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Riderwood TV welcomes Production 
Coordinator Courtney Coombs
By Chris Taydus
Community TV and A/V 
Manager

Riderwood TV is 
excited to welcome its newest 
staff member: Community 
TV Production Coordinator 
Courtney Coombs. Courtney 
started at the TV studio on 
Monday, March 19 and will 
be responsible for helping 
Community TV & A/V 
Manager Chris Taydus and 
the other Community TV 
Production Coordinator, Avedis 
Aghguiguian, with the day to 
day operations of Riderwood 
TV, the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper, and the 
campus Audio/Visual equipment. 

Courtney comes to us with six years of 
video and entertainment production experience 
including a Bachelor of Arts degree with a double 
major in Linguistics  and Media Studies & 
Production from Temple University in Philadelphia, 
PA graduating Summa Cum Laude in December 
of 2014. She most recently worked with Fairfax 
Public Access television operating studio camera 
for live & live-to-tape productions, operating video 
and audio boards, and floor directing their various 
productions.

The project that Courtney is most proud of 
in her video production career was a documentary 
she produced with four classmates in college 
titled In Memoriam. The short documentary 
details the history, abandonment, and ongoing 
restoration of Mount Moriah Cemetery located in 

Southwest Philadelphia. The 
cemetery is the final resting 
place of Betsy Ross, former 
Philadelphia mayors George 
Connell and William Burns 
Smith, and several Medal of 
Honor recipients. “A lot of the 
other groups [in the class] did 
pieces on relationships and cell 
phones,” Courtney recounts, 
“so I was really proud that ours 
had a deeper meaning than just 
what was on the surface.”

Behind the scenes 
wasn’t always Courtney’s plan 
though. “I went to college 
originally with the intention 
of being a news reporter,” she 

says, “…but I realized I didn’t enjoy that as much 
and became more interested in the behind the 
scenes aspects of [television production].” Though, 
the weekly Riderwood Reporter TV News program 
may give her the chance to continue pursuing 
behind the scenes production with a bit of the news 
reporter role she started out following. 

Regardless of the project, Courtney is 
thrilled to be at Riderwood and ready to work with 
the residents and staff. “I’m excited to meet people 
and hear their stories. There are so many things for 
residents to do and a lot of people are excited to 
get involved,” she reveals. “That excitement gets 
me enthusiastic to see what makes everyone at 
Riderwood happy.”

You can contact Courtney by stopping by 
the Riderwood TV Studio in Lakeside Commons, 
by calling her at 301-628-3601, or e-mail at  
Courtney.coombs@erickson.com. 

Resident’s work continues to impact 
the international physics world
By Corrinne Lennox
Resident Writer

Oscar W. (Wally) Greenberg is a 
theoretical physicist and a published poet as 
well.  Greenberg, who has lived in Riderwood 
for more than two years, is a graduate of Rutgers 
and Princeton University, from which he received 
his Ph.D.  He was a Professor of Physics at the 
University of Maryland, College Park for 54 
years until his retirement two years ago.

While a graduate student at Princeton, 
he had tea with Einstein in his home on Mercer 
Street.  He published a poem, “Mercer Street,” 
about that visit. That encounter was one of five 
Wally had with Einstein, including introducing 
him at his last talk. 

In 1964, Wally was a member of the 
Institute for Advanced Study.  In that year, quarks 
were proposed as the smallest particles which 
form protons and neutrons.  Virtually no one 
believed in the existence of quarks because it 
contradicted a fundamental law of physics, known 
as the Exclusion Principle. Also, in 1964, Wally 
proposed a way to reconcile the existence of 
quarks with the Exclusion Principle by proposing 

a new three-valued charge, colloquially called 
“color.” At the same time he made a table of 
predictions of experiments that would confirm 
“color.” 

Physicists were skeptical of “color,” 
because nobody had ever heard of a three-valued 
charge.  Wally showed his “color” theory paper 
to J. Robert Oppenheimer, the Director of the 
Institute for Advanced Study.  A week later 
Oppenheimer said, “Greenberg, it’s beautiful!” 

“I was ecstatic,” Wally said.  Then 
Oppenheimer paused and continued, “but I don’t 
believe a word of it.” Nobel Prize winners, such as 
Steven Weinberg, also did not believe in “color” 
at the time.

It was only after 10 years, when the 
experiments that Wally proposed confirmed 
his theory of “color,” that it was universally 
accepted by the scientific community.“Color” 
is one of the two basic components of quantum 
chromodynamics (QCD), of the standard model 
of elementary particles.

In 2014, an international conference was 
held to celebrate 50 years of quarks and “color”.  
It was attended by the world’s leading particle 
physicists.

Group’s knitting 
assists around 
the world
By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

“Many hands make light work” is an 
adage based on a quotation from Proverbs.  This 
is true for the 30-plus Needlecrafters who meet 
weekly to create lovely items that are used for 
needy causes.  

Articles are sold at the November Arts & 
Craft Fair with 15 percent of the proceeds given 
to Riderwood’s Benevolent Care Fund, and the 
remainder used to buy new and novel yarns to 
augment donated supplies. Nearly 1000 pieces of 
the knitted and crocheted works are distributed to 
12 charitable groups both local as well as more 
far-reaching including two Native American 
reservations.

Doris Burlingame reports that the group 
began soon after Riderwood opened. Peggy Zee 
took on the leadership in 2016, and the membership 
has grown as the workload is distributed.  The 
potato chip scarf is one of the easier projects and 
yet looks complex.  Another must-do project is 
the diagonal blanket, which starts with five cast-
on stitches and adds a stitch at the beginning of 
each subsequent row.  The result is a beautiful 
blanket of the desired size with a decorative edge.

The Needlecrafters meet 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 
p.m. each Tuesday in the MST Craft Room.  Any 
“needle activity” is welcome. The meeting begins 
with a “show and tell” of completed articles. Most 
of the women report that they knit or crochet 
daily and that this is “good relaxation,” adding 
that knitters “never get bored.” Pat Davis says 
that knitting is a good activity while watching 
Jeopardy. Else Lundsager has the longest knitting 
history, having begun 87 years ago when as a 
six-year old she was homebound with diphtheria.  
Esther Nichols, who is 99, began needlework 
85 years ago.  The women recruit new members 
by asking people that they meet “Do you knit?”  
Often the response is “Yes, waaay back.”  An 
invitation is given to join the group to learn again, 
enjoy the camaraderie, and help the needy.

When asked if men have attended 
meetings, Peggy Zee (President) comments 
“Yes, but they do not stay long” and Claire 
Kim (Treasurer) retorts “They do not have the 
patience.”

