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By Andrea Nicolls
Member, African American History Club

During Black History Month this February, 
the African American History Club will present 
several significant programs that you will not want 
to miss. We will have a film, lectures, educational 
displays and critical information about historically 
important African American women presented in 
biographical sketches throughout the month of 
February on Riderwood TV.

To start off the month our annual Southern 
style luncheon buffet will take place on Wednesday, 
February 7 from 11 to 1:30 in Maryland Hall in 
Montgomery Station. This is always a popular event, 
where residents, staff, family and friends may come 
and enjoy home style cooking coupled with pleasant 
conversation. Residents may use their MOD for 
themselves and their guests, or pay $15.25. 

On Tuesday, February 13 in the Encore 
Theater from 10 a.m.  to 12 noon, Hari Jones will 
speak about the Underground Railroad. Mr. Jones is 

an independent curator and currently on the Board 
of Directors of the National Civil War Museum in 
Harrisburg, PA. He was formerly assistant director 
and curator at the African American Civil War 
Freedom Foundation and Museum in Washington, 
D.C. He is one of the foremost authorities on the 
role of African Americans in the Civil War. 

On Sunday, February 18 in the Encore 
Theater from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Dr. Frank 
Smith will speak about the role of United States 
Colored Troops during the Civil War. Dr. Smith 
was a four-term member of the D.C. Council and 
the Founding Director of the African American Civil 
War Memorial and Museum in Washington D.C. He 
attended Morehouse College in Georgia and was 
also a founding member of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee. In its 123rd anniversary 
celebration in 2017, the Historical Society of 
Washington D.C. honored Dr. Smith with its 
Visionary Historian Award. which is presented to the 
individual whose lifetime body of work represents 
the highest achievement in the study of Washington, 

DC and related history.
Have you ever heard of Fannie Lou Hamer 

or the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party?  The 
answer to this question is revealed in “This Little 
Light of Mine: The Legacy of Fannie Lou Hamer” an 
important documentary film by Robin N. Hamilton, 
a freelance journalist. Through interviews, historical 
film footage and photographs, Ms. Hamilton tells the 
story of one of the most remarkable and underrated 
figures in the civil rights movement. The film shows 
how Mrs. Hamer defied the political establishment 
of the day and became an eloquent spokesperson for 
poor people because she was one of them. Robin 
Hamilton, the filmmaker, will attend the film in 
person, to talk about her labor of love and why she 
chose to make this film. You don’t want to miss this 
event, which will take place on Thursday, February 
22 in the Encore Theater. The first showing will be 
from 2:30-3:30 p.m. and the second showing will be 
from 7:30-9:00 p.m. Robin Hamilton will be at both 
showings.

(Continued on Page 4)

Celebrating African American history at Riderwood

By Libby Bernstein
Coordinator, Community Resources

Are you looking 
to get more involved 
on campus, meet new 
people, learn a new 
skill or hobby, AND have a great time?! Then we 
hope you will join us for the Annual Opportunities 
Fair 2018! This event will take place on February 
27th in the Montgomery Station Maryland Hall 
and Chesapeake Rooms from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. The theme of this year’s event will be “Winter 
Olympics.” You snow don’t want to miss this! 

Did you know that Riderwood has more 
than 250 resident-run groups and clubs on campus? 
Now is the perfect time to learn about these groups 
and explore what Riderwood has to offer. Meet with 
the group leaders and members to discuss what their 
group is all about. There is something for everyone! 
All are welcome, from new residents who are 
looking to start getting involved on campus, to 
long-time residents who are looking for something 
new to join. We can’t wait to ski you all there!

Opportunities Fair 
goes for the goldBy Almeda Girod

Resident Writer

Charlie and 
Norma Slaugh met on the 
Riderwood tennis court in 
2013. Norma had recently 
moved to the community 
after the sudden death of 
her husband, and Charlie, 
a widower, was President 
of the Tennis Club. As they 
interacted at bridge games, 
tennis, and pickleball, Charlie became “more aware” 
of Norma. 

Charlie, who had not had a date since 1975, 
approached Norma, who had not dated since 1958, 
asking “Norma, would you like to go out?” 

She responded, “Where would we go?” 
He suggested, “Dinner and a movie.” So 

they did. 
This was followed by a Valentine’s dinner 

at Overlook when Charlie gave Norma flowers 
and a card. Nine days after the first date there was 
mutual recognition that they were meant for each 
other. Charlie had passed Norma’s rigorous list of 
qualifications with Charlie adding that now their 

score in tennis is “love.”
The couple were 

married on May 17, 2015 
directly after the morning 
worship service of First 
Baptist Church in Laurel, 
MD, with their blended 
family of 6 children, 12 
grandchildren, and 5 great 
grandchildren standing 
with them.

Charlie had been 
chief financial officer for 

25 years of a large printing company in Cheverly, 
MD before a 11-year second career as a pastor in 
the United Methodist Church in Uniontown, MD. 
Norma had been a homemaker and mother for 54 
years as well as an active volunteer. She organized 
a program in her church where English is taught as 
a second language, and she and Charlie continue to 
volunteer four days a week in the program.

Queenie, a Sheltie, was part of the package 
when Charlie married Norma. The couple can be 
seen leaving their Meadowbrook Square apartment 
three times a day for a walk with Queenie.

Norma comments that she and Charlie 
“Give God the glory for bringing us together.”

Discovering a second love at Riderwood

Charlie & Norma Slaugh on their wedding day  
in May 2015 (Photo courtesy of Slaugh family)
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By Gary Hibbs
Executive Director, Riderwood

One of the 
biggest challenges 
that we have in a 
large community 
such as ours is 
communication. 
Clear, effective 
and timely 
communication is 
critical in creating a 
strong community. 
In fact, the word 
“ c o m m u n i t y ” 
is related to 
the root word 
for communication, which is found in the Latin 
“communicare” which means “to share, impart, 
inform, join, unite, participate in”. It literally means 
“to make common” or “common ground”.

This Riderwood Reporter that you are 
holding now is just one effort amongst many 
that we have to further communication. We are 
working to improve all venues: Riderwood TV, 
town halls, bulletin boards, front desks, elevator 
announcements, MyErickson, emails, cubby 
stuffers, shelf announcements, telephone.... whew...
and this list isn’t even complete! Again, it’s one of 
the biggest challenges we have.

In the recent resident satisfaction survey 
(one of our other communication tools I didn’t list!), 
a resident made this comment: “If a call is made and 

a message left, return the call. If an email is sent it 
should be responded to.” I couldn’t agree more! 

