
By Fiona Divecha
Manager, Philanthropy & Resident Life

Supporting those who need assistance from 
the Benevolent Care Fund is a community effort.  
This summer we will be trying something new: a 
month-long information and education campaign 
to raise awareness of the impact of the Benevolent 
Care Fund.  It is important that you not only 
understand the need to give but how your money 
is used to help your neighbors (you can start by 
reading Judith Johnson’s article below).

Riderwood’s summer tradition of 
contributing to help neighbors in need represents 
the single largest fund raiser for the Benevolent 
Care Fund each year.  The BCF is at the heart of 
the incredible commitment that neighbors make 
to neighbors to take care of each other in times of 
need.  

Starting on July 19 you will be sent literature 
each week (some short, some a little longer) to read 
at your leisure.  We will also be hosting events 
throughout the month.  All events are free and open 

to all.  The events will provide opportunities for 
education, celebration and participation.

I hope that we can unite as a community of 
caring people to make the greatest impact we ever 
have on the Benevolent Care Fund that helps your 
neighbors.  

Benevolent Care Fund 
drive kicks off this month

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

J o h n 
Erickson was 
working in real estate 
acquisitions for 
investment purposes 
in Florida, when he 
developed the theory 
that “for everyone 
older person moving 
to Florida that there 
could be 20 staying 
on their home turf.” 
If true, there would 
be “20 times the 
market elsewhere 
for retirement 
communities.” This led ultimately to testing his 
theory at Charlestown in southwest Baltimore.

John was born in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
the fourth of 14 siblings. He describes the family 
as being “relatively poor,” but that it was a good 
family and all their needs were met. Their father 
managed a wholesale flower shop with all of the 
children helping in the business. John’s mother was 
the “driving force” purporting that, “the biggest tool 
in the tool box was education.” 

The family was noted in Guinness Book 
of World Records for all 14 having undergraduate 
degrees and nine having graduate degrees. The 
family attended a Catholic school with a fixed price 
for family tuition and the 14 “nearly bankrupted the 
church school system in Chattanooga.” 

John was in a Catholic seminary program 
until age 24. His first job after deciding not to 
complete the ordination process was with RCA 
Computer Systems. He met his wife, who was a 
student in a professional class that he taught, and 
they have now been married for 48 years and have 
four children.

John speaks of “life events being a series of 
stepping stones” and in 1972 when RCA terminated 
its computer business, he moved the family to 
Florida where he studied the retirement population 
making decisions for their future.

John was attending a meeting in DC in 
1981 when he visited his alma mater, Catholic 
University, where he had earned graduate degrees 
in education and theology. A priest told him of the 
recent demise of a seminary program. As a result, 
St. Charles College in Baltimore had been vacated 
four years earlier, creating costly maintenance fees 
on the 100-acre property. John was so intrigued that 
he skipped his return home flight and drove there.

(See ERICKSON FOUNDER... on Page 5)

Erickson founder 
reminisces about 
company history

By Judith Johnson
Resident Writer

Riderwood opened its doors in 2000. Later 
that fall, the community set up the Benevolent 
Care Fund and immediately started fund raising 
for it. No one needed to use the fund for the first 
eight years. 

How does the Benevolent Care Fund 
work?

When a person finds that they have run out 
of their assets and sold all their property (usually 
this is when they need a higher level of care), they 
or their family, meet with the finance department 
to work out a plan. Part of this plan will be to 
draw down their entrance deposit. When this is 
insufficient to cover their care, the Benevolent 
Care Fund steps in to help them.  If they need 
nursing care, they can go on Medicaid instead. 
But if they are in assisted Living, they cannot get 
Medicaid.

How many people get help?
Currently there are nine people using 

the Benevolent Care Fund. There are 20 people 
on Medicaid and 33 people are in the process of 
spending down their entrance deposit. 

How can we help?
Just like we used to help our neighbors 

where we lived before, so do we help our 
community here. We have Neighbors Indeed, we 
all help those we know here, and we give to the 

Benevolent Care Fund to help those who can’t live 
here otherwise. 

Last year we all gave $525,000. The need 
required over $1 Million. We fortunately had 
$2.4 million in a savings account, which covered 
the extra $530,000 that was needed for the nine 
people. This year we are forecasting that we may 
need upwards of $840,000 to care for those in 
need.

The Benevolent Care Fund drive starts 
July 19. Watch for the thermometer and give as 
much as you can. 

What is the Benevolent Care Fund?

The Philanthropy department recently hosted a 
“Chari-Tea Party” to benefit the Benevolent Care 
Fund. This is one of many events designed to help 
raise money for the fund. (Photo by Chris Taydus)
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In this issue
Relatives of Residents Concert

The annual Relatives of Residents 
concert will be performed  on 

Sunday, July 21 in the Riderwood 
Chapel and will include a wide 

variety of music. 
More details are on Page 12

Conversation with Admin

Starting this month, the recap of 
Conversation with Administration 

will be from last month as opposed 
to two months prior, providing you 
with more up to date information.

 Read the full recap on Page 10

Holocaust Documentary

A documentary featuring Peter 
Feigl, resident and Holocaust 

survivor, will air on Channel 972 
later this month with an exclusive 

interview beforehand.
 Learn more about Peter on Page 4



By Gary Hibbs
Executive Director

Here we are, celebrating the 243rd birthday 
of our great nation! Some days, with the political 
rancor and name calling, it seems we have leaders 
on both sides of the aisle who are adolescents at best, 
and the future seems dim. But this July, I say, take 
heart! From the founding of our country, the great 
names like Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, Madison, 
Washington, who had the power and influence…
they were “at each other’s throats.”  Washington and 
Adams tried to be more neutral, but those with a bit 
more passion on each side of the Federalists and the 
Republicans accused Washington of trying to be a 
monarch, with his farewell speech as the “loathings 
of a sick mind,” wondering if he was “an imposter 
or an apostate” and accused him of being traitorous, 
like Benedict Arnold. Of Adams, it said he was but 
“old, querulous, bald, blind, crippled and toothless,” 
and during his re-election campaign, a worthless 
public figure who needed “like polluted water to be 
cast out the back door.”

How about that! And, during the presidential 
election of 1800, Jefferson even hired a “publicist,” 
James Callender, to attack his opponent, John 
Adams, calling him “a repulsive pedant...a gross 

hypocrite”. In return, Adams’ men called Vice 
President Jefferson “a mean-spirited, low-lived 
fellow...” and went on to insult the race of both 
Jefferson’s mother and father’s ancestry. Not said 
with positive intent. Not nice.

But, as history played out, we really 
do have reason to take heart. Although this was 
reflective of the rancor at our foundation, the nation 
nonetheless persevered against great odds, grew and 
progressed.  We still have a long way to go to be 
a nation “with liberty and justice for all…” but we 
have always been a nation of optimism, for good 
reason. We have proven that we can forgive and 
grow and heal wounds.  In old age, the bitter rivals 
Jefferson and Adams wrote many letters to each 
other, where they reconciled and even became very 
good friends. In fact, Adams wrote Jefferson that 
“intimate Correspondence with you...is one of the 
most agreeable Events in my Life.”

They still sharply disagreed on a number of 
things, but in a civil manner. And, in what some see 
as a divine act, they both died on July 4, 1826, fifty 
years to the day of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. Coincidence? Or a lesson given 
for us all in how we can respectfully disagree and 
work together and build something great? Happy 
Independence Day!

