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The annual Staff Appreciation Fund 

makes a real difference for hourly staff  
By Martha Robinson  

Resident Writer 

 

 There’s still time—until November 

11—to contribute to the Staff Appreciation 

Fund.  

 “This annual campaign is sponsored 

by the Resident Advisory Council (RAC),” 

says Bob Boger, chair of the RAC committee 

conducting the 2016 campaign. “It’s for  

residents to show special 

appreciation for the 

many every day services 

by the nearly 1,320 

hourly staff members 

who keep Riderwood 

running. It’s a way for 

each of us to make a 

meaningful difference in 

the lives of the  

people who make our 

lives easier.”   

 “Most of us 

thank staff members 

every day,” Bob says, 

“for escorting us safely 

on and off buses, picking 

up our trash, keeping our 

lobbies and hallways comfortable and clean 

for us, and ready for visitors, managing an  

avalanche of deliveries, and sometimes the 

heavy lifting needed to be sure our meetings 

and activities are accommodated. They wait 

tables and perform other dining services. 

Many more work behind the scenes.  

Supporting the Staff Appreciation Fund is a 

way we residents can underscore our thanks.” 

Funds will be presented to staff on  

December 6. Past recipients, many of whom 

only work two to three days a week and  

therefore have relatively small paychecks. 

Having said that these funds help meet real 

needs and purposes. For some, the extra  

money has made a big difference for  

themselves and their families, coming in  

December in time for the holidays. Others 

have used the funds to pay for next semester’s 

books, needed car repairs, and bills. All  

express how grateful they are for this gift. 

Donations to the fund are distributed 

to all hourly employees based on the hours 

worked within the year. Recipients do not  

include: salaried employees including  

managers, directors, 

medical doctors,  

rehabilitation therapists, 

coordinators, nursing 

staff, contracted  

landscapers, beauty salon 

staff (where tipping is 

appropriate), pharmacy 

and bank employees.  

Wondering how much to 

contribute? Over the 

years, residents have 

considered a donation 

based on $1.00 a day. 

This year’s goal is 

$375,000. With more 

than 2,100 independent  

living residents, that would seem to be  

possible.  

Please give an amount that is  

comfortable for you. By November 11, make 

checks payable to Staff Appreciation Fund 

and place in the Philanthropy slot at any Front 

Desk.  

The RAC and the Staff Appreciation 

Fund Committee thank you for your  

consideration. Besides Bob Boger, other 

members of the committee are: Carolyn 

Compton, Phyllis Holt, George Hunter,  

Martha Robinson, and Ed Wachtman.  

Riderwood Ripples-The 

Kyles’ Journey Home 
By Eileen and Bill Kyle 

Residents  

 
 Like a pebble that gets thrown into  a lake, 

volunteers’ gifts of time and caring generated   

immeasurable ripples on our journey to Riderwood 

from our home about five miles away. Our lives were 

enhanced indeed by Riderwood “ripples.”  

            The day after  the Blizzard of January 25, 2011, 

our home was engulfed in flames caused by an  

electrical malfunction. Bill and I were safely rescued, 

but the house was significantly damaged. What were 

we going to do? Rebuild? Sell? Raze? At our age none 

of these options seemed viable. One of our sons who 

had volunteered  with Habitat for Humanity suggested 

that we to donate  the house to Habitat for Humanity 

Montgomery County (HHMC) for restoration and  

ultimately to make the house available to a deserving 

family. Habitat accepted our home and we then had to  

decide where we were to go next.  

           During these three months of decisions we had 

been living at The Marriott Residence Inn just across 

the street from Riderwood. When we began searching  

for a new “home” our daughter  suggested we visit “that 

place across the street.” What place we thought?  

Curiously, we did not even realize that a place called 

Riderwood was so near as it is well  hidden from  

Cherry Hill Road by the abundant trees. The next  

morning we walked over to Riderwood not knowing 

what to expect. Bill had already been diagnosed with 

mid stage Alzheimer’s so we needed to find a home that 

would accommodate what were to be his future needs. 

By the end of the day,  after meeting staff,  residents,  

and with the grace of Providence, we signed the  

documents for an apartment that was immediately 

available. We moved in at the end of April, 2011.  

By August we were settled in and decided to 

visit the Opportunities Fair. While visiting the displays 

we came upon the Friends of Habitat for Humanity at 

Riderwood exhibit. Grateful to Habitat and eager to 

“pay back” ,we signed up to volunteer for  a project that 

needed help the next Saturday. A few days later Elaine 

Wunderlich, one of the founders of the Riderwood  

Habitat volunteer group, called to sensitively tell us  

that the project we had volunteered  for was  a cleanup 

crew which  would spend the day clearing out our 

house. Our emotions were still raw, so we did not go. 

The Riderwood volunteers, however, did spend that 

whole day sweeping out debris and  removing  

salvageable materials like countertops and appliances.  

Tune in next month to read more about the 

Kyle’s journey home! 

Congratulations to Michelle Glodeck, Riderwood’s new Resident Life Director!   
By Mickey Thaxton 

Associate Executive Director 

 

Michelle joined Erickson in 1994 at  

Erickson’s sister community Charlestown as a 

social worker in the Care Center, now known as 

the Continuing Care health services  

neighborhood. Her 

success at 

Charlestown 

stemmed from – in 

part – her ability to 

be present and  

listen, whether with 

a single  resident or 

with a group. 

Michelle’s  

commitment to  

residents was  

recognized by  

Erickson’s  

corporate offices in 

2006 when she was asked to take on a  

leadership role overseeing the social work  

program for the then 13 communities that made 

up the Erickson enterprise. One of Michelle’s 

greatest accomplishments during her tenure as 

lead social worker was the development and  

implementation of the Intermissions and 

memory support programs. In 2014, she  

requested to return to a community position “to 

be able to impact the lives of residents through 

direct practice.” As the resident life manager at 

Riderwood she has brought energy and  

enthusiasm to every aspect of her work and was 

promoted to director at the beginning of  

October. 

The Director of Resident Life oversees 

a wide variety of departments:  

Communications, Wellness, Pastoral Ministries, 

Intermissions, Social Workers, Home Support, 

Home Health, and Philanthropy, among others. 

Despite the demands that such a large  

department presents, Michelle’s background in 

social work, program development, and  

management makes her uniquely qualified to 

lead the nearly 60 full-time staff members that 

make up Resident Life – and she’s looking  

forward to the challenge. 

Admittedly, Michelle has spent the  

majority of her career focused on residents and 

their well-being, and is now expanding her 

scope to encompass staff support as well. As 

director she hopes to bring more integration to 

the ten departments that comprise Resident 

Life: “My hope is to better enable staff to work 

together, to blur boundaries in order to improve 

resident support.” Not only does she believe 

that closer integration will improve the resident 

experience, it will also benefit  staff, “making 

them more versatile and preparing them for  

future leadership challenges.” 

When she’s not tending to her many 

duties at Riderwood, Michelle enjoys spending 

time on the beach and deep sea fishing with her 

husband Chris. 