One of my, and other staff member’s biggest 
frustrations, is when a resident says something like, 
“I called such-and-such department and I never got 
a call back.” When asked, “When did this occur, 
and with whom did you speak?”, we often get the 
response, “I don’t know.” We really want to know so 
that we can hold ourselves accountable to get back 
to all inquiries quickly! So, be sure to note with 
whom you have spoken and precisely when. Don’t 
worry, the team and I won’t get anyone in trouble for 
not returning a call, but we need to know some detail 
in order to increasingly create a culture of effective 
communication and responsiveness. Thanks for 
your help!

Speaking of communication, we will be 
having our annual “State of the Community” on 
February 21 at 2:00 p.m. in Maryland Hall. We’ll 
do some review of the past year and also hit some 
highlights from the resident satisfaction survey. I 
hope to see you there! 

Greetings from Administration

By Pat Davis
Director Living in Community, Riderwood Board 
of Directors

In last 
month’s article, 
I introduced the 
r e o rg a n i z a t i o n 
of Riderwood’s 
Board of Directors 
(and also the Board 
of our supporting 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
National Senior 
Campuses) as of 
April 1, 2018. 
Because of space 
limitations in 
the Reporter this 
explanation will take place over several months, so 
please bear with me!

I reported that our new Riderwood Board 
will consist of the 15 members of the National 
Senior Campuses Board of Directors plus our 
Director Living in Community. The Boards of all 16 
Erickson-managed communities will be similarly 
constituted. I hope that raises in your mind the 
question, “How are those people going to remain in 
touch with everything they need to know about all 
the communities?”

The answer is the Community Relations 
Committee (CRC), a new structure which has been 
functioning well here for almost two years. Each 
CRC is composed of a Chair who is a member 
of the NSC Board, the on-site Director Living in 
Community, and a third (and possibly a fourth) 
individual. As of April 1, members of Riderwood’s 
CRC will be Eileen Erstad (Chair), Jim Anders, and 
myself.

Your CRC will be on campus at least 
quarterly to meet with the RAC officers, with 
Administration, and to share a meal with interested 
residents. We will review the Management 
Performance Evaluation, proposed budget, and 
current issues; conduct Town Halls related to the 
Annual Report (in May) and the business plan for the 
upcoming year (in December); tour repositioning 
and new construction; and share in the life of the 
community. Look for more continued information 
on the new Board structure in March!

From the Resident 
Director’s Desk

By Melissa Yunes
Clinical Audiologist, 
Hearing Associates of 
Northern Virginia

It is important to 
take into account several 
things when selecting 
new hearing devices.  
Consider your needs 
now and try to anticipate 
what your needs will be 
in a few years, too.

Things to 
consider when selecting new hearing aids:

• Rechargeability!  Some hearing aids 
have the ability to be put onto a charger, thereby 
eliminating the need to change tiny batteries as 
frequently or at all.  Disposable batteries need to be 
changed often, sometimes more than once a week.  
Batteries are small, and they go dead without a lot 
of advance warning.  Rechargeability can eliminate 
the extra steps of changing the batteries and of 
turning the hearing aids off at night.

• Telecoil option.  Some hearing aids are 
equipped with a telecoil, a small, magnetic loop 
built into the hearing aids for use with telephones 
and telecoil loop systems available in some theaters 
and public spaces.  Downside:  Most hearing aids 
require switching into the telecoil for use in theaters, 
so this option would require good manual dexterity 
or a remote control to make full use of it.

• Connectivity.  Many hearing aids today 
offer apps in smart phones or tablets so that hearing 
devices can be more easily controlled.  Some even 
offer direct streaming of phone calls, audiobooks, 
music, video and more, directly into your hearing 
aids.  If you struggle to hear on your cell phone, or 
want to make better use of your technology, make 
sure to ask your audiologist about this option.

• Accessories.  Many hearing aids today 
offer a variety of accessories that can work with 
your hearing aids to improve their function and your 
level of success.  These include remote controls, 
television streamers, microphones to be placed on 
the table or worn by family members to enhance 
speech understanding, and more.  

• Flexibility of instruments.  The appeal of 
digital hearing devices is the ability to adjust them 
as your listening needs change.  Multiple programs 
can be helpful to many people, although there are 
just as many who prefer their hearing aids to be 
fully automatic.  Consider whether you’d like the 
option of having an ear-level user control when you 
select the size of the hearing device.

• Water-resistance.  Most hearing devices 
today are much more protected against dust and 
moisture than hearing aids from even a few years 
ago.  While we still don’t recommend swimming 
with most hearing aids, if you accidentally get into 
the shower with them, they should be fine.  

• Your hearing healthcare provider.  
When selecting a hearing aid, know that it is not 
usually a single transaction.  Often, you’ll return 
to your provider several times to make sure the 
adjustments are just right for you.  It is important 
to choose a convenient hearing healthcare provider 
you trust so that you feel comfortable returning to 
the office and communicating your needs. 

Dr. Melissa Yunes of Hearing Associates 
of Northern Virginia is onsite at Riderwood every 
Wednesday.  If you think you might be in need of 
hearing help, contact her at (703) 748-3300 and ask 
for an appointment at Riderwood.

Tips for selecting 
a hearing aid

Have an idea for a TV program? Riderwood TV always welcomes 
suggestions. Contact Avedis Aghguiguian at 301-572-8457 or 

aaghguiguian@erickson.com. 

The Riderwood Reporter
The Riderwood Reporter aims to appeal to our 
diverse population. Our priority is to inform 
residents and staff about community news. Articles 
are accepted and edited at the discretion of the 

publisher, editors, and the Editorial Board. 

Editor-in-Chief
Associate Editors

Publisher
Associate Publishers

Proof Editors

Resident Writers

Chris Taydus
Avedis Aghguiguian
Robyn Hutson
Gary Hibbs
Mickey Thaxton
Dee Dee Gray-Weaver
Amy Hahn
Margaret Hart
Barbara Lampe
Jill Shindelman
Elizabeth White
Almeda Girod
Corrinne Lennox
Steve Mayer
Bob Merikangas
Martha Robinson

The Editorial Board establishes policies and 
procedures to effectively serve the community, 
publish The Reporter, and produce programming 

on Riderwood TV. 

Riderwood Media Editorial Board
Avedis Aghguiguian

Shirley Dearfield
Robyn Hutson
Bette Martin

Levern Allen
Fiona Divecha

Michelle Glodeck
Lew Rhodes

Chris Taydus

If you have any questions or would like to 
submit an article for the newspaper, please 
contact Editor-in-Chief Chris Taydus at 

ctaydus@erickson.com or 301-572-8328.

Submissions for the March edition of  
The Riderwood Reporter are due by 5:00 p.m. 

on Monday, February 12.
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By Suzan Wynne
RAC Liaison, Medical Center, Home Health/Home 
Support, and Arbor Ridge

Over the 
course of several 
months in 2017, the 
Resident Advisory 
Council considered 
whether to join 
other Erickson 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
in creating a 
Health Services 
C o m m i t t e e , 
a committee  
authorized in the 
constitution that 
set up the RAC. 

