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Town Center renovations expected to begin this month 

by Bette Martin 

RAC Communication Officer  

 

 Many of you remember what it was like to 

live through an ongoing renovation in your homes.  

It always started later than planned and was 

inconvenient while it was ongoing.   

 However, as you enjoyed your new space, 

the turmoil of the project faded and you were 

delighted with the results. When the renovation of 

Town Center is finished, residents will have a great 

deal to enjoy including a new Bistro, a refurbished 

Celebrations room,  a redesigned Seasons dining 

room, new and comfortable living room furniture, 

and much more. 

 It is estimated that the renovation will start 

in mid-to-late June. It will be accomplished in two 

separate phases in an effort to ensure that resident 

comfort is maintained and disruptions  are kept to a 

minimum; however, a certain amount of noise, 

dust, and change is unavoidable. 

 What you will see happening first is the 

arrival of two TMOs (double wide trailers that will 

serve as temporary mobile offices) situated near 

the tennis courts. They are being configured to 

Riderwood specifications so that as soon as they 

are in place, the Sales and Human Resources 

offices will move into them.  

 Once that move is completed, the Pub will 

close and a  temporary wall enclosing the back part 

of the club house will be constructed. It will be 

parallel to the courtyard entrance, which will close 

in order to permit the work crews to access the 

building with minimal impact on residents.  We 

will be able to see Phase One being accomplished 

(Continued on page 6) 

by Corrinne Lennox  

Resident Writer 

  

 If you think the restaurant business is only 

about food, it depends upon whom you ask.  

According to Edgar Jimenez, newly appointed 

Manager of the Overlook restaurant, food is only 

the beginning.  

 “My job is about financial and legal 

management and, most of all, about human 

relations,” says 

Jimenez. Growing 

up in Bogota, 

Colombia, Edgar’s 

father was a 

businessman who 

owned a few farms 

outside of the city.  

 “I wasn’t 

sure, then, whether 

I wanted to follow 

a career in business 

or in medicine; I 

only knew I 

wanted to help 

others.”   

 Four members of Edgar’s family were 

physicians.  In fact, when still quite young, one of 

those relatives disguised Edgar as an intern so that 

he could stand close by and watch him perform 

surgery. 

 Eventually, Edgar determined that he 

could choose a business profession and still be of 

service to others. He therefore began his four 

years of studies in Business and Hotels at 

University Externado de Colombia in Bogota.  

(Continued on page 4) 

Overlook welcomes new 

manager Edgar Jimenez by Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

  

Charley Hudson was given an award 

for outstanding service by the National 

Federation of State High School Athletic 

Associations. The honor was well earned since 

for 70 consecutive years, Charley has helped 

organize state high school championship 

basketball and football games and raise 

contributions to finance these playoffs.  

It was after World War II that the state 

of Maryland started state championship 

tournaments in 

basketball. The 

award was 

presented to 

Charley between 

playoff games at 

the University of 

Maryland’s Xfinity 

Center. He received 

this inaugural 

award while 

surrounded by 

family, including 

his wife, Ann, who 

is also a resident.  

“I’ve been involved with some type of 

athletics since I was two years old,” said 

Charley. With a mother that played basketball 

and a semi-pro baseball player as his father, 

there was no question that Charley would be 

successful in the world of sports. 

He began his athletic career at Snow 

Hill High School where he played baseball, 

basketball, and soccer. In 1939, he enrolled in 

Salisbury State Teachers College where he 

played baseball and soccer and later 

transferred to the University of Maryland 

where he played baseball.  Charley had a 38-

year career teaching physical education, 

coaching, serving as athletic director, and 

later as an administrator in Prince George’s 

County Schools. 

In the 17 years of coaching sports, he 

never had a losing season. Charley attributes 

his coaching success to his reasonable 

demands of his team. “With everything I’ve 

done in my life, I 

never asked anybody 

to do something that I 

wouldn’t do myself,” 

he said.  

He refereed basketball 

games for 36 years 

and umpired baseball 

games for 47 years at 

the high school, 

college, and military 

level. He continues in 

athletics since he is 

the coach of the 

Riderwood Softball Team. 

Charley also worked in municipal 

government for eight years as commissioner 

and mayor of District Heights. He enlarged 

and improved the local park, which was later 

named the Charles L. Hudson Municipal Park. 

“Age is catching up with me,” Charley says. 

He is stepping down from the association at 

the age of 94.  

Charley Hudson honored for 70 years of service 

Charley Hudson receives award from NFSHSAA 
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Greetings from the Administration 
by Gary Hibbs 

Executive Director 
 I was looking on the internet while 

thinking about what we are going to be 

embarking on this month with the Town Center 

renovation, and came upon this picture from 

May, 1950 when Harry Truman was in office 

and the White House was going through a 

renovation.   One characterization of the 

condition of the White House was the 

following: 

 Floors no longer merely creaked; they 

swayed. The president’s bathtub was sinking 

into the floor. A leg of Margaret’s piano broke 

through the floor in what is today the Private 

Dining Room. Engineers did a thorough 

examination and found plaster in a corner of the 

East Room sagging as much as 18 inches. 

Wooden beams 

had been 

weakened by 

cutting and 

drilling for 

plumbing and 

wiring over 

150 years, and 

the addition of 

the steel roof 

and full third 

floor in 1927 

added weight 

the building 

could no 

longer handle. 

They declared 

the whole house to be in imminent danger of 

collapse. 

 Thankfully, Town Center is not in this 

condition at all.  But, we don’t even want to 

have the 

reputation of 

Riderwood 

“sinking” or 

“sagging” in any 

way!  We want 

to keep our 

physical plant in 

top notch 

condition, and 

also make sure it 

fits with the 

programming 

and functions 

that evolve over 

time as desired by the residents of today and 

tomorrow.  That’s why we’ve built into the 

design space more dining venue and choices, 

improved acoustics, an increase in the number 

of resident spaces while maintaining flexibility 

for the future and plans to refresh Celebrations, 

the Music Room and the Crafts Room along 

with a new Media Lounge area among other 

things.  

