
By Maria Aghguiguian
Coordinator, Community Resources

Join us for this year’s Winterfest which 
will be held from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Friday, 
December 13 in all five clubhouses. There is 
plenty to enjoy across campus. 

Maryland Hall will be transformed into 
the train station of the North Pole, with plenty of 
games, arts and crafts, and fun for everyone of all 
ages. Enjoy a special visit from Santa and get your 
picture professionally taken! Let the magic of the 
season transform you, as the famed “Mike Rose 
Magic” dazzles and amazes you with his magic 
show in the Montgomery Station Chesapeake 
Room. Don’t miss the sounds of the season as the 
carolers make their way to each dining room! Stop 
by Lakeside Commons Encore Theater to see the 
movie “The Polar Express,” decorate your own 
cookies in Town Center, and enjoy Polar Express 
themed crafts in Village Square.  Pajamas are 
welcomed but not required for you to enjoy the 
festivities!

Don’t forget to join us at Arbor Ridge 

to board the Polar Express! There will be 
entertainment of all sorts, arts and crafts, food 
and drink, and so much more throughout the 

entire building. Wear your comfy PJ’s, grab a hot 
chocolate and join us for a magical ride. We look 
forward to seeing you on Friday, December 13.

All aboard the Winterfest Polar Express!

Santa Claus greets a young fan at his workshop in Maryland Hall during Winterfest 2018. (Photo by Chris Taydus)

By the General Services team

You may 
know Sheena 
Lewis as your 
friendly Riderwood 
P h i l a n t h r o p y 
Coordinator in 
Village Square; 
however, she has 
recently transitioned 
to the General 
Services Department 
as Riderwood’s 
new Reoccupancy 
Manager. 

In her new role, Sheena oversees the 
refurbishment of Riderwood apartments in 
preparation for incoming residents. She also 
manages a highly skilled and dedicated team of 
facilities coordinators who serve as your community 
liaison to the General Services Department. She 
says “I’m excited for the opportunity to continue my 
property management and real estate experience in a 
full-time role here at Riderwood”

Sheena began her career with Riderwood 
in March 2018, after deciding to move to Maryland 
from Houston, TX. In August 2017, while visiting 
her aunt and uncle here at Riderwood (Stanley 
and Jacinta Marshall), her uncle underwent an 
unexpected double amputation, due to a kidney 

condition. Sheena’s short-term visit turned into a 
long-term stay.

At that time, Sheena said, “There was no 
way I could just hop on a plane and head back to 
Houston after something like that. I strongly felt the 
need to stay and help as much as I could; nothing 
else mattered.”

During this same time frame, Hurricane 
Harvey hit in Houston. The impact was devastating. 
It was then Sheena knew for sure her permanent 
home would be back in Maryland, where she had 
raised her daughter as a young single parent many 
years before. She also knew her second career would 
begin at Riderwood. 

“I knew it was a sign from God that I was 
exactly where I needed to be.”

When Sheena’s not serving our Riderwood 
residents, you can find her at the gym. As a former 
fitness dance performer and personal trainer, Sheena 
credits her fitness obsession with staying calm and 
keeping life in perspective while trying not to take 
herself too seriously.

Sheena’s main office is in the General 
Services Annex area, on the Terrace level of MST. 
However, for the next few weeks you can find her in 
the Town Center Facilities Coordinator office.

General Services team welcomes new 
Reoccupancy Manager Sheena Lewis

By Trudy Downs
Vice President & Treasurer, PAC

After nearly 20 years of bringing high 
quality entertainment to Riderwood, the Performing 
Arts Council (PAC) finds it necessary to increase 
our ticket price to $10 per ticket. This change will 
be effective as of January 2020. Since we began, 
the ticket price has remained the same, but we are 
finding it harder and harder to get quality talent at 
the previous price.  

The PAC also donates a portion of our 
proceeds to the Benevolent Care Fund, and that 
amount has decreased in the past several years 
because our costs have gone up. This has also 
caused us to look at our ticket prices. In the external 
world the people we bring for performances would 
demand ticket prices in the $35 - $50 range, and you 
would have to leave our comfortable environment 
to go seek out these performances. For just $10 you 
can get quality entertainment right here in your 
home. No transportation costs, no bundling up 
in coats and hats, no necessity to leave your own 
community – tickets are a bargain at $10 each.

Come hear the music, see the dance, watch 
the drama all for $10 per ticket. We hope to see you 
at a performance sometime soon. On December 
1 (ticket price still $5 per ticket), we feature the 
Montgomery Symphony Orchestra in Maryland 
Hall, and tickets will be on sale in all dining rooms 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on November 25 & 26.

PAC ticket prices to 
increase in 2020

The campus facilities coordinators are:
Bree-Ann Sam (VSQ), Shirley Ford (MST), 

Chelisse Dunn (LSC), and Meagan Park (ABR).
Sheena Lewis will be temporarily based in Town 

Center until a new coordinator can be hired. 

December 2019 Volume 12, Issue 12 RiderwoodTV.com

The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

In this issue
Nurse in the Navy

Learn about the Naval career of 
Maureen Holtzman, a resident who 

turned her nursing career into a 
lifetime of military service and 

dedication. 
Full story on Page 4

Life Among the Navajo

The Continuing Education and 
Diversity & Inclusion Committees 

will sponsor a discussion about 
Dr. Erica Elliott’s time living in a 

Navajo community. 
Full details are on Page 4

Sustainability Corner

Learn about Riderwood’s recent 
designation of certified wildlife 

habitat and what that means for 
our community.

More information on Page 3



By Linda Wanner & Rita Hofbauer
Members, RAC Election Committee

Every February, Riderwood residents have 
the opportunity to vote for a number of people 
from a slate of individuals for a position on the 
Resident Advisory Council (RAC). These elected 
residents represent the hopes, wishes, and concerns 
of all of the residents to management.  It is a golden 
opportunity to be heard and to make a difference in 
the community.

The first step in this process is to identify 
and encourage residents who are willing and able 
to run for election. Every resident is urged to speak 
with anyone he or she thinks might be a potential 
candidate and urge him or her to speak to any of 
the RAC members or Rita Hofbauer or Linda 
Wanner, the authors of this article. Or, reflect on 
this opportunity seriously and consider running for 
election yourself.

While the function of the RAC is advisory, it 
does play a unique and effective role in representing 
concerns, wishes and suggestions of the community 
to management, which has proven itself responsive 
to RAC recommendations. 

