
By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

The “Purple Lady” has been 
very visible as she has been signing 
Gary Hibbs’s daily TV report to the 
community.

Elyse Schochet began visiting 
her mother, a Riderwood resident, in 
2013. She knew many residents and 
staff when she moved to Riderwood 
in 2015. Elyse has always liked the 
color purple and for the past seven 
years, she has implemented the color 
into her life. She had her Madison 
Green apartment painted three shades 
of purple with a red “retro” kitchen 
(she had been a Red Hat member). 
She is distinctive with her purple clothing and 
purple bangs.

Elyse lived as a child in Valley Stream on 
Long Island, New York, with an older brother and 
her parents. The family owned a jewelry store in 
New York City, a 45-60 minute commute from their 
home. She was one of the few women in Business 
Education classes at Farleigh Dickinson University 
in Teaneck, New Jersey.

She moved after graduation to College 
Park, Maryland, teaching high school Business 
Education. It was during a class at University of 
Maryland, where she was pursuing a Master of 
Special Education, that she encountered a guest in 

a class who was deaf (and also from New York) that 
led to a special interest in the deaf community. In 
1982, Elyse began teaching at the Model Secondary 
School for Deaf, the high school on the campus of 
Gallaudet College.. It was here that she developed an 
interest in learning American Sign Language. Fifteen 
years later, she moved to a new role in the Prince 
Georges County school system teaching special 
education classes in the gifted and talented program 
in the Deaf Department In 2001, Elyse became a 
certified interpreter with National Certification.

Elyse has taught American sign language 
classes for the past three years through the SAGE 
program run by Prince George’s Community College. 
She is active within the local deaf community.

Purple Lady becomes Riderwood TV star

By Amy Hahn
Lead Coordinator, Community Resources

Starting to feel a bit bored or stir crazy? 
Check out MyErickson for some great activities! 
Along with critical updates from Administration 
in the Community Info section and meal delivery 
schedules under Dining Menus, Riderwood staff 
have also been adding content to MyErickson to 
keep you entertained, engaged, healthy, and happy.

Check out the Activities icon for fun and 
uplifting things to read and learn. We’ve included a 
positive quotes of the day, a funny joke of the day, 
and daily good news. You can also keep your mind 
active by reading an interesting fact of the day or 
study up and learn a phrase each day in Spanish, 
French, German, and Chinese. We’ve also added a 
“Today in History” section and a “Dictionary Word 
of the Day” in the Activities section each day.

The Resident Resources section of 
MyErickson has a list of “Activities for Physical 
Distancing,” which includes everything from 
streaming spiritual opportunities to a call for Wacky 
Wednesday participation! We’ve put together lists 
of fun websites, online virtual tours, and games for 
your enjoyment. Do you miss traveling? Take a look 
at the virtual tours to “visit” some of the greatest 
museums, zoos, and aquariums in the world. 
Can’t get outside today? Visit our Nature Nook to 
catch a glimpse of the DC cherry blossoms, watch 
a nightly stream of the Northern Lights, or see 
nesting bald eagles in the National Arboretum. Visit 
our Educational Opportunities page to try out new, 
online classes and enjoy learning something new 
while PGCC classes are cancelled. Miss hearing 
live music? Listen to opera, Broadway show tunes, 
symphony music and more with our links! Want 
to learn how to draw as a new hobby? Take a look 
at the Artists Corner for some links to online art 
classes!

Many other fun things can be found within 
the Resident Resources section of MyErickson. Get 
to know your neighbors with our fun icebreakers 
and challenge to call someone new. Learn how 
to set up your MyErickson profile and search 
the Resident Directory in new ways to find your 
neighbors. Learn how to be more mindful or try a 
new, at-home workout routine! New and interesting 
things are being added daily.

In the TV Channel Guide icon, you can 
watch Riderwood TV on demand or read the 
new, weekly newsletter! Did you miss Gary’s 10 
a.m. update? Check it out by visiting the TV icon 
in MyErickson and click on “Riderwood TV on 
Demand.” Want to read this newsletter in a larger 
text? Look at it via MyErickson and zoom in as 
needed.

In the Fitness section, you can watch your 
favorite classes on demand and participate in your 
home! Need a good stretch or miss the balancing 
and calming benefits of Tai Chi? Take a look at the 
videos in the Fitness icon and safely participate in 
your home. Also, stay up to date and get lots of good 
tips for being well by reading the Well and Informed 
newsletter in the Fitness section of MyErickson.

