in secretarial 

work and  

became the 

lead secretary 

to the  

President of 

American  

Bantam  

Automotive 

Company that  

produced a 

prototype  

Army vehicle 

now known as 

the “Jeep.” 

Catherine served as a source for the History  

Channel’s story of the “Jeep.”   

 On February 5, 1949 Catherine married John 

C. Dillon, a veteran and a graduate of Harvard Law 

School who later became a judge in  

Pennsylvania. Catherine and John lived in Butler for 

36 years and raised four children.  

 After her husband passed away in 1985, 

Catherine remained in Pennsylvania until she  

married Jack Bullen of Homosassa, Florida.  

Catherine moved to Florida and lived with her  

husband, Jack Bullen, until his death.    

 Catherine enjoyed growing up in  

Pennsylvania. She recalls the milkman delivering 

milk by horse- drawn cart. Another happy memory is 

when she and her mother traveled by train to  

attend the 1933 World’s Fair in Chicago. She also 

recalls the day that the famous architect, Frank Lloyd 

Wright, came in to the American Bantam office to 

buy a car. Catherine has lived by this advice: Don’t 

let age bother you.. it is only a number. She  

attributes her longevity and good health to prayer 

and healthy eating.  

Catherine and her granddaughters 

Olivia Casey (left) of San  

Francisco, Ca. and Emily Casey 

(right) of Los Angeles, Ca. 

Edythe Jones pictured  

during her 100th Birthday  

celebration in December 

2015. 

Bernidene 

Pinkney pictured 

during the AAHC  

centenarian  

celebration in 

June. 

Riderwood women share life experiences during “Breaking  

Barriers” program sponsored by the Diversity & Inclusion Committee  
“learnings” shared at each table is being prepared; 

they seem to fall into four general categories:  

Women must be assertive and persistent on their 

own behalf; Women need to recognize their own 

value; Women should encourage other women; and, 

education and qualifications are important. Some 

participants noted that race can be as much a barrier 

as gender. To request a copy of the full summary, 

please contact Bette Martin. 

 This program was the forth in the series of  

programs sponsored this year by the D&I  

Committee on the theme “Breaking Barriers.” 

Watch for other thought-provoking programs to be 

sponsored by the D&I Committee in the coming 

months.  
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Conversation with Administration 
By Wendy Ferris, Associate Executive Director 

 

Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at 2:00 pm on Thursday, July 14 in Lakeside Common’s Encore 

Theater.                
 

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration  

understand what we can do to improve customer service. Questions and answers may be altered or rephrased for this column without  

changing the accuracy of the information presented.   
  

The following reflects the highlights of Conversation with Administration conducted in May:  

The following new residents have moved to  

Riderwood between May 18th & June 21st.  

                  