 The dictionary defines renovation as 

working to “reinvigorate; refresh; revive”.  We 

are very confident that we are about to do just 

that in a visible way starting this month in Town 

Center.  It won’t be easy or convenient, but 

we’ll do the  best we can to keep inconvenience 

at a minimum!  In this edition of the Reporter, 

RAC Information Officer Bette Martin gives the 

dates and the times of some forums where 

you’ll get the latest information and be able to 

ask questions, and hear in more detail how we’ll 

be communicating the activity and progress as 

we proceed.  We hope to see you there as we go 

through this journey together! 

by Bette Martin 

RAC Communication Officer 

 

 During 

the coming 

year, the 

Resident 

Advisory 

Council will 

host two open 

meetings and 

two 

information 

forums.   

 We are 

pleased to 

announce that the first open meeting will be 

held on Tuesday, June 27, in the Chesapeake 

Room in Montgomery Station. 

 The RAC will hear a report on 

Riderwood finances from Finance Director 

Mark Embley.  Mr. Embley will review the 

budget for the current year and provide 

information about many topics: the sales and 

occupancy rate, our income and costs, how 

Riderwood works to contain costs, reserve 

funds and where they are invested, debt and 

how it is serviced, and the resident safety 

net.  

 He will answer questions from the 

RAC and written questions from the 

audience. We hope you will join us! 

Residents invited to 

open RAC meeting 

by Bud Bare 

General Services Liaison, RAC 

 

 Members of 

the general services 

committee have 

been named. This 

committee’s mission 

is to enhance 

communication 

between residents 

and the general 

services (GS) team.  

 If there is a 

concern that was 

reported through the 

normal process that 

has not been handled to a resident’s satisfaction, 

then a committee member can be asked to follow 

up with GS to ensure that the resident’s concern is 

addressed.  

 The committee member will also give 

explanations to residents when GS takes a 

particular action. There are two members from 

each village: 

 

 Jackie Pomeranz & Don Hawkins (TNC) 

 Maggie Kinnaman & Rita Hofbauer (MST) 

 Terrie Elliot & Jim Morgan (LSC) 

 Marvin Roush & Cathy Pasternak (VSQ) 

 Jack Wachtman (At Large) 

 Bud Bare (GS Liaison) 

From the RAC  

by Barbara 

Bisgaier  

Chairperson, NSC, 

Audit Committee 

 

 The five-

member NSC Audit 

Committee, which I 

chair, oversees the 

annual audits of the 

16 Erickson-

managed 

communities and the 

NSC Business Trust. 

For many years these audits have been performed 

by PricewaterhouseCoopers and recently – based 

on PwC’s long experience with the CCRC 

industry and with NSC communities in particular - 

the committee decided to retain that firm for 

another three years, subject to contract terms 

renegotiation. 

 PwC plans each year’s audits with the 

committee and with the Erickson Living 

Management accounting department and provides 

monthly updates throughout the process. The audit 

assures that financial statements are free of 

material misstatement and identifies any 

weaknesses or deficiencies.   

 The lengthy review process allows the 

NSC Audit Committee to understand issues and 

trends highlighted by the audits.  Drafts of the 

audits are reviewed by the Committee prior to 

presentation to the regional audit committees for 

final approval. Subsequently comments included 

in the Management Letter, which accompanies the 

documents, are closely tracked by the Audit 

Committee and ELM during the course of the year 

to monitor how they are being addressed. 

 Additionally, this year the Audit 

Committee will select an accounting firm to 

produce each community’s Form 990 (Return of 

Organization Exempt from Income Tax.) 

Beginning in 2018 the Audit Committee will be 

responsible for overseeing the annual preparation 

of these forms. 

A word from the NSC  
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The Observer           

     by Jim Feldman 

CAMPUS CAPERS BY R. WOOD 

 

   Riderwood keeps  

   me going! 

 Have you ever wondered how Riderwood 

compares to other Erickson Living communities? 

I asked an expert who has been with Erickson 

from the beginning— 

our executive director, Gary Hibbs, who may be 

the most experienced executive director in the 

Erickson system.   

 He has been at Riderwood for just over a 

year now, but it is his fourth time in this position 

and he also has been a regional executive 

director. He has been executive director at Henry 

Ford Village, in Detroit (which no longer is in 

the Erickson system), Cedar Crest, in New 

Jersey, and Oak Crest, in Parkville, MD. He also 

worked for a while at Charlestown, in 

Catonsville, MD. 

 He says that while there are many 

similarities between residents in all of these 

communities, there are some differences. New 

Jersey folks are pretty outspoken.  “They tell you 

what is on their minds,” says Gary. “People in 

Michigan are more laid back.”  

 What about our sister communities, Oak 

Crest and Charlestown? Gary says that they are 

much more Maryland oriented than Riderwood, 

looking to Baltimore as their metropolis while 

Riderwood, in a suburb of the nation’s capital, is 

Washington, D.C. oriented. 

 Because of our location, says Gary, we 

have a more diverse population than other 

Erickson communities, whose residents mainly 

are drawn from their local regions. Riderwood 

residents come from all over the country and the 

world and their general education level is very 

high. 

 Gary has dedicated his whole career to 

making life as 

good as it can be 

for older people. 

He says the seed 

was planted when 

he was a young 

boy and his 

grandmother moved in with the family.  

 “She had many problems in her older 

years,”  he says. “I decided then and there that I 

would do everything I could to improve things 

for people like her.” He became superbly 

qualified for this mission, obtaining a law degree, 

a masters degree in social work with a specialty 

in gerontology, and a license in nursing home 

administration.  

 Gary is an exceptionally good judge of 

executive talent. While at Cedar Crest he had to 

choose a replacement for a departing associate 

executive director. One applicant for the job was 

a Naval Academy graduate named Chip Warner. 