Lastly, we’ve added new pictures to the 
Photos section of MyErickson! Visit to see good 
things happening around Riderwood, new photos 
of Riderwood’s natural beauty, Wacky Wednesday 
fun, and your neighbors staying social on Zoom 
calls! If you have anything that you’d like to share 
on MyErickson

With all of these new additions to 
MyErickson, we encourage your feedback and 
suggestions! If there is something you want to see 
or a great resource you are using that you’d like 
to share, please send it to Amy Hahn via email at  
amy.hahn@erickson.com. We would love to have 
you participate in Wacky Wednesdays! Every 
Wednesday, put on your craziest outfit, weirdest 
socks, funniest hat, and take a picture and send it to 
Amy! We’ll add it to the Wacky Wednesday section 
of Photos for everyone to enjoy! Also, if you are 
participating in Zoom calls with neighbors, friends, 
or family, take a photo and share it with us as well!

If you don’t already have MyErickson, 
contact Lead Community Resources Coordinator 
Amy Hahn to get signed up today with one quick 
email! Call or email her at 301-572-8329 or  
amy.hahn@erickson.com.

MyErickson app features new activities & resources

1. Learn something new! - There 
are many educational opportunities 
at Riderwood and we are continuing 
those experiences even while we are 
physically distancing. Watch Riderwood 
TV on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturdays, and 
Sunday to enjoy a variety of courses  from 
the Great Courses catalog(full schedule 
on the back). Also, check out the list of 
free online educational opportunities on 
MyErickson in “Resident Resources.”
2. Increase your vocabulary! Have a 
dictionary at home? Learn a new English 
word each day. Try to use it in a sentence 
when you speak to your family or friends. 
3. Do a crossword puzzle or Sudoku! If 
you don’t have any puzzle books, request 
an Activity Packet by calling 301-572-
8329 or e-mail amy.hahn@erickson.com 
with your name and apartment number. 
Then complete the puzzles and games 
we’ve included in there! 

Check out http://3things.riderwoodtv.com 
for links, examples, and more!

Three Things to Try 
at Home This Week

Would you like to also receive the 
Riderwood Reporter newspaper  

in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign 
up to receive the digital edition of the 

Riderwood Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)April 13 - 19, 2020 Volume 13, Issue 6 RiderwoodTV.com

The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood



TV Guide     April 13 - 19

Special Programming on 
Channel 972

The Great Courses on RWTV

Daily Community Update

Take a Minute

Riderwood TV Live!

A daily Riderwood program highlighting 
community entertainment and presentations.

A Hollywood classic every night at 7pm,  
directly to your living room!

Monday, April 13
1am, 8:30am, 5pm

A Tour of Woodlawn Manor
11am, 10:30pm

Computer Club - What is Alexa? 
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, April 14
1am, 8:30am, 5pm

Up Close With RW: Jim Robinson
11am, 10:30pm

Peter Feigl: A Story of Survival
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, April 15
1am, 8:30am, 5pm

The Park Brothers: In Concert
11am, 10:30pm

A Tour Through MyErickson
---------------------------------------

Thursday, April 16
1am, 8:30am, 5pm

Bella Vocci - Songs of Donizetti
11am, 10:30pm

Science & Tech - Gravitational Waves
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 17
1am, 8:30am, 5pm

PAC - The Seth Kibel Quartet
11am, 10:30pm

Gary Miller Parkinson’s Disease Talk
---------------------------------------

Saturday, April 18
1am, 8:30am, 5pm

Levern Allen WCU Dedication
11am, 10:30pm

Meet Frederick Douglass
---------------------------------------

Sunday, April 19
1am, 8:30am, 5pm

Relatives of Residents Piano Concert
11am, 10:30pm

Advance Care Planning w/ Markley

Monday, April 13 - Hello, Dolly!  
(1969, G, 2h 26m)

A matchmaker travels to find a partner for “half-
a-millionaire” Horace Vandergelder, convincing 

others to travel to NYC along the way.
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, April 14 - Harvey  
(1950, NR, 1h 44m)

Due to insistence that he has an invisible six-foot-
tall rabbit for a best friend, a whimsical middle 
aged man is thought by his family to be insane.