This year there are four openings on the 
RAC. The nomination process is on-going until 
January 17, 2020. Do not worry about what position 
you would have on the RAC. Once the election is 
completed, in February, current members, old and 
new, state their position preference to the Chair 
of the RAC and all suggestions and wishes are 
seriously considered.

Those of us who have served on the RAC 
can tell you that it was an enriching and satisfying 
experience.  Talk to any RAC member – past or 
present – if you want to know more about serving 
on the RAC. Once the nominations are closed, 
those who are running will attend an orientation 
to highlight what happens during the two-week 
campaign preceding the election.  

For each of us, Riderwood is home. The 
RAC is a formal and valuable channel for continuing 
to shape our home into the future we envision. Please 
consider using your gifts and talents to help shape 
that reality, either by running for office yourself or 
finding a resident who will step forward to run.

It depends on whether your entrance deposit is 100% or 90% refundable. Both contract 
types require the following conditions:  Turning your keys in, paying any outstanding 

balances, and having a new resident move in and pay their entrance deposit (“resettled”).  
If you have a 100% refundable contract, then your specific apartment needs to be resettled 

in order to receive the refund.  If you have a 90% refundable contract, then as soon as 
the first two conditions  have been met you are assigned a position in a refund queue. 

Refunds in the queue are paid out on a first-in first-out basis, which is funded when any 
existing 90% refund contract apartment is resettled. The 2018 average time from keys-in 
to reservation of that apartment was 108 days. The 2018 average of time between when 

keys are turned in to when the new occupant receives the keys was 168 days (which is down 
sharply from the 2012 average of 328 days). A sample of historic and current number of 

releases and settlements is as follows:

Does my apartment have to be resold before my estate 
receives a refund? How long does it take?

Year 2013 
Actual

2014 
Actual

2015 
Actual

2016 
Actual

2017 
Actual

2018 
Actual

2019 
Forecast

2020 
Budget

Releases 214 229 216 219 220 227 225 220

Resettlements 220 225 227 230 225 229 227 225

By Libby Rodriguez
Member, CommUNITY Living Committee

The holiday season is officially upon us! 
For many, this is a joyous and exciting time of the 
year. The weather starts to get colder, things seem 
to slow down, and it is an excellent time to spend 
with your loved ones. However, we need to keep 
in mind that for others, this time of year can be 
tough. Feeling lonely is a common feeling. While 
loneliness creeps up year-round, it can be especially 
tough to experience during the holidays. Perhaps 
you live far away from your family or are unable to 
see them during the holidays. For others, this may 
be the first holiday season since losing a loved one. 

Keeping in mind the principles of Choosing 
Civility: being inclusive and paying attention. How 
can we help our friends and neighbors who may 
be experiencing loneliness? One way is to take the 
time to notice if your neighbor if exhibiting signs of 
loneliness. If you notice this, try inviting them to a 
meal or to go to an activity together! Even if it’s just 
an invitation to accompany each other to a movie, 
reaching out goes a long way in making others feel 
included and less lonely.

CommUNITY Living 
- Being thankful

“Kindness begins with the understanding that 
we all struggle.”

- Charles F. Glassman

By Gary Hibbs
Executive Director

One of my favorite people and wordsmiths 
in recent history was Maya Angelou. Thankfully, 
another admirer of her life and legacy is George 
Mishraky, our Director of Sales, who is fond of 
quoting her. George did just that recently as he 
spoke to a room full of new employees. The quote 
he used was this: I’ve learned that people will forget 
what you said, people will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how you made them feel.

Isn’t that so very true? I have found it so in 
my life. The impact of our lives on each other and 
how we impact how they feel can be so powerful.

Whether it’s in the early days of an 
employee’s new beginning here at Riderwood, or 
the impact on a fellow resident here at Riderwood, 
or any single interaction along our journeys for that 
matter, the creation of our community is directly 
impacted by how you and I interact with one another.

This is true, no matter how small it may 
seem. You may have heard of the Butterfly Effect, a 
term coined in the early seventies. It posits that the 
flapping of a butterfly’s wings can cause a hurricane 
on the other side of the world. Maybe not right 
away and certainly not readily apparent, but a great 
impact nonetheless!

As we are in the midst of another holiday 
season, let’s be mindful of the incredible power 
that we each have to influence the way someone 
feels. Let’s intentionally use it to bring good cheer 
in a world that seems in short supply, and during a 
season of the year, that can be especially difficult 
for many. 

Thanks for your part in making Riderwood 
a positive community. Let’s go into the year 2020, 
where we’ll celebrate our 20th anniversary, with 
good vibes. As Harvard environmentalist, author 
and educator Bill McKibben has said, be “the 
antibodies kicking in as the planet fights its fever.” 
To a happy and healthy holiday season!
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By Erika Teal
Member, Sustainability Committee

I am very pleased to report that the National 
Wildlife Federation has recently certified Riderwood 
Village as a Wildlife Habitat. That means that we 
provide food sources for wildlife, and we give the 
animals access to water and shelter with places 
to raise their young. With our woods along the 
periphery of our property and with abundant fruit 
and nut trees, the lakes, the grass areas, the berry 
bushes, and so much more, animals are happy to hide 
and raise their young. The 
two certificate signs from 
the National Wildlife 
Federation have been 
mounted at the entrance 
roads by both gatehouses. 

About ten years 
ago, we had a system 
of counting wildlife 
at Riderwood. When 
residents saw an animal 
they could record the 
sighting in a binder 
in the lobbies. Every 
year the sightings were 
counted and reported to Cornell University. Today, 
that system is still intact for bird sightings. The 
information is quite stunning: Between 2005 and 
2010 there is a listing of about 115 different species 
of birds, 35 species of butterflies, 12 species of 
mammals and 6 species of reptiles, some toads and 
frogs and others. Most of us have seen many of the 
birds and some residents have bird feeders on their 
terraces. Some of us have shared our crops with 
mammals such as deer, rabbits and squirrels. We 
see them at Riderwood and recognize them on sight. 
There are some animals that prefer not to be seen. 
They hide in their burrows or in the trees.