 Congratulations, Michelle! 
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From the RAC 
 

For the past two years, I have been the RAC Liaison to Riderwood’s Resident 

Life Department. It has been a very rewarding experience, working with Bo Lundh, 

assisting in many of the activities of the department, and seeing how all the pieces fit 

together. Michelle Glodeck has been promoted to take Bo’s position as Director of 

Resident Life. Under Michelle’s leadership, I am very confident the department will 

continue to operate as before - however without a Swedish accent. 

Some of the services provided by Resident Life include: 

Home Health and Home Support - provide medical and 

apartment aides to residents; Social Work - provide  

assistance to residents experiencing a wide range of issues; 

Media - provide Riderwood TV programs and The  

Riderwood Reporter newspaper; Philanthropy - develop 

strategies for the Benevolent Care Fund and Scholarship Fund 

drives, and assist in the Staff Appreciation Fund drive;  

Community Resources  -  provide assistance to the over 200 

resident clubs and activities;  Volunteerism -  provide  

assistance to all the Riderwood volunteers, both within and 

outside of Riderwood; Pastoral Ministries - coordinates  

activities of the various Riderwood Faith Communities;  

Continuing Education - coordinates the classes provided by Prince Georges  

Community College SAGE program; Intermissions - provide a day time social  

program for Riderwood residents; Fitness Centers: - provide physical exercise  

services at four fitness centers in the community; oversee Vendor Contracts for  

audiologist services, PS Salons, PNC Bank, and NeighborCare/CVS pharmacy. 

These are major projects being worked on to upgrade and improve some of 

the services provided by the department: New Resident Orientation - improve and 

coordinate the briefings, documents and introductions for new Riderwood residents 

(corporate wide project); Memory Support - expand the programs for residents  

experiencing memory issues (corporate wide project); MyErickson - participate in the 

testing and the roll-out of a computer application that brings together many pieces of 

information for display on residents’ computers and tablets (corporate wide project); 

Living in CommUNITY - program to emphasize community spirit and encourage 

behaviors that promote community etiquette; Special Needs - encourage projects that 

improve Riderwood’s facilities for residents with special needs. 

Since this is the second year of my term on the RAC, a new Liaison will be 

appointed next February. I encourage residents to consider running for a position on 

the RAC. All liaisons are rewarding positions that offer an opportunity to gain 

knowledge about the operation of Riderwood, to give back to the community, and to 

contribute to making this the best CCRC in which to live and to work. 

 

 —— Jim Torri, Liaison to Resident Life  

Greetings from Administration 
  

 Cicero is credited with saying, “Gratitude is not only the  

greatest of virtues, but the parent of all the others.” I like that, especially in the 

month that we set aside a day to give thanks for our incredible abundance.      

Samuel Adams, the father of the American Revolution, said the  

following which was adopted by the first 13 states as the first Thanksgiving 

proclamation in 1777: “It is therefore recommended…to set apart Thursday the 

eighteenth day of December next, for solemn  

thanksgiving and praise, that with one heart and one 

voice the good people may express the grateful  

feeling of their hearts and consecrate themselves to 

the service of their divine benefactor.”     

 I must say that one of the things that I am 

most recently thankful for is that the campaigning for 

the election is finally over! Although we may find the 

process distasteful and very disheartening at times, we 

should stop and think about what the alternatives 

might be. So many countries around the globe do not 

share in this wonderful freedom and process. Can you 

imagine living in a country where there is only one candidate? And, any voice 

of opposition could cost you your life?? It is all too common in the world. 

Yes, it is true…our country isn’t perfect, and neither is our leadership. 

But, we generally have the ability to vote and say what we think without  

fearing for our lives (although there have been dark times in our country’s  

history where this right has been obscured for some). In light of the lack of  

freedom in many places around the globe, the verbal conflict that we have  

endured leading up to this election can, I think, be put in some perspective to 

make us thankful. As Americans, there is certainly one thing we can agree on 

and be thankful for, and that is our freedom.        

On a community note here locally, I’m very thankful for, and really  

inspired by, the many enriching things going on at Riderwood. We have  

active residents and staff working together on many initiatives that make us a 

richer community. The new Sustainability Committee, noted here in this 

month’s Reporter article by George Hunter, is just one. I wish I could name 

them all.  

Have a wonderful November and a Happy Thanksgiving!       

   

   — Gary Hibbs, Executive Director 
 

TV Ads offer lots of free 

advice that can be  

expensive to follow 
 

 Want to learn how to solve all your  

problems? Look no further than your television 

set. TV ads cover just about everything. 

 If you would like to shave off 20 years, 

there are lots of lotions for that--with money back 

guarantees in case you aren’t satisfied with the 

results. 

 Worried about your income? Plenty of 

advisors are available to show you how to  

increase it by clever manipulation of your  

current income at very low cost. 

 There’s an outfit that will sell you a car 

even if you have bad credit or no credit. Do they 

ask to see your driver’s license before you drive it 

away? I don’t know. 

 Speaking of cars, one insurance company 

points out that if you total your new car other  

companies will only pay two thirds of its original 

value. “What are you supposed to do, drive two 

thirds of a car?” the announcer asks. The company 

has a policy that pays 100 percent. Probably  

charges an expensive premium for that. How often 

does that happen? 

 Then there is a company that sells  

policies covering home 

appliances--stuff not  

covered by a home 

owners policy--which a 

sweet young woman 

explains just covers such things as a “zombie  

apocalypse.” I love that one. Here at Riderwood, 

we don’t have to worry about a “zombie  

apocalypse.”  

 Some of my favorite commercials  

concern prescription drugs. You can’t buy them 

over the counter, of course. You have to consult 

your doctor. There is a little problem with most of 

them. They might kill you or cause serious  

damage. That disclaimer generally is recited  

sotto voce. 

 One of my favorites featured a famous 

golf pro and three pals (who use a certain  

medicine) playing golf. The commercial didn’t say 

it would improve your game. The pro passed away 

recently so it now is off the air. 

 I recently asked my doctor whether any 

Riderwood residents ever ask for TV advertised 

drugs. He said it hardly ever happens. In any case, 

our doctors keep up with developments and know 

what is available and safe. The TV ads, he said, do 

not influence them or any other physicians. They 

are just promotional statements.  

 So there you have it. Free, but not  

necessarily good, advice is there for your  

consideration. 

Observer   
     By Jim Feldman 

Observer says: When you’re older 

every new acquaintance reminds you of 

someone else.  

Send brief anecdotes to jimfeldman25@gmail.com 

or put a note in my cubby,  VP 118, Village Square. 

Riderwood Reporter 

Published Monthly by the Residents and Staff of  

Riderwood Village 

 

The Reporter aims to appeal to our diverse  

population. Our priority is to inform residents about 

Community news. Articles are accepted and edited at 

the discretion of the Publisher, Editor, and Editorial 

Board. 

RIDERWOOD MEDIA EDITORIAL BOARD 

      Shirley Dearfield  Mark Mills 

      Jack Wachtman  Kierra Patterson 

      Levern Allen                             Bo Lundh 

      Lew Rhodes                  Wendy Ferris  

RAC Information Office: Bob Boger           

           

   The Editorial Board establishes policies and  

procedures to effectively serve the community,  

publish The Reporter, and show programming on 

RWTV.   