The Potato chip pattern, one used by the Needlecrafters 
group, gets its name because the curls are shaped like 
potato chips
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By Gary Hibbs
Executive Director, Riderwood

Just recently 
I learned that the 
word “company” 
comes from 
the Latin word 
compagnia, which 
means “breaking 
bread together.”  
How about that?  
Companies should 
be about connection 
and sharing with 
each other.  That’s 
the power of 
convivium, of doing 
life together.  Too often the word is associated with 
corporations and greed and getting more.   Seneca, 
the Roman philosopher and statesman said, “It is not 
the man who has little, but he who desires more, that 
is poor.”  

The Executive Team here at Riderwood 
recently joined 400 of our Erickson community and 
corporate co-workers from all around the country 
in Baltimore.  We rallied around the idea that at 
the core of what we do is all about relationships 
and the ongoing, developing story of not only our 
company, but most importantly the story of each 
individual who is associated with our company and 
our communities. We learned a lot of things, but 
most importantly, we built relationships.  We “broke 
bread together.”  

This is critical to any true, meaningful 
success.  Our individual and corporate stories are 
ever evolving. Our company goal is to be rich, 

primarily in relationships and helping one another 
in our developing “stories.”  If we also do well by 
doing good, well, that’s great, too.  But we can’t 
do well if we don’t truly connect with each other 
and create an environment where everyone matters.  
These are core values, not just a means to a greedy 
end. 

The meeting started with a resident couple 
who came from Eagles Trace, a sister community 
in Houston.  They recounted the incredible support, 
in the face of Hurricane Harvey, that they received 
from various Erickson communities around the 
country, and also the tangible support, in time, 
finances and personal presence they received from 
corporate Erickson.  Residents were safe and sound 
in the midst of a historic hurricane.  And employees, 
many of whom lost everything material, also spoke 
tearfully about how they gained so very much 
through the support of those around them, near and 
far.  The company, Erickson and all its communities, 
“broke bread” with them.  

I am proud to be a part of such a company.  
Thanks for all that you do as a part of our “company” 
of Riderwood and Erickson Living.  In giving, we 
receive, and truly live.  That’s the creation of a 
company and community.

Greetings from Administration
By Bette Martin
Chair, Resident 
Advisory Council

This article 
is to let you know the 
specific assignments 
of the newly 
constituted Resident 
Advisory Council 
(RAC).

E f f e c t i v e 
t w o - w a y 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
between residents 
and staff is basic to the purpose of  the RAC.   RAC 
members, working in their liaison roles, are key to 
facilitating that communication.   You may have 
read their articles by RAC members or seen their 
spots on Riderwood TV news that supports this 
effort.  RAC members also serve on campus-wide 
committees. 

Seven RAC liaisons meet with the director 
and staff of  their assigned management units.   Some 
convene and chair the resident committees which 
are advisory to those units.   If you have an interest 
in any of these areas, please contact the appropriate 
RAC member.

This year’s RAC member assignments are:
 • Carolyn Compton is liaison to Resident Life; 
Special Needs Committee, CommUNITY Living 
Committee.
 • Dick Dowd is RAC secretary & liaison for 
Resident Concerns; Sustainability Committee
• Lou Ferguson is liaison to General Services; 
General Services Committee
• Elenora Giddings Ivory is the Communication 
Officer.  She summarizes RAC meetings for 
Riderwood TV news and arranges periodic forums 
and open meetings on timely topics;  Media 
Advisory Board.
• Bill Harris is liaison to Dining Services; Dining 
Committee
• Tom Kelley is liaison to Human Resources and 
Marketing
• Bette Martin is RAC Chair; Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee
• Carmen Maymi is liaison to Finance; Finance 
Committee
• Suzan Wynne is liaison to the Medical Center, 
Arbor Ridge, Home Health, Home Support;  Health 
Services Committee

Dick Dowd collects the ‘Resident Concern 
and Suggestion’ forms from the boxes in each 
clubhouse.  If you would like to receive copies 
of the RAC minutes which include the monthly 
liaison reports on email, please contact him:  
dowdstd@hotmail.com.

From the RAC: 
2018 Liaisons

By Levern Allen
Chair, CommUNITY Living Committee

Are you a good listener? Do you pay 
attention to the speaker?  Do you watch for 
nonverbal cues?  Do you interrupt? One of the 
12 Principles of Considerate Conduct is listen.   
Another is pay attention.  Have you internalized 
these two principles?   

Let’s explore them.  When you hear a 
sound, mechanisms of the inner ear send the signals 
to the brain.  The brain interprets these sounds and 
tells you how to react.   If the sounds are pleasant 
you smile and respond accordingly.  If not, other 
emotions take over.  Good listeners are actively 
engaged most of the time.  As they decode the verbal 
message they also interpret nonverbal cues such 
as the tone of your voice, your facial expression, 
gestures or other physical postures.  If you are 
forming an opinion as a person is speaking holding 
that thought might be the best thing to do. Do not 
interrupt.  Good listeners will let you know that you 
have been heard by their response and their body 
language.  They pay attention.  

Good listening skills will help you avoid 
many conflicts in life.  P. M. Forni explains it this 
way.  “What prevents us from doing a good job of 
listening is that instead of focusing on other people, 
we focus on ourselves and our own needs.  This is 
what we do, for instance, when we interrupt.”  We 
have our own agenda and do not listen nor pay 
attention but move forward with what we want to 
say. 

Being a good listener is hard work. 
Let’s practice paying attention.  Let’s practice 
listening. Our actions and expressions (verbal and 
nonverbal) affect each other. Our goal continues 
to be harmonious living among residents, staff and 
visitors.

Choosing Civility: 
Are you listening?

“What is civility if not a constant 
awareness that no human encounter 
is without consequences?  What is it 
if not sharing with intention the best 
that is in us?  Sharing it again and 

again, adding brightness to the day.”
-- P.M. Forni

Pay your monthly 
bill automatically
By Bill Jun
Financial Analyst

Did you know that you can have your 
monthly statement paid automatically from 
your bank account? The Riderwood Automatic 
Payment Plan (“ACH”) makes paying your 
monthly fee easier and  more convenient. 
Payments will be automatically deducted from 
your designated bank account on the 17th of each 
month and applied to your statement. You will 
still receive your monthly statement to review all 
transactions. The ACH form is available at any 
of the community building front desks and in 
the Finance Office. Feel free to call the Finance 
Office with any questions: 301-628-3699.

The Riderwood Reporter
The Riderwood Reporter aims to appeal to our 
diverse population. Our priority is to inform 
residents and staff about community news. Articles 
are accepted and edited at the discretion of the 

publisher, editors, and the Editorial Board. 

Editor-in-Chief
Associate Editor

Publisher
Associate Publishers

Proof Editors

Resident Writers

Chris Taydus
Avedis Aghguiguian
Gary Hibbs
Mickey Thaxton
Dee Dee Gray-Weaver
Amy Hahn
Margaret Hart
Barbara Lampe
Jill Shindelman
Elizabeth White
Almeda Girod
Corrinne Lennox
Steve Mayer
Bob Merikangas
Martha Robinson

The Editorial Board establishes policies and 
procedures to effectively serve the community, 
publish The Reporter, and produce programming 

on Riderwood TV. 