I am particularly taken by the gray tree 
frogs. Every spring in the evenings they entertain 

us with their 
shrill mating 
calls (which 
sounds like a 
person rolling 
their R’s) 
in different 
pitches. The 
answer by 
their possible 
mates follows 
within a few 
s e c o n d s . 
Every year 
I look forward to the first calls near my apartment 
on the second floor. I have even found one of the 
little frogs on my balcony chair (they are so small 
that I almost sat on him). With their large toe pads 
on their feet, they can climb walls with ease. They 
hide in unlikely places, as the photo to the right 
suggests. I found one when I was checking the bird 
houses for birds. I have learned to imitate their call 
and have even gotten responses. Their mating calls 
must be successful, because after a few weeks, the 
young ones start jumping across the walkways at 
dusk, probably looking for their first meal of insects, 
crickets or anything small that is high in protein. 
Even though one frog used a birdhouse for shelter, 
they do not eat birds. They disappear in winter for 
their hibernation sleep, wake up next spring and 
start the round again.

We respect the wild animals as our co-
inhabitants. We must always remember that they are 
wild and we should not try to make them into pets, 
and they should not be fed. It will rob them of their 
independence and eventually turn them into pets. 

Riderwood is a wonderful place to watch 
and experience wildlife. Any walk around one of 
the lakes will present you with animals, be it our 
resident blue heron, small birds, ducks, geese, deer, 
rabbits, groundhogs, or one of the many different 
varieties of insects. It’s wild out there!

A gray tree frog (Hyla versicolor) 
takes shelter in one of the Riderwood 
bird houses. (Photo by Erika Teal)

Photo by Chris Taydus

By Pat Davis
Director Living in Community, 
Riderwood Board of Directors

Please consider this your personal invitation 
to attend the annual December Riderwood Town 
Hall meeting at 3:00 p.m. December 6 in the 
Maryland Hall.

As you will recall, there are two such 
meetings each year with representatives of the 
Riderwood Board of Directors – the Annual Meeting 
each May which reviews the previous year’s 
accomplishments and finances, and the December 
meeting which presents the financial outlook and 
other plans for the coming year.

Riderwood’s Board of Directors is  
composed of the 12 members of the Board of  
National Senior Campuses (our supporting 
organization) plus one Director Living in 
Community (that’s me.) 

The work of the Board is related to 
governance including oversight, legal compliance, 
and financial matters. For example, in 2017 the Board 
supported the change to a 90 percent refundable 
entrance deposit, and the Board is responsible for 
approving each annual budget. The Board also 
hires a management company (Erickson Living) 
which is responsible for day-to-day operation of the 
community. Both entities, the Board and Erickson, 
devote considerable time to research and planning 
for the future.

The upcoming Town Hall meeting will 
offer residents an opportunity to ask questions 
about these roles, to learn about the lengthy and 
complex process through which each year’s budget 
is determined, and to understand some important 
new Board initiatives that will be coming next year. 
I hope to see you there.

Best wishes for a happy, healthy new year!

By Erickson Living Embrace Wellness Team

This month’s dimension of wellness is 
spiritual wellness. Thirty six years ago, when 
Charlestown opened, it was brightly innovative 
for its time—and still is! Among other things, 
the Community would have on-site physicians, 
a refundable deposit, and a resident-run activity 
program. This was the first of the 19 Erickson Living 
campuses. Equally innovative, Charlestown would 
be a non-profit, but one that was organizationally 
secular—that is, it would not be owned or run by 
any religious body. It wasn’t the Methodist Village 
or the Hebrew Home. There was no denominational 
test for who could live there or work there. As such, 
there was tremendous freedom and creativity—room 
for spirituality to emerge in the decades to come.

According to the psychologist Erik Erikson, 
when we are young, we might lean toward religious 
dogma (drawing a circle that defines “who’s in and 
who’s out”); later, however, we may find ourselves 
growing in psychological trust (re-creating our 
circle “to invite people in”). Maybe our younger 
faith felt similar to a parent-child relationship (“The 
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want”), but as we 
matured, we discovered that life is sometimes like a 
partnership (“I dress the wounds, but God heals the 
wounds”).

As North Americans move into their senior 
years, they don’t necessarily become busier in 
their formal religious practice—according to the 
Pew Research Center. Many of us, however, seem 
to become more contemplative—engaging in the 
quieter disciplines of prayer, meditation, and reading. 

As our spiritual resilience grows—according to 
Duke University psychiatrist, Dr. Harold Koenig—
we tend to cope better, to heal faster, and even to live 
a bit longer. 

In a typical month, the Erickson Living 
Communities are brimming with opportunities on the 
activity calendar—about 10% of which are spiritual 
in nature. While no two people may have exactly 
the same faith, we all benefit by deepening our 
friendships and by worrying less. The doors are open 
to all of these activities, so feel free to experiment 
and taste the different flavors of spirituality at your 
community. Who knows? Today we might meet a 
new companion on the road to happiness. 

In the words of Martin Seligman, the father 
of Positive Psychology: “Transcendence connects us 

to something larger and more permanent: to other 
people, to the future, to evolution, to the divine, or 
to the universe.” 

Peter Kuzmic, a Croatian Biblical scholar, 
offers this notion: “Hope is the ability to hear the 
music coming of the future; faith is the courage to 
dance to it today.”

Most importantly, remember that you are 
not alone.  We are here to support you.  If you want 
to talk, please reach out to your medical provider, 
your Resident Services coordinator or members of 
your faith tradition. They could help you directly or, 
if needed, point you in a positive direction. Let us 
help. 

Join us in this journey as we “Embrace 
Wellness” together.

Saint Charles College (1848-1969) eventually became Charlestown in 1981. 
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Business Plan Town Hall Meeting
Friday, 12/6 at 3 PM in MST Maryland Hall



By Mina Wuchenich
Co-chair, Caring Connections

“Oh NOOOO–he’s so old!” I moaned that 
holiday dinner, when my mother forced me to sit 
next to her close friend George. OLD George! From 
my 17-year-old perspective, his 77-year views were 
absurd. Besides, he smelled funny! His jacket clung 
securely to residue from last summer’s mothballs. 
You will sit with him, young lady!  So I sat. And 
thank God. George was funny, understanding and 
interested even in me. He listened to me intently, 
all my views, like they truly mattered. Who knew? 
I guess Mom did.

Remember how your “George” mattered 
to you? How his long-term perspectives rose above 
the trivia? How he knew from long experience that 
young expertise/short-term-absolutes would evolve, 
too. Now is our time to reach out to the them—
younger adults and teens. It doesn’t matter who 
they are: nieces, nephews, grandchildren, friends of 
friends, neighbors’ children; our turn to make that 
wonderful difference. 