By Jack Wachtman
General Services Liaison, RAC

The General Services (GS) department of 
Riderwood Village, under Director Jason Spivey, 
fills many essential basic needs of residents including 
maintenance, engineering, housekeeping, laundry, 
security, transportation, project management, 
custom interiors, communications/customer 
services, and grounds. Residents generally interface 
with  GS through the General Service Coordinators 
(GSC) assigned to their building for non-emergency 
resident maintenance or engineering problems. 
Please call your General Services Coordinator 
(GSC) at 301-672-8355 or better yet send an email. 
Refer to Riderwood’s Yellow Pages available at 
your Community Center reception desk for the 
correct email address.

The Resident Advisory Committee advises 
and facilitates GS activities through a RAC 
member assigned liaison duty, currently John (Jack) 
Wachtman who follows Lou Ferguson and Bud 
Bare in this role. A committee of residents, typically 
two or more from each community, meets every two 
months with managers from the GS departments 
to review current operations. These bimonthly 
meetings are supplemented by individual contacts 
by the RAC liaison and by committee members 
with residents and GS personnel.

Reports are made monthly to the RAC 
and are available to residents either from the RAC 
notebooks in each community or by regular email 
through RACDOCs.

Resident may express their concerns 
through the RAC boxes in each community 
using the Resident Concern and Suggestion 
Form (available in the RAC boxes at each front 
desk). These forms are the vehicle for submitting 
a suggestion, coordinating response to a non-
emergency maintenance or engineering resident 
concern or issue, or voicing concern over the lack 
of response to a resident’s communication. 

An important function of the RAC is to 
recommend budget items for the next fiscal year 
to management. Input from the RAC is generally 
provided in July and August. Throughout the year 
the RAC GS committee works with members of 
the GS department to develop mutually-agreed-
upon major items of capital investment needed to 
maintain or upgrade the physical plant. Items such as 
possible needs for new cooling towers, new makeup 
air units (MAUs), improvements in the building 
management system, maintenance of elevators, new 
carpets, new roofs, replacement windows, etc. are 
discussed on a long-term basis. Recommendations 
are made for capital investments one year at a time, 
but in a multi-year context. 

The operating margin is a financial ratio 
that measures profitability in core resident 
operations. In 2018, Riderwood’s year-end 
operating margin was 18.5%, which means 

that for every dollar earned in revenue, 
Riderwood retained $0.185.  These funds are 
invested back into the community to provide 
for future resident expenses, capital program 
needs, and to handle unexpected internal and 
external events.  Having a strong operating 
margin signals overall health and stability 

of a CCRC, allows for more favorable credit 
terms with financial institutions, and reduces 
risk factors, allowing a community to thrive 

sustainable and predictable manner.

What is an operating margin?   
Why is it important to maintain a strong 

operating margin?

By Pat Davis
Director Living in Community, Riderwood Board 
of Directors

Last month, two significant meetings took place 
in our community. In mid-May Jim Davis, owner 
of Erickson Living, visited Erickson communities 
across the country including Riderwood. Ten years 
earlier, after purchasing the company from its 
founder, John Erickson, he had made a similar tour 
to introduce himself to residents and staff and to 
have a first-hand view of our unique senior living 
experience. 

During the recent visit, Jim assured us that he 
remains committed to the original vision, with a 
special emphasis on promoting health and wellness 
and on assuring residents a home for life. Jim 
pledged to continue, for another five years, his 
practice of making a generous annual donation to 

each community’s Benevolent Care Fund, totaling 
$10 million over that period. In addition, he will 
make a $10 million gift to the management company 
to be used for further developing and enhancing 
wellness programs.

Also, in May, Riderwood hosted some members 
of its Board of Directors for a meeting with the 
senior administrative team and the RAC and for 
the usual spring presentation to residents of the 
previous year’s Annual Report, Audit Report, and 
Consolidated Financial Statements. Our resident 
satisfaction, occupancy, and financial position all 
remain strong in the midst of multiple, very visible, 
efforts to maintain and upgrade facilities around our 
campus. 

If you were not able to attend the meeting it can 
be viewed on RiderwoodTV.com, and copies of the 
materials which were distributed are available in the 
administrative office.
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By Libby Rodriguez
Member, CommUNITY Living Committee

We are halfway through 2019; oh, how 
time flies! Earlier this year CommUNITY Living 
rolled out a new initiative called Pay It Forward. 
The idea behind Pay It Forward is that random 
acts of kindness to others will create a ripple effect 
from one person to the next, one community to the 
next. The CommUNITY Living Committee plans to 
internalize and incorporate this initiative throughout 
the rest of the year, as it serves as a good reminder 
to spread kindness and to help others. 

The CommUNITY Living Committee 
has also been working on another new project. In 
the 20th century, Emily Post became a household 
name, synonymous with etiquette and manners. 
This summer, the CommUNITY Living Committee 
brings you our very own Miss Emily P. Riderwood. 
Keep your eyes peeled! You will start to see Emily P. 
Riderwood popping up around campus, reminding 
us about the 12 Principles of Considerate Conduct 
and how we can practice them. Later in the year, she 
may even be joined by a friend! Let’s make Emily P. 
Riderwood proud, by continuing to practice the 12 
Principles and by always being kind and polite to 
fellow neighbors and staff.

CommUNITY Living - 
Continue to pay it forward

“Unexpected kindness 
is the most powerful, 
least costly, and most 
underrated agent of 

human change” 
– Eric Hoffer

By the Erickson Living Embrace Wellness Team

Happy July! As you know from reading 
earlier editions of this newspaper, Erickson Living 
has been on a journey called “Embrace Wellness”—a 
mission to create a greater appreciation for all of 
the dimensions of wellness: physical, emotional, 
intellectual, social, occupational, spiritual, and 
environmental. Our focus for July is on Physical 
Wellness.

In 2004 Michael Poulain and Gianni Pes 
began drawing blue circles on world maps, spotting 
villages where the average person lived a notably-
longer life—places like Okinawa (Japan), Ikaria 
(Greece), Sardinia (Italy), Nicoya (Costa Rica), and 
Loma Linda (California). Brimming with curiosity, 
they asked: “What makes these people different?” 
Although some of the explanation is probably due 
to heredity and environment, these environmental 
gerontologists pointed out an apparent lifestyle 
factor. On average, people in the blue zones:

• Ate more fruits, vegetables, beans, nuts, 
and fish and less red meat

• Kept moving with moderate, routine, 
physical activity

• Invested in relationships: family, friends, 
neighbors, communities 

• Smoked less
Equally inquisitive, Dan Buettner and the 

American Association of Retired Persons launched 
a project in the city of Albert Lea, Minnesota in 
2009—hoping to make it more like a blue zone. 
Indeed, judging from 33 factors among those who 
participated, life expectancy seemed to go up by 
several years. How?

• Walking more
• Gardening more
• Volunteering more
• Choosing healthier food
• Spending more time with family, friends, 

and neighbors
• Finding more purpose in life
Erickson Living Communities sense an 

interplay between quality and quantity. When we 
live better lives, we seem to improve our chances of 
living happier lives—maybe even longer lives. One 
clinician commented: “I am less interested in life 
extension than I am in life optimization … to make 
people happier in their day-to-day lives, to feel more 
fulfilled … With that, longevity comes along for the 
ride.”

• Many of us have found the benefit of eating 
more substantial meals in the morning, smaller 
meals in the evening, and learning to stop when we 
feel almost full. Also enjoying one glass of red wine 

each day.
• Many of us have discovered that our career, 

or our volunteer lifestyle, gives us joy, thereby 
offering fuel to get up each day, reducing our stress 
hormones, and buffering against mortality.