Riderwood Media Editorial Board
Avedis Aghguiguian

Shirley Dearfield
Michelle Glodeck

Lew Rhodes

Levern Allen
Fiona Divecha
Bette Martin
Chris Taydus

If you have any questions or would like to 
submit an article for the newspaper, please 
contact Editor-in-Chief Chris Taydus at 

ctaydus@erickson.com or 301-572-8328.

Submissions for the May edition of  
The Riderwood Reporter are due by 5:00 p.m. 

on Monday, April 16th.
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By Jeff Kimbell
Director, Dining 
Services Department

By now, 
I am sure most 
are aware that we 
recently opened the 
new Wye Oak Bistro. 
I like the fact that 
we kept the name 
Wye Oak as I feel it 
is a way to honor the 
legacies of the past 
by connecting them 
with the future.  The Wye Oak Pub certainly meant a 
lot to our residents and the stately Wye Oak tree was 
truly a part of the history of Maryland. 

So far we have heard good things about the 
Bistro, especially the homemade desserts!  I have 
heard that the Crème Brûlée is as good as anything 
you would find in Paris, and that the brownie ice 
cream sandwich brings back favorite memories 
of summers at the ocean. These comments are 
appreciated, as our goal was to create a unique and 
special dining program. That said, we have also 
heard that there are things we can work on. We want 

to give those areas the same level of attention. 
We realize that the Bistro experience 

is different from Seasons regarding offerings 
and variety. The Bistro was always intended to 
be a separate venue with menu selections and 
programming unique to a fast-casual, bistro-style 
environment. However, we have heard your feedback 
regarding the alignment with the traditional meal of 
the day program. So, we will soon be implementing 
additional options, including offering  soup and 
salad as well as an additional side dish as part of 
your meal of the day program.

We have also heard some concerns about 
wait times to get into Celebrations as well as other 
venues due to the lack of seating that resulted when 
Seasons closed. Part of our strategy to minimize 
inconvenience was to create an enhanced carryout 
option in Robin’s Nest featuring residents’ favorite 
items such as lamb chops and crab cakes. Based on 
feedback, we have adjusted this offering to make it 
more convenient. As a result, the enhanced options 
will now be available Monday through Saturday 
from noon to 5:00 p.m. I would encourage residents 
to consider the enhanced program as an option for 
those days when you want a great meal without the 
wait. We appreciate your feedback and your support 
of the dining program.

Resident Satisfaction: Dining Services Take charge of your 
healthcare decisions
By Ellen Lebedow
Senior Resident Services Manager

Each April, we recognize National 
Healthcare Decisions Day, an initiative to bring 
awareness to the benefits of advance care planning. 
By putting your healthcare preferences in writing, 
you are empowering a trusted family member 
or friend to convey your medical wishes to your 
healthcare providers, should you ever be unable 
to do so yourself.  This year at Riderwood, on 
Tuesday, April 24th from 6-7:30pm in Maryland 
Hall, we will have our Making Your Healthcare 
Decisions Known event. This presentation is 
aimed to educate individuals on their rights to plan 
ahead.  We are quite fortunate to have two expert 
speakers on the subject of advance planning that 
will join us on April 24th. Mr. Paul Ballard is 
the Maryland Assistant Attorney General and Dr. 
Tricia Tomsko Nay, M.D. is the Executive Director 
for the Maryland Office of Health Care Quality. 
Both Mr. Ballard and Dr. Nay were part of the 
team that drafted the Maryland MOLST form with 
which many of you may be familiar. These experts 
will talk briefly about the importance of making 
our healthcare decisions known in writing and 
then there will be time for questions and answers. 
Attendees will gain a better understanding of the 
healthcare decisions that can be made prior to an 
unforeseen medical crisis. For example, who do 
you want to speak to the medical team on your 
behalf, which types of medical treatment do you 
want or do not want, etc…. 

In connection to and prior to this event, 
residents will have an opportunity to meet with the 
Resident Services team to review your individual 
healthcare documents, including your Advance 
directives, and Power of Attorney documents 
which, hopefully, are on file here at Riderwood. 
This Advance Care Planning document review will 
occur on Monday, April 16th. 

 • Village Square Lobby (upstairs): 10 a.m. - 12 
p.m.
 • Lakeside Commons Lobby: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
 • Town Center lobby: 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
 • Montgomery Station lobby: 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

If you have questions about either of these 
events, please contact the Resident Services office 
at 301-572-8339. 

Planning ahead does a great service for 
you- so that your wishes are known and followed 
and for your loved ones- who may be faced with 
making complex medical decisions in a pinch. 
Make your wishes known, join the movement! 

By Suzan Wynne
RAC Liaison to the Medical Center

Riderwood residents now have access to 
Shingrex Suspension, the new vaccine designed 
to prevent shingles and a recurrence of shingles. 
The vaccine is administered in two intramuscular 
injections. You can obtain a prescription from 
your Medical Center provider. The prescription 
will be for one dose of vaccine, plus a refill to 
complete the course of administration. As with 
any medication that you take, your Medicare 
Part D plan will cover part of the cost. When you 
obtain a prescription from your physician, call 
Jennifer at our CVS pharmacy in Village Square 
at 301-572-8470 to make appointments for the 
two injections. The appointments are necessary 
to ensure that both Jennifer and the vaccine are at 
the pharmacy.

New shingles 
vaccine available

By Jack Vargo 
Grounds Supervisor

In a follow-on to Don Messermith’s 
excellent article in the March Reporter, bird feeding 
will resume at Riderwood on a trial basis.  In order 
to ensure success, residents are expected to adhere 
to the following guidelines and are responsible 
for supplying, filling, monitoring, cleaning and 
maintaining their feeders. 

• Residents may have up to two seed feeders, two 
suet feeders, and two liquid feeders. 

• No ground-level platform feeders are permitted. 
• Loose seed may not be cast on the ground, 

patio, or any other surface. 
• No bread or baked goods of any kind are to be 

put out for birds, nor should any foods that contain 
salt. 

• All seed feeders must have a seed “catch” base 
or basin to collect husks and spilled seed to prevent 
them from reaching the ground.

• Upper floor apartments may only hang liquid 
feeders – not seed feeders – as debris from seed 
feeders may drop to lower units causing unwanted 
and undesirable clean up. 

• Birdfeeders may not be installed in any protected 

or reforested areas. 
• Birdfeeders may not be hung from awnings or 

attached to buildings in any way.  Feeders should be 
hung from appropriate hooks. Hooks used to hang 
feeders in trees must not restrict the growth of the 
tree.  No nails or screws are permitted in any trees.