Trudy Lane (KC)                    Clarksville, MD 

Yung & Evelyn Chen (CT)                  Arlington, VA 

Cecilia Ambrose (CC)                    Silver Spring, MD 

Marcia Baker (HS)                        Pittsburg, PA  

Larry Show (VP)                         Hendersonville, NC 

Cindy Lefkowitz (PV)                          Bethesda, MD 

Sewell & Evelyn Horad (BG)        Silver Spring, MD  

Roz Ludwig (PV)                          Charlottesville, VA  

Rita Schief (CL)             Rockville, MD  

Hilda Rodriguez (BG)          Silver Spring, MD  

Roseann Beutell (OP)                Rye Brook, NY 

Jean Twigg (GV)                           College Park, MD 

Gloria Hord (CT)                            Myrtle Beach, SC 

Lilly Lievsay (WC)                                Bethesda, MD 

Asa & Barbara Crews (WC)         South Orange, NJ 

Bob Prestel (FR)            West Friendship, MD 

Theresa Carney (CL)                               Laurel, MD 

Sylvia Sunshine (WC)                          Tenafly, NJ 

Margaret Iwamoto (GV)               Silver Spring, MD 

Sylvia Frank (VP)               Chevy Chase, MD 

James & Louise Young (MG)             Bethesda, MD 

Joan Olesen (PV)                                       Aurora, IL 

Douglas & Melissa Hester (OP)      Montgomery, AL 

Thomas Packard (PV)                     New York, NY 

Peter Euben (CC)                            Santa Cruz, CA  

Marion Morris (HS)                  Washington, DC 

Rod Summerford &   

Diane Matuszak (WC)        Columbia, MD 

Robert & Joline Celentano (HS)   Summerfield, FL 

William Finley (WC)                       Washington, DC 

Welcome New  

Residents 

Wendy Ferris 

Questions, Comments and Statements by  

Residents: 

 

1. Can we have automatic openers to the fire 

doors in the event they are shut?  

 We would need to look at fire codes to 

see if this would be allowable but we can  

certainly look into this suggestion.        

 

 

2. Are our taxi service rates comparable to  

local taxi rates?     

 Yes. Our rates are competitive with local 

taxi rates.        

 

3. If a building has two different entrances can 

they be marked separately to distinguish them 

from each other?     

 Yes. We are in the process of marking  

outside entrances with different circled numbers 

Announcements:  
 Salon renovations have been completed in the 

Town Center venue. PS Salon will also be 

hiring receptionists for the Village Square and 

Lakeside Commons salons. 

 For our Philanthropy Department we would 

like to thank all those who participated in the 

Mother’s Day Bake Sale. The Bake Sale 

raised a total of $3,026.00 for the Benevolent 

Care Fund. Also, please save the date for the 

Gala which will be on Saturday, September 

24. The theme this year will be the Food and 

Wine of Sonoma, Ca. Please look for more 

information to come. 

 In updates in our Orchard Point initiative, the 

construction project is on schedule and is  

expected to be completed by the end of July. 

Furniture and fixtures will then be installed. 

Once that is completed, we will then undergo 

the licensing and certification survey process. 

This will hopefully take place sometime in 

late August or early September. We are  

anticipating opening for admissions in  

September. There will be 41 apartments  

converted to assisted living. Twenty-two of 

these apartments will be 2-bedroom, 4 will be 

1-bedroom with den, 13 1-bedrooms, and 2 

studios. There will be a restaurant, bar, and 

living room and fitness areas. The new  

Orchard Point assisted living area will be 

called The Glen at Orchard Point. The new 

dining venue will be called The Bistro at  

Orchard Point. Once completed we will be 

having an open house. We would like to  

remind everyone that some of the areas in  

Orchard Point are construction areas and we 

ask that for your safety you avoid those areas. 

The Admission and pricing brochures are now 

available. Please see Franklin Richburg, Abby 

Dyjack, or Dionne Jacobs, from the Arbor 

Ridge Admissions team if you are interested 

in one.   

 In updates from our Dining Department we 

are continuing with our Voice of the  

Customer program. There will be focus 

groups coming up so you can participate. 

Please look for more information to come. We 

are also offering kitchen tours. If you would 

like to go on a tour please see one of our  

dining staff and they can assist you by having 

you sing up for a tour. There will also be Late 

Night in the Pub which will continue  

throughout the summer.  

 In updates in our General Services  

Department our spring flowers have been 

planted. We are also conducting a parking 

initiative. We have been monitoring the  

Calvert Landing parking lot and evaluating 

the campus-wide parking situation. From this  

information and feedback from our residents, 

we have developed a plan to re-allocate how 

parking is distributed around campus among 

resident, staff, and visitor parking. We are 

also developing an exterior door entry project 

that will allow for badge reader access as well 

as automatic door opening. There will be 

more information on this project to follow. 

 Please be aware that when you are traveling 

and you use public Wi-Fi that you do not use 

it to access your banking or other financial  

information because public Wi-Fi is not  

secure. Hackers can easily see your  

information so be careful when using these 

free services. Make sure you are on a secure 

network whenever you check financial  

information on line.  