• Many of us have figured out that the 
rocking chair might be deadly. Instead of being 
sedentary, we engage in routine, moderate activity; 
adding quality to years to our life.

• During the last ten years, Erickson 
residents have participated in more than seven 
million workouts: 46% in the Fitness Center, 39% 
in personal training and group exercise classes, and 
15% in the Aquatic Center.

There is wisdom in the prayer of Reinhold 
Niebuhr who wrote: “God, grant me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot change, the courage to 
change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the 
difference.” If we turn this courage toward UCLA, 
we hear Dr. Gary Small advise all of us to practice 
“The Big Four”:

• Eating Wisely
• Exercising Daily
• Learning Consistently
• Relaxing Meaningfully
Back when our grandparents were growing 

up, the average American lived into their late forties. 
Now, more than 50,000 of us have celebrated our 
100th birthday—with more than 200 centenarians 
living in Erickson Communities, most of them in 
independent apartments (64%)! Like a blue-zone, 
Erickson Living Communities seek to add more 
living to our life!

By Margie Steffens
Co-Chair, Habitat Subcommittee of the 
Riderwood Sustainability Committee

The red-bellied woodpecker was there at 
7:00 a.m. as we sat down to enjoy our morning 
coffee. It had chosen the highest perch in the dead 
tree in perfect view as we watched from our fifth-
floor apartment in Village Square. The woodpecker 
family had claimed that dead tree every morning 
through the seasons, whether the weather was 
harsh, rainy or cold. Sometimes it was a young one, 
often clinging with spindly legs, as the wind gusts 
rocked the tree limbs. This morning it was proud 
male, with a brilliant red-head, pecking away, 
hoping to find the grubs the tree offered on a warm 
spring day.

Suddenly, a large black and white bird 
claimed a perch not three feet away. I gasped as 
the two eyed one another. It was the pileated 
woodpecker, twice the size of its smaller cousin 
the red-bellied. It sported a head the shape of that 

comical Woody Woodpecker and was fully clad 
in glossy black wings with a white wing bar, his 
fine crest cocked upward to display his prowess. 
The pileated is the big kahuna of the woodpecker 
family, and as I glanced back and forth from one 
to the other, I could see that the smaller bird knew 
he had more than met his match. His crest feathers 
were up, and he clung closer to the trunk of the 
tree. It was thrilling to watch. Suddenly, the large 
bird flew, and the event was over. In a few seconds, 
pecking resumed as if nothing had happened.

We have gained much from our three 
years’ residence at Riderwood, but it is the habitat 
surrounding our buildings that has offered us the 
most joy. From our warm apartment, we have 
witnessed the harshness of winter, the coming of 
great storms, and the evolving of spring. However, 
looking down on the tree canopy at Park View at 
the woodpeckers, finches, warblers, and orioles 
that appear at various seasons is a special gift that 
we never expected. We are working to sustain the 
habitat at Riderwood.

Sustainability Corner - A view from the fifth floor

Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus)

The five cities designated above are blue zones, 
or areas where the average person lived a notably 
longer life span.
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By Bob Merikangas
Resident Writer

We at Riderwood have some great 
connections with the nearby Calverton Elementary 
School, but not many of us are aware of it. From 
October to May for several years, about twenty 
residents have been Pen Pals with students in a fifth-
grade class there. As Pen Pals, the residents and 
students exchange letters, usually every other week. 
The residents write letters to a student one week, 
and the student responds the next week. The resident 
letters are gathered at the Village Square front desk 
and delivered to the school in an envelope. The 
student letters are brought from the school and put 
in the cubbies of their resident contacts.

Judy Felsenfeld, Riderwood’s volunteer 
coordinator, would like to thank Rhoda Sumner 
and Sulocha Fernandopulle for their leadership 
and assistance in supporting the Pen Pal group. 
“Rhoda and Sulocha have done an excellent job 
in coordinating the letter exchange process and 
communicating with all involved, keeping the 
groups (residents and Calverton Elementary) well-

informed.”
On May 29, Judy planned a field trip to 

Calverton Elementary so that residents could meet 
their student pen pals. They all met the students 
in the school library. Each resident spoke with his 
or her pen pal one-on-one for 30 minutes. Next, 
students and residents shared their thoughts and pen 
pal experience with the group.  For Judy and the 
residents, it is a heart-warming experience.  A fun 
and special event for all!

In the letters, many topics are shared, 
depending on the student’s interests, which may be 
sports, music, cultural events (such as Thanksgiving), 
or local interests such as visiting museums in DC. 
Of course, some of the students have come from 
another country, such as Haiti or El Salvador, and 
some communication is in Spanish. Some parents 
of the children work here at Riderwood. The 
students know about Riderwood as a retirement 
community and sometimes ask questions about it, 
or about the lives of the residents with which they 
are communicating. We are an active part of our 
Beltsville community!

Pen pal program connects Riderwood 
with Calverton Elementary School

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Peter Feigl’s wife, “Lennie” (Leonie), called 
him the “Brad Pitt of Holocaust history” since he has 
been featured in four books, three documentaries, 
and a movie. 

His journey began in 1929 in Berlin, 
Germany, as a “spoiled only child” in a secular 
upper-middle-class family. His father, an Austrian 
graduate mechanical engineer, felt unaffected by 
Hitler’s raging antisemitism. The family moved from 
Czechoslovakia to Austria in 1937 where Peter was 
baptized in the Catholic Church. In 1938 the family 
fled to Brussels for political reasons with only one 
suitcase each. Peter remembers leaving behind all 
his toys. The family lived a more spartan life in a 
small furnished apartment but felt safer in neutral 
Belgium. In March 1938, Germany annexed Austria 

and a year later invaded Poland. Peter’s father, who 
was involved in international travel, was arrested 
in 1940 as a suspected German spy. Peter and his 
mother fled to Paris, where an aunt lived, and where 
they later reunited with his father. The parents were 
taken from Peter in 1942 and killed in Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp.

Thus, he began two years of fleeing, hiding, 
and using a false identity. Peter remembers ducking 
machine gun fire, escaping arrest, finding shelter 
in a small French protestant mountain village and 
attending high school under a false identity. He came 
to the United States in 1946 to join family members.

The technical education during his three 
years in the Air Force and his expertise in three 
languages (French, German, and English) led to a 
successful career, first with the Government and 
later in the private sector in aerospace and defense.

Peter wrote two diaries while a youth in 

exile. The first one was confiscated in early 1943. He 
was able to locate and repurchase it for $265.00 after 
he appeared in a documentary film in 1987. These 
diaries are now in possession of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in DC. 

Peter and Leonie retired to Stuart, Florida, 
in 1990 and Peter had the opportunity of working 
with local teachers to help them better understand 
the Holocaust. This led to numerous speeches in 
schools and other venues as well as appearing on 
CBS News with Charlie Rose and in a documentary 
for BBC.

Peter often reminds his audiences when 
speaking of the Holocaust that (1) hatred is acquired, 
(2) it leads to scapegoating minorities, (3) bullying 
needs to be stopped and (4) hate leads to mindless 
killing.                                     

Peter currently hosts the German 
Conversation Group at Riderwood. Riderwood 
TV will be screening one of the documentaries on 
Channel 972 in July with a new intro with Peter. Be 
sure to watch the TV Guides for more information. 