• Birdfeeders may not be placed in any location 
that affects campus mobility or the care and 
maintenance of the campus.  

• Birdfeeders may be inspected at any time 
without pre-notification. Residents will be asked to 
remove the feeders if not complying with stipulated 
guidelines. 

Recommended seeds include: Sunflower 
(squirrels favor black oil sunflower seeds), safflower, 
and thistle.  These seeds invite most songbirds while 
discouraging most unwanted critters.  Try to avoid 
millet, oats, corn, peanuts, flax, and milo.

Feeding tip: Adding cayenne pepper or chili 
pepper to your seeds will deter unwanted critters; 
however, birds don’t pick up on the taste.  The 
Riderwood Grounds Department carries a stock of 
prepackaged seed blends (as well as treated suet) 
with the pepper already blended in.  Please contact 
the Grounds Department at 606-2068 if you would 
like to purchase seed directly from Riderwood.

Riderwood bird feeding guidelines

Mdf (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cyanocitta-cristata-004.jpg), „Cyanocitta-cristata-004“, Cropped, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode

Have an idea for a TV program? Riderwood TV always welcomes 
suggestions. Contact Avedis Aghguiguian at 301-572-8457 or 

aaghguiguian@erickson.com. 
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By Andrea Nicolls
Member, Diversity & 
Inclusion Committee

When Riderwood 
residents Teddi and Bert 
Kaplan were married in 
Germany in 1955, it was 
the beginning of a fruitful 
bond for more than 60 
years. Neither one could 
have foreseen the happy 
circumstances that would 
bring them together. Each 
came from different, but 
related, backgrounds. 

Teddi was born in 
the 1930’s into a Jewish 
family in Willemstad, 
the capital city of the 
Caribbean island of 
Curacao. Her father was 
a merchant who sold products throughout Central 
and South America. Jewish people had a long 
and distinguished presence on the island since at 
least the mid-17th century. When Teddi’s family 
returned to Europe in 1938, the Nazis were in 
power and her father decided that they should leave 
while they still could. They boarded a train from 
Vienna, Austria and traveled to the Netherlands. 
At the port of Rotterdam, they sailed on the ship 
Simón Bolivar to their new home in Panama, a 
country with a sizable Jewish population. During 
the voyage, Teddi’s brother was born. Her sister 
was later born in Panama. The family remained 
there for 10 years until they came to the United 
States in 1948. By that time Teddi had developed 
a talent for playing the piano.  Little did she know 
that it was this talent that would bring her together 
with her future husband five years later. 

Bert was born in the U.S., but his parents 
were Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe. 
They lived in the borough of Queens, in New York 
City where many of their neighbors were Jewish 
refugees. He describes his family as poor. Despite 
his family’s limited circumstances, Bert went to 
college and was a senior when a chance meeting 
changed his life. In 1953 at a summer camp, he 
heard someone playing a piano in the recreation 
hall. He went to investigate and saw Teddi. He 

complimented her on her 
beautiful playing and the 
rest is history. Bert was 
soon drafted into the army 
because the Korean War 
was still on. However, 
Bert and several other 
army recruits were sent 
to Europe because they 
spoke German. Bert 
worked as a clerk for a 
Battalion Commander. 
Six months later, he 
was promoted to the 
rank of Sergeant. Now 
engaged to be married, 
Teddi’s parents gave her 
permission to join him in 
Germany. They married 
in a civil ceremony 
and then in a Jewish 
ceremony in Nuremberg, 

a city associated with the famous postwar trials.  
When they returned to the States, Bert 

worked until he retired at 60 and they decided to 
live in Florida. They were happy there until their 
friends died or left the area. Their youngest of their 
three daughters, a clinical psychologist who lives in 
Potomac, Maryland, suggested they should move to 
her location so that if anything happened to them, 
they would have an advocate. Bert started collecting 
information on the various retirement communities 
in Maryland. He eventually found Riderwood 
and sent for marketing brochures. He and Teddi 
visited Riderwood and eventually decided to move 
here. They liked the great variety of apartment 
types and price ranges. They also liked the fact 
that there was an active Jewish community. Teddi 
considers Riderwood a microcosm of the world, 
both educationally and culturally. Now Riderwood 
residents for almost five years, Teddi was until 
recently, the Chair of the Performing Arts Council. 
Bert is the President of the Riderwood Jewish 
Community and us an accomplished photographer. 
He helps residents with their computer problems. 

Please watch the upcoming interview 
with the Kaplans on Riderwood TV as part of the 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee’s Tapestry of 
Tales Program. Learn more about the life of this 
very active and involved couple.

Tapestry of Tales love story:
Bert & Teddi Kaplan

Love of art is a resident’s lifetime pursuit
By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Enyo Kowalski loved art even as 
a toddler when she drew pictures on the 
family’s living room walls.  She grew up 
in Taiwan as the second of six children.  
Her father was a revered physician  in 
the community, and a number of family 
members followed in his footsteps.  Five 
of the six children and their parents 
immigrated to the U.S.

In 1958 after completing 
undergraduate work, Enyo came  to 
the U.S. and earned graduate degrees 
in education from the University of 
Hartford and fine arts from  University 
of North Carolina. She then returned to 
Connecticut to teach art in the public-
school system.

She met Edward at a summer 
institute in New Jersey established by the National 
Defense Education Act to encourage teachers of 
Chinese and Japanese. Their affection for each other 
deepened over the subsequent summer when the 

program was repeated.  
After her return to Connecticut, Enyo 

established an Oriental Language Center in Avon 
that led to a successful 10-week study program 
traveling to Japan in the summer of 1965.

A four-year long-distance 
courtship ended in marriage to Edward, 
who had pursued Asian studies and was 
passionate about Chinese philosophy.  
Edward’s job with the State Department 
took the family to Hong Kong, Japan, 
and Thailand before the family settled in 
Chantilly, Va.  Enyo worked with the CIA 
in media productions, which provided a 
wonderful opportunity for her to use 
different art forms. 

After retirement, Edward and 
Enyo volunteered with Mother Teresa 
missions located in D.C.  that included 
mural paintings and handling supplies as 
well as donating funds.

Enyo moved to Hunter Glen in 
2009, five years after Edward’s death, 
and has kept busy with ping-pong, 
exercise, guitar, birding, ceramics, wood 
shop and creating art in the studio in her 

apartment.Her two children and three grandchildren 
live nearby and often are the subject of her portraits.

Enyo’s art is displayed with the traveling art 
exhibit sponsored by the Arts Council.

One of Enyo Kowalski’s watercolor paitings, “My Beloved Saint” is currently on 
display outside Encore Theater in Lakeside Commons. (Photo by Chris Taydus)

www.RiderwoodTV.com
There you’ll find the latest news from 
the Riderwood Reporter, this week’s 
TV Guide, contact information for 

the TV studio staff, and much more!