 

Publisher                             Gary Hibbs  

Associate Publisher     Wendy Ferris 

Chief Editor           Kierra Patterson  

Editor                                      Avedis Aghguiguian 

Editor                           Mark Mills 

Proof Editor                       Elizabeth White                 

Calendar Editor             Dennis Johnson  

Resident Writers  Mitzi Clark                                          

                                            Jim Feldman 

    Almeda Girod 

    Corrinne Lennox 

            Steve Mayer 

            Bob Merikangas 

            Mary Popkin 

    Martha Robinson 

          

If you would like to submit an article or have any 

questions about The Reporter please contact Chief 

Editor, Kierra Patterson, at 301-572-8399 ext:  

606-2077 or email Kierra.Patterson@erickson.com 

CAMPUS CAPERS BY 
R. WOOD 

 

A good wife always  

forgives her husband 

when she's wrong.  
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From the Resident 

Director’s desk 
By Pat Davis  

Resident Board of Directors Member  

 

 As Resident Director I meet with Gary 

Hibbs, Riderwood’s Executive Director, twice a 

month. I always like to begin our meeting by  

sharing an experience I observed in which a 

staff member showed a special sensitivity or 

kindness to a resident. Seldom am I unable to 

come up with an example - and occasionally it 

works the other way. 

 But whether 

the “above and  

beyond” action was 

initiated by a resident 

or an employee my 

heart is warmed by  

another reminder that  

Riderwood is indeed a 

community in which 

we all care about one 

another. 

      Each autumn  

residents are given our one annual opportunity 

to express our tangible gratitude to employees 

through a contribution to the Staff Appreciation 

Fund. Hopefully all of us say “thank you” many 

times each day to the staff we encounter, but 

what about the person who keeps our appliances 

and vehicles running, or who washes dishes, or 

makes sure that residents of Arbor Ridge have 

clean linens and clothing, or who flips up our 

door latches at night? They deserve our thanks 

as well. 

     Every resident still has time to make a gift  

expressing his or her appreciation to all of our 

hourly staff. I hope you will give generously, 

but the amount is less important than having full  

resident participation because we all benefit 

many times each day from the services of our 

competent and committed employees. Please do 

your part in letting them know how grateful we 

are through your contribution to the Staff  

Appreciation Fund. 

Facilities Coordinator Dianne Shipler transitions from 

staff member to new Riderwood resident 
By Bob Merikangas 

Resident Writer 

 

 On September 30, residents attended a  

farewell gathering in Lakeside Commons for  

Facilities Coordinator Dianne Shipler. She had 

been working at Riderwood for almost 13 

years, some of those years as Facilities  

Coordinator in Village Square and  

Montgomery Station, then Montgomery  

Station and Town Center, then in Lakeside 

Commons when it opened. She realized that for 

residents she was the face of General Services 

in the neighborhood. Now that residents were 

ready to tell her that they were very sorry to 

see her go, they were surprised and pleased to 

learn that she was retiring and moving in to 

live at Riderwood. Now she has moved from 

being a staff member to being a resident living 

in Madison Green. It is not the first time a staff 

member has moved into Riderwood, but it is 

certainly rare. Instead of saying they were  

sorry to see her go, the residents were happy to 

welcome her to the Village. The new Facilities 

Coordinator for Lakeside Commons is Chelisse 

Dunn, who was previously a coordinator at  

Arbor Ridge. 

Dianne had been living quite a few 

years in a townhouse nearby, in the Snowden 

Mill area. As many residents know, a frequent 

problem moving to Riderwood is selling one’s 

house, which often is not quick and easy. For 

Dianne, it was prompt and not difficult. In her 

transition she has changed from a name tag 

The National Museum of African American  

History and Culture: One Family’s Experience 
By Andrea Nicholls 

D&I Committee Chair 

 
On February 25, 2016, the Riderwood  

Diversity and Inclusion Committee and the  

African American History Club sponsored a  

program featuring Dr. Jacquelyn Days Serwer, 

Chief Curator of the National Museum of  

African American History and Culture. At the end 

of her talk, many questions from a large,  

diverse audience of Riderwood residents  

indicated how excited they were for the new  

museum to open.   

They got their wish. On September 24th 

2016, President Barack Obama officially opened 

the National Museum of African American  

History and Culture on the National Mall in  

Washington, DC. It is the 19th member of the 

Smithsonian Institution 

family of museums and  

research centers. The new 

museum was preceded by 

many others established in 

local communities across 

the country. In 1967, the 

Smithsonian established 

the Anacostia Community 

Museum in the southeast 

Anacostia neighborhood 

to provide outreach to the 

local African American 

community. The Smithsonian American Art  

Museum and the National Portrait Gallery  

collected and exhibited works by African  

American artists from at least the 1960s. When 

Warren Robbins, a former Foreign Service  

Officer, founded the National Museum of  

African Art in 1964 (then called the Museum of 

African Art), his collected works by African 

American artists were exhibited alongside  

African art works. Later, the African American 

works were transferred to other Smithsonian  

museums, including SAAM. However, the new 

museum pulls the many threads of the African 

American story together for all to enjoy, 

With a steady track record for  

honoring African American art and culture, our 

family felt that my Uncle Vern’s own  

memorabilia and story from World War II would 

make a fine addition to the collections at the new 

museum. Lieutenant Vernon O. Nicolls served 

with the U.S. Army’s 758th Tank Battalion in  

Italy. An African American unit, they were  

nicknamed the “Tuskers” and their motto was 

“We Pierce.” The unit’s insignia was the head of 

an African elephant. On April 23, 1945, Lt. 

Nicolls maneuvered his tank into position to help 

destroy a machine gun position. He earned a 

Bronze Star. 

On September 17th my 

cousins, friends and I  

visited the new museum to 

see my uncle’s  

memorabilia on display.  

In the section “Double 

Victory: The African 

American Experience” we 

discovered my uncle’s ID 

card, dog tags, unit patch 

photograph, compass and 

dagger. We were  

unprepared for the wave 

of emotions that we experienced. Out of some 

40,000 donations made to the museum, only 10 

percent had been selected to be shown during the 

grand opening. We were truly honored. As we 

toured the rest of the museum, we realized that 

our family’s story now would be permanently 

joined to so many others whose own histories will 

now see the light of day. We were not only a part 

of African American history, but American  

history as well.   

with her photo, to one without a photo, with 

her new resident number. She also changed 

from a staff parking sticker to a resident  

sticker, and expects to get a reserved space for 

the sake of  

convenience. 

Former staff   

becoming a resident 

here is one way the  

connections between 

staff and residents are 

personal. Another is 

the familial  

relationship, in which 

parents of staff  

members are  

residents. An example 

of this is the parents 

of Jason Longwell, 

Director of Sales and 

Marketing, moving in 

this year. 

Dianne says 

that in her new situation she is at times “feeling 

odd,” and walking in a different lane. She  

expects to get to know and choose from the 

many groups and activities at Riderwood and 

select from the many dining venues to have 

delicious meals. She feels that for residents the 

entire campus is not just a place, but a home, a 

culture, and here they find birds of a feather 

and make new best friends. It is like being on a 

cruise ship that never docks. 