Gary offered Chip the job and trained him in the 

ways of community management. Chip departed 

Riderwood after a highly successful five years to 

become regional executive director for mid-

Atlantic and other Erickson Living communities. 

 I would say we are very lucky to have 

Gary Hibbs in charge of our management. For 

him it isn’t just a job; it is a calling. 

Observer says: In every older person, there’s a 

young person wondering what happened. 

Send brief anecdotes to jimfeldman25@gmail.com or put a 

note in my cubby,  VP 118, Village Square. 

by Beth Gordon,  

Riderwood resident  

 

 “American values” have often been 

discussed in the media recently. This has led me to 

think about my values. They are likely similar to 

the values of my friends and neighbors here at 

Riderwood -- Love for America, my adopted 

country. Respect for our Constitution and our 

democratic system of government. Respect for 

persons regardless of their race, religion or 

opinions. The Four Freedoms (freedom of speech 

and worship; freedom from want and fear). That’s 

just a partial list. 

 I applaud the work of Riderwood’s 

CommUNITY Living Committee which focuses 

on actions and events to foster neighborliness and 

the Golden Rule of living – do unto others as we 

would like them to do to us. 

 I call that civility – a value which I fear is 

undervalued here at Riderwood. I’ve noted 

instances where residents have been scorned for 

their opinions which often results in fearful 

silence. Freedom from fear is an important value 

to be encouraged in our conversations. 

 In an article on civility in the Washington 

Post’s Outlook section on March 12, the author 

(Oxford Professor Teresa Bejan) states an 

important conclusion: “To live together, we must 

be able to talk to one another; the fate of our own 

tolerant society hangs in the balance.” 

 Civility is the cornerstone of community 

living. May it be evident in all our conversations 

with residents and staff. 

“Civility is like a wonderful 

boomerang; if you send it out, it’s 

bound to come back to you."    

-Sujata Massey 

- CommUNITY Living Committee 

Is civility an undervalued 

value at Riderwood? 

Nature Alert: The history behind the wye oak 

trees of Riderwood’s campus 
by Becky Hedin 

Resident Writer 

 

 Years ago, when driving from Silver 

Spring to Atlantic beaches, a favorite stop was the 

village of Wye Mills to admire Maryland’s 

honorary state tree, 

the Wye Oak, the 

largest wye  oak 

tree in the nation. It 

was estimated to 

have sprouted in the 

1500s.   

 In June of 

2002, that 

magnificent tree 

was destroyed in a 

tremendous thunder 

storm.  Fortunately, 

in previous years, 

the Maryland 

Department of 

Natural Resources 

collected acorns 

from the tree and planted them.  The saplings 

were sold and planted throughout the United 

States of America. 

  

When Riderwood’s pub was named for the Wye 

Oak in March 2005, residents Arnold and Mildred 

Hauser encouraged the community to purchase 

and plant ten Wye Oak saplings. The  Grounds 

Department  and the Wildlife Habitat 

Management Project coordinated the temporary 

planting in a 

protected area that 

later became the 

Riderwood dog run.   

 After allow 

them to mature for 

several years, 

Riderwood moved 

some of the 

surviving trees to an 

area behind the 

resident gardens 

and some in front of 

the Gracefield Road 

Gatehouse. Three 

trees, labeled with 

purple yarn and 

wooden stakes, are 

behind the gardens. There are also three white 

oak trees between the gatehouse and the gazebo 

pond. So when strolling the campus, know that 

you have a bit of history close by.  

by Jack Vargo 

Riderwood Grounds Supervisor 

 

 In May, our landscape partner, McFall & 

Berry, began a new program on the Riderwood 

campus. In keeping with the community’s efforts 

to promote sustainable practices and reduce our 

overall impact on the environment, McFall & Ber-

ry purposely released hundreds of praying mantis-

es and lady bugs into our landscapes.  

 These “little warriors” will allow the 

Grounds Department to use fewer insecticides as 

they help us control aphids, white flies, beetles, 

mosquitos, mites, and others.  

 One ladybug can eat as many as 50 aphids 

a day! Praying mantises target leaf-eating pests 

like beetles, but will also consume larger insects, 

such as grasshoppers, crickets, and cockroaches. 

McFall & Berry are committed to green and eco-

sensitive practices and have provided this unique 

service at no cost to Riderwood.  

 This means that we gain the benefit of 

these natural controls while reducing our overall 

operating expenses and simultaneously lessen our 

impact on the environment.  Carry on warriors! 

 

Upcoming opportunities for action:  

 National Trails Day – June 3 

 World Environment Day – June 5 

 World Oceans Day – June 8 

 Global Wind Day – June 15 

Sustainability Corner: 

Little “warriors” 

assist Riderwood 

Photo by Alan Hedin of the original Wye Oak tree in 1971 
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Have an idea for a program? 

RWTV always welcomes 

suggestions.  

Contact Avedis Aghguiguian 

at 301-572-8457 or 

aaghguiguian@erickson.com 

www.RiderwoodTV.com 
 

There you’ll find the latest news from 
the Riderwood Reporter, this week’s 
TV Guide, contact information for the 

TV studio staff, and much more! 

There, he was especially gratified to note the 

emphasis placed on human relations, as well as 

accounting and law. 

 Shortly after completing his studies, 

Edgar relocated to the Washington, D.C. area. For 

the next 35 years, he served as the General 

Manager at five different restaurants of 

progressively increasing quality, until recently 

contacted by a former colleague who is now a 

Riderwood employee.   

 After researching the company, Edgar was 

pleased with Riderwood’s values. “I was surprised 

to learn how talented and well-structured the 

company was,” he said. He was further impressed 

that his interviewer was so people-oriented.  

 At Riderwood, more than ever, Edgar says 

he is able to combine his passion for helping 

others with his expertise in business and restaurant 

management. 