Use the clues and try to identify the resident 
pictured above. Turn to page 7 to learn the answer 
and to find out just how well you know your fellow 
residents! Would you like to be featured in future 
editions of the newspaper? Contact a resident 
writer for more information.
• I was born and raised in Providence, Rhode 
Island.  One can still hear a hint of “my Rhode 
Island accent.”
• I am a nurse.  My first love in nursing is 
working in the Operating Room.
• While at Cornell, my husband, Bob, earned 
his PhD and I earned my PhT (putting hubby 
through).
• Our family, which includes two sons, moved 
to Massachusetts and then to Wilmington, 
Delaware, where we lived for 38 years.
• Bob and I moved to Riderwood seven years 
ago.  Bob has served on the RAC.
• I have chaired the Welcome Committee and 
have been a Sales Ambassador.
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By Winnie Coggins & Ellen Schmidt
Members, RAC Health Services Committee

In response to requests from residents, 
new items are available at Riderwood stores. 
Riverwood’s Dining Services Department is 
collaborating with the Resident Advisory Council’s 
(RAC) Health Services Committee to increase the 
availability of healthier options to meet the dietary 
needs of residents and staff by providing lower-
sugar, sugar-free, lower-calorie, and gluten-free 
items.

Millie See, who handles product ordering 
for these stores, is working with her strategic 
vendors to add items on a trial basis.  Signs will 
indicate new items in each store. Because shelf 
space is limited and supply is driven by demand, 
staff members will use sales numbers and resident 
feedback to determine which items sell and what 
alternatives may need to be tried in the future.

We need your help to make these 
determinations. A suggestion box is available for you 
to provide comments, both positive and negative. 
Also, please make suggestions for additional items 
for future consideration.

The members of the RAC Health Services 
Committee are working with Millie See to publicize 
this effort. Look for Carolyn Compton’s Riderwood 
television interview with Millie and please visit 
the stores to see the new items. Your feedback is 
important to this effort and is appreciated.

Healthier food 
choices now at 
campus stores

By Phyllis Spar & Annette Graubart
Leaders, Generation to Generation Group

A new resident group has formed, calling 
itself “Generation to Generation...Enough is 
Enough.” The members of this group are concerned 
about the safety of students in our schools and 
are extremely saddened by the recent tragedy in 
Parkland, Florida. The place that should have been 
safest has become dangerous.

Plans are being made for a march on April 
14 at 1:00 p.m. till 2:30 p.m. on the green in front 

of Town Center. You and members of your families 
are invited to join others to show solidarity. If you 
cannot march, come and sit on your walker or chair 
to join this effort.

Generation to Generation admires the 
remarkable Parkland students who have led the 
way to a movement that has captured the whole 
country. Let us show our support of their goals 
wholeheartedly. 

Contact group leaders Annette Graubart 
(301-960-9734) or Phyllis Spar (301-755-6240) 
with questions.

New resident group 
plans march on campus

On March 14, one month after the Stoneman Douglas High School Shooting, Resident Amy Greenwood reads the 
biography of one of the seventeen victims. A group of about 27 residents convened on the Village Green outside Town 
Center in conjunction with planned school walkouts across the country. (photo by Chris Taydus)

By Levern Allen
Member, African American 
History Club

Sam Ford began his 
career in the media as a disc 
jockey at the  University 
of Kansas and a local radio 
station about 45 years ago.  
He transitioned into news 
journalism in 1974 when he was 
hired as a reporter/announcer 
at KSJN, a Minnesota Public 
Radio station and KMSP-
TV, an ABC affiliate.  Thus 
began an illustrious career 
in broadcasting  which led 
to his designation as History 
Maker.  (History Makers is 
an organization that collects 
and preserves oral histories of African Americans 
in order to show the breadth and depth of their 
accomplishments.)

Ford is a 1974 graduate of the University 
of Kansas. Later he studied at the University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities where he wrote and produced 
his first of many African American History TV 
features.  He was one of 44 founding members of 
the National Association of Black Journalists.  This 
association has a membership of more than 3500 
journalists around the world.  

Ford has produced several television 

features on African American 
issues. In 1991 he received an 
Emmy for African American 
Connection.  He travelled to 
Nigeria to explore his Yoruban 
ancestry and learned that the 
Petite males (his mother’s 
side) were just as unprincipled 
in Nigeria as they had been in 
Oklahoma.   His documentary, 
Black Slaves, Red Masters 
recounts  the inclusion of slaves 
on the‘Trail of Tears’ and other 
stories about his ancestors. It is 
this documentary that will be 
shown Sunday, April 8, 2018 at 
2:30 in the Encore Theater.  In 
2003 he received a Broadcast 
Excellence Award from 
Columbia University. Ford 

is active in the Prime Movers Media mentorship 
program at Ballou High School in Washington, D. 
C where his work with aspiring journalism students 
earned him another Emmy for Field Trip to Ballou 
in 2006.  Ford has been a reporter at WJLA-TV 
since 1987.  Currently, he is the DC Bureau Chief in 
Washington, DC.

The African American History Club will 
present Black Slaves, Red Masters, Sunday April 8, 
2018 at 2:30 - 4:00 p.m.  Mr. Ford will be present 
for introductory remarks and discussion following 
the film.

AAHC welcomes DC 
journalist Sam Ford

Welcome 
Home New
Residents

The following new residents have 
moved in to Riderwood between 

February 22 & March 23
Richard Whitney (HS) Silver Spring, MD
John & Mary Callan (MG) Bethesda, MD
Ethel Haughton (HS) Silver Spring, MD
June Brown (MS) Washington, DC
Jack & Cathy 
Mortick (CL)

Silver Spring, MD

Norman Smith (WC) Beaufort, SC
Joan Crowe (WC) Beaufort, SC
John Dold (MS) Alexandria, VA
Don Lowe (MS) Alexandria, VA
Joan Gratton (CC) Sunset Beach, NC
Elliot Postow (CT) Potomac, MD
Steve & Claire
Wallace (HG)

Chevy Chase, MD

Marlene Dunsmore (MG) Rockville, MD

Alice Crockett (CT) Potomac, MD

Lucy Spagnolo (MS) Edgewater, MD

Joan Mouer (CT) Silver Spring, MD

John Mitchell (VP) Greenbelt, MD

Debbie Reynolds (CT) Silver Spring, MD

Adele Buss (HS) Arora, IL

Gertrude Harris (MS) Bowie, MD

Ralph Johnson (MS) Sewell, NJ

Zeena Kelburg (PV) Monroe Twsp, NJ

John & Maria Gibala (HS) Rockville, MD

Paul & Linda Wienir (PV) Kalamazoo, MI
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Conversation with Administration
By Mickey Thaxton, Associate Executive Director

Please come and join the next “Conversation with 
Administration” at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, April 19, 

in Lakeside Commons’ Encore Theater.                                
 