After all, we have lived through massive 
changes so disruptive to the supposedly hard-
and-fast rules. And yet we survived. We ---our 
generation--- know how to converse without trying 
to convert. We know the importance for younger 
people to feel understood. We may even agree with 
them, but understanding them is enough. We don’t 
have to agree to build a relationship with them. Who 
knew? We had “Georges” to support us. So, we 
know. We grew up with lots of friendships despite 
differences of opinion, background and age. Those 
young people need us.  And we need them!

The class Navigating as We Age: Changes 
& Choices, beginning in January, will explore 
many specific conversations–help from younger 
trusted allies has many forms, from visits to 
medical proxies. But we don’t need the class to 
connect to those key people. We can continue 
now to build bridges across time and politics, to 
build relationships. They’re golden investments 
in the future—theirs and ours. Relationships grow 
beyond the dinner conversations to wherever–even, 
meaning of life and death issues. If we are patient, 
the young may actually solicit advice from US! Of 
course, we remember to share our wisdom only 
upon request. We know to build trust over many 
small conversations about their perspectives. They 
will be floored that we care so much about them. 
And once we start talking genuinely, we will be 
floored that they care so much about us. Remember 
that we need each other for all sorts of help, even in 
those life and death issues. Our mothers would be 
so proud.

Just remember to air out the woolens first!

Our futures, their 
futures, start with 
conversationsBy Trudy Downs

Member, Continuing 
Education 
Committee

T h e 
C o n t i n u i n g 
E d u c a t i o n 
Committee and 
the Diversity & 
Inclusion groups are 
delighted to sponsor 
a talk, Medicine and 
Miracles in the High 
Desert: My Life 
among the Navajo 
People by Dr. Erica Elliott. Dr. Elliott will be 

speaking at Riderwood on Friday, December 20, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Encore Theater. 

She is a medical doctor in Family Practice 
living in Santa Fe. She will talk about her early 
experience as a newly minted Anglo- American 
teacher at a Bureau of Indian Affairs boarding 
school in Chinle, Arizona. She will tell how her 
initial failure and frustration in reaching her 
students led her to break out and go home on 
weekends to the families of some of her students, 
where she learned her students’ language, 
participated in family chores and ceremonies and 
eventually lived with one of the families, herding 
their sheep over the summer. She will recount how 
the bonds from this experience later brought her to 
practice medicine in remote areas of the Southwest 
where she could serve Navajo people.

D&I and CEC host presentation 
on living with the Navajo people

Navigating as We Age: Changes & Choices
Next Session - January 10 - April 3

Fridays 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Registration Opens December 2
at 9:00 a.m.

at www.RiderwoodLife.org
Just search for “Caring Connections”

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Maureen Holtzman’s mother was in labor 
December 7, 1941. The family was so engrossed 
with the news of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
that she was given little attention before Maureen’s 
birth near midnight in a Chicago hospital.

Her Uncle Jack, who was in the Army in the 
Philippines, was made her godfather as an omen that 
he would survive the war. Some months after Pearl 
Harbor, Jack was made a prisoner of war (POW) 
when the American forces in Bataan surrendered. 
Then began the infamous death march to a camp 60 
miles away. Later they were transported to Japan 
where they remained for the duration of the war. 
Maureen’s father was a Marine stationed in Guam 
when he met the plane that was taking Jack back to 
the States. Jack commented often in later years that 
the POWs assigned to working with crops would 
“work as slow as they could.” Maureen and her 
uncle shared a special bond throughout his life.

Maureen was an only child for four years, 
but after her father returned from the war the parents 
went on to have eight more children. She and her 
siblings traveled 
on the city bus to 
Catholic schools 
in Chicago. 
Maureen studied 
nursing at Loyola 
University before 
joining the Navy. 
Her first duty 
station was in 
Bethesda. Later 
she was sent to 
the hospital ship 
USS Repose, 
serving a year 
off the coast 
of Vietnam. 
Maureen, along 
with Navy 
p h y s i c i a n s , 
nurses, and 

corpsmen helped injured sailors and Marines as 
well as Vietnamese children needing surgery and 
other medical needs. After four years of active duty, 
she met and married a Navy man in the Medical 
Services Corps. She became a reservist during the 
years that she was rearing two children. During this 
time, she attended graduate school at University of 
California, Los Angeles earning a master’s degree 
in nursing.

Maureen later married a Navy doctor 
who served as a physician for midshipmen at the 
Naval Academy. The couple each served 30 years, 
and both attained the rank of Navy Captain. They 
retired to Severna Park, Maryland.

She taught nursing in a variety of settings 
as well as several short and long term recalls to 
duty assignments to assist in the needs of the Navy.

Maureen, who loves to read and has a flair 
for home decorating, moved to Canterbury Court 
after the death of her husband.

She has met Charles Gieselman at 
Riderwood, and they enjoy movies and other 
activities together.

Resident turns nursing career 
into a lifetime of military service

Maureen Holtzman early 
in her Navy career shortly 
before leaving for Vietnam. 
(photo courtesy of Maureen 
Holtzman)
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By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Lisa Holloway’s relationship with Erickson 
Retirement Communities dates back to 1998 when 
she arrived at Greenspring as the Pastoral Ministries 
Manager. She and Dennis Jones, Riderwood’s 
Pastoral Ministries Manager at that time, “waved” 
as they passed on the Beltway. After five years, Lisa 
and Dennis switched campuses to facilitate an easier 
commute. Her desire was to work with all faiths to 
fulfill the mission of John Erickson to ensure inter-
faith cooperation. One of the important milestones 
was creating the Spiritual Life Institute that provided 
various classes on a wide range of spiritual interests. 
John Rybicki joined the staff team, bringing a rich 
form of Jewish Christian dialogue, and Linda Carey 
helped make inter-faith Thanksgiving services part 
of the Riderwood culture.

Lisa grew up in Phoenix, Arizona and “did 
not own a pair of closed shoes” until she arrived 
in the windy city of Chicago to attend Trinity 
Seminary. In 1980 she moved to Virginia to join the 
staff of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. Later, 
after receiving a counseling degree from Loyola, she 
had a counseling practice for five years. She lives 
in Crofton, Maryland, where she reared her two 
adopted children (a daughter from China and a son 
from Kazakhstan).

Jim Starnes, former Director Living in 
Community for the Riderwood Board of Directors, 
was seeking a person with church planting skills to 
begin a multi-denominational church to enhance 

Riderwood faith options. 
Orchard Point’s Sandi Waibel 
was suggested to lead that effort 
and planning meetings began 
in 2010. Sandi was helpful 
in guiding Circle Fellowship 
to become a full-fledged 
functioning congregation with 
their first service in 2011. 