Holocaust documentary featuring resident to screen on Riderwood TV

Peter Feigl (in 1943, left & now, right) escaped Nazi Germany by fleeing to France before coming to the 
United States in 1946. Feigl has since been featured in four books, three documentaries, and a movie about 
the Holocaust. (Photos courtesy of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum)

Peter Feigl’s diary documenting his escape from 
Nazi Germany is featured in the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. 
(Photo courtesy of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum)

By Regenia Mapson
Health Insurance Resource Manager

Now is the time to check out Erickson 
Advantage – the health plan designed 
specifically for residents living in Erickson 
communities. 

Erickson Advantage plans can offer 
you more coverage than Original Medicare. 
Some of the extra benefits you could get with 
an Erickson Advantage plan include hearing 
aids, vision benefits, transportation to plan-
approved medical appointments, preventive 
dental services, and prescription drug plans.   

We have plans to fit a variety of 
situations and needs. We have plans for those 
interested in lower monthly premiums, living 
with chronic conditions, in need of prescription 
drug coverage, who need a plan to work with 
VA benefits, or who are living in Long-Term 
Care.

Learn more today by calling Health 
Insurance Resource Manager Regenia Mapson  
at 301-572-8450 TTY:711 from 8:30 a.m. to  
5:00 p.m.

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare 
Insurance Company or one if its affiliated companies, 
a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare 
contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s 
contract renewal with Medicare. UnitedHealthcare 
Insurance Company complies with applicable Federal 
civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.

Health insurance for 
Erickson Living residents
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(Continued from Page 1)
He remembers the impact of seeing the 

church on the corner that resembled a cathedral 
in Italy sitting among the empty buildings. John 
contacted Father Ed Frazer of the Provincial of 
Sulpician order that owned St. Charles Seminary. 
Many years earlier, when John was in seminary at 
Catholic University, Father Frazer was a prefect at 
the college where he was living, so they knew each 
other well. The site was perfect for the future home 
of Charlestown, which would include 1640 residents 
plus continuing care. 

He moved his family to Baltimore and for 
the next eight to ten years his total focus was on this 
retirement community with new concepts such as 
refundable deposits and fee for service (basic charge 
with added cost such as housekeeping or nursing 
care when needed).

His next stepping stone came when Ford 
Motor Company wanted to develop the 40-acre farm 
in Dearborn, Michigan, where Henry Ford had lived 
as a child. Representatives came to see Charlestown 
and were impressed enough to lead to the building 
of the 850 residential unit complex in the early 90s.

Oak Crest was built in 1995 and John says, 
“The engine was working, and banks then allowed 
me to do two to three projects per year”. Eventually 
23 communities were built in 12 states (some later 
separated from Erickson management and there are 
now 19).

John commented on the advancements made 
at Erickson properties over the past 40 years as the 
result of concepts developed in one community being 
added to other communities (for example, Pubs with 
pool tables and poker tables were developed by a 
dining leader in Boston and soon became a new 
standard in all campuses. Another dining leader 
came up with the idea of “Presentation Dining” and 
developed the bar area where a diner can watch and 
talk with the cooks while they prepare meals. 

The most significant development was the 
evolution of the Erickson Health systems with in 
house clinics staffed 24 hours and the development 
of the Erickson Advantage Medicare Health Plan.

John adds that “There can always be 
improvement. The key is to know, care, and listen 
to the residents and then continue to implement 
programs to make life better.”

John Erickson (far right) and other dignitaries celebrate the start of construction on Riderwood Village at 
the groundbreaking ceremony on May 25, 1999. 

Erickson founder reminisces about company history

By Fiona Divecha
Manager, Philanthropy & Resident Life

More and more residents are asking me 
“what is the Legacy Society?” and so I want to 
make sure all residents know that they can leave 
a lasting legacy of giving and caring at riderwood.  
Legacy Society members have pledged a gift from 
their estate.  It has no impact on their finances now 
but makes a great impact on our future.  

The Legacy Tree is our way of recognizing 
Riderwood’s philanthropic leaders who have 
pledged a planned gift to the Benevolent Care or 
Scholarship Funds.   

Any resident can create a planned gift by 
adding the BCF or SCH as beneficiaries to their:

• Entrance Deposit Refund Form
• Will and/or Trust Documents
• Beneficiary Designation Form for a 

Retirement Account or Life Insurance
Planned giving is a great way to make 

a larger impact without any worry you could 
deplete your assets.  Our goal is to grow our 
legacy tree one leaf at a time.  Each pledge helps 
to strengthen the future of our community.  If you 
would like to join the Legacy Society or inform the 
Philanthropy department of a planned gift you have 
already created, please contact Fiona Divecha at  
301-572-8396.

Leaving a Legacy 
at Riderwood

Members of the Riderwood Legacy Society receive 
an acorn pin to represent the sizable impact their 
donation makes on the community similar to how a 
mighty oak tree begins as a humble acorn.

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Frank and Ruth Erk moved to Riderwood 
from Long Island, New York in September 2000, 
four months after the community’s grand opening. 
Their lives had been immersed in music since their 
teen years living in Evansville, Indiana, and it was 
natural that they should become leaders organizing 
a music program at Riderwood.

Frank began playing the clarinet and 
violin in elementary school. His orchestra director 
suggested that he play the viola “to stretch my little 
finger (pinkie).” In high school he met Ruth, a 
freshman, who became his accompanist, and they 
began 76 years of making music together. 

Frank and Ruth played in the Evansville 
Philharmonic Orchestra both in high school and 
college. Frank continued his music into graduate 
school at Johns Hopkins, where he earned a PhD 
in Biological Sciences. He says, “Although I took 
my viola along to graduate school it got very little 
exercise.” Later Frank carved out time to participate 
in both orchestral and vocal groups throughout 
his academic career that culminated in a faculty 
position at Stony Brook University.

Frank organized a men’s group at Riderwood 
that was dubbed the Riderwood Balladeers. It began 
with nine charter members, eventually growing 
to 24 singers. Their first performance was in the 
Potomac Café.

Seven years later he also formed a women’s 
chorus, the Grace Notes. Frank led a debut concert 
of the women’s chorus in 2007 with 28 women. 
He continued the Balladeers, with the able 
accompaniment of Ruth, through the May 2015 
concert. Frank built a music library first using his 
personal funds and later utilizing donations.

Myra Tate, a talented local musician who 

moved to Riderwood, led the Grace Notes for a 
year prior to her death.

After Ray Roth had moved to Riderwood 
from Mackinaw City, Michigan, in 2005, Myra 
suggested that he lead a men’s group performing 
a song at the Grace Notes Christmas concert. 
Becky Hedin later invited them to participate in 
an Acoustic-Cats concert. These events led to the 
formation of the Gentlemen Songsters.

Ray was a farm boy from Litchfield, 
Illinois, who after attending Millikin College 
served a two-year stint playing trombone and 
jazz accordion in Army Bands. He later earned a 
master’s degree at the University of Illinois and 

a PhD in music from Michigan State. Ray taught 
high school instrumental music prior to developing 
the music department at the University of Michigan 
at their Flint campus. Ray’s wife, Cidney, has been 
his accompanist just as Ruth had been for Frank.

Ray directed the Grace Notes for a year 
prior to William Wisnom becoming their conductor. 
Ray conducted his final Gentlemen Songsters 
concert on May 11.

Frank and Ray are now retired from their 
conducting duties but are eagerly looking forward 
to being in the audience of the Grace Notes and 
Gentlemen Songsters concerts. Ray comments 
“May they flourish in the future.”