In November, a Health Services Committee was 
formed and had its first meeting. The committee is 
co-chaired by two members of the RAC: Carolyn 
Compton, liaison to Resident Life, and myself. 

Other resident members include Gail Boger, Winnie 
Coggins, Cynthia Cohen, Carole Cook, Greg 
Fernandoupulle, Henry Lefkowits, Nancy Liskey, 
Diane Matuszak, Guillermo Olivos and Linda 
Taylor.  Forthcoming subcommittees will be formed 
and include other residents. Contact any of the 
previously mentioned committee members if you 
have a concern relating to an aspect of health care or 
want to serve on a subcommittee.  

The mission of the committee is to support 
Erickson Living in its mission to provide Riderwood 
residents with access to appropriate high-quality 
health, mental health, and ancillary health services 
that enable residents to age in place in security and 
dignity. 

Goals of the committee will include 
receiving concerns about residents’ health care at 
Riderwood; sharing information, as appropriate, 
with management; sponsoring public forums and 
developing written materials about health care 
issues, and recommending improvements in the 
delivery of health-related services.

From the Resident Advisory Council

By Robyn Hutson
Member, CommUNITY Living Committee

The New Year represents a fresh start for 
many. Resolutions are set in place, which can evoke 
a sense of excitement and hope. Fitness and financial 
goals are created, among many other things that are 
measurable.

What about goals that are immeasurable, 
such as civility? How does one track one’s progress 
throughout the year with intangible principles, 
such as respect for others’ opinions, inclusivity, or 
acknowledgment? 

I believe the key principle that aids in 
achieving the others is paying attention. There is no 
record of the times that we have excluded someone 
from the group or even disingenuously included 
them. There is no list of all the moments in which 
we were not good listeners or did not give proper 
acknowledgement. There is no individualized data 
for the times we have slighted our neighbor with or 
without their knowledge. A resolution of civility is 

one that requires personal awareness, self-edification, 
and the willingness to pay attention to the things that 
are not obvious, simple, or measurable. 

Charles R. Swindoll once said, “The 
difference between something good and something 
great is attention to detail.” There are good people 
in this community, those who live by the golden 
rule and are able to make decisions in situations 
where the alternative is grossly stark. However, the 
complexity of our humanity leaves us susceptible to 
many gray areas. 

It is in those gray areas where civility can 
shine or be disregarded. Those are the moments 
that determine whether we are good people or great 
people.

Choosing Civility is Choosing Greatness

“Presence is the state of 
consciousness and the 

awareness of now.”  
- Eckhart Tolle

By Kevin Wilson
Manager, Transportation Department

The Riderwood Transportation Services 
department would like to thank everyone for using 
our services in 2017. The staff is always ready to 
help you with your transportation needs. To better 
acquaint residents with what is available, the 
following is a brief description of our services and 
hours of operations:

The Transportation office is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Nicky 
Wilson and Bob Porterfield will be happy to take 
your reservation requests either in the office or over 
the phone during those hours. The office is located 
on the Terrace level in Village Square between the 
hair salon and the medical center, and the phone 
number is 301-572-8358. 

Transportation offers top notch sedan 
services, with professional drivers ready to take 
you wherever you need to go. They can take you 
to doctors’ appointments, airports, train stations, 
Port of Baltimore, a day on the town, or any special 
occasions. Riderwood Transportation can also pick 
up family and friends to bring them to Riderwood 
for visits, and prices are below any taxi services 
in the area. Please remember though that while 
sedan services are available seven days a week this 
is based on availability, and we recommend that 
you contact Transportation as soon as possible to 
schedule sedan service. 

Besides sedan service, Transportation also 
offers an elite line of bus services that runs seven 
days a week to get you around the campus. The 
local shuttle runs from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., and 
the express shuttle runs from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m. There are also shuttles that go to various stores 
Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., to 
the local mall every Wednesday, and a free Metro 
ride on Tuesdays. Buses can also be available for 
private parties or affairs. 

Don’t forget about our wonderful Special 
Trips department, coordinated by Janet Birchfield, 
that organizes exciting trips to local events and 
attractions. Copies of the Special Trips calendar 
are available in the Transportation office or at the 
front desks of each community building. For more 
information on trips, contact Janet at 301-572-8471.

Make a New Year’s resolution to take a ride 
with Riderwood Transportation and take advantage 
of all the services available to you!

Learning about 
Transportation

By Mickey Thaxton
Associate Executive Director

In September 2017 
Riderwood’s Sustainability Committee 
entered into a partnership with the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) 
to support the Foundation in its 
efforts to achieve a healthier Bay and 
educate Riderwood residents about 
sustainability initiatives at the local, 
regional, and global levels.

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF), 
established in 1967, is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to develop “effective, science-based 
solutions to the pollution degrading the Chesapeake 
Bay and its rivers and streams. [Their] motto, ‘Save 
the Bay,’ is a regional rallying cry for pollution 
reduction throughout the Chesapeake’s six-state, 
64,000-square-mile watershed, which is home to 
more than 18 million people and 3,000 species of 

plants and animals.”
Continuing Riderwood’s 

partnership with the CBF, Foundation 
representatives will visit our 
community on Thursday, February 1. 
At 2:00 p.m. in Maryland Hall, they 
will present an update on the issues to 
be discussed during the 2018 Maryland 
legislative session that affect the Bay, 
its rivers, and streams. CBF’s principal 
focus this year is forest retention 
and strengthening the processes that 

contribute to retaining and increasing forestland.
To learn more about how you can 

become involved in furthering the Sustainability 
Committee’s efforts to make Riderwood a more 
“green” community, talk to a member of the 
Committee, follow the Sustainability Corner in the 
Riderwood Reporter, or attend the CBF presentation 
this month.

We hope to see you on February 1!

Sustainability Corner: CBF to 
provide legislative update

By Susan Rogers
Resident Writer

Have you seen these initials and wondered 
what they stood for?

The Friday Morning Music Club is a 
society of professional musicians, established in 
DC in the 1880’s, to promote classical music in the 
Washington area. The Society’s members do this by 
offering their professional services in the form of 
free concerts.

Riderwood has long benefited from the 
FMMC’s outreach. Three times a year, as part of 
the Performing Arts Council’s Classical program, 
we offer a free concert featuring performances by 
members of the Friday Morning Music Club.

And we have one of these free concerts 
coming up on March 4. So look for a poster 
advertising PAC and the FMMC. 