Lisa was invited to 
pastor Circle Fellowship under 
the leadership of a resident-
run congregation with various 
faith traditions in a welcoming 
community 

It has grown into a 
vibrant community of believers 
who are committed to making 
their lives count even as their 
limitations increase. Serving 
and helping others near and far 
is a key component as they reach 
out to provide resources to the many under-served in 
the world. Their outreach extends to suppling water 
drills for Haiti, relief during disasters, medical care 
to uninsured, furnishing homes for newly arriving 
refugees, teaching English, crop walks for hunger, 
and partnering with the wood shop in making 
mobility carts for those who cannot walk.  

They cooperated recently with Resurrection 
Catholic Church to provide backpacks for local 
school children, and they have an annual alternative 
Christmas gift program.

Circle Fellowship, in cooperation with 
the Catholic community, is presenting “A Global 
Christmas,” a concert representing music from 
around the world from Bach to spirituals  to modern 
in the Chapel on Sunday, December 22, at 6:00 p.m.

Circle Fellowship meets in Maryland Hall 
at Montgomery Station on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
with fellowship following. Lisa may be reached at  
301-572-8331.

Pastor’s commitment to inter-faith diversity leads her to Riderwood

Lisa Holloway with her children. (Photo courtesy of Lisa Holloway)

By Continuing Education Committee

Your Continuing Education Committee 
(CEC) is already planning for the Spring 2020 
trimester of the PGCC SAGE program. Although 
registration will be held on Wednesday, January 
29, if you are planning to sign up for classes, it’s 
never too early to make sure you have a valid PGCC 
username and password. On Thursday, January 
23, the CEC will hold sessions in each dining 
room lobby to help residents verify that they have 
functioning PGCC user credentials. If you obtained 
a user name and password for a previous semester of 
classes, but want to make sure it is working properly, 
we encourage you to come to one of these sessions. 

If you are a new student, you need to obtain 
a username and password. First you must obtain a 
PGCC student ID. Here’s how to get one: To do it 
yourself online, go to www.pgcc.edu. Click “OWL 
LINK” at the top center. On the next page, click 
“Workforce Development & Cont. Ed. Students.” 
On the next page, under the heading “Cont. Ed. 
Registration,” click “Enroll and Register for 
Courses.” On the next page, click “Create a student 
account.” On the Personal Identification screen, 
complete all required fields (marked *). Check the 
box at the bottom of the page to certify your identity. 
Click SUBMIT.

Keep www.pgcc.edu open, and open 
your email in another window. You will see two 
separate emails; one has the Username/ID, and the 
second, your temporary password. Keep this email 
open. Go back to the page you have kept open at  

www.pgcc.edu and click LOG IN using the username 
and exact password from the emails. A message 
“Your password has expired!” appears. Now 
reset your password to a new one --- at least eight 
characters, including at least one capital letter, one 
lowercase and one number. No special characters! 
Save your Student ID number, your username, and 
this password. You will need them every trimester to 
register for classes.

If you do not have a computer or an email 
address, the staff at PGCC can help you over the 
phone. You should do this as soon as possible. Call 
Workforce Development Continuing Education 
Customer Service, 301-546-0159, and request a 
Student ID number. If the phone number is busy, 
leave a voice mail with your full name, address, 
phone number, and date of birth.

When you have a Student ID number, call 
PGCC Help, 301-546-0637. Request a username 
and temporary password. Write down the username 
and temporary password EXACTLY, making sure 
to use the capital and lowercase letters provided. 
You will need to log into the Owl Link system on 
www.pgcc.edu to change your temporary password 
to a permanent one for use in registration. You can 
ask a friend or relative to do this for you, or you 
can wait until the PGCC username and password 
checking and verification event on January 23 in 
the dining room lobbies. You may also come to the 
Town Center Media Lounge on Thursday afternoons 
from 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m., where a tutor will be 
available to assist you.

Get ready for PGCC Spring registration 
by checking your username and password

By Andrea Nicolls
Vice President, African American History Club

To help 
the Riderwood 
Community honor 
the memory of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. on his birthday 
in January, a very 
special guest has 
agreed to visit us and 
join in the celebration. 
Lonnie G. Bunch III, 
recently installed as 
the 14th Secretary 
of the Smithsonian 
Institution will speak 
in the Riderwood Chapel on Wednesday, January 
15, 2020 at 7:30 p.m.

Previously, the new Secretary was the 
Founding Director of the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture which 
opened September 24, 2016. It was the 19th and 
newest museum on the National Mall to be part of 
the Smithsonian family of museums and research 
centers. Lonnie G. Bunch III is the first African 
American and first historian to head the Smithsonian 
Institution, the largest complex of museums and 
research entities of its kind in the world.  

This event is co-sponsored by the African 
American History Club of Riderwood and the 
Riderwood Diversity and Inclusion Committee.

AAHC welcomes 
Smithsonian Secretary

Michael Barnes, Smithsonian 
Institution Archives
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By The Riderwood Reporter Staff
Please come and join the next “Conversation with Administration” at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 19, in Lakeside Commons Encore Theater.

These monthly conversations provide an opportunity for residents to share concerns and receive feedback. They also help Administration understand  
what we can do to improve service to residents. Transcripts of the updates, questions, and answers from the meeting may be rephrased  

without changing the accuracy of the information presented or omitted due to spacing issues for this column. 

The following reflects the highlights of Conversation with Administration conducted on November 20, 2019:

Updates from the Riderwood Staff
• The annual 2020 Business Plan Town Hall Meeting 
will be held on Friday, December 6, from 3:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. in Maryland Hall at Montgomery 
Station. At this meeting, Finance Director Mark 
Embley will discuss the community’s financials 
and any change to the annual fees.

• A town hall meeting to focus specifically on 
updates to the Lakeside Commons renovations will 
be held on Wednesday, December 11, from 2:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the Encore Theater. 

• Project Manager Simone Gomez announced 
that the closure of the Lakeside Commons lobby 
staircase down to the Encore Theater was postponed. 
The new closure date is December 2-11. 

• Additional work in the Encore Theater is currently 
underway as a result of resident feedback. The 
planned completion date is January 31, 2020. 

• Wellness Center construction continues with an 
estimated completion date of May 2020. Brickwork 
is currently underway, and the pool is currently 
underway. 95% of the interior spaces have been 
laid out, and 90% of the electrical and ductwork has 
been roughed in. 