 In our Sales Department we are having a great 

year. Our occupancy rate for this quarter was 

95.5 percent, which is up from 94.7 percent 

from last month. We would especially like to 

thank our Riderwood Ambassadors who make 

our sales events so successful.    

to differentiate them from each other.    

4. Is there information about Press-Alerts? 

 Yes. All social workers have a brochure 

available for residents explaining Press-Alerts.    

 

5. Are there any updates on increasing the 

credit for the 20-meal plan? 

 Yes. We have put it in the budget plans 

for the coming year. There will be more  

information to follow.  

Riderwood’s softball team finish in second 

place in the Erickson softball tournament 

By Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 

 Charley Hudson coached the  

Riderwood Rockets to a 2nd place finish  

behind Oak Crest in the Erickson softball  

tournament that was held at Charlestown on 

June 8. Greenspring and Charlestown  

finished 3rd and 4th respectively. 

 During the 

Riderwood and  

Greenspring game a 

storm brewed with 

strong wind and  

prediction of heavy 

rain driving the  

players and  

spectators inside.  

Play resumed 35 

minutes later with a 

persistent wind that  

affected the game creating hits to go foul.  

Softball rules are that the hitter with a  second 

foul on third strike is called out and this rule 

affected play. 

 In their first game, the Rockets came 

to bat in the final inning trailing Greenspring 6

-4. The first 5 batters were Allen Holt,   

Allen Slutsky,  Preston James, Gordon Ward, 

and Jack McMahon. As a result of hits and 

errors the two tying runs scored. Paul Johnson 

came to bat with bases loaded and no outs and 

drew a walk forcing in the winning run with 

Riderwood winning 7-6. 

 In the final game against Oak Crest for 

the championship,  

Riderwood scored 

two runs in the first  

inning for a 2-0 lead.  

Oak Crest scored 2 

runs in the bottom of 

the 4th inning to take 

a 7-5 lead.  In the top 

of the 5th inning  

Riderwood was  

unable to score with 

Oak Crest winning 

the championship. 

 Ray Roth, a former high school  

cheerleader, led the Riderwood spectators in 

cheering to support their team.  
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Erickson Living partners 

with Catholic Charities 

to support St. Ann’s 

Adult Daycare Services 
By Suzanne Snyder 

Business Office Manager, Arbor Ridge  

 
 Team Erickson Living is supporting the 

Catholic Charities Dragon Boat Races in 2016. 

With more than 80 programs serving more than 

160,000 Marylanders each year, Catholic  

Charities relies on the generosity of more than 

22,000 volunteers who serve thousands of hours 

every year to help us fulfill our mission of  

improving the lives of Marylanders in need. 

 We have partnered with Catholic  

Charities to support and raise money for St. 

Ann’s Adult Daycare Services, a day program 

that provides activities, socialization, and  

medical supervision to seniors and persons with 

disabilities as well as a needed break for family 

caregivers. With your support and donation to 

the Erickson Living team, we can continue to 

help Catholic Charities provide vital services to 

those in need throughout Maryland. 

 Please show your support by visiting  

http://cservice.catholiccharities-md.org/goto/

EricksonLiving and clicking on the ‘Donate 

Now” button and by coming out to cheer us 

on!! Race Day is Saturday, September 10th at  

Baltimore’s Inner Harbor.  

Windows 10 provides 

many useful new features  
By Korey Knapper 

I.T. Site Coordinator 

 
 In October of 2015 we recommended 

waiting 3-6 months before upgrading to Windows 

10 in order to allow time for Microsoft and  

hardware manufactures to address compatibility 

issues with the new Operating System (OS). At 

this time, most manufacturers have updated their 

drivers to take advantage of the new OS and  

minimize compatibility issues. Upgrading to  

Windows 10 definitely has plenty of benefits, and 

the fact that it's a free upgrade right now makes it 

even more tempting. The free upgrade offer is  

only good until July 29, 2016.   

 Windows 10 has a lot of useful new  

features, as well as key improvements to features 

that were included in Windows 7 and 8/8.1.  