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to 
share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration 

understand what we can do to improve service to residents.  
Transcripts of questions and answers from the meeting may be 
rephrased for this column in the Reporter without changing the 

accuracy of the information presented.  

The following reflects the highlights of Conversation with Administration conducted in February.

Announcements: 
 • The new 2018 Community Resources 
Handbook is now available at all front desks. It is 
a great resource that lists the almost 260 resident-
run groups here at Riderwood. Joining a club is 
one of the greatest ways to get involved and get 
connected with the Riderwood community.
 • In updates in our Dining department we would 
like to announce that Scott Monfils will be 
Riderwood’s new Assistant Director of Dining. 
We have posted his old position and look forward 
to filling that in the near future. When you see 
Scott, please be sure to congratulate him on his 
promotion. During Phase II of the Town Center 
we have moved the Seasons experience to the 
Celebrations room as a buffet. 
 • In updates with our General Services, we are 
proud to announce that Noel Vasquez has been 
promoted to Housekeeping Manager. Noel has 
been with Riderwood for 15 years and previously 
was Riderwood’s Housekeeping Supervisor. 
Similar to Scott’s situation, we will post Noel’s 
previous position and hope to fill that position 
shortly. In the meantime, when you see Noel 
please congratulate him. The temporary entrance 
for Phase II in Town Center is now open and we 
have tents along the sidewalk for the buses. 
 • Regenia Mapson is our new Erickson Advantage 
representative. Her office is located right behind 
the front desk at Lakeside Commons. If you 
have any questions about Erickson Advantage or 
would like more information, please let Regenia 
know. 
Questions and comments by Residents:

1. If I would like to book a room for card 
playing how can I go about doing that?

Please contact any Community Resources 
Coordinator and they will be happy to help you 
with a booking.  

2. Is there some way to make the buses more 

visible at night while we are waiting for them 
in the lobbies?  

We will look into options to make the buses more 
visible at night. 

3. Can the streaming capability of Riderwood 
Connect be improved? 

We are making some updates to the system so 
hopefully that will resolve the streaming issue.

4. Can we offer more gluten-free foods?

We can look into this suggestion. 

5. How can we know why flags are at half-
mast?

Security sends out an email to all front desks 
when we get the information to lower the flags. 
Please ask at any front desk. If you would like 
you can also go on the Maryland Secretary of 
State Department website: sos.md.gov  and 
request an email alert. 

6. If there is an exterior door that does not 
lock properly, who should I contact?  

Please report this to General Services, Security, 
or any front desk Communications Specialist. 

7. Can we get soup and salad with our meal of 
the day in the Bistro?

We will be now offering soup and salad as an 
option as part of your meal of the day.

8. Will there be breakfast served at the Bistro?

Yes. Breakfast will be served every Thursday, 
from 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

9. I would like to thank the Riderwood TV 
studio for the great programing they do. I 
especially enjoyed the RAC interviews, the 
medical forums and the African-American 
History Month coverage. 

Thank you for those kind words.

Remembering 
the victims of 
the Holocaust
By Sidney Kirschner
Member, Riderwood Jewish Community

On Friday, April 13, the Riderwood 
Jewish Community will commemorate Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, also known as Yom HaShoah.  
Observed this year on April 12, this modern Jewish 
holiday honors the memory of the six million Jews 
who perished during the Holocaust.

Please join us for our Sabbath evening 
worship service in the Chapel at 7:30 p.m. on April 
13.  Rabbi Stan Levin will focus on the message of 
the Holocaust as part of the service.

How to preregister for 
PGCC classes
By Victoria Harden
Member, Continuing Education Committee

Registration for Prince Georges Community 
College summer classes will be held on Thursday, 
May 31. You must first preregister, get a student ID, 
a user name and password. Here’s how:

IF YOU HAVE AN EMAIL ADDRESS: 
Go to www.pgcc.edu.  Click Owl Link at top.  On 
the next page, click on Workforce Development & 
Cont. Ed. Students. Next, click Enroll and Register 
for Courses.  Next, click Create a student account.  
On the Personal Identification screen, complete 
all required fields (marked *); others are optional. 
Check the box at the bottom of the page to certify 
your identity. Click SUBMIT. 

Keep www.pgcc.edu open and open your 
email in another window. You will see two separate 
emails; one has Username/ID, and the second has 
your temporary password. Keep the emails open. 
Go back to www.pgcc.edu, click MAIN MENU at 
the top; then click LOG IN using the Username/ID 
and the exact password from the emails.  

The message “Your password has expired!” 
appears. Now reset your password to a new one 
--- at least eight characters, including at least 
one capital letter, one lowercase letter and one 
number. No special characters! Save your student 
ID number, this username, and your password; 
you will need them every semester to register for 
classes.  Need help? Lakeside Commons Computer 
Lab has mentors on Thursdays, 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 
p.m. Come well before May 31.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE AN EMAIL 
ADDRESS OR ELECTRONIC DEVICE: Call 
Workforce Development, Continuing Education 
Customer Service 1-301-546-0159

Request a Student ID number.  You must do 
this soon.  Registration is busy. If needed, leave a 
voice mail with full name, address, phone number, 
date of birth.

When you have a Student ID number, 
call PGCC Help 1-301-546-0637. Give them your 
Student ID number and request a username and 
temporary password. Write down your username 
and temporary password exactly including capital 
and lowercase letters.

Save your student ID number, username 
and password.  You will need them each semester 
to register. Detailed instructions for registration will 
be in a new Reporter article in May.

By Regenia Mapson
Health Insurance Resource Coordinator

It may be hard to stay healthy if you can’t 
get to your doctor’s appointments. With Erickson 
Advantage, you can sit back and leave the driving 
to us.

Members of the Erickson Advantage 
Medicare Advantage plans have a special money-
saving benefit. Enjoy round-trip transportation for 
up to 24 one-way doctor visits a year at approved 
locations—all for no additional cost to you. Best of 
all, you won’t have to worry about the cost of filling 

your gas tank.
We want you to get access to the care you 

may need when you need it—without the hassle 
of driving and parking. It’s all part of Erickson 
Advantage’s commitment to preventive care. 

Call 301-572-8450 for a complimentary 
insurance evaluation from your licensed Riderwood 
representative, Regenia Mapson. 

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare 
Insurance Company or one if its affiliated companies, 
a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare 
contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s 
contract renewal with Medicare. UnitedHealthcare 
Insurance Company complies with applicable Federal 
civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.

Got a doctor’s appointment? 
We can drive you there!
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By Chris Hynson
Fitness Coordinator

Mark your calendars for Riderwood’s 
18th Annual Health Fair! This year’s fair will be 
held on Thursday, April 12, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. at Montgomery Station’s Maryland 
Hall. This annual event provides you, our residents 
with the resources you need to learn more about 
healthy lifestyles, alternative therapies, and disease 
prevention and treatment. 