• The sidewalk connecting Lakeside Commons to 
the Calvert Landing entrance near Town Center will 
remain closed for the duration of Wellness Center 
construction to maintain resident and staff safety. 

• General Services will be holding their quarterly 
departmental town hall meeting on Friday, 
December 13, in the Encore Theater at 11:00 a.m.

• Assistant Director of General Service Chris 
Davis let residents know that if they notice one of 
the Shred-it lockboxes not secured (broken lock, 
not locked, etc.) to let a staff member know. If 
necessary, the box will be removed and placed in 
a locked location. If a Shred-it box is not in your 
recycling room, please use an alternate location on 
campus. 

• Resident Life and Philanthropy Manager Fiona 
Divecha announced that as of the meeting, the 
Staff Appreciation Fund drive had raised $375,000 
for the approximately 1300 hourly staff members. 
Check distribution will be in the Arbor Ridge 
Garden Room from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 
in Maryland Hall from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 3. 

• Dining Services Director Jeff Kimbell announced 
that in response to wait times, the team has instituted 
various plans to lower them, including enhanced 
carryout service, continuous service in the Blue 
Heron Pub between lunch and dinner, and an early 
bird special in the Wye Oak Bistro. One other new 
initiative is working to lower cycle time by getting 
food out to the diners quicker. 

• The newest menu changes include calorie counts 
for each of the food options. 

• Senior Facilities Manager Andrew Janosko 
reminded residents that the new parking 
enforcement changes are now active. 
 

Questions and Comments from the Residents
• Have the various delivery services (FedEx, 
UPS, Amazon, etc.) been notified of the changes 
to the front desk hours of operation? A delivery 
person left all their packages on a clubhouse’s 
front desk the other night because they had 
arrived around 10:00 p.m.
Our primary delivery contractors, such as UPS and 
FedEx, are supposed to be completed by 9:00 p.m. 
However, we cannot make the same guarantee for 
contractors such as Amazon. Also, the clubhouse 
front doorbells should be going to a live person in 
the security office after 9:00 p.m.

• I want to offer a shout out to the new chef at 
Seasons. I’m delighted with many of the changes 
that he’s instituted.
Thank you for your kind words. We will be sure to 
pass them along to Chef Rosenberg at Seasons. 

• Do the dining room servers take the entire meal 
order at one time or each course immediately 
before the course? I feel the time could be 
saved by having the server take the entire order 
immediately after bringing the beverages.
We can look into this, but we also have to take our 
corporate standards in to account. 

• My wife and I are new residents. We pay for 
the underground parking at Meadowbrook 
square for our two cars. One of the two sensors 
we received does not work, and we’ve contacted 
the General Services team about it. We have still 
not had this issue resolved. 
We apologize that this has not been taken care 
of already for you. Andrew Janosko will take the 
sensor from you now and get it taken care of as 
soon as possible. 

• With the new parking enforcement, how long 
do violations remain on your record?
This has not yet been decided, but we are currently 
working with our corporate partners to determine 
the expiration of existing parking violations.

• I wanted to offer a compliment for the 
Chef’s Dinner events that have been held. It 
is a fantastically elegant and unique dining 
experience. 
Thank you for the compliment. Chef Chad and 
the Dining team take pride in their work and it is 
especially on display during these events. 

• I’d like to recognize RAC. Information Officer 
Linda Wanner for her outstanding notes from 
the Resident Advisory Council meetings. 
We are so glad to hear that, and we agree.

• I wanted to check on the status of the t-coil/
hearing loop system in Maryland Hall and 
Encore Theater. 
Community TV and A/V Manager Chris Taydus 
recently had a vendor out to the campus to assess 
the systems, and we are currently waiting on the 
plans for the repairs from the vendor. We plan to 
have this completed by the close of 2019 or possibly 
January 2020.

•  There is a service provided by Xfinity that 
allows you to control your remote through voice 
commands. I think this could be very helpful for 
residents.

We know that there have been many frustrations 
with Comcast and Xfinity. Residents do have the 
choice to upgrade their cable service add ons for 
an additional fee, including the voice remote. We 
make a conscious effort to keep community fees 
down by avoiding adding things that won’t benefit 
most of the population.

• I’m currently in Independent Living. If I need 
additional care and space is not available in 
Arbor Ridge, how is that handled?
There is a Riderwood staff member named Yvette 
Ross, who is our liaison with the various hospitals 
and area medical facilities. We have required 
ratios of residents to non-residents in continuing 
care. If we can’t offer a bed in Arbor Ridge to 
an existing Riderwood resident, we work with 
nearby facilities, you, and your families to find a 
convenient rehabilitation option. We also monitor 
your progress at other facilities for a successful 
transition back to the community.

• It’s my opinion that the new seating in the 
Encore Theater is terrible.
We have received some positive and some negative 
feedback pertaining to the new chairs. We can look 
further into this to see if there is a problem with 
them. We tried to get chairs as similar as possible 
to the previous chairs in the theater. We also feel 
that the previous chairs were almost 15 years old 
and therefore lived in, so the new chairs will require 
some time to become more comfortable. 

• Our apartment overlooks the Lakeside 
Commons quad and the new Blue Heron Pub 
patio, and the lights and the fan on the new patio 
area on much of the time. Also, the lounge area 
next to the Blue Heron Pub is usually very cold. 
Can the temperature be checked in this room? 
We have documented this, and we’ll investigate 
these issues.
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“Ricky,” at the advanced age of 18 years, is 
a 10-pound Papillon who adores everyone he 
comes in contact with. He has lived the past 
seven years in Calvert Landing with “Mom” 

Lorene Metz. If you come in contact with 
Ricky around Riderwood be sure to welcome 
the love he has to give, and give it right back.

If you would like your pet featured please 
contact Nancy Gray at  

nancythegray@yahoo.com.



By Continuing Education Committee

The Riderwood Continuing Education 
Committee (CEC) needs help during registration 
for Spring Trimester 2020 PGCC classes.

Registration is scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 29, 2020, and during registration, CEC will 
hold a help session in the Town Center Celebrations 
Room and the Village Square computer room. Help 
with registration is available for those residents who 
do not register themselves online.  