Improvements include better search, window  

management, file management, gaming tools,  

and last but not least, Cortana, the digital  

personal assistant. She can set reminders that 

sync with your phone, and help you find your 

files using natural language search.   

 An important note for those moving up to 

Windows 10 is whether your important  

applications will work on the new OS. For major 

software releases this should be a smooth  

upgrade but it’s worth checking with the software  

provider. The same holds true for peripherals 

such as printers and scanners, which may require 

the downloading of new drivers to ensure they 

work properly on the new platform.  

 As we mentioned last October if your 

computer is more than five years old it is most 

likely not compatible with Windows 10. If your 

computer is less than five years old and you  want 

to move forward with the upgrade you should run 

the Windows 10 Upgrade Advisor and back up 

any important files before you upgrade.  

 For assistance with your upgrade please 

call Erickson Resident Computer Services 

(ERCS) at 800-677-0211 to schedule an  

appointment.  

Primary Election results breakdown  
Continued from page 3 

 

Precinct 05-04  

Montgomery Station 

  

 President 
Democrats 

Clinton  413 

Sanders    89 

Others      4 

Republicans 

Kasich    68 

Trump    53 

Cruz     20 

Other                        9 

 

 U.S. Senate 
Democrats   

Edwards   111  

Van Hollen            374 

Other               15 

Republicans 

Szeliga    18 

Other             101 
 

 U.S. Congress 
Democrats 

Sarbanes            425 

Other               45 

Republicans 

Mark Plaster             80 

Other                        28 
 

 

Precinct 01-07 

Town Center 

 

 President 
Democrats 

Clinton  359 

Sanders    70 

Other              13 

Republicans 

Kasich    62 

Trump    41 

Cruz     25 

Other              16 
 

 U.S. Senate 
Democrats 

Edwards    85 

Van Hollen           336 

Other              21 

Republicans 

Szeliga     32 

Richardson              19 

Misc      51 
 

 U.S. Congress 
Democrats 

Pena-Melnyk 187 

Anthony Brown 123 

Glen Ivey    70 

Other              25 

Republicans 

McDermott             53 

Other                       34 

Improve communication with individuals  

experiencing hearing loss with these easy steps 

By Melissa Yunes Au.D 

Clinical Audiologist 

 

 If you know someone with hearing 

loss, you probably already know that hearing 

aids alone do not solve all of their  

communication needs in all of their daily  

situations. As a family member or a loved one 

of someone with hearing loss, you can  

improve  

communication 

with these  

simple tips.  

Communication 

is a two-way 

street, and it is 

important for 

both the speaker 

and the listener 

to make their 

best efforts to  

communicate effectively. 

Get the Listener’s Attention First: You can 

save yourself and your loved one a lot of  

frustration by getting their attention first,  

either by calling their name, or getting into 

their field of vision, before you start speaking.  

Sometimes, a light touch on the arm is helpful, 

too. This simple gesture prepares the listener 

to attend to what you are saying. 

Keep Eye Contact: Facial cues  

provide a lot of information  for someone with 

hearing loss. Try to maintain eye contact with 

the listener.  

Speak in a Normal Tone of Voice: Many 

people think that raising their voice to a shout 

will help someone with hearing loss hear more 

clearly. This is a common misconception in 

most cases, especially for those who already 

wear hearing aids. Frequently, speaking  

slowly and distinctly improves speech  

intelligibility more than raising the volume, 

because shouting often distorts the words.   

Try to Reduce Background Noise: There 

are many situations where background noise 

can be avoided during a conversation. For  

example, if you’re trying to speak to  

someone over the noise of the television set, or 

while doing some dishes, you can turn off the 

set or the faucet while you convey an  

important point. When going to a restaurant, 

ask for a smaller table.   

Put Your Best Face Forward: Try to keep 

your hands away from your face when  

talking. Avoid speaking with food in your 

mouth. Also, keep in mind, beards or bushy 

moustaches can hide your mouth! 

Rephrase Instead of Repeat: If the  

listener is having a hard time hearing  

something you’ve said once already, rephrase 

it a different way. Sometimes hearing key 

words in a different way gives the listener an 

edge to understand better. 