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, April 15 -  

My Big Fat Greek Wedding (2002, PG, 1h 35min)
A Young Greek woman falls in love with a non-
Greek and struggles to get her family to accept 

him while she comes to terms with her heritage.
---------------------------------------

Thursday, April 16 - The Pink Panther  
(1963, NR, 1h 55m)

The bumbling Inspector Clouseau travels to 
Rome to catch a notorious jewel thief before he 

conducts his most daring heist yet.
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 17 - On The Basis of Sex  
(2018, PG-13, 2h)

The story of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, her struggles 
for equal rights, and the cases of a historic career 

that lead to her Supreme Court confirmation.
---------------------------------------

Saturday, April 18 – La La Land  
(2016, PG-13, 2h 28m)

While navigating their careers in Los Angeles, 
a pianist and an actress fall in love while 

attempting to reconcile their aspirations for the 
future.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, April 19 - The Princess Bride  

(1987, PG, 1h 38m)
A farm boy-turned-pirate encounters numerous 

obstacles, enemies, and allies during a fabled 
quest to be reunited with his true love.

A selection of two 30-minute classes from 
Great Courses at 2pm on the following days:

Tuesdays: What Scientists Know  
and How They Know It (4/7 - 6/23)

Thursdays: The World’s Greatest Paintings 
(4/9 - 6/25)

Saturdays: Churchill (4/11 - 5/16)
Sundays: How to Read and Understand 

Shakespeare (4/12 - 6/28)

LIVE daily at 10am
Rebroadcast: 1pm, 4pm, and  9:30pm

Next-Day Rebroadcast: 12am, 3am, 5am, 7am
---------------------------------------

Executive Director Gary Hibbs provides a daily 
update on community operations relating 

to the Coronavirus. These updates may also 
feature representatives from Riderwood’s 

various departments.
(Sign Language Interpreter will be provided 

pending availability)

Everyday at 2am, 8am, 12:30pm,  
3:30pm, & 6:30pm

Every week, enjoy a new program that will 
help all of us unwind and release the stresses 

of everyday life.
THIS WEEK’S SHOW: Take a Minute...In Space!

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday at 2pm
April 13: A virtual trip to Disney World
April 15: Learn about screening & concierge
April 17: Sing-a-long with Steve Little

Nicolai Timenes OG 2/19
Billy Walker OG 2/20
Blanka Kucera GV 2/20
Shirley Kallal OG 2/23
Sam Calaby OG 2/25
Maria Tasnadi HS 2/26
Ferdinand Lemus MG 2/28
Marilyn Bresnahan RC 3/1
Jack Glasner VP 3/2
Howard Coan OP 3/3
Inge Todd CL 3/6
Donald Wise ET 3/6
John Booth WC 3/6
Meredith Joyce OG 3/7
Elizabeth Beyma OG 3/12
George Baxter OG 3/12
Mary Catucci ET 3/12
Raymond Smith, Jr. RC 3/12
Yvonne Payne HG 3/12
Thomas Scanlan RC 3/16
Christina Colbert MS 3/16
Franklin Ufford RC 3/18
Jacob Mondschein WC 3/20

Please note that the list of residents passings only 
includes February 19 through March 20. Please 
check next week’s newspaper for residents that 
passed away between March 21 and April 17. By Amy Hahn

Lead Coordinator, Community Resources

Looking 
for something 
fun to do while 
you’re at home? 
Don’t have a 
computer, or 
need a break 
from your 
TV, phone, or 
computer? Sign 
up to get an 
Activity Packet 
delivered to 
your shelf! Call 
or email Amy 
Hahn to get on 
the mailing list. Once you are on the mailing list, 
you’ll get it delivered weekly for the duration of the 
stay at home order. 

The Activity Packet is 10 pages of 
brainteasers, doodle prompts, puzzles, word games, 
Sudoku, crossword puzzles, exercises, and more! 
Each week will be something new and different. 
We’ll even include ways to win prizes! 

Get on our mailing list! Call  
301-572-8329 (leave a voicemail) or email Amy 
Hahn at amy.hahn@erickson.com with your name 
and apartment number.

Community Resources 
now offering weekly 
activity packets

By Paula Butler
Manager, Fitness

Even though we are spending more time 
at home, movement is still important for our 
health and well-being. Each week we will offer a 
fitness challenge to help keep you moving. Try to 
complete the challenge every day.

Sit in a chair with good posture and both 
feet flat on the floor. Pull your belly button in and 
extend your right leg out in front of you. If you 
find yourself leaning back, you can hold on to the 
chair to help keep you upright. Pretend that you 
are holding a paintbrush between your toes and 
“paint” the alphabet in the air. Use capital letters 
and make them as large as you can. Then spell out 
your entire name.  Repeat on the left. 

Do this every day, but change it up a little 
each time. You can do this by using lowercase 
or cursive letters, going backwards from Z to A, 
spelling out the preamble to the Constitution, or 
any combination of the above. 

Weekly Fitness Challenge
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