We need volunteers for the help session 
to sign up for two-hour shifts starting at 8:15 a.m. 
We need residents to assist with computer entry for 
courses, with managing the lines, and with checking 
PGCC passwords for residents who do not already 
have blue cards indicating that their user names 
and passwords are correct. Doing computer entry 
and checking passwords requires basic computer 
skills, but if you register yourself on the PGCC 
website, you can do this job, and we can provide 
detailed written instructions. The other job requires 
diplomatic “people skills.”

If you are willing to help, please contact 
Robert Boger, CEC registration coordinator, at 
bogerrc@msn.com or (301) 326-1874.

CEC looks for help 
with Spring registration

By Becky Griffin
Member, Riderwood Mah Jongg Players

At this time, the Riderwood Mah Jongg 
Players are purchasing cards for 2020. 

This group has been active for the past 
15 years, and it includes more than 30 regular 
players. Throughout the community, small groups 
meet at various locations on the campus at various 
times during the day and evenings. These players 
purchase cards annually from the National Mah 
Jongg League during November and December. 
The League returns a percentage of the purchase 
to Riderwood as a donation to the Benevolent 
Care Fund. The Riderwood Mah Jongg Players 
have also committed to donate proceeds from the 
annual Mah Jongg Tournament to the Benevolent 
Care Fund. During 2019, donations to the Fund 
have amounted to $4,677 ($177 from card sales 
and $4,500 from the tournament). 

The relationship between the Mah 
Jongg Players and the BCF is important to us as 
members of this caring community. Residents 
are encouraged to become familiar with the Mah 
Jongg activities on campus and participate in the 
generosity to the Benevolent Care Fund. 

It is not unusual to hear a resident say, 
“I used to play Mah Jongg many years ago and 
would like to get back into the game.” Others 
may never have played before but would like to 
learn. They may get started by purchasing a card 
and inquiring about existing groups on campus. 

Small cards are $8 and large cards are 
$9. They may be purchased by sending checks 
to Lindsay Rettie at CL 416. Checks are to be 
made payable to her as she will be placing the 
orders. She may also be reached by phone at  
(301) 273-9459. 

For more information, call Barbara 
Breit at (301) 586-8152 or Becky Griffin at  
(301) 384-4719

The Mah Jongg-
Benevolent Care 
Fund connection By Elaine Hauptman

Resident Writer

The weather outside might be frightful, but 
the special trips are vibrant, colorful and warming. 

The month of December begins with 
a wonderful display of fine art in miniature at 
Strathmore. This is a holiday tradition and a 
delight for the eyes. Come out on December 3 for 
a look at over 700 miniature recreations of classic 
masterpieces of art including stone, oil, pastel, and 
print from around the world. 

The cold weather is a perfect invitation for 
a cup of hot tea at the Ellicott City Assembly of God 
church on Sunday, December 8. The theme of this 
year’s celebration of joy, beauty, and fellowship is 
“Christmas Memories.” A featured entertainment, 
tea in a classic English style, and a fabulous tea cup 
selection (which you receive as a gift) will become 
a two-hour event for all to enjoy.

On December 11, all New Yorkers can 
get their “New York fix” with a talk by Stephen 
Silverman, author of The Catskills: Its History and 
How it Changed America. Pastrami, corned beef, 
sour pickles, and Dr. Pepper’s soda will accompany 
a delightful, nostalgic talk about life in the Catskills 
in the 1930’s and 40’s. Many famous comedians and 
songsters got their start at the huge hotels which 
once were sprinkled in the hills of the Catskill 
Mountains. This upstate New York haven was the 
original “dating service” and many a person fell in 
love with their present-day spouse while under the 
spell of a full moon.

Two outstanding plays are also an 
enticement to move from your warm, cozy 
apartment. On December 13, The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time is not only a wonderful 
mystery, but also an insight into a mind that may be 
different from yours. The audience begins to grasp 
the workings of this mind that organizes, perceives 
and evaluates events in an unusual fashion. You will 
leave the theater talking about Mark Haddon and be 

enlightened about his disability and the labels we 
use to describe it. We can examine attitudes towards 
this syndrome and begin to recognize what is curious 
and unusual about ourselves. 

On December 14 at the Arena Stage, 
Dear Jack, Dear Louise tells the true story of the 
playwright’s own parents during World War II. It 
is a love story expressed through letters, notes and 
telegrams long before the era of texting, emails and 
Facebook. 

Continuing with the theater, you will be 
awed by the Christmas Spectacular at the Meyerhoff 
Theater on December 21. Dancing Santas, 
extravagant sets, and wonderful music all blend to 
get you in the mood for the fabulous holiday treat.

Be certain to visit the National Portrait 
Gallery on December 18 and head for the special 
exhibit on the life of Marian Anderson. Here was 
a great singer, and also a civil rights activist. This, 
alone, is worth the trip the week before Christmas. 

Since we have our own Riderwood Crystal 
Ball we can look into the future. Scheduled for 
February 29 is William Shakespeare’s Merry Wives 
of Windsor at the Folger Theater. The production 
should be a delightful treat for leap year, and a true 
feast for the eyes. So, brush up on your Shakespeare 
and quickly plan to “save the date” on your February 
calendars. 

Also looking ahead to April is a performance 
of Becoming Dr. Ruth, a one woman show based on 
the life of America’s favorite sex therapist. Ruth 
Westheimer (Karola Siegel) was saved from the 
Nazis by her parents, who tearfully put her on the 
Kindertransport. After the war, she became a sniper 
in Jerusalem, a mother in America, and the famous 
Dr. Ruth. The show will be at the Aaron & Cecile 
Goldman Theater located inside the Edlavitch DC 
Jewish Community Center. This show is a “must 
see” performance and seating is limited. So, grab 
your pen, your computer, or your cell phone and 
sign up immediately. 

Happy holidays and happy tripping!

Celebrate the holidays with 
December’s special trips
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Riderwood welcomed the following new residents between October 23 - November 20

Bob & Dot Appleman 
(HS) Williamsport, MD Janet Bartlett (FR) Washington, D.C.