(Continued from page 1) 

RAVAC oversees 

audio/visual upgrades 

to Riderwood campus 
by Gene Martin 

Co-Chair, Resident Audio Visual Advisory 

Council  

 
 Coordination between residents and 

staff is essential to keep the AV infrastructure 

(microphones, projectors, etc.) ready for use in 

our classrooms and larger venues, such as the 

Encore Theater and Chapel.  Audio-visual 

technology is changing rapidly, so RAVAC is 

charged with upgrading this equipment and 

preparing the operators to use it. 

 We hope that you are delighted with the 

changes that we’ve made and are enjoying our 

enhanced audio and video.  There are too many 

changes to list, but two main examples are the 

new level of sound reproduction and new 

projectors installations in every classroom. If 

you would like more details, please drop a note 

to Reggie Denis (General Services) or Gene 

Martin (KCT12) to arrange a tour of the Encore 

Theater control room and stage set-up. 

 Several issues still require further study: 

Chapel speaker placement, acoustics in Encore, 

remote microphone transmission, ways to link 

Encore with the TV studio, and eventually 

replacing outdated theater stage lighting. 

 The Training Committee, Helen Helm 

and Frank Altrichter, are training RAVAC 

members and should be able to offer training to 

resident volunteers and staff members who 

want to become AV Operators in Riderwood’s 

facilities.  In turn, these qualified operators will 

be available to help resident groups who need 

to use the AV equipment.   

 When the registry of trained operators 

is completed, only they will be allowed to use 

AV equipment. You are invited to comment on 

this policy change, addressing your written 

views to RAVAC, c/o the Executive Directors 

Office. 

 The 11 members of RAVAC were 

named and the group was chartered by 

Executive Director Gary Hibbs last year. If you 

are interested in working with the group now or 

in the future, please contact our current 

members: Frank Altrichter, Reggie Denis (Co-

Chair), Mike Frimpong, Alan Hedin, Helen 

Helm, Amy Holzer, Bert Kaplan, Gene Martin 

(Co Chair), David Nation, Hugh Palmer, and 

Christopher Taydus. 

by Tracy Fowlkes 

Fitness Coordinator 

 

 Please join us for a new fitness class, Car-

dio & Strength Circuit Training for Mind and 

Body, every Thursday in the LSC Wellness Studio 

at 2:00 p.m.   

 This class is great for all fitness and mo-

bility levels and offers body conditioning using 

cardio and resistance training to target  muscle 

endurance.   

 Residents can go at their own pace be-

tween stations of different exercises focusing on 

cardio, strengthening, balance and stretching.  

Summer is just around the corner so get in shape, 

lose weight, and feel great! 

 For more information, contact Tracy 

Fowlkes at Lakeside Fitness Center,  

301-628-3636. 

Lose weight 

and feel great! 

by Korey Knapper 

Site Coordinator, Information Technologies 

 

 Cybercriminals don't just send fraudulent 

email messages. They might call you on the 

telephone and claim to be from Microsoft or set 

up websites with persistent pop-ups displaying 

fake warning messages and a phone number to 

call and get the “issue” fixed. They might also 

offer to help solve your computer problems or 

sell you a software license. Once they have access 

to your computer, they can do the following:  

 Trick you into installing malicious software 

that could capture sensitive data, such as 

online banking user names and passwords. 

They might also then charge you to remove 

this software. 

 Convince you to visit legitimate websites to 

download software that will allow them to 

take control of your computer remotely and 

adjust settings to leave your computer 

vulnerable. 

 Request credit card information so they can 

bill you for phony services. 

 “Remember, Microsoft will never 

proactively reach out to you to provide 

unsolicited PC or technical support. Any 

communication we have with you must be 

initiated by you.” 

 Microsoft’s error and warning messages 

never include a phone number and we do not 

make unsolicited phone calls to help you fix your 

computer. Cybercriminals may call you and 

claiming to be from Microsoft Tech Support. 

Once the crooks have gained your trust, they 

attempt to steal from you and damage your 

computer with malicious software including 

viruses and spyware. 

 Although law enforcement can trace 

phone numbers, perpetrators often use pay 

phones, disposable cellular phones, or stolen 

cellular phone numbers. It's better to avoid being 

conned rather than try to repair the damage 

afterwards. 

 If you receive an unsolicited call from 

someone claiming to be from Microsoft Tech 

Support, hang up. We do not make these kinds of 

calls. 

Avoiding technical support scams 

Overlook welcomes new 

manager Edgar Jimenez 

by Mary Popkin 

Resident Writer 

 

 Have you ever met 

someone whose name helps 

to describe his or her work? 

You might do so if you live 

at Riderwood. Mark 

Holmes works to restore 

damaged wood accents, 

wall  treatments in 

hallways, and tables, 

cabinets, desks and, 

recently, a few pews in the 

Chapel. Riderwood is home 

to about 2400 people, many 

of whom have benefited 

from the clean-up skills of a man who removes 

untidy marks such as scratches, nicks, scrapes 

and splits and other plights that blemish this 

community’s public areas and appear on those 

furnishings.  

 After completing high school, Mark 

decided college was not his next step in life. 

Instead, he was hired by a Baltimore furniture 

store in 1983. There he cleaned, dusted , and 

polished furniture intended 

for sale. Based upon his 

obvious abilities, his 

employer aided him in 

learning and utilizing skills 

required to return furniture 

from its damaged state to 

“like new” status.  

 Mark’s skills 

allowed him to continue 

working at the store while 

also repairing furniture in 

customers’ homes.  That was 

how Mark was introduced  

to a top Riderwood 

employee. That encounter 

provided Mark the 

opportunity to begin sharing his skills one day a 

week at Riderwood in 2011. Management soon 

recognized the benefits of Mark’s work and 

shifted his schedule to full time based on need 

only one year later.  

 Residents, some of whom have 

experienced Mark’s furniture improvements on 

their own furniture likely agree that Holmes’ 

work certainly helps to improve their homes.  