What is the FMMC?
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(continued from Page 1)
Levern Allen’s display committee 

will highlight the theme of “Looking Back, 
Moving Forward.” The displays, in Riderwood’s 
community buildings,  will feature material 
and information covering topics such as the 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) education program given in many 
colleges that seek to foster learning skills, 
inquiring minds, reasoning and collaboration 
skills. Mathematician Katherine Johnson will be 
featured here. Transportation is another theme 
which will highlight important figures ranging 
from A. Philip Randolph of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters to Astronauts Mae Jamison 
and Robert Mc Nair. Also shown will be business 
entrepreneurs, ranging from those who opened 
the first African American Insurance Company in 
1810 to Vanilla Beane, the famous milliner whose 
millinery shop is still open for business today in 
Washington, D.C. Mrs. Beane’s display will be in 
the Chapel display cases along with a display of 
praying hands.   

Throughout the month of February, 
Rebecca Griffin’s committee will carry on the 
work of the late Dorothy Stevens and present 
biographical highlights of well-known African 
American women on Riderwood TV. The 
programs will include biographies of notable 
women in the fields of transportation, politics, 
theatre, literary arts and sports. Some, like 
author Zora Neale Hurston and Senator Kamala 
Harris, may be better known than others such as 
Ernestine Shepherd, an 81-year old bodybuilder 
from Baltimore, MD.

Celebrating African 
American history at 
Riderwood

By Andrea Nicolls
Member, Diversity & Inclusion Committee

Did you know that the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico is part of the United States and that its 
residents are United States citizens? These and other 
important facets of information are freely shared 
by Riderwood resident Carmen Rosa Maymi.  A 
woman of many accomplishments, Carmen was 
born and spent her early childhood in Puerto Rico. 
She is also the first of several residents and staff to 
be interviewed as part of the “Tapestry of Tales” 
project organized by Riderwood’s Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee. These interviews will be 
shown on Riderwood TV throughout 2018.  The 
interviewees will share their families’ stories as they 
experienced the cultures of the New World to which 
their families had come. 

Carmen’s family settled in Chicago when 
she was 15. After graduating from high school, 
she earned her B.A. and M.A. degrees at DePaul 
University and pursued further graduate work at the 
University of Chicago. Beginning in high school and 
continuing throughout her long career, Carmen has 
been an English interpreter for local Latino groups, 
a community organizer who honed her skills when 
she studied with Saul Alinsky at the University of 
Chicago, and an employment counselor. 

Carmen was the only female Director 
of the Cabrini Housing Urban Project Center, 
an organization that worked to keep the peace 
and negotiate for service among various factions 
including alienated youth. Later when Presidents 
Kennedy and Johnson expanded the anti-poverty 
program, Carmen was recruited to help contain all 
anti-poverty programs and services in one building. 
With Senate confirmation and appointments by 
Presidents Nixon and Ford, Carmen became the first 
Latina to serve as Director of the Women’s Bureau 
in the Department of Labor in 1973 where she 

helped get the Equal Pay Act for Federal Employees 
passed. She was also appointed a representative to 
the United Nations Committee on Humanitarian 
Affairs and became a member of their Committee 
on Finance. She oversaw the implementation of 
the Percy Amendment that sought to direct monies 
in certain countries to the welfare of women and 
children rather than the political establishment that 
favored having monies for war.

Before she came to Riderwood three years 
ago, Carmen lived in Silver Spring, Maryland for 
31 years. However, after experiencing a snowstorm, 
Carmen decided it was time to move. Eventually she 
chose Riderwood because she liked the friendliness 
of its people, the beauty of its campus, and the 
numerous organized activities.

A residents previous humanitarian efforts resonate today
By Corrinne Lennox
Resident Writer

“Everybody 
needs a niche and 
this is mine,” says 
Stephanie Campos, 
medical specialist, 
at the Riderwood 
Medical Center in 
Village Square. A 
graduate of Bowie 
State College and a 
Riderwood employee 
for nearly two years, 
Stephanie feels sure 
she is in the right 
place.  Most areas of 
her extensive resume 
concern helping others. 

“I was an only child,” she says, “but 
was surrounded by others in our tight-knit D.C. 
community. There, I learned that you can’t have 
what only you want.”

While still in high school, Stephanie 
worked for Habitat for Humanity where first she 
painted houses in Maryland and later reviewed the 
suitability of potential Louisiana building sites after 
the Hurricane Katrina floods of 2005.

After her work with Habitat, Stephanie 
joined the Best Buddies program, a national 
organization which pairs able-bodied persons with 
children with disabilities. 

“I learned sign language to work with one 
hearing-impaired child, and helped another afflicted 
with cerebral palsy.”

 “Still,” she said, “I hadn’t yet found my 
niche.”

Then, in 2016, Stephanie’s mother became 
ill, and was treated in Arbor Ridge at Riderwood. 
Wanting to stay close, Stephanie searched for 
another profession. “I knew many health workers 
were of Hispanic origin, so I thought I could be of 
assistance working in Riderwood as a translator. 

“My mother recovered,” she said, “but I 
became a permanent employee of Riderwood.”

Now, as a medical specialist in the medical 
center, Stephanie has become a self-appointed 
advocate for the residents at Riderwood. 

“I like to think I make a positive contribution 
here,” she says. “I want the residents to feel welcome 
and I train the people I work with to be like me.” 

“They don’t have to be all happy and chirpy 
like me,” she notes, “but I do tell them they must 
greet everyone. They need to remember that the 
residents have us in their home. We are their guests.”

Finding your niche

Use the clues and try to identify the resident 
pictured above. Turn to page 7 to learn the 
answer and to find out just how well you 
know your fellow residents! Would you 
like to be featured in future editions of the 
newspaper? Contact a resident writer for 
more information.
• I was born in Montreal, Canada but my 
family moved to Silver Spring in 1949. 
• I live in Charles Terrace.
• Before I retired, I worked in advertising for 
most of my life.
• Most of my hobbies revolve around 
entertainment including reading about 
performers, producing shows, and even 
performing myself. 
• You can frequently find me promoting 
upcoming PAC shows on Riderwood TV. 
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By Paula Butler
Manager, Fitness Center

Getting older is associated with a 
decline in daily functional ability and mobility, 
but it’s been proven that maintaining an active 
lifestyle can minimize this decline. With three 
fitness centers, an indoor swimming pool, 
walking paths encircling peaceful ponds, and a 
plethora of resident-run sport groups, it’s easy to 
incorporate physical activity into your daily life 
at Riderwood. 

The Fitness Team strives to make it 
even easier by offering Group Exercise classes 
to residents all over the campus. Riderwood’s 
Group Exercise classes provide structure and 
guidance, so participants perform the right 
exercises safely, with the added benefits of social 
connectedness and motivation from their peers.  
Every level of fitness is welcome in all classes, 
and there is a class for everyone — Chair Tai Chi, 
Chair Yoga, Total Body Fitness, Seated Core, 
Gentle Stretch and Cardio & Strength Circuit.  
Residents may try out any class for free to see if 

they like it before enrolling in a Group Exercise 
Membership.  Starting in 2018, in addition to the 
“unlimited classes for $24/month” option, there 
is a “Limited Group Exercise Membership” 
option, where residents may take up to two 
classes per week for $14/month.  