Riderwood recognizes 

veterans during annual 

Veterans Day ceremony! 
By Heather Hicks-Mello 

Community Resources Coordinator  

 
Hello Riderwood! Our annual Veterans 

Day Ceremony is quickly approaching and will be 

held on Friday, November 11 at 10:30am in the 

Encore Theater in Lakeside Commons. We hope 

that you will all come out to join us in celebrating 

our Veterans and their families. This is a  

wonderful campus wide event that really promotes 

our sense of community. Not only will there  be a  

patriotic sing 

along, but we 

will also hear 

the history of  

Veteran’s Day, 

hear a few 

words from our 

own Riderwood   

Veteran’s and  

much more.   

  If you still have your uniform we  

encourage you to wear it or your  ball cap and  

other devices indicating your military affiliation 

so you can be recognized for your service. We  

encourage all to come out and share this beautiful 

celebration with us, in honor of those who have 

done so much for us. 
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Get to know the department: Windsor Restaurant 
By Scott Monfils 

Windsor Restaurant General Manager 

 

Windsor Restaurant located in  

Montgomery Station is a casual restaurant  

offering the only buffet service at Riderwood. The 

restaurant serves dinner six days a week, Monday 

through Saturday, and brunch on Sundays.  

The Windsor team’s fundamental focus is 

to ensure the resident’s satisfaction in providing  

exceptional hospitality, SPECTACULAR food, 

and an overall experience that is measured with 

great moments and memories.  

Our enthusiastic staff consists of 85  

employees, several of which have been with  

Riderwood for more than ten years and many with 

five plus year anniversaries. We have many with 

full service restaurant experience, as well as a 

handful with their primary focus of being a  

career in the Senior Living community.  

With 

the largest 

seating  

capacity on  

campus of 

two hundred 

and forty, plus 

the private 

dining room 

seating of up 

to 20, we  

prepare the 

largest number of meals for a  single service on 

campus.  

Many great events and meals are started 

in the Windsor’s Kitchen. Each year, we cater 

many full service weddings, Quinceaneras, as 

well as the big yearly events such as “The Gala”, 

Roshashana, The Crab Feast, Yom Kippur, the 

employee Thanksgiving meal and many others. 

These events, as large as three hundred, are  

prepared from the Windsor Kitchen by Chef  

Antione Green and his team and executed in the 

Chesapeake Room and Maryland Hall. We also 

provide all the TO-GO meals for the stores,  

Robin’s Nest and Village Market, all of this is 

done while still executing the daily dinner for the 

Windsor Buffet residents and employees.  

We have many residents that know us for 

our very popular “Fish Bar Sunday”, our fun “Ice 

Cream Sundae Bar” which occurs every  

Wednesday, our Cookie & Raisin Bread sale, 

which has them coming back every week on  

Tuesdays, as well as over six items on the dessert 

bar every day. 

Our  

popularity is 

also due 

greatly to the 

residents  

ability to 

sample all the 

daily menu 

items.  

As you can 

see, the  

Windsor team is excited about serving your every 

culinary need. Please join us for any AND all of 

these events and we look forward to seeing you!  

Annual Turkey Trot  

returns to jump start the 

Thanksgiving holiday! 
By Maquita Parker  

Fitness Coordinator 

 
Gobble Gobble Residents! I’m pleased to 

announce that the Annual Turkey Trot is back at 

Riderwood and will be taking place Friday,  

November 18th to jump start the Thanksgiving  

holiday.  The Turkey Trot brings our residents  

together to socialize and get fit while having fun, 

giving thanks for our friends and loved ones, and 

giving back to the surrounding community. For 

every 10 participants that walk, 1 turkey will be 

donated to the Maryland Food Bank to help a 

needy family enjoy Thanksgiving! 

Please join us as we meet in the lobby of 

Village Square on Friday, November 18th at 9:45 

am for a Turkey Trot-A-Thon that will begin at 

10:00am. We will be following the “Mystery  

Turkey” around campus from Village Square until 

we reach our final destination of Orchard Point, 

where light refreshments will be served. 

All mobility levels are welcomed and  

encouraged to participate!  In the event that it 

rains, the Trot-A-Thon Parade will be held in 

doors.   Please come out and show your support 

while having a nice morning Autumn Trot with the 

Turkey! 

Registration is required. For more  

information, or to sign-up to participate, stop by 

any Fitness Center (Lakeside Commons,  

Montgomery Station, Village Square) or call (301)

572-8333.  

Grief Counselor Miriam Jacik provides  

coping strategies during the holiday season  
By Erica Greenspan  

MST Social Worker 

 

 As we embrace the crisp air and falling 

leaves of Autumn, it seems the holidays are 

fast approaching—Thanksgiving, Hanukkah,  

Christmas, Kwanza, and the New Year. For 

many, the holiday season is a time of joy,  

eating, drinking, and appreciating time well 

spent with family and friends. The loss of a 

loved one, however, can feel all the more  

palpable during these celebratory times. 

Whether we’ve lost someone significant five 

months ago or five years ago, the holidays tend 

to conjure up old memories, drawing attention 

to the person’s absence. Thus, it is common for 

a grieving person to experience anxiety, fear, 

loneliness, and stress during this time of the 

year. The Pastoral Ministries and Social Work 

departments are offering a supportive workshop 

on Grief During the Holidays on November 

21, from 2:00-4:00pm in the Montgomery 

Station classroom. Join Grief Counselor  

Miriam Jacik for this interactive workshop 

where you will learn: techniques to cope with 

holiday grief, strategies to simply holiday  

planning, the importance of self-care amidst the 

holidays, and ways to keep the memory and 

legacy of your loved one alive during this time 

of the year. This holiday season, accept your 

feelings for what they are, and give yourself the 

gift of healing.   

Resident’s vision  

brings health care  

professionals together 
By Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 

 Oncology nurse, Dianne Boyer had the 

vision of bringing together health care  

professionals of all disciplines (physicians, nurses, 

social workers, therapists, medical researchers and 

others) with the goal of educating themselves and 

Riderwood residents about health care issues. 

 A group under Dianne’s leadership met to 

brainstorm topics of interest. When Dianne  

developed a health concern, Jackie Michels, an  

oncology nurse who worked with Dianne in the 

past, and hospice nurse, Edie Daharsh, came to her 

assistance. 

 The Health Care Professionals group will 

provide opportunities for professional discussions 

and educational presentations requested by  

participants. Past topics have included The Role of 

Emotional Attachment from Childhood to Later 

Life, Inclusion Body Myositis A Rare Muscle  

Disorder, and A Scientist’s Career at NIH and His 

Role in Developing Antiviral Agents. 

 Comments from the attendees have been 

very positive. “I learned about a condition I didn’t 

know existed,” said an enthusiastic retiree. “It’s 

like attending a continuing education conference 

without earning any credits.”  

 The November 18th meeting at 12 noon in 

the Village Square Music Room  promises to be of 

great interest to Riderwood residents. An ENT (ear, 

nose, throat) Specialist and an Audiologist will 

speak on Tinnitus, better known as ringing in the 

ears. There is no meeting in December due to  

Riderwood’s busy holiday schedule. On January 

20, Edie Daharsh will give a presentation on  

Muscular Dystrophy. Be sure to watch your  

bulletin board for time and place. 