Resident conductors guide music at Riderwood for 20 years

Frank Erk (left) and Ray Roth (right) are responsible for directing versions of two of the resident musical 
groups for almost 20 years. (Photo by Chris Taydus)
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On Saturday, June 1, the Riderwood Philanthropy department hosted the first ever “Chari-Tea Party” to benefit the Benevolent Care Fund. Residents decked 
out in their fanciest hats and tea party outfits congregated in Maryland Hall for an afternoon tea party full of delicious food, great conversation, and, of course, 
plenty of varieties of tea. Resident piano players provided some soothing background music to the festivities, and the Riderwood Quilting Club also displayed some 
of their work. They even auctioned off a quilt which was won by the daughter of a Riderwood resident. Due to the high participation in this event, Philanthropy is 
considering making it an annual event for residents and their guests. (Photos by Chris Taydus)

Philanthropy celebrates first “Chari-Tea Party” for Benevolent Care

Riderwood celebrated a major milestone in construction on June 13 with the Topping Off of the new Wellness Center. The Topping Off tends to signify the 
placement of the final beam or its equivalent in a structure. In Riderwood’s case, the ceremony indicated the completion of the main structure of the new Wellness 
Center. Gary Hibbs, Executive Director, spoke at the event and highlighted the importance this building has for Riderwood and Erickson Living as a whole. Then 
Gary signed the final steel beam of the structure followed by all those in attendance. The new Riderwood Wellness Center is scheduled to open in May of 2020. 
(Photos by Courtney Coombs)

Plano Coudon tops off the new Riderwood Wellness Center
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Employees had a chance to enjoy the beautiful summer weather during the annual Employee Picnic on Friday, June 14. This year’s event was a fiesta and 
had events, food, and entertainment based around the theme. A mariachi band serenaded employees as they enjoyed a special catered lunch provided by Sardi’s 
Pollo A La Brasa. Riderwood staff also had the opportunity to spray the executive team with silly string as they were split into two teams in an attempt to guide one 
blindfolded member, Associate Executive Director Alphonso Westley and Sales Director George Mishraky, across the town center green where a piñata awaited 
them. Other entertaining events included a cactus ring toss, bobbing for jalapeño peppers in whipped cream, a soccer challenge, and an intense game of musical 
chairs. And, for the third year in a row, the women on staff showed up the men in an intense tug of war battle. Between events, staff could take photos in a photo 
booth, throw footballs and play soccer, dance to the music, and just take some time to enjoy the weather and each other. (Photos by the Riderwood TV Staff)

Riderwood staff enjoy a fiesta themed Employee Picnic

Since the safety barrier was put up in Lakeside Commons, contractors have been hard at work demolishing and rebuilding the area to accommodate phase 
one of the construction project which will house the new lounge area, classroom, mailboxes, and the Blue Heron Pub. We are excited to say that the project is right 
on schedule. When touring the area, you can see that walls have been put up distinguishing each area. When looking through the safety wall doorway, the pub can 
be found to your left, and the new classroom to your right. Electrical wiring work continues in the ceiling,v and new piping has been put into place to accommodate 
the new family restroom. Residents will be happy to know that the fireplace, as it was remains untouched. Much like the previous pub in Town Center, the fireplace 
will now be enjoyed by both residents in the new lounge and those dining within the new restaurant. One of Lakeside’s most distinguishing features prior to the 
renovation was its skylight. This feature remains untouched but will now illuminate the diners of the pub, adding to its aesthetic. (Photos by Chris Taydus)

Construction continues in Phase 1 of Lakeside Commons

Riderwood’s Veteran’s Legacy group conducted their annual Flag Day ceremony on Friday, June 14. Residents and staff were invited to the Village Square 
flag pole to pay tribute to our stars and stripes, and honor those who defended everything it represents. Following a short invocation by Rev. James Bell of Pastoral 
Ministries, Commander Jules Balog opened the ceremony and introduced Executive Director Gary Hibbs who read President Donald Trump’s 2019 proclamation 
of Flag Day. Commander Balog presented the Call of Colors as Colonel Lou Ferguson and retired Naval Reservist Bruce Donaldson raised the Betsy Ross and 
Prisoner of War flags. They were accompanied by Sergeant Michael Grasso on bugle and the voices of our residents reciting the Star Spangled Banner and Pledge 
of Allegiance. The program also featured a short reading by Lieutenant Commander Dave Williams and the Toast to the Flag poem recited by Colonel Ferguson. A 
ceremony was also held for the residents in Arbor Ridge later that day. (Photos by Avedis Aghguiguian)

Veteran’s Legacy Group hosts Flag Day ceremony

The new mailbox area (previously part of the Lakeside 
Commons Fitness Center)

Windows from the new pub that will eventually face 
the Overlook Dining Room

The beginnings of the bar that will be in the new pub 
(previously part of the Overlook Lounge)

The kitchen for the new pub (previously the Lakeside 
Commons Card Room/Library)

The new classroom (previously part of the Lakeside 
Commons Fitness Center)

The entrance to the new pub from the lounge side and 
the untouched Lakeside Commons Fireplace
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By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Riderwood is a private senior living 
community for adults age 60 and better. A variety 
of living options are available, from a full array of 

advanced care, including assisted living, memory 
care, nursing care, and rehabilitation, to comfortable 
independent living apartments. Being situated on 
120 picturesque acres provides the ideal setting for 
tranquil, homelike living.

Kathy Thompson’s nine-year-old 

granddaughter, Kendal, said it well. She asked 
“Grandma, do you know the best thing about 
you living at Riderwood instead of your house?” 
Kendal’s response was “It is that you can live with 
your friends”.

Learning more about the population of Riderwood
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By Becky Griffin
Organizer, Riderwood Mah Jongg Tournament

It’s Mah Jongg time again!  Riderwood 
has been hosting the annual Mah Jongg 
tournaments since 2008.  The tournament 
attracts players from Delaware to Virginia.  The 
2019 date will be on Thursday, August 15 from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  This tournament has 
been described by regular players as the best in 
the area.  Riderwood residents are encouraged 
to play.  No skill level is required.  Tournament 
proceeds benefit the Benevolent Care Fund.

The daily activities will include breakfast 
snacks and beverages served during registration, 
9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m., and a lunch provided by 
Riderwood Catering Service.  There will also 
be door prizes and a 50/50 raffle with prizes. 
Tournament prizes will be $300 for first place, 
$200 for second place, $100 for third, $50 for 
fourth, and $10 for each of the five high round 
winners.

Registration for the Tournament is $50; 
$25 of which is deductible as a donation to the 
Riderwood Benevolent Care Fund.  Registration 
begins on June 17, 2019; ends on July 31, and is 
limited to the first 120 players who register.  

For more information, please call  
Barbara Breit at 301-586-8152, Becky Griffin at 
301-384-4719, or Judy Nagle at 301-960-9729.

2019 Mah Jongg 
tournament set 
for August

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Mike Mullins, founder and leader of the 
Board Games Club, bought his first War Game, 
Tactics II, while a student at Lehigh University 
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania in 1957. He was a 
civil engineering major but changed to Modern 
European history because of his love for Classical 
history, including Egypt, Greece, and Rome, which 
better fit his personality. He was later enticed by 
sales brochures from Avon Hill Game Company 
to purchase other games. At first, they offered war 
games, which were and still are intense, complicated, 
and time-consuming and Mike found it difficult to 
find opponents. They slowly morphed their offerings 
to include family friendly Euro style games. These 
are what Mike usually offers at club meetings.