Bruce & Sondra 
Swenson (MG) Silver Spring, MD Glenna Garner (KC) Montgomery Village, 

MD
Charles & Marilyn 
Green (FR) Saint Paul, MN Richard Tate (BG) Derwood, MD

Cathleen Devereux 
(BG) Hyattsville, MD John & Helen Kilty 

(OP) Silver Spring, MD

Betsy Lodwick (GV) Pittsburgh, PA Allen & Sandy 
Mandelblatt (WC) Silver Spring, MD

George & Nancy 
Maestri (OP) Columbia, MD Mary Massey (HG) Silver Spring, MD

Edna Romeo (MS) Silver Spring, MD Howard & Helen 
Burchell (HS) Fort Washington, MD

Claire Joyner (CL) Flat Rock, NC Charles Elam (CC) Silver Spring, MD

Joan Hamer (VP) Mullica Hill, NJ Burt & Alice Kerr 
(MG) Greenbelt, MD

Carroll McIntire (FC) Silver Spring, MD Ruth Craigen (BG) Columbia, MD

Clyde & Loretta 
Richardson (WC) Washington, D.C. Maud Clarke (CL) Hershey, PA

Have an idea for a TV program? Riderwood TV always welcomes suggestions. 
Contact Avedis Aghguiguian at 301-572-8457 or aaghguiguian@erickson.com. 



By Becky Hedin
Director, Riderwood Acousti-Cats

December brings many traditions. The first 
Acousti-Cat sing-a-long took place in December 
2011. Eight years later, in 2019, Riderwood’s ukulele 
band returns again with songs for several traditions 
on Sunday, December 15 at 3:00 p.m. in the Encore 
theater. The program opens with songs about 
winter. “Let It Snow” and” Winter Wonderland” are 
favorites in this part of the program. Hanukkah finds 
dreidels spinning. The Christmas collection includes 
solos by Carol Price and 
Paul Rohr. “Silent Night” 
and “O Christmas Tree” 
are the most loved songs 
for Christmas. Kwanzaa is 
the last featured tradition 
with songs like “Go Tell It 
on the Mountain” from the 
African American tradition.

The show time 
is perfect, so invite your 
family to join in this festive 
traditional sing-a-long.

Acousti-Cats to plan 
holiday sing-a-long

By Melissa Pumphrey
Member, African American History Club

Robert “Bobby” Felder has been a 
prominent musician in the Washington, D.C. 
area for over 50 years. His band will present “A 
Christmas Gala,” a selection of Christmas favorites, 
on Sunday, December 22 at 6:00 p.m. in Maryland 
Hall. This will be the group’s second appearance 
in concert at Riderwood Village. The first, held on 
August 18, was by all reports a smashing success!  

Bobby is a native of Tampa, Florida, a 
graduate of Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee, 
and recipient of a master’s degree from Catholic 
University. His accomplishments are legion. 

Following military service, where he conducted 
the premier Air Force marching and concert band 
while stationed at Bolling Air Force Base, Bobby 
performed as trombonist and arranger for top jazz 
musicians. He became an accomplished public-
school band director, and later was appointed 
professor of instrumental music at the University 
of the District of Columbia where he served for 23 
years.

His own signature band, known as Bobby 
Felder and the Blue Notes, has entertained at 
numerous events for professional and social 
organizations throughout the Eastern United States 
as well as for Presidential inaugural balls. While 
Bobby was Director of Jazz Services at Peoples 
Congregational United Church of Christ, jazz music 
became an exciting expression of worship which 
welcomed musicians to a sacred place where their 
special gifts were consecrated and affirmed. He has 
recorded several CD’s of his own band and produced 
CD’s for other performers. His latest endeavor, “the 
Capital All-Stars Jazz Ensemble” brings together 
a number of talented and established performing 
musicians. 

 Tickets cost $10 and will be on sale 
Monday, December 16, and Tuesday, December 17 
from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in all four dining room 
lobbies 

Bobby Felder Band returns to 
Riderwood for holiday concert

By Henry Plotkin
Producer, Friday Morning Music Club

The Friday Morning Music Club (FMMC) 
will offer three free classical chamber music 
concerts at Riderwood in 2020. This is a group of 
amazingly accomplished musicians who perform, 
pro bono, at venues in the DC Metro area. One 
of their favorite audiences has always been at 
Riderwood, where we have been enthusiastically 
enjoying their concerts for many years. We are 
kicking off the year 2020 with a fantastic concert in 
the Chapel on Sunday, January 5, at 7:30 p.m. I am 
very excited about the program, which starts with 
Khachaturian’s Clarinet Trio, and continues with 
Dvorak’s lovely Piano Quintet. This is music which 
will absolutely captivate everyone, whether or not 
an experienced listener of chamber music. 

We have equally exciting concerts lined up 
for Sunday evenings, March 1 and May 3. There is 
also the possibility of a FMMC-sponsored student 
competition recital here on a Saturday afternoon in 
the spring. Riderwood is so fortunate to have access 
to such valuable cultural resources.

Friday Morning 
Music club kicks off 
2020 season

Friends and Family – tickets are a great idea 
for a holiday gift.

To order tickets by phone  
call Ed Gehres at (301) 273-3397. 

By Lorraine Priestley
Member, Riderwood Night Owls

The Night Owls invite all Riderwood 
residents as well as their families and friends to a 
New Year’s Eve party on December 31. Welcome 
in 2020 with music and friends and a simulcast of 
the ball-drop in Time Square in New York City.

Music will be provided by the Retro-
Rockets, a six-person band recently recognized as 
one of “Baltimore’s Best” bands for music of the 
40s through the 70s. Come with your requests for 
favorite dance music including the cha-cha, the 
waltz, the Twist, and even line-dancing.

There will be a full cash bar, as well as 
hors d’oeuvres along with a champagne toast at 
midnight.

The festivities will be from 9:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. in the MST Maryland Hall 
ballroom.  Doors will open at 9:00 p.m. Bus 

service will be available until 12:30 a.m.
Tickets are $30.00 each which 

can be paid by cash, check, or 
Riderwood voucher. Tickets 

will be on sale December 5, 
12, 17, and 19 from 4:30 

p.m. to 6:00 p.m. each 
day in the dining room 
lounges. Tables for four 
or ten can be reserved 

(give one name for the 
table reservation).

Night Owls to ring 
in the New Year
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Irene Friedman OG 10/24

Thomas Murtishaw FC 10/26

Richard Nourie BG 10/27

Alice Eng ET 11/1

Lawrence Burke FC 11/2

Helen Leavitt RC 11/4

Palmer Luetjen ET 11/5

Jacqueline Pomeranz MG 11/6

Kathleen Scymanski RC 11/7

Elberta Solomon CT 11/7

Emma Ditman ET 11/8

Elizabeth “Betty” Tso HS 11/9

Edward Jurgrau RC 11/14

Shirley Garrison RC 11/15

John Mack Kingsmore OG 11/17

The following residents passed away 
between October 23 - November 21