 For further information please contact 

Jackie Michels at 240-670-8296 or email her at 

jmeg26@gmail.com. You can also contact Edie 

Daharsh, 301-273-2340, mike.edie50@gmail.com. 

New Sustainability Committee: Focus on Solar! 
By George Hunter 

Sustainability Committee Member 

 

Sustainability, Riderwood and Beyond is 

a resident group whose leadership was invited 

into a new group: Riderwood Sustainability  

Committee. Half are staff and half are residents.  

We’ve met twice. Once, working up new  

formats for Sustainable Project Progress.  

Recently, prioritizing various Project initiatives 

and areas of interest to pursue.   

The hottest topic: generating some of our  

electrical energy from solar panels.  Other high  

priorities to consider included replacing  

gasoline-powered shuttles with hybrid or  

all-electric vehicles. Another was to have a  

couple of electric charging stations for visitors to 

Arbor Ridge and Town Center. Still another was 

a campus-wide energy audit, to look for other 

ways to save energy. Smaller projects like  

eliminating Styrofoam containers, recycling  

carpeting when refurbishing, or sustainable food 

projects will still go forward, as “low hanging 

fruit”.   

Solar panels are often put on south-facing 

rooftops, but installing new panels on old roofs is 

not economical. Best is when roofs need  

replacing, typically after 15 to 20 years. The 

longer life of panels argues for using more  

durable new roofing, like what’s over the shuttle 

stops at each neighborhood. Other possibilities 

may be pilot projects such as solar panels in racks 

on the ground, or over some parking areas (no 

snow removal from cars under solar panels!). Pat 

Davis, our Resident Director, helped with  

information about Seabrook Erickson in NJ and 

their field-mounted solar. Some of us may visit 

there during installation.   

We’re excited about all this healing for 

Mother Earth and hope you are, too!  
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This year  

Riderwood 

awarded 

scholarships  

to 77 staff  

recipients?  

Resident Dr. Vincent 

DiFrancesco celebrates 

100th birthday! 
By Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer  

 

Resident Dr. Vincent  DiFrancesco  

recently celebrated his 100th birthday! He was 

born September 16, 1916, in SE D.C. in the 

family home which is presently the site of the 

Madison Building of the Library of Congress. 

His father (an Italian immigrant) was a  

shoemaker for Congressmen and others.  

Vincent went to George Washington University 

for both undergraduate and medical school. 

He was newly married in 1942 when he 

became an Army doctor following tanks in 

combat in the 

European  

campaign. He 

was captured 

in  

Germany and 

sent to Oflag 

64, a POW 

camp in  

Poland.  

Vincent  

remembers  

eating “watery 

potato soup and moldy cheese” and losing 30 

pounds. As the Russian Army moved toward 

Poland, the Germans evacuated Oflag 64 and 

forced prisoners to march south toward  

Germany. Vincent escaped during the forced 

march by hiding in a barn and narrowly missing 

gunshots. The Russians detained Vincent in an 

Odessa prison before releasing him. 

Vincent had a family practice in SE 

D.C. and later Bethesda maintaining an office in 

his home. His wife and three daughters helped  

answer the phone, filing, sending bills and even 

accompanying on house calls and rounds at 

Providence Hospital and nursing homes. He  

delivered “a lot” of babies and later many of 

these infants were his adult patients. On  

occasion he accepted vegetables as payment. 

When asked “what kind of doctor were 

you,” Vincent has been known to respond “a 

good one I hope.” Meadowbrook Square  

resident Ellen Nigro readily agrees recalling the 

calm,  attentive and personalized care that he 

gave her family. Vincent gave Ellen’s  

“inquisitive” grade school son a model of a 

head and he quickly learned all the parts of the 

brain. 

Vincent and his wife moved to  

Riderwood shortly before her death in 2006. 

His daughter, Maria, who followed her father’s 

footsteps into the medical profession (nursing) 

says, “Riderwood has kept him going with  

comradeship, activities, and happy hours.” 

Montgomery Station Social 

Worker Erica Greenspan  

inspires residents daily  

By Martha Robinson 

Resident Writer 

 

For a daily dose of inspiration—however 

you feel, whatever the weather, the news, and your 

to-do list—check out Social Worker Erica  

Greenspan’s thought of the day. Here’s one: “Life is 

10 percent what happens to us and 90 percent how 

we react to it.” 

Such daily posts are always on display just 

outside of Erica’s Montgomery Station office. 

Here’s another: “I try to 

make my mood uplifting 

and  peaceful, then watch 

the world around me reflect 

that mood.” Such messages 

are pause for thought for 

many residents. 

 Erica came to  

Riderwood two years ago 

as a graduate intern at 

George Washington  

University’s Katzen  

Cancer Research Center 

where she gained social 

work experience serving 

cancer patients. She  

connected them to resources to assure adequate 

meals, transportation, and other needs. She also  

facilitated two support groups—one for caregivers 

of cancer patients and one for children whose  

parents have cancer. 

About 70 percent of Erica’s time at  

Riderwood is devoted to residents in transition from 

hospitalization, rehab, and independent living to 

assisted living, to be sure their care needs are met 

wherever they are. She also runs caregiver and low 

vision support groups and teaches a memory  

support course. 

“I wanted to connect to the wider  

independent living community,” Erica says, “not 

just those I was directly serving.” So, In the  

beginning, one day at a time, Erica posted a series of 

tips—100 Ways to De-Stress. These were mostly 

one-liners from as simple as “Laugh Out Loud” to 

“Eat Foods Rich in Omega-3 Fatty Acids; Bring on 

the Salmon!.” She has since moved on to The Daily 

Dose of Inspiration, which features a quote a day—

all up for interpretation.   

Erica has indeed, through her postings,  

introduced herself to hundreds of residents and 

“become acquainted and started a conversation with 

many” of whom have expressed a wide range of  

reactions to the sayings: “That’s a good one”, “I 

love this”, “Too sentimental”, “What does THAT 

mean?”  Others actually laugh out loud or simply 

smile. 

The outgoing Erica (Scarpulla) Greenspan, 

a self-described 100 percent Italian American,  

welcomes ideas for the next version of daily  

inspirations.   

Erica’s personal favorite inspirational  

message is this: “One of the most profoundly human 

things you can do is talk to someone instead of 

about them.”    

Riderwood Bocce close 

out season with two  

tournaments, new venture 
By George Galasso 

Bocce Team Chair  

 

Our fourth Bocce season is soon coming 

to a close. We will cease for the season in mid-

November. This has been a tough summer with 

torrential rains and extreme heat, but the weather 

turned lovely toward the end. In order to  

accommodate those who would prefer to play in 

the afternoon, we opened the courts on Mondays 

from 1-3pm. Our morning sessions are still active 

Tuesday through Friday from 8-10am. Bocce is a 

lot of fun, come out and join us.  