The Fitness Team also offers an 8-week 
Balance class for residents who want to 
strengthen their muscles and systems, which, 
when weak, may contribute to falls. This class is 
offered several times per year, and the $100 fee 
includes 16 sessions in addition to pre- and post- 
assessments. Erickson Advantage members may 
take this class each year for free.  

For more information on how to improve 
overall wellness, whether exercising alone or in 
a group, along with exercise and nutrition tips, 
motivational snippets, and health and wellness 
events happening on campus, pick up a copy 
of the Fitness Team’s new newsletter, Well & 
Informed.  Both the newsletter and the Group 
Exercise class schedule are available at all Fitness 
Centers or call Fitness Manager Paula Butler at  
301-572-8333 for more information.

Getting fit with group exercise classes

By Pat Bursley
Resident AARP Tax Preparer

The Riderwood AARP Tax-Aide is a free 
tax preparation service available to residents and 
staff. We don’t deny service to anyone. 

All of Riderwood’s preparers are volunteers 
and come from many backgrounds. Most of us 
are retired and find this a rewarding way to pay 
back after long and varied careers. Currently, four 
are volunteer Riderwood residents and four are 
non-resident volunteers from off campus. We are 
trained in most aspects of personal income tax law 
and are certified by the IRS each year. However, 
there are some complex income sources such as 
limited partnerships, rental property, and home 
offices that aren’t covered by our training. For 
them you may need a professional preparer. 

We provide our services on campus during 
February, March and through mid-April. We work 
by appointment only, giving priority to prior 
year clients. There still are a few appointments 
available that can be made by calling Gerri Perry 
in the Resident Life Office at 301-572-8339.

When you come in, your assigned 
counselor will review your tax information and 
prepare your return. Then, a second person will 
review the work done to assure that it is correct 

before e-filing your return and giving you a 
printed copy.

There is no charge for our services as 
we are all volunteers and our equipment is either 
our own or is provided by the IRS or donations 
to the AARP Foundation. Riderwood provides 
us a work space as a public service. You can, of 
course, acknowledge our support with a donation 
to one of Riderwood’s charitable funds but we 
cannot take personal donations. 

Your information is secure. It stays in your 
possession, and we keep none of your information 
at the site. Our local computers must pass rigid 
security tests, which includes your return being 
prepared over an encrypted connection at a 
remote location and electronically filed from that 
location.

Are there other choices?
There are several places to prepare your 

own taxes on-line if your return is relatively 
simple. The IRS provides a site, http://www.
myfreetaxes.com, for that purpose if your income 
is under $62,000. (Sorry, we can’t make specific 
recommendations for other free or professional 
services but check the IRS web site “Choose a Tax 
Professional” for more information).

Prepping for your AARP tax prep

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Ruby Borzekowski heard from her Nana, 
resident Annette Graubart, about a Game Night 
at Riderwood. She started attending a year ago 
“and soon got the hang of it” and began helping. 
Ruby, a seventh grader at Takoma Park Middle 
School, needs 75 Student Serving Learning 
hours to graduate from high school and has 
been keeping a log and submitting the hours 
spent with the Riderwood group.

Ruby is the youngest of three siblings 
and, other than a short stint in Israel, has 
lived in nearby Takoma Park. Takoma Park is 
known for diversity and Ruby has friends from 
Ethiopia, Spain, Cameroon, and Venezuela. 
Ruby describes this little community as having 
everything within walking distance. 

She tries to attend as many Game 
Nights as possible, although heavy school 
load and being on the Dive team occasionally 
interferes. She is on the National Team through 
Montgomery Dive Club and dives three hours a 

day, six days a week. She has aspirations for the 
Olympics.

Annette along with Dick and Nancy 
Pawliger had the vision of an evening group 
where folks could play games together. Dick 
says that Scattergories is among the favorites. 
Their goal is to have fun and be able to laugh 
together.

Riderwood residents are invited to come 
and join the group when they meet on the second 
and fourth Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Center Craft Room.

Ruby notes “You can have a huge amount 
of fun and learn new things playing games. For 
me, I’ve made friends, seen crazy drawings 
(Pictionary) and heard great renditions of Tony 
Bennett’s ‘I Left My Heart in San Francisco.’”

And it’s not just board games that have 
impacted Ruby: The activist nature of the 
Riderwood residents inspired Ruby and her 
classmates to wear signs protesting Styrofoam 
trays in their cafeteria with the result that 
recyclable materials now being used thanks to 
their demonstration. 

Game group helps resident bond with granddaughter

Resident Annette Graubart and her granddaughter 
Ruby Borzekowski before a recent Game Night event

Welcome 
Home New
Residents

The following new residents have 
moved in to Riderwood between 
December 19th & January 23rd

Robert & Jerry 
Thomas (CL)

Silver Spring, MD

Nicolai Timenes (MS) Bethesda, MD

Marvin & Ellen 
Cantor (FC)

Fairfax, VA

Doug & Marie Bolt (HS) Beltsville, MD

Carol Colloton (OP) Chevy Chase, MD

Tina Yee (PV) Beltsville, MD

Barbara Vance (WC) Bel Air, MD

Jack & Elaine Hessler (FC) Gaithersburg, MD

Marion Newman (HS) Flushing, NY

Gordon & Angenette 
Wood (OP)

Upper 
Marlboro, MD

David Ehrenfeld (HS) Highland Park, NJ

Bernard Slosberg (KC) Chevy Chase, MD

Mary Chor (KC) Chevy Chase, MD

Arthur & Lorelle 
Chausmer (MG)

Laurel, MD

Christa Siems (OP) East Hanover, NJ

Reathel Parks (HS) Lanham, MD

Laurie Mitchell (VP) Etowah, NC

Barbara Studley (MG) Boynton 
Beach, FL

Rose Crenca (CT) Silver Spring, MD

Lillian Durham (FC) Washington, DC
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Conversation with Administration
By Mickey Thaxton, Associate Executive Director

Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” 
at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 15 in Lakeside Commons’ Encore Theater.                                

 
These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. 

They also help Administration understand what we can do to improve service to residents.  
Transcripts of questions and answers from the meeting may be rephrased for this column in the Reporter without changing the 

accuracy of the information presented.