Minor repairs; big difference  

Mark Holmes works to repair minor scratches 

to the wood trim in Lakeside Commons  

(Photo by Chris Taydus) 



June 2017   |     RiderwoodTV.com     |     Riderwood Reporter     | RiderwoodLife.org | Page 5              

Welcome New  

Residents 

The following new residents have moved to  

Riderwood between April 22 & May 22  

 

Marshall & Barbara Donley 

(CC) 

Columbia, MD 

Lois Lane (CL) Greenbelt, MD 

Cecilia Alava & Maria Poblet 

(FR) 

Silver Spring, MD 

Arthur Content (MS) Bethesda, MD 

Ellen Schou (HS) Washington, D.C. 

Stuart & Phyllis Bloom (KC) Cockeysville, MD 

Frank & Mary Poh (CC) Ellicott City, MD 

Harriest Mayberry (HS) Atlanta, GA 

Diana Glockner (HG) Laurel, MD 

Marina Spicer (BG) Springboro, OH 

William Shulden (CL) Bowie, MD 

Larry & Christina Colbert (MS) Chevy Chase, MD 

Steve & Judy Yau (PV) Silver Spring, MD 

William Hodos (FC) Chevy Chase, MD 

Ronald & Agnes Sutcliffe (FR) Adelphi, MD 

Iris Peabody (CT) Silver Spring, MD 

Jerome & Natalie Komisar (CT) Washington, D.C. 

by Estelle Belson 

Piano Club Concert Producer 

 

 Three young sisters, three talented 

pianists, all big winners. This is what the 

Piano Club is happy to bring to residents on 

Saturday, June 17, at 3:00 p.m. in the 

Riderwood Chapel.  

 The girls are not strangers to the 

community, as they are the granddaughters of 

Kathy, 

Lakeside’s 

popular hair 

stylist. 

Kayleigh, 14, 

and Raelyn 

Hoang, 12, 

along with their 

7-year-old little 

sister, 

Cameron, are 

remarkable 

pianists, having 

won countless 

competitions on 

both the national 

and international level.   

 Their list of achievements is amazing, 

climaxing with the two older girls' wins in the 

Concert Artists International Maestro 

Competition. Raelyn won the grand prize for 

earning the highest score of all participants  

 

and Kayleigh was the winner in the young 

composers category. 

 They will both perform their winning 

pieces at Carnegie Hall this month. They have 

both been invited to repeat their performances 

in Vienna this coming August where they will 

receive their diplomas and gold medals at 

Ehrbar Saal. This famous recital hall was built 

in 1876, and known to be the favorite venue 

of Johannes Brahms, Anton Bruckner, and 

Gustav Mahler.  

 The girls 

will be playing a 

variety of short 

pieces and will be 

joined by their 

friend, twelve year 

old Nicole 

Papenfuss, a 

winner in her own 

right. The program 

will include work 

by Chopin, Bach, 

Haydn, Mozart, 

Dvorak, 

Rachmaninoff and 

Tchaikovsky. 

 The Piano Club urges you to mark 

your calendars and plan to arrive early. 

Friends and family are also welcome. This is a 

free concert, but donations will be gratefully 

accepted at the door to offset expenses.                                                                

From Carnegie Hall to the Chapel 

Photo by Mr. Hoang of Raelyn (left), Kayleigh (top center), Nicole 

(right), and Cameron (bottom center) 

by Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

  

 After Lew and Judy Priven moved 

from Chevy Chase to Orchard Point three 

years ago, Lew discovered an opportunity to 

display, share, and sell his photographs to a 

larger audience. 

 Lew became interested in 

photography in the late 1970s after taking 

classes at Bard College. He later acquired a 

dark room in his Montgomery Village home 

to develop and print travel slides and family 

pictures. Lew, an electrical engineer and 

computer programmer at IBM, easily adapted 

to digital photography. As Judy and Lew 

traveled to far off places and briefly lived in 

Uganda, Lew’s interest in photography was 

further stimulated. His photos of Ugandan 

children were displayed in Town Center. 

 Lew considers his main interests in 

photography to be travel, birds, and 

reflections.  “Each picture has a story and 

seen together they create a larger sense of 

place,” he says. He loves the diversity of 

birds and the visual impact of reflections. 

 Lew is an active member of the RW 

Photography Club and credits the club with 

providing members an opportunity for 

training and learning from others’ work.  

 “The camera is not as important as 

how the photographer views and captures the 

object, scene, or action,” he added while 

pointing to a photograph of reflections taken 

in La Paz, Bolivia, which is currently on 

display in the Encore Theater lobby as part of 

the RW Arts Council show. 

 The next phase of the Arts Council of  

 

Riderwood is now underway with jurying 

scheduled for June 1. This will result in the 

selection of new art to be shown at Lakeside 

Commons for 3 months beginning June 9 

through early September. The current art 

work at Lakeside will be on exhibit in 

Montgomery Station for three months and 

then move to Village Square. 

 If you have questions or concerns 

about some aspect of upcoming exhibits or 

preparing your work for September or 

December jurying, please call Arts Council 

member Suzan Wynne at 240-560-7767. The 

council is working on a list of commercial 

frame resources and art supplies. 

Resident’s love of photography leads 

to artistic pursuits in retirement 

“La Paz Reflection” by Lew Priven 

A gesture knitted 

in kindness 
by Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 

Courtney Dickson, an Arbor Ridge social 

worker, approached the Riderwood Knitting Club 

concerning a very tattered, hand-knitted afghan 

that was treasured by one of her clients, Suzanne 

Truss.  

When it was displayed at a meeting, there 

was a consensus that the afghan could not be 

repaired. However, club member Zoe Spielman 

thought, “This is important to someone. I think 

that I can find a way.”  

Zoe 

took the afghan 

home, spread it 

out, and gave 

the challenging 

project some 

careful thought. 