Mike is married and has two children, and 
was living in Gaithersburg, Maryland, working as 
a Terrain Analyst for National Imagery & Mapping 
Agency (the old Army Map Service) in 1990 
when Avon Hill Game Company began having 
national conventions to showcase their games. 
Mike first attended in 1996, becoming a member 

of Boardgames Players Association (BPA) and 
has enjoyed attending their World Boardgaming 
Championships (WBC) for more than 20 years. 
While he never won a championship, over the years 
he placed third in History of the World (his favorite 
game), fourth in Rail Baron, and fifth in Britannia.

Carol and Mike moved to Kings Court in 
2015 and he has been looking for others who, like 
himself, enjoy the camaraderie, fun, friendship, 
and spirited good-natured sportsmanship of playing 
board games that he found at WBC. Mike comments 
“Playing board games is an ancient and noble way 
of relaxing and enjoying life. He uses a picture of 
Nefertari playing Senet as the logo for Boardgame 
Players Club.”

Club member Sally Walton comments “I 
have met some wonderful folks at the Club who 
enjoy playing board games. It is laid back and there 
is a chance to learn new games.” 

The Boardgame Players Club meets at 1:00 
p.m. the second Saturday of the month in Village 
Square Class Room. No experience is necessary 
since newcomers will be instructed. You may contact 
Mike Mullins 301-960-9745 or michaelmullins36@
gmail.com.

Board gamer brings his love to 
Riderwood with new group

By Judith Johnson
Resident Writer

Michele Morgan, 321 Walden Court, has 
children’s colorful blocks on her package shelf, 
for residents to get creative with. People come by 
all day and make sculptures. Some towers only 
last until the door slams. Other elaborate, elegant 
sculptures last until the next artist comes by and 
rearranges them. Sue Bell gave them to Michele 

before she died. 
“What an imaginative way to sustain a 

memory,” says James Torri.
Winnie Coggins says, “Michele’s blocks 

really attract me because I found a similar set at 
Goodwill in the early 1970s when my kids were 
young. It’s fun to walk by Michele’s shelf, make 
a few changes and remember the many hours my 
sons spent with the blocks. My granddaughter is 
carrying on the tradition.”

Getting unblocked in Walden Court
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“Mom” Pat moved to King’s Court 
at Riderwood with twins (gray and 
brown): Trouble and Beyoncé.  The 

cats had impeccable manners and were 
very quiet and well behaved.

Then, Jenny from the grounds 
department rescued feral kittens, and 
Pat couldn’t say no to a little orange 

boy. Originally named ‘Wackadoodle” 
for the chaos inflicted on this quiet 

household!
But the twins adopted him and now he 
is named Daryl; though quiet has yet 

to return.

If you would like your pet featured 
please contact Nancy Gray at  
nancythegray@yahoo.com.



By The Riderwood Reporter Staff
Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 17, in Maryland Hall at Montgomery Station.

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration understand what we can 
do to improve service to residents. Transcripts of questions and answers from the meeting may be rephrased without changing the accuracy of the information 

presented or omitted due to spacing issues for this column in the Reporter. 

Starting this month, the Reporter will feature a recap of the previous month’s meeting as opposed to the one two months prior. For a recap of  
the May 2019 Conversation with Administration meeting, visit www.riderwoodtv.com and view the online edition of the July newspaper. 

The following reflects the highlights of Conversation with Administration conducted in June:

Updates from the Staff
• Jason Spivey, Director of General Services, 
announced that Project Manager Chris Davis had 
been promoted to Assistant Director of General 
Services. Chris will continue to oversee the various 
construction projects around the campus until his 
replacement is hired and becomes acquainted with 
the job.  

• The General Services team appreciates the 
residents’ patience as they work through air 
conditioning issues in different buildings. They are 
currently working on an immediate, but temporary 
solution to the problem at the moment with the plan 
to work on a permanent solution soon after that. 

• Carpet installation has begun in the Town Center 
residential buildings with the first floor of Madison 
Green underway. After Madison Green, work will 
begin in Calvert Landing, Fox Run, and finally 
Garden View. Residents will receive notification of 
all the work as it happens.

• The steel structure of the new Wellness Center is 
completed, and work has begun on the foundation 
and exterior. The Wellness Center is slated to open 
in May of 2020. 

• In Lakeside Commons, the opening of the satellite 
fitness center will be coming very soon as we are 
only waiting on the inspection at this point. 

• Director of Dining Services Jeff Kimbell spoke 
about the team’s new green and eco-friendly 
initiatives. The most significant change so far has 
been the implementation of new carryout containers 
that are either compostable or recyclable. 

• Jeff did let residents know that while some of the 
new containers are smaller than previous containers, 
the portion size of the food is the same. The Dining 
Services team demonstrated this on the most recent 
episode of the Dining Services Update Show on 
Riderwood TV. 

• The new three compartment container is 
microwavable and vented. Also, the new carryout 
bags are flat bottom making your meals more secure. 

• Jeff spoke on how the Fireside Dinner service was 
recently converted to a buffet. This issue is mainly 
due to staffing. Jeff mentioned that the Washington, 
D.C. area has a very low unemployment rate and 
this, combined with the high standards that the 
community sets for its employees, has caused some 
unfilled vacancies in dining that the team is working 
to fill as quickly as possible with high-quality 
employees. 

• New menus rolled out on June 17. The team has 
heard great feedback from residents, and this is due 
in part to the Voice of the Customer meetings where 
residents can provide input and suggestions for the 
new menus. 

Questions from Residents
• Can anyone speak on the closing of elevators 
and lack of lights in the stairwells of Orchard 
Point last week?
The building in question had an electrical short occur 
that didn’t shut down the emergency generators but 
required some services to be shut down to repair it. 

Security was on site to help residents during this 
time and included carrying some residents to higher 
floors and, in one instance, a resident’s power chair 
as well. The electrical short was not completely 
repaired, so a planned outage will be occurring in 
the overnight hours soon and affected residents will 
be notified in advance. 

• Many of the contractors working on getting 
apartments ready for reoccupancy on higher 
floors are doing a poor job of cleaning up after 
themselves. Is there anything that can be done 
about this?
Our housekeeping team does its best to stay on top 
of keeping all public spaces clean throughout the 
campus. Regardless of that though, we will speak 
the Noel Vasquez, housekeeping manager, about 
increasing the frequency of cleanings of the floors 
in question. 

• I heard a rumor that if family badges are not 
used in 90 days, they are deactivated. Is this true?
To minimize unused badges, friends & family 
badges are deactivated in our system if not used 
every 90 days. Every time your visitors uses their 
badges, the 90-day clock resets, so frequent visitors 
should not have a problem with this. The friends & 
family badge program was not intended for people 
that visit less frequently, so, hopefully, this shouldn’t 
be an issue for most guests utilizing the program. If 
an existing badge is deactivated, there is no charge 
to reactivate it; you just need to contact the security 
department. 

• The various groups and classes that used the 
Lakeside Commons Fitness Studio were recently 
moved to the Chesapeake Room in Montgomery 
Station. The floor in that room is very slippery 
and not suitable for the residents. Why was 
everything shifted now when the construction 
has not even started in that room yet?
Riderwood is doing its best to minimize the 
inconvenience to residents, but inconvenience 
cannot be avoided entirely. Our Community 
Resources team, with help from other departments, 
are doing a great job of relocating these groups 
to accommodate everyone best. While there is no 
apparent construction being done in that space yet, 
the contractors have been in there to start preparation 
work. As for the flooring, everything was done to 
specification, but we will look into the problem and 
see if there is a solution. 