With over 70 vendors expected, this year’s 
Health Fair will feature educational sessions and 
will provide important information from local 

physicians, Riderwood departments, resident groups, 
and outside organizations. We will offer a variety of 
health-related screenings such as blood pressure, 
vision and hearing checks.  The Fair will include 
informative guest lecturers, stage performances and 
prizes.

Please stop by the Fitness table to meet the 
fitness staff and learn about the programs and variety 
of services offered at Riderwood.  

Be sure to check the April edition of “Well 
& Informed” to see the schedule of guest speakers 
and lectures for the day. If you would like additional 
information regarding the Health Fair please contact 
the fitness team at 301-628-3636.

Save the Date: Health Fair 2018

By George Galasso
Chair, Riderwood Bocce Club

The 2018 bocce season opening day is 
Tuesday, April 10.  We hope that the weather will 
be more favorable than last year. Last year we 
had a good season and lots of fun in spite of the 
unseasonable rain and unusually hot days. Our play 
time will be Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday from 10:00 a.m. till 12:00 noon. The early 
hours were selected to avoid the summer heat. 
During the year we will have bocce tournaments 
with other communities and our annual resident/
staff tournament, the highlight of the season. 

We are looking forward to greeting our 
regular players and welcoming new players.  We 
had a successful Opportunities Fair presentation last 
month with considerable interest shown in bocce.  
Several newcomers signed up to be on our bocce 
club email mailing list, in order to receive important 
news items. If you missed that opportunity you 
can get on the mailing list by sending an e-mail to: 
BocceRide@gmail.com.

For those of you who are not familiar with 
bocce, it is a simple lawn bowling type game that 
is easy to learn, requires little effort, is easy on the 
joints, and lots of fun, making it ideal for Riderwood 
residents. Our courts are located across the parking 
lot from the tennis courts and behind Arbor Ridge.  
We have devoted lady and gent players, most of 
whom never saw a bocce court before coming to 
Riderwood.  During the first couple of weeks we will 
have sessions for first-time players with excellent 
instructors. Come join us. You should give it a try!  
You can learn to play in minutes and we can promise 

you will enjoy it, both the game and meeting new 
friends.  Also, you are outside enjoying that fresh 
air, gentle breezes and the wonderful ambience 
Riderwood’s landscaping provides.

While the courts were being built, Riderwood 
TV produced a film, “What is Bocce,”  to introduce 
our residents to bocce.  It was so successful that 
we show it on Riderwood TV before opening each 
season. It will be shown later this month. Watch for 
it on the Riderwood TV schedule.  

A critical component to the success of Bocce 
are the Group Leaders.  These are the individuals 
who commit to being there on a given day of 
the week to set up the courts for play i.e. get the 
equipment and sweep the courts to assure a smooth 
field of  play.  Three volunteers are needed for each 
session.  Consider this a request for volunteers; if 
you would like to do so please notify George Galasso 
(240) 293-6840 or Lou Ferguson (301) 328-0204.  
Without Group Leaders there could be no Bocce.

Bocce season starts soon

By Sue Aiken
Producer, Riderwood Actor’s Studio

The April production of the Actors’ 
Studio Players will again produce all- new skits, 
monologues and music that we are sure you will 
enjoy.  The show will feature skits and monologues 
such as moving day, Riderwood dining, doctors’ 
offices, Abbot and Costello, Walmart and much 
more. We are also pleased to announce that several 
new residents have joined our group both as would-
be actors and stage management.

We look forward to having you join us 
for an evening of fun and laughter in the Encore 
Theatre on Thursday, April 26 at 7:30 p.m. If 
you have questions, 
please contact Sue 
Aiken at 301-847-5376 
or Selma Barnett at  
301-890-4571.

Actor’s Studio to 
present “Spring 
Fling” this April

By Ed Vilade
Member, Earth Day Planning Committee

R i d e r w o o d ’s 
Earth Day celebration 
this year will be 
enhanced by a number 
of new activities and 
exhibits along with 
many familiar favorites. 
The main event will take 
place in Montgomery 
Hall on the lower level 
of Montgomery Station from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. on 
April 25, but two preview events will kick off the 
festivities.  On Wednesday April 19, the Science 
and Technology Lecture series will present “Killer 
Hurricanes,” a NOVA film, in  the Encore Theatre.  
On Monday, April 23, the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation will deliver an update on “The State of 
the Bay” in the Chesapeake Room at Montgomery 
Station.

First-time exhibits on April 25 will include 
nature photographs by Riderwood’s Photography 
Club led by David Ebert, a papier-mâché class taught 
by Tamar Handel, an exhibit from the Riderwood 
Arts Council and a display from the Environmental 
Defense Fund.

Among the familiar features that day will 
be Lori Hill appearing as Sister Eden and offering 
a display and a series of brief films on sustainable 
living.  

At 2:30 the Hat Parade will begin its march 
around campus, accompanied by musical numbers 
performed by Riderwood residents and staff.  
Participants will wear hats representing outdoor- or 
ecology-related activities such as gardening, biking, 
watching various sports, and even cooking.  

Other activities include the popular 
recycled jewelry sale. Jewelry collection is ongoing, 
so check bulletin boards for donation locations.  
Also, Country Nursery will hold a plant sale and 
pottery and other items will be offered for sale by 
exhibitors.  There will be a drop-off location to 
recycle electronics.

The Earth Day planning committee 
particularly encourages residents to volunteer as 
greeters for outside exhibitors and visitors, and also 
to help with exhibits.  If you are able to volunteer, 
contact Becky Hedin at (301) 890-3825 or send an 
email to beckyh12gm@gmail.com.

Enjoy new and 
familiar activities 
at Earth Day

By Chris Hynson
Fitness Coordinator

Are you looking for a way to spice up your 
fitness routine? Come join us for a free demo fitness 
class that will not only be fun, but will get your 
body moving! DrumFit is an exercise class that 
incorporates drumming to provide a challenging, 
fun, total body workout! Using large stability balls 
and lightweight drumsticks, you will be working 
all your muscles in your arms and core, as well as 
implementing muscle coordination! 

This program can be performed in a seated 
and or standing position! You do NOT need any 
experience with drumming, just that determination 
to further your health goals and willingness to 
have FUN! Come see what “DrumFit” is all about! 
This demo class will be held on: Thursday, April 
19, at 1:00 p.m. in the Lakeside Wellness Studio. 
You must register at any of the three fitness 
centers. The class is open to the first 12 residents! 
If you have questions, contact Chris Hynson, 
Fitness Coordinator at Montgomery Station at  
301-628-3637. 