“I came up with 

a plan,” she 

says. Zoe 

carefully 

laundered the 

afghan in a 

zipper pillow 

case and 

repaired the 

holes by 

crocheting loose threads. Two medallions were 

crocheted to cover each hole. These were hand 

sewn on both sides of the afghan creating a 

beautiful product that retained the spirit of the 

original. 

Suzanne moved to Riderwood 15 years 

ago. Her afghan received “hard use” in the two 

years that she has lived in Oak Grove. “I knitted 

this afghan more than 10 years ago and I was sad 

as I watched it come apart. Now I can continue to 

use it as a bed spread,” she said appreciatively.  

Zoe was inspired by her mother, who was 

a knitter and taught her the craft as a child. This 

continues to be her hobby along with reading and 

needlepoint. She was an early childhood teacher in 

Brooklyn, NY, and after retirement, moved with 

her husband and mother to Laurel, MD. She and 

her sister, Elizabeth, moved from Glenwood to 

Hampton Square a year ago. Zoe tackled this 

project with perseverance and determination as she 

has with all life challenges. 

Zoe Spielman (left) and Suzanne 

Truss display the repaired afghan 

(photo by Courtney Dickson) 



Page 6  |     RiderwoodTV.com     |     Riderwood Reporter     | RiderwoodLife.org | June 2017 

Conversation with Administration 
by Wendy Ferris, Associate Executive Director 

 

Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at 

2:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 15 

in the Lakeside Commons Encore Theater  
 

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration  

understand what we can do to improve customer service. Questions and answers may be altered for this column without changing the 

accuracy of the information presented.   
  

The following reflects the highlights of the meeting conducted in April:  Wendy Ferris 

through  windows in the wall. During this time, 

you will also see your favorite Pub staff serving at 

the Overlook lunch, as they will expect to be a bit 

busier. 

 During Phase Two, we will be using the 

refurbished Celebrations room to serve a special 

themed buffet nightly. Table service will be 

available in the newly renovated Bistro. Dining 

details are still being worked out, but rest assured 

no Town Center residents will go hungry. 

 Residents have already received an 

information sheet about the Town Center 

renovation in your cubby.  During Phase One, 

weekly updates will be available in pockets 

posted on the construction wall.   

 Other information, along with large 

posters with the new floor plan, as well as 

renderings of suggested interior designs will be in 

the coffee/game area to the right of the front 

entrance of Town Center. Additional information 

will be posted on MYERICKSON.   

 Meetings for Town Center residents are 

scheduled in the Celebrations room on 

Wednesday, June 7 at 2:00 PM and Thursday, 

June 8 at 11:00 AM. A meeting for the entire 

community, describing the project and  fielding 

resident questions and concerns is scheduled for  

Friday, June 9 at 1:00 p.m. in Maryland Hall. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Announcements:  

 

 • In updates with our Dining Services 

department, we have rolled out the new Signature 

Dining menus with many updates and changes 

that reflect the great feedback we’ve received 

from the Voice of the Customer process. New 

items are indicated with an asterisk. We will now 

be accepting reservations for the private dining 

rooms. We are also in the process of finalizing 

our improved take-out service.  

 • In updates to our Security team, we will 

be discontinuing our ambulance service and will 

rely on our county ambulance services. This will 

be much more cost effective with no reduction in 

the quality of ambulance service available to our 

residents.  

 • In updates with our General Services 

department we are glad to announce that the cable 

conversion to High Definition (HD) TV is 

complete campus wide. We are getting good 

feedback that the service has been a good upgrade 

from the old standard programing. The car wash 

station is now open and fully stocked. The garden 

plots have been tilled and are ready for planting. 

Mulching throughout the campus is almost 

complete. We have also completed weed control 

and fertilizing. In maintenance and engineering, 

the hallway make-up units are undergoing 

scheduled maintenance.   

 • The plans for the Town Center 

renovations are on schedule. We are awaiting 

some final approvals with permits and once we 

have them, construction will begin. The Sales 

office and the Human Resources office will be 

moved to temporary mobile offices (TMO) which 

will be located near the tennis courts. We will 

update you as more information becomes 

available. 

 • In our Sales updates we had a very 

successful expo. We had 165 prospective 

residents come to the event. 80 were already on 

the Priority List and we had ten additional people 

sign up on the list. One person reserved an 

apartment. We had 21 cards filled out for home 

visits. Our occupancy is at 96% as of the end of 

March. We are 12 settlements above the quarterly 

plan for the year. We have 67 available 

apartments; eight of them are being held for 

prospective residents. We are looking forward to 

a great Spring.  

Questions and comments by residents:  

 

1. Do you have an update on the sound service 

in the Chapel and the Encore Theater? 

We have worked on upgrading our sound 

infrastructure including the T-coil, and the sound 

mixer boards and speakers. We are also in the 

process of training users of the equipment. We 

are hoping that we will be able to make the 

equipment more user friendly for residents. 

 

2. For the new carry-out service, will there be 

information on how the service works?  

Yes. We will have flyers available at each of the 

carry out stations on the new procedure.  

 

3. If I already have HD service for my TV will 

I still need Comcast to come to my apartment?  

No. You will keep your current box. Comcast 

only needs to come to your apartment if you 

currently have a standard box. In that case, they 

will switch out your box for an HD box.    

 

4. Will we be able to have a permanent 

basketball hoop installed on campus?         

Due to the upcoming construction of Town 

Center and the placement of the temporary 

Mobile offices (TMOs), we will postpone 

permanently placing the basketball hoop. Once 

the construction is completed we will 

permanently place the hoop. 

 

5. Is there some way to show Riderwood on my 

GPS system?      

Unfortunately, many GPS databases do not 

accurately locate Riderwood. We will look into 

an address that can be inputted into a GPS to give 

an approximation of our location.  

 

6. Can you please remind residents to put only 

clean recyclables in the community recycling 

rooms?  

Yes. Please dispose of recyclables appropriately.  

 

7. When will the irrigation lines be turned on 

around campus?  