• I’ve written e-mails, both positive and negative, 
to various staff members, and I have not received 
any feedback from the staff in question. What is 
the best course of action to correct this?
The Riderwood staff has put a strong emphasis in 
2019 to improving one-on-one communications 
with residents and families. If you are not getting 
the response that you expect, please reach out to 
administration with details (whom you contacted, 
when you contacted, etc.), and we’ll work with the 
staff member in question to improve that turnaround 
time. 

• What is Riderwood’s policy for towing 
improperly parked vehicles? I’m wondering 
particularly about abandoned cars. 
Riderwood does tow abandoned vehicles off of the 
campus, but we do our best to work with the owner 
or family of the owner to exhaust all options before 

towing. When Riderwood has a vehicle towed, 
the cost is incurred by the community, so trying to 
find an alternate solution is usually the more cost-
effective option.

• Why are keys for exterior doors no longer being 
issued to residents?
The primary reason for moving to a key-less entry 
system is security. If a key is lost or stolen, the 
exterior doors are no longer secure, and the cost of 
re-keying all the exterior doors is very high. With 
the new badge system, if a badge is lost or stolen, it 
can be immediately deactivated and no longer poses 
a security risk. We understand that some doors do 
malfunction, so the security team has begun posting 
signage outside of doors with the security team 
phone number, so residents can call if there is a 
problem. 

• Can the community look into increasing the 
frequency of regular shuttles to the Greenbelt 
Metro Station so that residents can easily travel 
to Washington, D.C.?
In the past, we’ve had a minimal request for regular 
trips to that metro station. We appreciate your 
suggestion, but as with other ideas, Riderwood does 
its best to offer you outstanding services without 
having to increase monthly service fees drastically. 
The cost has to be taken into consideration with 
this type of suggestion. Regardless, we encourage 
residents to always bring these suggestions to 
our attention as it helps us figure out what our 
community is looking for at Riderwood. We will 
look into that further and see if more residents are 
now interested in that service.

• I’m concerned about a recent decline in 
the quality of the food served at the Windsor 
restaurant. Also, they recently ran out of 
meatballs for the spaghetti and, instead, served 
sausage which is not what the menu said. 
If you experience an issue with the food in a 
particular dining room, we recommend you let one 
of the managers know immediately. It’s easier to 
identify and resolve a problem as it’s happening 
than to solve it later. About running out of certain 
foods, the Dining Services team works to analyze 
the history of particular foods when ordering and 
planning for dinner services to prevent excessive 
leftovers as much as possible. Sometimes the 
planning doesn’t match the demand, and we utilize 
this new data point when planning for the next 
time that meal is served. Part of the problem also 
is that due to the Lakeside Commons construction 
and Fireside converting to a buffet, residents are 
choosing other dining venues, which can drastically 
change the demand for a particular food. 

• I recently received a notice on my vehicle 
that residents that violated campus parking 
regulations three times would have their car 
towed. What is the reasoning behind this change 
in policy?
Many residents have noted receiving these notices, 
but please be aware, this is NOT from the Riderwood 
staff. The warnings are being placed on windows 
by a non-staff member. We request that the person 
behind the notices please stop posting them. We 
do encourage residents to not park in those spaces, 
but there is currently no policy in place for towing 
resident vehicles.

Page 10          |          RiderwoodTV.com          |          Riderwood Reporter          |          RiderwoodLife.org          |        July 2019



By Ed Vilade
Resident Writer

The Village Early Music Ensemble will 
present a program of Renaissance and Baroque 
vocal and instrumental music on Tuesday, July 9 
at 4:30 p.m. in the Riderwood Chapel. All singers 
and instrumentalists on the program are Riderwood 
residents.

Admission is free, but donations are 
welcome. All contributions over the costs will be 
donated to the Riderwood Benevolent Care Fund.

The Village Recorder Quartet has been 
meeting regularly since January of 2017. In April 
of 2018, the Quartet joined forces with the newly 
formed Village Early Music Ensemble. Both 
groups are directed by Marketa Ebert and aim to 
explore music from the European Renaissance and 
medieval periods. 

Most of the Ensemble’s repertoire consists 
of 16th century madrigals from Elizabethan 
England. Madrigals are secular songs in several 
parts expressing moods and feelings, much like 
contemporary popular songs. Singing madrigals 
and playing instruments was a very popular social 
activity among educated people of the time.

Opening the program will be organist 
Daniel Sober playing the Fugue on the Magnificat 
VI.6 by Johann Pachelbel.

The Ensemble singers will then perform 
three madrigals: Pastime with Good Company, 

written by King Henry VIII; Farewell Dear Love 
by Robert Jones, and Fine Knacks for Ladies by 
John Dowland.  Accompanying the singers will be 
the Village Recorder Quartet.

The Quartet will follow with the Pavane 
and Galliarde de la Bataille by Tielman Susato.  

The Ensemble singers will then return with 
three more madrigals: Since First I Saw Your Face 
by Thomas Ford, Say Love by Dowland, and Of All 
the Birds by John Bartlett.

Next, the Village Recorder Quartet will play 
My Lord of Oxenford’s Maske by William Byrd and 
the Ensemble will complete its part of the program 
with two madrigals by Thomas Morley: April is in 
My Mistress’ Face and Sing We and Chant It.  

The remainder of the program will consist 
of Baroque music by several Riderwood performers. 
James Unger will perform My Lady Nevell’s 
Ground on the electronic harpsichord and flautist 
Cidney Roth will play the Adagio and Allegro from 
Sonata #2 by Giovanni Platti, followed by pianist 
Elizabeth White playing Jean-Phillipe Rameau’s 
Gavotte in A minor with six variations.  

Baritone Paul Forbes will sing O del mio 
dolce ardor by Christoph Willibald Gluck, and 
Vittoria, mio core by Giacomo Carissimi.  Marketa 
Ebert (recorder) and James Unger (electronic 
harpsichord) will complete the program with the 
Recorder Sonata in G minor by George Friedrich 
Handel.  

Village Early Music Ensemble 
prepares for summer concert

The Village Early Music Ensemble performs at the 2018 Resident Recitals Concert on October 20, 2018. 
(Photo by Riderwood TV)

By the JAM Committee

Just All Music (JAM) is a new entertainment 
committee at Riderwood. JAM, along with the 
philosopher Plato, believes “Music gives a soul 
to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the 
imagination and life to everything.” The JAM 
committee’s mission is to enhance and present a 
broad range of live musical entertainment to the 
very culturally diverse population in the Riderwood 
community and their guests. 

We believe music is a universal language. 
We love all styles, types and genres of music. 
Rhythm and blues, jazz, gospel, popular, classical, 
folk, symphonic, stage and screen are just a few of 
the genres we wish to present. 

We need your support and suggestions. 
In addition, we will need audio/visual trained 
volunteers and ushers. If you are interested, 
please contact Elaine Cambosos at e1cambosos@
comcast.net or 301-273-0870; or Evelyn Horad,  
301-273-0873. 

New JAM 
Committee plans 
live music event 
for Riderwood

By Bette Martin
Member, Diversity & Inclusion Committee

The D&I Committee is pleased to 
announce the second set of Stand Up, Stand With, 
Stand Together activities, a month long mini-
documentary film festival. Marlene Sallo, who 
gave us such a rousing and inspiring speech in 
November, will return to Riderwood on July 29, 
2019 at 11:00 a.m. in Maryland Hall to open the 
festival. During each of the next four weeks, you are 
invited to view and discuss short films on diversity 
and racism; accessibility; LGBTQ concerns, and 
income inequality. Ms. Sallo will return on August 
23, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. in Maryland Hall to lead our 
wrap-up discussion.