Drumming towards 
good health

The answer to Who Am I on Page 4 is

 Gail Boger
Contact a member of the Riderwood Reporter staff 

if you’d like to be featured in Who Am I.
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By Susan Rogers
Producer, PAC Classical Series

Riderwood welcomes the Cleveland 
Chandler Trio to perform at its upcoming Classical 
Music Series concert on April 8. Cleveland Chandler, 
Jr. was a violinist in the U.S. Air Force Strings 
for more than twenty years and has performed in 
festivals and ensembles around the world.  Holding 
degrees from Peabody Institute and the Cleveland 
Institute of Music, Mr. Chandler currently teaches at 
the Baltimore School for the Arts TWIGS program.

Joining Mr. Chandler in this concert are 
Janice Wood (piano) and Robin Fay Massie (viola).  
Ms. Wood, who received her Master’s degree in 
piano performance at the University of Maryland and 
is now a doctoral candidate at Catholic University, 
performs regularly throughout the Washington area.  

She is currently the piano instructor/accompanist 
at the Bullis School in Potomac, MD. Ms. Massie 
is a professional violist in the Baltimore/DC area.  

Having studied at the University of Maryland, 
the New England Conservatory, and the Peabody 
Institute, she has performed as Assistant Principal 
Viola with the Delaware Symphony Orchestra and 
as Principal Viola with the Black Pearl Chamber 
Orchestra in Philadelphia.  She serves as Executive 
Director of Musicians of Mercy, a collective 
that produces benefit concerts to raise funds for 
humanitarian causes.

Mr. Chandler and Ms. Massie were first-
place winners of the inaugural Misbin Family 
Memorial Chamber Music Competition in 2014. 

The concert will take place in the Chapel 
on April 8 at 7:30 p.m. (doors will not open before 
7:00). Entrance is by subscription to the PAC 
Classical Concert Series or $5 ticket at the door, 
space permitting.

String & piano trio to perform at Riderwood

By Paul Forbes
Chair, Resident Recitals of Riderwood

Mark your calendar for April 25, 2018 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Chapel, when Resident Recitals of  
Riderwood will present our annual spring concert, 
“Ragtime, Showtime and All That Jazz! “If you 
enjoy toe-tapping upbeat, early 20th century music, 
you won’t want to miss this free concert. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m..

Fellow residents Jim Unger (piano) and 
Henry Plotkin (violin) will perform rags by Scott 
Joplin, James Scott and James Lamb; pianist Walt 
Rybeck will play two original Gershwin piano 
arrangements; Teddi Kaplan will play “Bumble 
Boogie;” and Elizabeth White will give us the 
piano jazz classic, “Dizzy Fingers.”

The “Singing Swingers Quartet” (Ray. 
Roth, Cidney Roth, Jean Dudley and Joe Jones) will 

perform pieces by Cole Porter and Johnny Mercer. 
Paul Forbes will be singing some of your favorite 
Frank Sinatra classics, including “Come Fly With 
Me” and “New York,  New York.”  Finally, our 
favorite guest jazz vocalist, Karen Oxorn, will 
be back.  She will give us her rendition of “All 
That Jazz,” from the Kander and Ebb hit show 
“Chicago.”

If you are a resident or staff member with 
vocal or instrumental talent and would enjoy 
performing with Resident Recitals of Riderwood, 
please email paulsforbes@gmail.com.

Ragtime, Showtime and All That Jazz!

By Paula Cook & Gene Martin
Members, Bella Vocci Production Team

Bella Vocci, the primary source of live 
operatic music on our campus, is taking music at 
Riderwood to a new level. The world premiere of 
a new version of “Songs from the Auvergne,” by 
Carlos Rodriguez will take place in Riderwood 
Chapel at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 11. 
Rodriguez’s composition was commissioned by 
Riderwood resident David Abraham, Founder and 
Artistic Director of Bella Vocci.

Almost a century ago, French composer 
Marie Joseph Canteloube (1879-1957) spent three 
decades collecting folk songs in the Auvergne, in 
south-central France. He arranged 30 of them for 
soprano voice accompanied by either orchestra 
or piano. Some of these songs have been used in 
media as varied as Lawrence Olivier’s film “Henry 
V” and at least one TV commercial (for wine), but 
they are best known to the general public thanks to 

recordings by several leading sopranos, including 
Victoria de Los Angeles, Kiri Te Kanawa and 
Renee Fleming.

The April concert will present 13 of the 
songs, newly arranged and composed by Dr. 
Rodriguez for soprano, mezzo-soprano and bass-
baritone. Returning to the campus for this special 
world-premiere event will be Riderwood favorites 
soprano Suzanne Lane and mezzo-soprano 
Anamer Castrello, as well as bass-baritone Daren 
Jackson.

Dr. Rodriguez has worked as a collaborative 
artist with, among others, Jessye Norman, Denyce 
Graves and Placido Domingo. Together with 
Placido Domingo, Dr. Rodriguez is a co-founder 
and coordinator of the Zarzuela Program of the 
Domingo-Cafritz Young Artist Program.

Dr. Rodriguez is an internationally-known 
concert pianist and will accompany the singers as 
they present the very first performance of his new 
work.

New opera commissioned 
by Bella Vocci opera group

By Lorraine Priestley
Member, Riderwood Night Owls

The Night Owls invite you and your friends 
to “April in Paris” Cabaret, an evening of music for 
both singing and dancing to celebrate Spring and 
the month of April. Back by popular demand are 
“Tony and Fritz,” a combo on keyboard and drums, 
who will provide the music.

The date is Friday, April 27, from 7:30 to 
10:30 p.m.. (Late bus service will be available). 
The place is the Maryland Hall in Montgomery 
Station. Tickets are $10.00 per person and include 
appetizers. A cash bar will be available.

Tickets will be on sale April 16, 17, 19, and 
26 in all dining lobbies. Reservations can be made 
for tables of either  4 or 10. Please call Tom Kelley 
(301-755-6164) with any questions or to order 
tickets by phone.

April in Paris cabaret 
returns to Riderwood

Barbara Schnitzler OP 1/22
Thomas Paul ET 2/21
Guinevere Twiford PV 2/23
Adelina Estacion FC 2/23
Mary Louise Clemens CL 2/26
Ruth Grubb RC 2/27
Barry Greenbaum ET 2/28
Emma Barclay RC 3/1
Joan Swanton CL 3/1
Henry Matelson OG 3/3
Wayne DeMoss OG 3/3
Peter Stallone OG 3/3
Julia R. Mutti WC 3/4
John Casey MG 3/4
Leroy Kearney OG 3/4
James Priestley HS 3/4
Mary W. Carson OG 3/5
Daniel Griffin MS 3/5
Glenn Johnson OG 3/6
Eva Hanrahan RC 3/7
Patricia Sullivan MG 3/10
Hope Craver RC 3/11
Norma Levine PV 3/13
Donald Tuozzo OG 3/15
Maryrose Rogolsky VP 3/16
Harriet Perretz MG 3/22

The following residents passed away 
between February 21 and March 22