The irrigation system will be turned on this week. 

Paying it forward to 

our student scholars 
by Nancy Blount 

Philanthropy Coordinator 

 
“Sometimes you can’t pay it back, so you just 

have to pay it forward.”        -Randy Pausch 

 

 On behalf of the Scholarship 

Committee, I would like to thank all the 

residents for participating in the Scholarship 

Fund Campaign and giving so generously to 

help students who are working hard to 
achieve their dreams.  

 Riderwood residents raised close to 

$202,000 during the campaign. Over 1,035 

households participated this year which is 

57% of our households. We hope to continue 

receiving donations throughout the year. 

 Riderwood is able to help 16 high 
school seniors by awarding four-year 

scholarships worth $8,000. In addition, 51 

student employees who are already in pursuit 

of their goals of higher education are now 

receiving one-year scholarships worth 

$2,000.  

 Our residents have been very 
successful in life often due to their education. 

It is so wonderful that our donors are willing 

to pay the gift of education forward to the 

next generation. 

Town Center renovations expected 

to begin this month (continued) 



June 2017   |     RiderwoodTV.com     |     Riderwood Reporter     | RiderwoodLife.org | Page 7              

Staff dress up as their favorite Hollywood stars and mingle with residents for  

the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on April 28, 2017 (Photo by Avedis Aghguiguian) 

Around the Campus: Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 

by Alan Hedin  

Group member, Table Tennis Club 

 

 When it’s too hot to exercise outdoors, 

you can keep in shape and have fun playing 

table tennis in the Lakeside Wellness Studio. 

Regardless of whether you’re new to the game 

or haven’t played in years, the most important 

trait you need is a willingness to try and laugh 

with others.  

 Since games are only played for fun, 

scores are not recorded and there are no 

competitive ladders. Residents occasionally 

play staff members and outside groups. All 

necessary equipment is provided—tables, balls, 

and paddles.  Players meet each Monday from 

2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., and Wednesdays and 

Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  

 All are welcome to come any time we 

are playing. Newcomers are especially 

encouraged to come during the week of June 5 

to try out the practice tables, experience the 

fun, and learn from our members who span a 

wide range in experience and age. 

Table tennis open house 

Riderwood resident 

authors featured in 

libraries 
by Robert J. Merikangas  

Resident Writer 

             

How do you learn about books written 

by your fellow residents? Surely you hear 

about them in conversations, but there are other 

ways that they can be discovered. 

Some are shelved separately in the 

campus libraries. The main Riderwood library 

is located in Village Square and auxiliary 

libraries can be found in Montgomery Station, 

Town Center, and Lakeside Commons. 

Some books by residents are on shelves 

with the label “Resident Authors.” Also, now 

that the books in the Village Square library are 

being put on the online catalog, you can search 

by the name of the author. This option is 

available under the Clubs and Organizations 

section on Riderwoodlife.org. 

Some of the books are by authors still 

living here, such as Walter Rybeck. Many are 

by former residents who have passed, such as 

Dorothy Sucher, Les Whitten, Harry Kiely, and 

William May.  

It is common for residents to use self-

publishing services, such as blurb or the local 

Summit Crossroads Press. One example is Tom 

Carcaterra’s recent book, Who Am I? A Solitary 

Search for Truth, published by Lulu Publishing 

Services, called “independent publishing for 

independent authors and creators.” Some of the 

resident books are for sale on Amazon, and 

some are in local libraries, and can be found by 

searching the web or library catalogs. 

Many of the books are about their lives 

and memories, such as the recent one by Pam 

Silverwood featured in the April Reporter. 

Some are edited collections, and some are 

about specific topics, such as the history of 

science by Steve Brush and Christian ethics by 

Phil Wogaman. Books that are quite valued for 

sharing here are books of poetry, often shared 

in the Poetry Sharing Group meetings.  

Thinking of putting out a book 

yourself? See one of the resident authors for 

suggestions and advice! And thank them for 

their contributions to the world of books! Here 

is short list, for those who do not yet know of 

them: 

 

 Poetry and Prose, by Robert Cohen (2014). 

 What Makes a Rose a Poem?, by Catherine 

Druitt (2016). 

 Poetry Treasures, by Icie Anderson 

Jackson and her daughter Sandy Anderson 

(2013). 

 Love and Memories: The Poetry of Isadore 

Seeman, by Sam Seeman (2016). 

by Judy Brown 

Resident writer 

 

 It is common to see wheelchairs of 

different sizes, colors, and styles around 

Riderwood. Some are being pushed by caregivers, 

but most are independently driven power 

wheelchairs. They offer extraordinary freedom 

and allow the owners to get around quite freely.  

But what would it be like for those who can’t 

walk independently and don’t have access to 

wheelchairs?   

 According to the World Health 

Organization, 70 + million people worldwide are 

leg disabled due to birth defects, disease and 

landmines.  Without the help of a wheelchair, 

they suffer greatly. Thankfully, there is a device 

called PET, which is a rugged, three wheeled, 

hand powered cart that is given free of charge to 

people in developing countries. 

 PET stands for Personal Energy 

Transportation and it was first developed in the 

late 1990s in response to a need identified by 

Methodist missionaries in Africa. The carts are 

built in 23 production sites in the United States 

and are distributed overseas.  

 To date, 30,000 PETs have been built and 

distributed.  The design of a PET is practical and 

uses bicycle parts commonly available in third 

world countries and a sturdy solid rubber tire.  

The devices are hand-cranked and are made in 

child and adult sizes.  PETs move someone about 

the speed of a fast walk. 

 Members of the Riderwood Circle 

Fellowship recently drove a PET around the 

Maryland Room at Montgomery Station and 

marveled at the cleverness and  practicality of the 

design. It provided a first-hand experience of a 

project that they have supported for five years.  