The fall season had the best and most  

agreeable weather and we hosted two  

tournaments. We all look forward to these  

enjoyable competitions. After a few  

postponements due to rain, the annual Resident/

Staff Tournament was held on October 4. This was 

our fourth annual meet. The residents, tied the  

series to two apiece. The first was won by staff 

and alternating each of the four years. The  

residents, who have more experience, are  

impressed with the natural talent and enthusiasm 

of staff. The excitement expressed by a novice 

player on a good play is infectious and contributes 

to the enjoyment of all players and spectators 

alike. This tournament is evolving to one of the 

highlights of the year. Thanks to the participants 

for making it a fun event.  

Our other end of season tournament was 

held against our old friends from the Rockville 

Senior Center. You will remember them from our 

video, “Let’s Play Bocce” which was filmed at the 

Senior Center while our courts were being built. It 

was a demonstration for our residents and it is still 

shown for our new residents at the beginning of 

each season. They came on October 13,  

appropriately the day after Columbus Day. We 

each provided three teams who played two games 

each for a total of six games.  Riderwood won four 

games and the Senior Center won two. We all had 

lunch together and ended up on a convivial note. 

Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves, with many 

statements of, “Let’s do this again next year,  

perhaps in Rockville.” 

The season is almost over but if mornings 

have been a problem, you still have time to try the  

afternoon session, so come on out and give it a try. 

Riderwood Bocce Team poses for a picture with the 

Rockville Senior Center team on October 13, 2016. 

 

CIVILITY: 
 

Politeness and courtesy in  

behavior or speech. 
 

~CommUNITY Living Committee 
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Conversation with Administration 
By Wendy Ferris, Associate Executive Director 

 

Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at  2:00pm on Wednesday, November 16, in Montgomery  

Station’s Maryland Hall.                   
 

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration  

understand what we can do to improve customer service. Questions and answers may be altered or rephrased for this column without  

changing the accuracy of the information presented.   
  

The following reflects the highlights of Conversation with Administration conducted in September:  

The following new residents have moved to  

Riderwood between September 21st & October 19th.  

                  

Gary Goldberg (MS)                     Silver Spring, MD 

Judith Higgs (CC)                                     Booton, NJ 

Herbert & Anna Feldheim (MG)       Woodbury, NY 

Loretta Wright (GV)                    Glenarden, MD 

Joseph Miller (PV)                                Beltsville, MD 

Richard & Miriam Joseph (FC)        Baltimore, MD 

Colin Moran (KC)                                  McLean, VA  

Robert & Kathy Price (BG)                     Berlin, MD 

Helen Danchenko-North (HG)             Leesburg, VA 

Dianne Shipler (MG)          Silver Spring, MD 

Rose Cooper (KC)                           Schenectady, NY 

Arnold & Ora Band (FC)       Beverly Hills, CA 

June Jones (CL)             Hyattsville, MD 

Jaan Liiva (HS)                Media, PA 

Welcome New  

Residents 

Wendy Ferris 

Questions, Comments and Statements by Residents: 

 

1. Can we have cushions put on the outside 

benches as we wait for the busses?  
 We will look into this suggestion.         

 

2. What happens if a resident does not  

comply with the pet policy?       

 If you notice a resident who is not  

compliant with the pet policy, you can bring it 

to the attention of our security and we, along 

with the social work team will address the  

issue with the resident. We can also do some 

public service programs on Riderwood TV’s 

Channel 972 to help educate residents about 

the policy.   

        

3. Can you please remind people to return 

the carts back to the front desk when they 

are finished with them?       

 Yes. Please remember to return the 

carts after you are done with them.   

 

4. Could we have a weekly shuttle trip to the 

Home Depot?  

 We can look into this suggestion.   

 

5. Are Orchard Point and the assisted  

living apartments in Arbor Ridge open to 

Announcements:  
 We would like to introduce Beverly  

Jackson, who is our new Director of Human  

Resources. Beverly comes to us from the 

Adventist Health Care and brings many 

years of experience with her to Riderwood. 

When you see Beverly please give her a 

warm welcome.  

 In updates in our Orchard Point initiative, 

we now have 34 apartments reserved. We 

have just received our licensing and are  

preparing to transition residents into their 

new homes. We will be conducting some 

soft runs for service at the Bistro so staff can 

get acquainted with the equipment and the 

flow. There will be more information to  

follow.  

 In updates with our Dining department we 

are proud to announce that our chefs brought 

home the People’s Choice Award at the 

LifeSpan Network Conference for Senior  

Living for the best appetizer, which was a 

crab cake slider. We will be rolling out our  

Signature Dining program in January. The 

essence of the program is that we will be 

cooking our food to order. Please look for  

upcoming information. We will be holding 

several town hall meetings leading up to the 

implementation of the Signature Dining  

program.   

 In updates in our General Services  

department we are working to finalize the 

repairs on the exterior lights. Our exterior 

doors and access project will begin in 

Lakeside Commons and will continue to 

Town Center, Montgomery Station, Village 

Square, and Arbor Ridge, consecutively. We 

will communicate information to the  

residents who will be impacted by the  

installations prior to the start of the work. 

We will be issuing new badges to all  

residents. We will communicate further with 

residents as the work progresses. 

 We are excited to announce the new app 

called MyErickson. You can now access 

such amazing information as the resident 

directory, staff emails, various activities on 

campus such as classes, performances, and 

dinner menus online. This app will be  

available on residents’ computers, laptops, 

and tablets. All information is password  

protected. We will be signing up residents 

for an account and to download the app in 

the coming weeks. Please look for more  

information to come. 

 In our Sales updates we are having a very 

good year. We had 105 prospective  

residents attend our recent open house. Our 

occupancy rate for September was 96.9  

percent, which is phenomenal.   

 The Board of Directors will be making  

changes to their by-laws. The regulatory  

agency that Riderwood is under is the  

Maryland Department of Aging. In order to 

be in compliance with this agency and in 

order for the Department to approve these 

changes the board needed to inform all of 

our residents about these changes. These 

changes will not affect how residents,  

management, and the board interact with 

each other. The changes are affecting how 

the board interacts within itself.  

only current residents or are they open to 

outside prospective residents as well?  

 We first open up reservations for our 

current Riderwood residents. Once everyone 

internally is taken care of then we open up  

reservations to the external community.  

 

6. Where can visitors park?  

 Visitors can park in any visitor parking 

designated areas. They can also park after 5pm 

Monday through Friday and all day on  

weekends in designated employee parking  

areas. 

Fabulous Fall Fair showcase residents talent,  

provides opportunity to buy handmade items 
By Bonnie Balzer 

Head of the Fabulous Fall Fair  

 

Riderwood’s Fabulous Fall Fair is our 

traditional start to your holiday shopping. 

This is the only place you will be able to buy  

beautiful items all handmade by residents. 

The Fabulous Fall Fair is coming up on  

Friday, November 4 from 12:00 noon to 

3:30pm and Saturday, November 5 from 

11:00am to 2:00pm in Maryland Hall in 

Montgomery Station. 

Come and take a look around. You 

will find 

unique 

hand-

made 

items 

that are  

perfect 

for gifts. 