Be Patient: Sure, it can be frustrating  

having to repeat yourself to your loved one, 

but try to be patient. If your loved one  

perceives that you are frustrated, it is sure to 

raise his or her anxiety level as well.   

 If you think you or a loved one is  

experiencing some hearing loss, come see our 

audiologists who serve the Riderwood  

Medical Center every week. Dr. Melissa 

Yunes and others from the Hearing Associates 

of Northern Virginia is available at Riderwood 

every Wednesday, by appointment, by calling 

(703) 748-3300.   
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The following residents passed away  

between May 19th and June 21st.  
 

*Richard “Dick” Vayhinger      MS           Feb.4*   

Philip D. Smith                             HS         May. 24 

Rawley Silver     WC  May.26 

Milton Krupnick   FC  May.26 

Sara Lowe   HS  May.27 

John Elliott   MS  May.28 

Kurt Simenauer  CT  May.31 

Annette Rosen   RC  May.31 

Doris Kelly     OG  May.31 

Doris Kuhn         CL  May.31 

Ida “Ruth” Looney  FC  June.1 

Iwao Sugai   HG  June.1 

Marguerite Coomes  FR  June.4 

Willie Herbert    OG  June.9 

Janie Marshall   CT  June.11 

Harry Kiely   MG  June.11 

William “Bill” Manley  CT  June.12 

John Lane   KC  June.15 

PAC presents tenor with songs you love  
By Alan Mayers 

PAC Producer 

 
 The Performing Arts Council is pleased 

to introduce John Carelli, an award-winning  

tenor with a repertoire ranging from popular, 

swing-era, show-tunes, and the American  

songbook, to  

Neapolitan numbers in 

the Italian style. He’ll 

sing in the Encore  

Theater at 7:30pm on 

Friday, July 15. 

 Born in  

Brooklyn, NY and 

raised in New Jersey, 

his love of music was 

engendered by his  

father, a big band  

vocalist before turning 

to business. John sang with choruses and large 

and small close harmony groups before  

blossoming as a solo singer. Performing in a 

wide variety of venues and musical styles, he 

has sung with individual accompanists, bands of 

various sizes, orchestras, and with his personal 

collection of backing tracks such as those to be 

employed in this program.    

 On stage, John's credits include a  

leading role as Horace Vandergelder in  

Allentown, Pa. MunOpCo production of Hello 

Dolly. He has also appeared in MunOpCo's  

Jekyll and Hyde and in Vintage, at the  

Pennsylvania Playhouse in Bethlehem, Pa. At 

Allentown's Civic Theatre, John showcased his 

operatic skills as the tenor in Terrence 

McNally's Master Class.  

 John continues to perform music that 

reflects his heritage and complements his strong 

tenor voice. He has sung in public festivals such 

as New York City's San Gennaro Festival in  

Little Italy, and in venues such as the Sands  

Casino in Bethlehem, Pa. and Penn's Peak in the 

Poconos. No matter the occasion or size of the 

audience, John's performances never fail to  

excite!  

 Tickets are $5 and will be sold in all  

dining room lobbies on Monday, July 11 and 

Tuesday, July 12 from 4:30 to 6:00pm.  

Mark your calendar! 

“Relatives of Residents” 

concert returns July 31 

By Estelle Belson 

Concert Producer  

 

 What began as an experiment four 

years ago by the Riderwood Piano Club has 

emerged as a highlight of each summer's  

concert season. Since 2013 we have  

showcased some of our grandchildren who 

have demonstrated talent in an area of  

classical music and also have expressed a real 

desire to perform here at Riderwood. The  

enthusiastic response by the residents has been 

truly heartwarming.  

 On July 31, 

the Piano Club  

proudly presents  

musicians ranging in 

age from the very 

young to those  

seeking degrees in 

music at universities. 

Some have  

entertained us before while others will be  

participating for the first time. Selections  

include music for piano, violin, cello and  

classical guitar, with works by Scarlatti,  

Vivaldi, Rodrigo, Rachmaninoff, Gershwin 

and Chopin. 