Wheeling around with a PET 

Arlene Kiely was amazed by the ease of driving a PET in 

the Maryland Room  

by Laura McCormick 

Practice Manager, Riderwood Medical Center 

 

 Riderwood is pleased to offer the 

services provided by OnSite Dermatology, the 

leading national provider of mobile 

dermatology care to senior communities across 

the country.  

 OnSite Dermatology specializes in the 

prevention, detection and treatment of pre-

cancerous and cancerous growths of the skin as 

well as other dermatological conditions.  

 Do you suffer from: Rashes, Eczema, 

Itchy/Irritated Skin, Dry Skin, Growths, 

Psoriasis, Dermatitis, Sun Damage, Cysts, or 

Skin Cancer 

 Please join us on Tuesday, June 13, at 

10:00 a.m. in the Encore Theater  to hear a 

presentation entitled, “Spotlight on Skin 

Cancer.” Learn about this important subject and 

the services offered by OnSite Dermatology. 

Free gifts will be provided at the presentation.  

Dermatology services 

now available! 
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In Memoriam 

The following residents passed away  

between April 25 and May 22  

Ronald Walker MS 4/25 

Julia C. Benefield  MG 5/1 

Albert Haslam PV 5/1 

Melinda Beard  PV 5/3 

Berta Barber OG 5/6 

Richard M. Skinner  GV 5/6 

Margaret Casary OG 5/6 

Audrey Owens OG 5/7 

Julia Merrill OG 5/9 

Robert O’Steen  FC 5/10 

Mary Kwiatkowski  FC 5/10 

Emmett Campbell  CT  5/11 

Eleanor Golden  HG 5/14 

Julian Cook  HS 5/16 

Ethel Black HS 5/19 

Elaine Weiner  OP 5/19 

Jean Sammet  KC 5/20 

Alice Lewis RC 5/21 

Jean E. Lindvall  OP 5/22 

Catherine Bullen  GV 5/22 

Correction: In the May 2017 issue 

of the Riderwood Reporter, 

resident Mona Rowland’s name 

was misspelled under the new 

resident listing.  

We apologize for this error. 

by Teddi Kaplan 

Performing Arts Chair 

  

 On June 16 at 7:30 p.m., residents will 

be treated to a lively evening of old and new 

favorites that will keep your feet tapping and 

hands clapping in the Encore Theater.  

 Patsy’s Honky Tonk Torch & Twang 

is well-known in the Baltimore/Washington  

area music scene, offering a unique 

combination of country music, jazz standards, 

western swing, some rockabilly, and lots of 

Patsy Cline. Hence the group name. 

 Patsy Stevens and the members of her 

group, Chris and Chick Hall, Jr. (aka the Hall 

Brothers), were nominated for a Wammie for 

Best Country Band in 2014. Their awards for 

Best Country Band, Best Country Vocalist, 

and Best Country Instrumentalist speak to 

their unusual “fetching” presentation and 

considerable talent.  

 Rounding out the three principals are 

Tommy Auldridge on pedal steel and Mike 

Toole on drums.  Tickets will be sold in all 

dining room lobbies on June 12 and 13 from 

4:30-6:00 p.m.   

Patsy’s coming 

to Riderwood 

by Rev. Dr. James T. Bell 

Associate Director of Pastoral Services 

 

 You are invited to an interfaith Service of 

Remembrance on June 30 at 7:30 p.m.  

 Pastoral Ministries, Riderwood residents, 

family, and friends will meet in the Riderwood 

Chapel to grieve the physical death of those we 

love and to celebrate their lives.  

 We have 130 residents who have passed 

from this life between October 2, 2016 and March 

31, 2017. We have selected music and readings 

that we hope will be of comfort to you.   

 A candle will be lit in their honor and we 

have a symbolic gift of remembrance for family 

members. Let us be in the moment together to 

share the beauty that their lives represented and to 

remember their spirit. Let us also rejoice that they 

have completed their journey. 

If you’d like to include an article in the June 2017 

edition of the Riderwood Reporter, please submit 

it to rhutson@erickson.com by Friday, June 16. 

Riderwood service 

of remembrance 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game! 
by Tracy L. Fowlkes 

Fitness Coordinator 

 

 The Riderwood Resident Softball 

Team led by Coach Charley Hudson is gearing 

up for its 13th Annual Softball Tournament to 

be held at Charlestown Retirement Community 

on Wednesday, June 7.  Game time will begin 

at 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. for a fun and 

competitive day between neighboring 

communities of Charlestown, Riderwood,  

Oak Crest, and Greenspring. 

 Come out and show your support for 

our team and cheer them on to victory!  All are 

welcome to attend. Bus transportation is 

provided but seating is limited.  Please contact 

Tracy Fowlkes in the Lakeside Fitness Center 

at 301-628-3636 to register.   

 The game’s rain date will be 

Wednesday, June 21 at the same time and 

place. Let’s help Riderwood bring home the 

trophy this year! 

by Margaret Hays 

Resident Writer 

 

 On Sunday, June 11, chamber musicians 

from the National Orchestral Institute at the 

University of Maryland will present a concert of 

diverse selections of classical music in the 

Chapel at Riderwood.  The previous three 

presentations of these young musicians have 

provided a delightful hour of music for our 

residents. 

 This month-long program at the 

University includes three concerts conducted by 

prominent artists.  The young participants are 

selected through national auditions.  Now 

celebrating its 30th season, the Institute has 

helped nurture an entire generation of American 

orchestral musicians.  Our chamber music 

presentation is part of the Institute’s outreach 

program.  For a convenient way to hear an 

orchestral performance of the National Orchestral 

Institute watch for the Riderwood Special Trips 

Programs for June. 

 Last year’s program was a delight.  Join 

us on Sunday, June11, at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel 

for a musical evening.  This is a free concert, 

sponsored by the Performing Arts Council, no 

tickets required. 

PAC presents Chamber 

Groups from the National 

Orchestral Institute  

The Riderwood Rockets softball team poses for a team picture (Photo courtesy of Tracy Fowlkes) 