The following reflects the highlights of Conversation with Administration conducted in December:

Announcements: 
• We have received the results of the Resident 
Satisfaction Survey. Our goal is to review the data 
and determine our strengths and areas where we can 
improve. We will look for trends, develop a plan 
of action for 2018 and report our findings in the 
upcoming State of the Community address, to be held 
on February 21 at 2:00 p.m. in Maryland Hall. Look 
for more information to come.
• In updates with our Resident Life department, 
members of our Social Work team will have new 
titles. The new title is Resident Services Coordinator. 
Their role and responsibilities will be the same and the 
position will continue to require the same licensure. 
• In updates with our General Services, we have 
put salt bins and scoops outside at each entrance to 
the buildings. Please feel free to use the salt on any 
problem areas you see. In our housekeeping updates, 
through our Wheels for the World charity drive, we 
donated an extensive number of wheelchairs, roll-
a-tors, walkers, canes, and other durable medical 
equipment to those less fortunate. In our maintenance 
and engineering departments, we have received our 
first shipment of individual residential heat pumps, 
which will be installed to replace our older units. 
The coils in the new heat pumps are much more 
eco-friendly and will make our heating units much 
more efficient. In updates to our Transportation 
Department, we will be changing how we distribute 
the Special Trips calendar. In lieu of cubby stuffing 
the calendars, we will have them available at the front  

desks for residents to pick up. This is also more eco-
conscious and will reduce paper consumption. Our 
Security Department wants you to please have our 
security telephone number in your cell phone in case 
of an emergency. The number is 301-572-8391. This 
will facilitate security’s response to you wherever you 
are on campus.
• In updates from our Sales Department, we continue 
to have a strong year. We finished 2017 with 225 
settlements. We will end the year with around 96% 
occupancy. We have 35 to 40 prospective residents 
who are in the process of reserving apartments. 
Thanks to all of our dedicated residents who are our 
best ambassadors.
• We will be implementing a new service called 
the White Glove program. We want to ensure that 
we deliver the best possible service to residents. 
Maintenance technicians will now wear booties when 
they enter your apartment. This will help protect 
your carpets. If they need to touch your walls and 
cabinets they will wear gloves. They will have tarps 
available to them in situations where larger areas must 
be protected. Now, when you call General Services, 
you will talk to a coordinator assigned to your 
community building. That staff member will be able 
to address any work order request — housekeeping, 
maintenance, plumbing, — or anything else. You 
will receive further information shortly including a 
magnet with the appropriate phone numbers to keep 
on your refrigerator.

Questions and comments by Residents:

1. If a truck is blocking my ability to move my car 
what can I do?  
Please call security and we will have an officer find 
the driver to move the vehicle. 

2. I would like to compliment security on the 
great job they do.  
Thank you for your kind words.   

3. Can the outside campus signage be improved? 
We will look into this suggestion. We are also 
looking at ways to effectively distribute maps to 
visitors.

4. When will the new mailboxes and cubbies be 
available in Town Center?  
Our vendors are working on appropriate labels for 
the mailboxes and cubbies. Once they have correct 
labels on them, we will switch from the old boxes to 
the new ones. New keys will then be distributed for 
the mailboxes. Look for more information to come.   

5. Can you give us an update on the window 
washing?  
We will start the window washing again in the 
spring.  

6. I would like to thank dining for the additional 
delicious vegetarian entrées offered in the dining 
rooms.  
Thank you for your kind words.

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Bob Doyle, a 
member of Circle Fellowship 
Church, was attending 
service this summer when 
Pastor Lisa Holloway rode 
in on a PET (Personal 
Energy Transport) cart. 
Lisa explained that the carts 
were built and delivered, 
free of charge, to people in 
developing countries who 
have lost the use of their legs 
or feet due to birth defects, 
polio, diabetes, spinal cord 
injuries, land mines or war.

In 1994, the 
Reverend Larry Hills, a 
Methodist Missionary in 
Zaire, Africa first noted the 
need for these three-wheeled, 
rugged off-road wheelchairs, powered by hand 
cranks, capable of going anywhere. Through 
Larry’s and others’ efforts, the PET Mobility 
Project was founded in 1995. More than 65,000 
PET’s have been distributed in 104 countries.

Bob remembers feeling an instant 
connection to Pastor Holloway’s PET cart as he 
observed the wood work. He thought that if the 
Riderwood Woodshop could get financing for the 
wood, their equipment and ability could help to 
contribute to this project.

Bob made the 100 mile trip to PET Carlisle, 
Inc. in Mt. Holly Springs, Pa along with fellow 

Wood Shop members Jack 
McMahon and Gerry Loftus. 
They returned committed 
to this project and have 
since made two trips back, 
delivering enough finished 
wood pieces to construct fifty 
PET carts.

The Riderwood 
Wood Shop is committed 
to making these PET carts 
while Riderwood Village, 
Circle Fellowship Church, 
and the Association of 
Woodcrafters all support 
this project with donations 
to help defray wood cost. A 
PET cart will be displayed 
sequentially in community 
building lobbies with 

information concerning how 
residents may contribute to 
this project. All contributions 

to this project are tax deductible. 
The Wood Shop commitment to PET 

Carlisle is for every twenty-five people who donate 
$25.00, there will be twenty-five PET carts built 
for the needy people somewhere in the world.

Bob stresses, “The Wood Shop is only 
limited in the number of carts that they can produce 
by the lack of finances.” 

So please, donate to “Give the Gift of 
Mobility” to others. Questions may be directed 
to either Bob Doyle at 301-328-7598, Gerry 
Loftus, at 301-273-9163, or Jack McMahon at  
301-890-8743.

Resident help make carts for people in need

An example of one of the PET carts that the 
Riderwood Wood Shop is helping to make.

By Michael Miller
President, Riderwood Democratic Club

Congressman John 
Sarbanes will meet with 
Riderwood residents on 
February 21 at 3:00 p.m. 
in the Encore Theater. 
Congressman Sarbanes 
represents Maryland’s 
Third Congressional 
District, which includes the 
Montgomery County section 
of Riderwood. He has served 
in the U.S. Congress since 2007 and currently is on 
the House Committee on Energy and Commerce and 
the Subcommittee on Health and the Subcommittee 
on Energy and Power. Since 2017, he has chaired 
the Democracy Reform Task Force, a bold effort in 
the House of Representatives to build a government 
that puts public interest ahead of special interests.

Born and raised in Baltimore, Congressman 
Sarbanes has experience working in the private, 
public and nonprofit sectors. He and his family 
live in Towson, giving him the opportunity to drive 
home every night and hear from people he serves in 
Congress. Listening to their concerns allows him to 
better represent Maryland and has shaped his work 
in the House of Representatives.  He looks forward 
to hearing from Riderwood residents. 

This event is sponsored by the Riderwood 
Village Democratic Club. We invite everyone to 
attend, regardless of political affiliation.