 Mark your calendars for Sunday, July 

31 at 7:30pm in the Chapel. This is a free  

concert and refreshments will be served in the 

lobby following the concert. 

 Support our grandchildren. They are 

sure to entertain you!    

Riderwood accepts Erickson sister community 

Charlestown’s challenge to a Bocce Tournament 
By George J. Galasso 

Riderwood Bocce Team Chair 
  

 A new tradition is about to be born. 

The Erickson community Charlestown has 

asked if Riderwood would accept a challenge 

from their Bocce team. We 

have gladly accepted their  

challenge and the meet will be 

held at the Riderwood Bocce 

Courts near Arbor Ridge on 

Wednesday, July 13 at 10am, 

with a July 20 rain date. The 

tournament will be under the 

auspices of the Riderwood  

Fitness Centers. 

 Hopefully, this will be the first of an 

annual event and eventually include other  

Erickson communities and perhaps other  

senior communities. It will also provide an  

opportunity for our residents to enjoy a  

pleasant morning/afternoon and for you to see 

how the game is played. Perhaps it will  

convince you to come out and join us during 

our regular play times,  

every Tuesday, Wednesday,  

Thursday, and Friday at 10am, 

from April through  

November. You will see that it 

is an easy game to play,  

without strain on any muscle 

group, and lots of fun. 

  In the meantime, help 

us make this tournament a  

success by coming out to cheer on our team 

and encourage more tournaments and  

traditions at Riderwood. For more details,  

contact Paula Butler at 301-572-8333.  

Register to Vote 
 

 On July 4, residents and staff are  

invited to register to vote at any of the four 

clubhouses during brunch hours. A team of 

residents trained by the Prince George’s 

County League of Women Voters to serve as 

Voter Registrars will welcome you. 

Multi-talented resident Carolyn Stearns artist  

exhibits artwork at “A Feast for the Eyes IV” art show 
By Mildred Rust 

Resident  

 

 She is a multi-talented artist and has 

written delightful children’s books. As a child, 

she loved to dance, got to study with Martha 

Graham, won a dance scholarship to Smith  

College for her MFA, and has taught dance at 

various places, such as the University of  

Maryland. But here, we will focus on Carolyn 

Stearns’ fascinating artwork. 

 Outside in the hallway, and inside her 

apartment, walls are covered with her graphic 

drawings, of bright colors and intriguing  

designs. Many are titled, and after reading the 

title then studying the picture again, one can 

see the often subtle meaning of the title. They 

are whimsical, comical, introspective -  

everyone a treasure. Several will be shown at 

Riderwood’s premier annual art show. Some 

are now on view in Montgomery Station’s Art 

Studio. 

 A number have been shown at juried 

shows in regional galleries. On Carolyn’s  

bedroom wall is a particularly beautiful one, 

titled “Cirque du Soliel”, given a Merit Award 

at the 2012 juried show at Artists’ Gallery in  

Columbia, Md. 

 Unusual in design is “Pegasus,” made 

by cutting the artwork into strips, then small 

squares, then reassembling them against each 

other, creating a sort of crossword-puzzle  

effect. On the floor, in the closet, under the 

bed, are many more designs, having rolled 

themselves into natural cylinders, finished but 

unframed.  

 For years, she had been “fiddling” with 

drawing. When she and her husband, Chris 

May, moved to Riderwood a few years ago, 

she met Sylvia Valentino, an  

accomplished artist, who became a friend and 

mentor. Sylvia, recognizing Carolyn’s talent, 

strongly encouraged her art work. Carolyn 

feels that it is only since coming to Riderwood 

that her work has grown to its present  

professional level. Five of her pieces will be 

shown in “A Feast for the Eyes IV” art show 

July 20, 21, and 22. Mark your calendars and 

plan to attend the show, where Carolyn’s  

pieces and those of many other talented  

Riderwood artists will be on exhibit. 

In Memoriam 