There 

will be 

crafters 

and artists selling their wares, a baked goods 

sale, and a raffle.  Vendors include knitters,  

photographers, woodworkers, ceramics,  

beaded 

jewelry 

and many 

more. We 

will be  

holding a 

raffle 

with wonderful  prizes donated by the  

“vendors. Don’t miss the bake sale of  

delicious and homemade treats that will be 

going on throughout the two days of the Fall 

Fair.  

The prices for everything are very  

reasonable and a percentage of sales will be  

donated to the Benevolent Care Fund. We  

encourage you to invite your family and 

friends out to the fair so that they can pick up 

some great items too!  
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Have a program idea? RWTV  

always welcome new  

suggestions. Feel free to  

call RWTV Coordinator Avedis  

Aghguiguian at 301-572-8457  

or email  

Avedis.Aghguiguian@erickson.com. 

INTERESTED IN THE RECENT CHANGES 

TO RIDERWOOD’S BY-LAWS? 
 

Board responses to resident questions about the recently  

amended Riderwood by-laws are available in the administration office in 

Lakeside Commons for anyone interested. 

The Gentlemen’s Songsters perform their first 

concert for Riderwood audience enjoyment! 
By Almeda Girod 

Resident Writer 

 
Myra Tate, director of the Grace Notes, 

suggested to Ray Roth, one of our new  

resident, last winter that Riderwood should 

have a male chorus. Ray formed a group of  

interested men 

who chose to 

be called  

Gentlemen’s 

Songsters 

which is a 

name referred 

to in the theme 

song of the 

Yale Men’s 

Glee Club. 

Ray 

grew up in a farming community in Litchfield, 

Ill, before pursuing a music education at  

Millikin University in Decatur, Ill. After a two 

year stint playing trombone and jazz accordion 

in Army bands, he earned a Master’s degree 

from The University of Illinois and later a PhD 

from Michigan State.  While teaching in  

Holland, Michigan, he formed a marching 

band with students wearing wooden shoes. 

Later Ray had the opportunity of developing 

the music curriculum for The University of 

Michigan (Flint campus) and chairing the  

faculty for 15 years. 

The Gentlemen’s Songsters will  

perform their first concert on Thursday,  

November 10 at 1:30pm and 7:30pm in the 

Chapel. The program will include a variety of  

music varying from Spirituals, Patriotic, and 

Broadway. Featured soloist will be Jim Unger, 

Paul Forbes, 

Cidney Roth, 

and Gary 

Hibbs.  

Elizabeth 

White and 

Cidney will be 

the  

accompanists. 

Gentlemen’s 

Songsters is 

balanced with 

four voices in 

each of the four sections having grown from 

10 members in the spring to currently 17  

voices. The backgrounds of all Songsters are 

impressive and all have had previous singing 

experience. 

Donations will be accepted. All  

income over minimal expenses will be given 

to the Benevolent Fund.  

Ray has used his singing voice  

throughout his career and feels “very blessed 

to have sung under a number of outstanding 

vocal directors.” 

Audio Visual Advisory  

committee forms to meet 

needs of residents, staff 
By Alan Hedin 

Audio Visual Advisory Committee Member 

 

A joint staff and resident Audio Visual  

Advisory Committee has been named by  

Executive Director Gary Hibbs to help ensure that 

the Riderwood audio visual systems meet the 

needs of residents and staff. Assistant General  

Services Director Reggie Denis and resident Gene 

Martin will serve as co-chairs. The other members 

include residents Frank Altrichter, Alan Hedin, 

Helen Helm, Bert Kaplan, David Nation,  

Philanthropy manager Fiona Divecha, Audio  

Visual Technician Mike Frimpong, and set-up 

team leader Hugh Palmer. 

The committee will consider equipment  

status, training, communication, and  

planning.  Goals include prompt communication to 

interested residents and staff of equipment  

problems and changes, appropriate training for the 

equipment in each venue, pictorial materials to 

help use the equipment, list of residents that can 

help groups or event organizers use the  

equipment, and review proposals for new  

equipment or procedures. 

Residents may contact any of the above 

committee members with concerns about  

equipment operation or suggestions for  

improvement. If you are already utilizing the  

audio visual equipment or are interested in  

training, and are not already receiving AV updates 

by email, send an email to Alan Hedin. 

Riderwood Bird photographers 

showcase photos, movies of  

birds spotted on campus  

By Becky Hedin 

Riderwood’s Birder Group 

 

Early Riderwood residents recorded 

birds they saw and through the years more than 

120 species of birds have been spotted on  

campus. Some, such as the Hooded merganser, 

are very temporary migrants dropping in for an 

hour or two and others like the Northern  

Mockingbird are full time residents, frequently 

seen and heard singing from the top of street 

lights.   

Talented photographers in the  

Riderwood Birders’ group have captured pictures 

of many campus birds. On Monday, November 

14 at 7:30 pm in the Lakeside Encore Theater,  

residents Mike Daharsh, Alan Hedin, and Lew 

Priven will share their still life photos and  

movies of Riderwood birds. Don Messersmith, 

our resident birding expert, will be on hand to 

introduce the program, add a bit of commentary, 

and answer your questions.    

Migrate for vicarious local birding in  

Encore Theater, on Monday, November 14 at 

7:30 pm. We hope to see you there! 

 

Note: None of the photos or movies are from 

exotic places. All were taken out of Riderwood 

apartment windows or on the grounds. If you 

saw photo displays by Lew or Alan in a craft 

room showcases you have an inkling of what 

this program will feature. Mike has a variety 

of short movies. 

Resident Susan Koch devotes decades to volunteering 
By Mitzi Clark 

Resident Writer 

 

Riderwood resident Susan Koch has  

become a devoted volunteer in her long and  

productive life. At 91 years, she is still at it. 

       Almost every Friday morning, she can 

be seen with her partner at the College Park  

Methodist Church. There, they collect parcels 

of food to deliver to those on the Meals on 

Wheels program. She started this procedure 

with her husband James before his death in 

1996 and continued with other volunteers for 

almost 25 years. 

     Her husband, she said, took a special 

joy in volunteering for good causes. This must 

have been in his DNA, Susan explained,  

because he was successful as a biometrician 

with the Department of Agriculture and had 

an advanced degree in statistics, having  

graduated both from Iowa State and N.C. 

State. 

     “He would help almost any good 

cause in our neighborhood, Susan added,  

because he liked canvassing  people. He 

would even go “door to door.” 

       During his last years and with their  

children growing up, Susan began to spread 

her wings. She still helped with her six  

grandchildren and tended her garden. But 

thought of a nursing career and the possibility 

of using a psychology background from her 

courses at Wake Forest University, to stress 

mental care in geriatrics. She said the decision 

had a 

profound 

influence 

on her. “I 

told my 

family 

that I 

was  

going to 

nursing school and nobody could stop me.”  

Susan received her nursing degree at 

Prince George’s Community College, and 

worked her family life into her new career. No 

more just baking cookies for school festivities 

or tending her garden at her former home. 

         She continues her Meals on Wheels  

duties, every Friday going through her  

assigned route in the Beltsville area to  

distribute food to those who qualify. She also 

helps at the Montgomery County Soup  

Kitchen, which feeds the area’s homeless, and 

still manages to stay in close contact with her 

children and grandchildren, some of whom 

have enjoyed traveling with her on her  

volunteer treks. Apparently Susan and James 

may have started a family tradition. 