Do you remember when in the 60s many 
of us believed that by working together we could 
help our country become free of all its pervasive 
prejudices and stereotypes? If we thought about 
the future at all, we envisioned a society that in 
50 years certainly would embody the still relevant 
words that helped found the United States, words 
we celebrate each Fourth of July. “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

Now we realize that America must always 
continue to strive to become a truly inclusive 
society. We need conversations that help us find 
out about each other and allow us to talk honestly 
about our current concerns. We need to learn about 
groups we had not even identified in the sixties. 
The D&I Committee hopes this film fest will 
help us learn more about how we can stand up to 
support every member of our diverse Riderwood 
community. 

Watch for bulletin board flyers and lobby 
posters with more detailed information.

Diversity & Inclusion Committee presents 
mini-documentary film festival

Marlene Sallo speaks at last year’s Stand Up, Stand 
With, Stand Together event. (Photo by Riderwood 
TV)
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Riderwood welcomed the following new 
residents between May 30 - June 13

Barbara Adams (GV) Greenbelt, MD

Carol Finta (CT) New Smyrna Beach, 
FL

Charles & Jean 
Robinson (CL) Clinton, MD

Joel Bastow (FC) Millsboro, DE

Lorelei Summerville  
(FC) Millsboro, DE

Ann Joseloff (VP) Silver Spring, MD

Carolyn Scorpio (GV) Clarksville, MD

Marianne Kasmer (CC) Fredericksburg, VA

Susan Greenbaum (MS) Rio Rancho, NM

Janice Morrison (FC) Olney, MD

Kay Dambrosia (CL) Silver Spring, MD

Thomas & Patricia Neu 
(FR) Chevy Chase, MD

Kathryn Rosenberg 
(PV) Riverdale, MD

Joy Walton (MS) Ellicott City, MD



By Walt Rybeck
Member, Performing Arts Council

Steve Washington brings 
“A Toast to My Heroes” and his 
highly acclaimed vocal talent to 
Riderwood’s Chapel at 7:30 p.m. on 
Friday, July 19 under auspices of the 
Performing Arts Council. 

A headlining vocalist on 
the world’s finest cruise ships and 
a star in leading clubs around the 
globe, Steve’s show here will be his 
tribute to troubadours he admired—
Billy Eckstein, Johnny Hartman, Joe 
Williams, Nat “King” Cole, and Johnny Mathis. He 
will be accompanied by William Knowles on piano 
and Mark Saltman on upright bass. 

Starting 30 years ago with Princeton 
University singing groups and theater productions, 
Steve went on to acting and singing with professional 
groups. He had roles in Sondheim’s “Merrily We 
Roll Along,” “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” 

and “Hey, Mr. Producer,” a musical 
concert in which he portrayed the 
engineer in “Miss Saigon,” and the 
phantom in “Phantom of the Opera,” 
among others. 

Living in D.C. in the 1990s he 
formed a jazz-funk-oriented group, 
the Steve Washington Project. He 
performed at the area’s top venues, 
including Blues Alley, Bohemian 
Caverns, Mr. Henry’s, Katzen Arts 
Center, Atlas Theater, Carlyle Club, 
the Smithsonian’s American History 
Museum, and Westminster Jazz. 

Steve has been featured 
in multiple Italian tours, in New York City’s 
Metropolitan Room, and in Moscow’s famed 
International House of Music during a Russian tour. 
His CDs include “Right to Love” and “Skylark.” 

Tickets are on sale in all dining lobbies 
Monday and Tuesday, July 15 and 16. NOTE: The 
show will be in the Chapel due to construction in 
the Encore Theater area.

PAC presents the romantic and 
dramatic voice of Steve Washington

By Estelle Belson
Concert Producer, Riderwood Piano Club

Seven years ago, a few Riderwood 
residents who shared a common love of piano 
music, as listeners or players, formed a new group 
that became the Riderwood Piano Club. Shortly 
after, a new idea emerged. We would now be able 
to sponsor concerts devoted to young people who 
display real musical talent and are related to a 
resident. We would look for students in schools and 
universities. 

The response has been overwhelming. The 
students love to perform and the residents applaud 
and appreciate their special talents. This year’s 
crop of fine young musicians features a pianist, a 
classical guitarist, a vocalist plus a surprise or two. 

Jacob Kaplan has played piano beautifully 
in a couple of earlier concerts. 

Lucas White thrilled us with his wonderful 
voice and remarkable range although he has just 
reached his early teens. 

Robbie Belson (pictured above) appears in 
his final concert at Riderwood as he transitions from 
outstanding guitarist and multi-tasking student to 
the complex world of high tech. 

Sean Custer has studied classical piano for 
many years and has appeared in these concerts a 
few times before. This year he will perform – but 
not what you might expect. In no way! 

This year’s “Relatives of Residents” 
concert will take place on Sunday evening, July 21 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Tickets at $5 each will 
go on sale in all dining area lobbies on Monday, 
July 15 and Tuesday, July 16 from 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m., as well as at the door. Doors will open at 7:00 
p.m. Please join us. Bring your friends and family 
for a heartwarming experience.

“Relatives of Residents” concert returns this month

By Trudy Downs
Member, Performing Arts Council

From July 2019 until the total completion 
of the Lakeside Commons repositioning effort, 
PAC ticket sales procedures will be modified. All 
future PAC performances will be held in the Chapel 
with the December performance in Maryland 
Hall. Because space is limited in the Chapel for 
wheelchairs and walkers, there is a physical limit 
to how many of these we can accommodate.  For 
all of our main Encore performances that are 
moved temporarily to the Chapel, we will sell only 
200 general admission tickets (A, B, and C); 10 
wheelchair tickets, and 35 walker tickets.  

During this transition period if you need 
a walker or wheelchair ticket when you buy your 
ticket, you must specify which you require. If you 
are capable of walking into the Chapel without 
your walker, you may purchase a general admission 
ticket, leave your walker out in the lobby and sit 

anywhere you wish. If you inadvertently purchase 
a general admission ticket but need a special 
space, we may have to refund your ticket and turn 
you away from the performance if there are no 
designated spaces available.  

If you need a walker or wheelchair ticket 
and there are none left at the ticket sellers’ table 
in your building, please call Trudy Downs at 301-
960-9640 and leave a message. Your call will be 
returned, and we will let you know if you are able 
to purchase a ticket or if there are no more seats 
available. If there are tickets available for your 
designated request, we will hold one for you at 
the event and you may pay for it at the door. All 
held tickets must be picked up by 7:15 p.m. on the 
day of the performance. After that time any held 
tickets will be sold to others wishing to attend the 
performance.

This procedure will be in effect from 
July 2019 until Lakeside Commons reopens as a 
completely renovated space sometime next Spring.

Changes coming to PAC ticket sales
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Anne Hillman OG 5/24

Terry Bittker BG 5/25

Oliver Woshinsky VP 5/26

Josephine Moluski WC 5/29

Lois Slott CT 5/29

Margaret Ann Wisley OP 5/29

Tina Yee PV 5/30

Nancy Volkers OG 6/5

Raymond Miller FC 6/5

Will Collins FR 6/6

Roanne Hickok OP 6/10

Judith Dunn KC 6/10

Robert Heaton OP 6/11

Mary Kundrat FR 6/12

Dorothy Britt MG 6/13

Betty Gilbert ET 6/16

Joan Henry HG 6/16

The following residents passed away 
between May 24 - June 16