Congressman Sarbanes 
to visit Riderwood
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By Ed Vilade
Member, Earth 
Day Planning 
Committee

Got a 
favorite hat? 
One you use 
for gardening, 
hiking, sports-
watching, maybe 
even cooking? 
Well, prepare 
to dig it out and 
don it on April 25 in the Riderwood Earth Day Hat 
Parade. The 2:30 p.m. event, featuring bonnets, 
boaters, beanies and other lids used in any kind of 
outdoor or ecology-related activity, will be a feature 
of Earth Day festivities. A well-known Riderwood 
singer may even introduce the parade. Contact 
Becky Hedin in Hampton Square if you want to be 

part of the official parade.
The theme for this year’s Earth Day 

celebration at Riderwood is “Your Earth: Do Your 
Part” and Riderwood’s planning committee is 
developing a multi-day agenda of presentations and 
events designed to inform and entertain. These will 
include booths staffed by Riderwood conservation. 
sustainability and outdoor groups. We will also 
feature  animal demonstrations and will have outside 
exhibitors such as the Sierra Club and the Audubon 
Naturalist Society.

 While most of the activities, including 
the Hat Parade and the annual jewelry show, will 
take place on April 25, the days leading up to the 
main event will also have other features.  Killer 
Hurricanes, a NOVA film, is planned to be shown on 
April 19 at 7 p.m. in the Encore Theatre. On April 
23, a speaker from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
will appear in Montgomery Station’s Chesapeake 
Room. Other events will be announced when they 
are finalized.

Hat parade tops Earth Day Celebration agenda

By Tracy Fowlkes, CPT
Coordinator, Fitness Center

Calling all miniature golfers!  The Fourth 
Annual Winter Putterland Tournament will be 
taking place on Wednesday, February 21 from 10:00 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the Charlestown Retirement 
Community.  

Charlestown, Ashby Ponds, Oak Crest and 
Riderwood will be competing for the trophy.  The 
tournament brings our sister communities together 
and is a great way to socialize, make new friends 
and have fun while playing 18 holes of miniature 
golf, all indoors!   Last year, Riderwood was in first 

place and brought home the trophy. We need your 
support to be the champions again.  

To enter, a $25.00 fee is required.  This 
includes the entry fee for 18 holes of miniature 
golf, delicious hot lunch, transportation to and from 
Charlestown, and of course the first place travelling 
trophy, 

50/50 raffle tickets available for $10 each for 
a chance to win $1,000 and fabulous raffle baskets

Show your support and help Riderwood 
bring home the trophy again this year! For more 
information, or to register to play, go to any fitness 
center or contact Tracy Fowlkes at 301-628-3636.  
The deadline to enter is Friday, February 9, 2018.

Riderwood prepares to defend Winter Putterland title

The winning Riderwood team from the 2017 Winter Putterland Mini-Golf Tournament at Charlestown in 
Catsonville, MD      (Photo courtesy of Emily Fowler)

By Michael Miller
President, Riderwood Democratic Club

How one understands and interprets the 
Constitution is at the center of the most contentious 
political issues dividing Americans today. Our 
Constitution is constantly being praised, cited, and 
appealed to by people of all political persuasions. 
But how well do we know what it actually says? For 
many of us, it’s been a long time since we studied 
it and we could probably use a refresher course. In 

response, the Riderwood League of Women Voters 
has developed a 10-week course titled “Know 
Your Constitution” providing a non-partisan look 
at how the Constitution was developed, our rights 
and responsibilities under it, and its meaning for us 
today. 

During the first seven weeks, presenters 
will systematically review the Constitution from 
the Preamble through the 26 amendments. The final 
three weeks of the class will explain the organization 
and structure of Maryland state government and the 
governments of Prince George’s and Montgomery 
counties. Each 90-minute session will be led by 
a different presenter (including both Riderwood 
residents and outside experts) ensuring a variety 
of viewpoints and allowing sufficient time for 
discussion. 

The course will meet on Thursdays from 
2:30 – 4:00 p.m. in the Village Square Music Room. 
The first session is February 8 and the last is April 
26 (there will be no class on March 1 or April 5). 
Cost of the class is $5.00 to cover course materials. 
Enrollment is limited to 35 participants due to room 
size. To reserve a place in the course, contact Ruth 
Sachs at sachsmd11@yahoo.com or 301-960-9755. 

How well do you “Know Your Constitution?”

The U.S. Constituion on display at the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C. (National Archives; 
photo, Hugh Talman)

By the Continuing Education Committee

To help residents taking PGCC classes to 
have a more rewarding experience and with the 
Choosing Civility initiative in mind, the Continuing 
Education Committee has developed the following 
set of directives:

1. Only residents who register and pay the 
SAGE fee for that term may attend a PGCC class. 
There are two types of registrants:  Enrollees who 
have signed up for a specific class and standbys 
who have not signed up for a specific class but have 
paid the trimester registration fee and may wish 
to attend. In some classes with sequential content 
like computers or foreign languages, a teacher may 
choose to exclude standbys.

2. Enrollees in a class have priority in 
seating for that class. Standbys are welcome to take 
empty seats for that session, with permission of the 
teacher.  Standby residents must line up at the door 
outside the class. At a signal from the teacher, they 
can be seated, first come, first served.

3. An enrollee may bump a seated standby 
only if the class has not yet started.

4. As a courtesy, all residents should be 
prompt, especially those requiring special seating.  
Respect a Do NOT Disturb sign if posted on the 
door once the class has begun.  If the set-up staff is 
still prepping the classroom, everyone should wait 
outside. 

5. Safety guidelines must be observed.  No 
one may stand or sit on tables, window ledges, or 
elsewhere.  No walkers, wheelchairs or scooters 
may block aisles or be left in the hallways.   As 
appropriate, designated open areas in each lecture 
style classroom will be reserved for residents in 
walkers, wheelchairs, or scooters.  Please comply 
with requests from teachers and class monitors.

6. A maximum class size or head count 
is limited by teachers’ preferences for content, 
classroom dimensions and safety guidelines.  Staff 
members set up each room to meet these limits. No 
extra chairs may be added. The total student head 
count in the room must not exceed the class limits 
set in the catalog. 

7. Aides, family members or guests who 
escort residents to class may remain to assist 
residents in exercise or studio art classes as long 
as there is space for extra people in the room head 
count after enrollees and standbys are seated and 
the teacher agrees. 

8. If guests occasionally wish to accompany 
residents to class, as a courtesy they should be 
introduced to the teacher. If the teacher agrees 
and if there is room in the class head count after 
enrollees and standbys are seated, then these guests 
may remain.