Some members of the Gentleman Songsters pictured during rehearsals.  
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The following residents passed away  

between September 21st and October 19th.  
 

Abraham Pollack                       RC             Sept.21 

Barbara Doing-McCann            OG            Sept.22 

Dorothy Bellia               HS   Sept.26 

Cecelia Holladay             OG   Sept.27 

Eleanor Lovelett             VP   Sept.27 

Helen Holt              RC   Sept.29 

Janice Lothers              ET   Sept.30 

Benjamin Furnary             MS      Oct.2 

Berthold Brenner              RC      Oct.9 

Ruby Mahoney              PV     Oct.10 

Barbara Stroud              CC     Oct.13 

James Gallemore             ET     Oct.16 

In Memoriam 

Visit the Treasure Chest! 
 

Treasures for gifts or just for you at the Treasure 

Chest, Terrace Level of Victoria Place in VSQ, 

parking lot E. 

Enjoy your holiday shopping and look for 50% 

off stickers. 

Fridays, November 11, December 2 and 16. 

Prima dona, Fulbright scholar Brooke Evers  

delights audiences with unforgettable performance  
By Margaret Hays 

Performing Arts Council Member 

 

According  to Merriam-Webster’s  

definition, a diva is a Prima dona or a usually 

glamorous and successful female performer. 

               Our performer for this month, diva 

Brooke Evers, writes, 

“A little known fact: 

Divas are people too. 

The exotic lives of 

these not so starving 

artists will entertain, 

enlighten and perhaps 

even entice you.”  

Evers mentions that 

the show “tells the  

story of the making of 

and life of a singer.  

Filled with humor and 

silliness,  the cabaret gives us the opportunity to 

laugh out loud at all the ridiculousness that 

comes with being a singer – the hoop jumping, 

the rat race, the froufrou, that we singers endure 

these things because of our deep, inseparable 

love for music and its connection to humanity.” 

 This lively performance is coming to  

Riderwood on Friday, November 18 in the  

Encore Theater at 7:30pm. Brooke Evers studied 

as a Fulbright Scholar in Austria, performing in  

Vienna, Berlin and Milan before returning to the 

D.C. area. She has also performed as a soloist at 

the Kennedy Center, the National Cathedral and 

the Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center 

among other venues. Not limited to classical 

music, Evers received recognition by the city of 

Baltimore as a semi-finalist in the Billie Holiday 

Competition for jazz singing.  

Evers received her Master of Music 

from the University of Maryland as a member of 

the Maryland Opera Studio and Bachelor  

degrees in Voice and German from Indiana 

University.  She has served on the Voice Faculty 

of Shepherd University in Shepherdstown, West 

Virginia since 2006. 

Tickets will  be on sale in all dining 

rooms on November 14 and 15, the Monday and 

Tuesday before the performance, from 4:30pm 

to 6pm. 

 

Riderwood’s Performing Arts  

Council presents a symphony  

of  classical and holiday delight 

By Judy Brown 

Performing Arts Council Member 

 

 Mark your calendars to hear a full 

symphony orchestra perform a variety of  

classical and holiday  

music including: 

 Schumann—

Symphony  

#3  

(Rhenish),  

selected  

movements 

 Dvorak—

Symphonic  

Variations 

 Holst—Christmas 

Day 

 Gorin—Festival of Lights 

Additional pieces announced by conductor 

 Please join us for an unforgettable  

concert on December 4 at 3pm in  

Montgomery Stations Maryland Hall. 

Washington Saxophone Quartet  

opens the PAC Classical Music Series  
By Beth Gordon  

Performing Arts Council Member 

 
A stellar performance by the renowned 

Washington Saxophone Quartet on November 

6 will be the first  

concert in this  

season’s Classical 

Music Subscription 

series. The WSaxQ is 

the most widely heard 

saxophone quartet in 

the United States. The 

instruments evoke the 

refined sounds of a 

string quartet, the rich 

harmonies of an organ 

prelude, and the excitement of a jazz sax  

section. Their music is aired daily on NPR’s 

broadcasts of “All Things Considered.”  

The series, which I think is the best 

deal in town, features outstanding classical 

music performers in three Sunday night  

concerts for only $10. Series tickets are still 

available by sending a check for $10 payable 

to “PAC” to Susan 

Rogers, CL621.  

Individual tickets for 

$5, if available, may 

be purchased at the 

door the night of the 

event.  

 Each concert is 

held in the Riderwood 

Chapel starting at 7:30 

pm. Doors open at 

7:00. The other  

concerts in the series feature Sara  

Daneshpour, pianist, on March 5 and the  

Andrew Welch Piano Trio on April 30.  

Art of Ceramics exhibit 

spans over a two– day period 

for viewers enjoyment! 
By Tamar Handel 

Art of Ceramics class Student 

 

The Art of Ceramics Exhibition 2016 will 

take place over a two-day period: Sunday, November 

13, 11am to 5pm, and Monday, November 14, 11am 

to 4pm in the Village Square Craft Studio. 

Won Yin is teaching two classes this 

Fall: Art of Ceramics 1 and Art of Ceramics 2. The 

first class includes new participants who have had no 

previous experience in ceramics. The following is a 

brief description of these classes. 

After introducing the basic characteristics of 

clay and the proper techniques of handling it at the  

beginning of the trimester, Won encourages each of 

us to use our own imagination to create  

pieces of ceramic art to the best of our abilities. 

Recently we have been learning about  

creating cylinders and  

boxes out of slabs, flat  

pieces of clay that have 

been rolled through the slab 

roller. It is always  

delightful to see the  

inventiveness and ingenuity 

of each student as we create 

uniquely different pieces 

starting with the same  

material. We appreciate 

Won’s watchful eyes as she 

walks around the room. If she notices something that 

could use improvement, aesthetically or structurally, 

she brings it to our attention and leaves us to solve the 

problem our own way. 

Because the classes consist of Riderwood  

residents with very diverse backgrounds and life  

experiences, the resulting works range from novice to 

professional. Also, because developing expression is 

valued in addition to good technique and  

craftsmanship, the projects are uniquely beautiful, 

even astounding as demonstrated in these exhibits.   

 Please bring your family members and 

friends to enjoy the show. 

2017 Mah Jongg 

cards on sale NOW! 
By Barbara Breit 

Mah Jongg Tournament Committee 

 

We began taking orders for 2017 Mah 

Jongg cards on October 24. The price remains 

the same: large card - $9 and regular card - 

$8. Checks are to be made payable to Barbara 

Breit. Cards will be mailed directly to your 

address. The National Mah Jongg League will 

contribute $2 to the Riderwood Benevolent 

Care Fund for each card that we order. 

Orders are to be submitted to the  

following residents: Jo Fannon (Village 

Square), Barbara Breit (Town Center), Becky 

Griffin (Lakeside Commons), Erica Lake 

(Montgomery Station).  

 If you have any questions please direct 

them to Barbara Breit (301)588-8152. Thank 

you. 