9. Cell phones should be OFF or turned to 
vibrate only during class.

Directives for Safety and 
Civility in PGCC Classes

The answer to Who Am I on Page 4 is 

Norm Gordon
Contact a member of the Riderwood Reporter staff 

if you’d like to be featured in Who Am I.
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By Margaret Hays
Producer, Performing Arts Council

Are you ready for a new Riderwood musical 
experience? Plan to attend a new combination of 
instruments in our 2017-2018 Classical Concert 
Series, to be held in the Riderwood Chapel, on 
Sunday, Feb. 11, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. Saxophonist 
Doug O’Connell accompanied by pianist Natalia 
Kazaryan will combine to perform music by Ravel, 
Glazunov, and others. We have learned to enjoy the 
lovely tones of the saxophone in previous classical 
concerts presented by the Washington Saxophone 
Quartet. This concert will involve solo saxophone 
accompanied by piano.

O’Connor holds music degrees from the 
University of Maryland and the Eastman School of 
Music. He has also served as a saxophonist with the 
United States Naval Academy Band. Kazarkyan is 
from Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia. She has studied 
several places including the Julliard School of 
Music.

Season ticket subscribers to the Classical 
Concerts just need to appear at the chapel to 
attend the performance. For those without season 
subscriptions, $5.00 tickets will be sold at the door.

Second PAC 
Classical Concert 
coming in February

By Cathy Pasternak
Producer, Performing Arts Council

The Performing Arts 
Council proudly presents the 
Akhmedova Ballet Academy for a 
return performance which will be a 
Valentine’s Day delight on February 
16, 2017 in the Encore Theater at 
7:30pm

The Akhmedova Ballet 
Academy Professional Training 
Program dancers will bring a variety 
of classical, contemporary, and folk 
dances to Riderwood. The love of dance promises 
to be as stunning and delightful as previous 
performances.

The Founder and Artistic Director Madame 
Jacqueline Akhmedova’s professional career of 
more than 20 years includes principal dancer with 
the Bolshoi Ballet in Tashkent, the Munich State 

Opera, and the Vienna State Opera. 
After retiring as a professional 
dancer she started a professional 
training program and taught 
extensively. For two years, Madame 
Akhmedova was ballet master for 
City Dance Ensemble and the City 
Dance Conservatory Ballet Program 
at Strathmore Center for the Arts.

The Akhmedova Ballet 
Academy is dedicated to providing 
the finest quality ballet training 
utilizing the Vaganova Method with 
personal and artistic mentoring to 

prepare young talented dancers to become strong 
and fully developed artists ready to take their places 
in major dance companies around the world.

Tickets are $5.00 and will be on sale in 
all dining room lobbies on Monday and Tuesday 
February 12 and 13 from 4 to 6 p.m. You don’t want 
to miss this performance!

Local ballet academy brings 
a love of dance to campus

By Lorraine Priestley
Member, Riderwood Night Owls

Once again the Night Owls invite everyone 
to experience the Spirit of Ireland by the Irishman’s 
Chorale on Saturday, March 3, 2018 in the Encore 
Theatre from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Irishman’s Chorale “Amhra’nai Na 
Gaeilge” is a group from the Baltimore area that 
will serenade us with beautiful traditional Irish 
songs and ballads. As in past years, the Irishman’s 
Chorale has helped put us in the Spirit of Ireland as 
we prepare to celebrate the upcoming St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

Tickets are $5.00 and will be on sale in all 
Dining Areas on Thursday, February 22, Monday, 
February 26, and Thursday, March 1 from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Tickets will also be sold at the door on 
Saturday, March 3. Come and enjoy the concert 
where everyone can be Irish! 

The Irishman’s Chorale 
returns to Riderwood

By Lorraine Priestley
Member, Riderwood Night Owls

The Night Owls invite you and your 
friends to join us in celebration of Mardi Gras 
on Friday, February 9 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in 
Maryland Hall. 

It will be an evening of music for both 
singing and dancing to celebrate the upcoming 
Mardi Gras parade in New Orleans. We will 
have our own parade to “When the Saints 
Come Marching In.” Traditional colored beads 
and masks will be provided. Personal Mardi 
Gras costumes are also welcomed. Music will 
be provided by Mike Surratt, an entertainer and 
keyboard artist back by popular demand.

The cover charge is $10.00 per person 
and includes appetizers. A cash bar will be 
available. Tickets will be on sale in all dining 
lobbies on Thursday, February 1, Monday, 
February 5 and Tuesday, February 6. 

Reservations under one name can be 
made for either tables of four or ten. Please 
call Tom Kelley at (301)755-6164 with any 
question or to order tickets.

Night Owls celebrate 
Mardi Gras

By Ray Roth
Director, GraceNotes & Gentlemen Songsters

Riderwood has had many dedicated 
volunteers, both past and present. Phyllis Vanden 
Berg is one of the present ones with 14 years of 
experience. Her interest in music, both instrumental 
and vocal, began in elementary school and 
continued into college. Here at Riderwood, she took 
over the resident sing-alongs from their originator, 
Mary Lou Butler. She was particularly pleased in 
the number of men who enjoyed singing.

In the succeeding 14 years she has purchased 
and prepared all the sing-along materials, provided 
the planning and publicity, and led the bi-weekly 
events. She is due a sincere thank you!

With this in mind, please join the 
GraceNotes and the Gentlemen Songsters in “A 
Thank You Sing-Along” in Encore Theater on 
Sunday, February 18, at 3:00 p.m. to show our 
appreciation for Phyllis’s efforts over the years.
Participants will sing 20 popular songs of the 1950s. 
Teddi Kaplan will be the accompanist and Ray Roth 
will be the song leader. If you would enjoy singing 
the pop songs of the 50s, we have room for about 
250 happy, thankful people.

Saying thank you 
through song

George E. Markham FC 12/15
Dorothea Zeis OG 12/17
Gloria Sartori CT 12/17
Robert Wallace CL 12/17
Robert Jackson CL 12/18
Jeannette Murphy OG 12/22
Kenneth Klingebiel OG 12/26
Jeanne Young MS 12/27
Evelyn Royal ET 12/28
Charles Rath ET 12/29
Mary Ann Wrigley GV 12/31
Barbara Doyle WC 12/31
Charlotte Gilchrist VP 1/2
Lila Lo ET 1/2
Herman Badler GV 1/2
Jeanne Schwartz WC 1/4
Francine Richter BG 1/4
Jean Rinaldo CC 1/4
Mildred Bain BG 1/7
Irma Hughes HG 1/7
Ruth Watkins KC 1/8
Richard Good GV 1/8
Beulah Nielsen ET 1/8
Bertha Titus CL 1/11
Margaret Guttmann OG 1/12
Joseph Graham OG 1/12
Boroch Helene MG 1/13
Millie Pelleu RC 1/15
Virginia Cushing RC 1/16
Marvin Cantor FC 1/16
Esther McGuire RC 1/17
Joan Friberg PV 1/18
Morton Shapiro CT 1/18
Josephine Hossick OG 1/19
Helen S. Austin OG 1/19
Louise Marie Young MG 1/23

The following residents passed away 
between December 15th 

& January 23rd


