
By Fiona Divecha
Manager, Philanthropy

We are entering the last week of the 
Benevolent Care Fund Campaign.  At this point, 
we have raised $150,000 from 
about 700 households in the 
community.  We have a ways to 
go and need your help.  We are 
hoping to raise $300,000 during 
this resident donation campaign.  

Meeting the resident 
goal, along with other donations 
we receive from the Treasure Chest, 
other groups, our business partners, 
staff, friend and family will help us take 
care of nine neighbors at Riderwood.  We 
may need upwards of $800,000 for their care 
this year.  We must take care of them and we need 
your help.

We are all going through a tough time… 
we worry about our own health, we are concerned 
about all that is going on in the world and we all 

feel some isolation.  Just know that you are never 
alone here at Riderwood.  You have safety nets for 
your health and care, you have friends who check on 
you and bring you joy, and you have staff who work 
to make sure your needs are met.  We truly spend 

each and every day “sharing our 
gifts to create a community that 
celebrates life!” The Benevolent 
Care Fund represents our core 
values as a community. 

They say “charity begins 
at home.” The BCF, supported 

by residents, is a community fund 
to ensure neighbors have the lifeline 

they need when there is no other option.  
We thank those who have already 

given for your generosity.  We hope you 
are proudly displaying the supporter card you 

received on your entry shelf.  If you have not had 
the chance to give, please make a donation, in any 
amount possible, to help your neighbors.  Donation 
packets are available at the front desk.  The campaign 
ends on Saturday, September 12.

“Charity begins at home” rings true at Riderwood

By Kierra Patterson
Sales Associate, Riderwood

Coming up on my 19th year of being with 
the community, I have seen this “village” grow from 
one single clubhouse to now four clubhouses and a 
five-star Continuing Care neighborhood! My uncle 
referred me to Riderwood; I then referred my twin 
brother. My brother and I are still with Erickson 
18 years later, all because of a referral. We are a 
testament to the power that a referral can have, and 
so are our residents. 

I say all this because Riderwood has 
grown over the last two decades because of you, 
our residents, referring your friends and family to 
join you in calling Riderwood home. From working 
very closely with our residents in various roles and 
now being in the sales office for the last two years, 
I’ve seen how impactful your referrals are to our 
beloved Riderwood, specifically in increasing our 
occupancy.  We have found that approximately 
40% of our new leads, which resident referrals 
are considered, move to Riderwood within a year, 
proving the success of quality new leads.

In appreciation of your efforts to continue 
promoting our beautiful community, I am thrilled 
to announce our revitalized Resident Referral 
Program. 

We have tripled our referral reward from a 
$500 credit towards your Monthly Service Package 
to $1,500!  More importantly, we strongly feel the 
person you refer should be rewarded too!  If your 
referral moves into Riderwood within 12 months 
from the submission date, they will receive a 
matching $1,500 credit. Additionally, regardless 
of the move time frame, if your referral joins our 
Priority List, you will receive a $150 credit towards 
your Monthly Service Package.

Keep referring and get 
rewarded! Pick up your referral 
form from the Sales Office in 
Town Center or at any front desk 
today. The Sales Team can also 
be reached at 301-495-5700 for 
questions or further details.

Get rewarded for 
referring friends and 
family to Riderwood

By Amy Hahn
Lead Coordinator, Community Resources

In an effort to bring people together and 
create moments of fun and joy, the Community 
Resources and Riderwood TV Teams will be 
bringing you a Virtual Social Hour. Each Thursday 
at 2:00 p.m., join your hostesses Amy Hahn, Libby 
Rodriguez, and Lauren Boss, for a fun event, game, 
or cultural experience live on Zoom. You will get a 
chance to talk, laugh, and see faces you might not 
have seen in a while!  

Join Amy, Libby, and Lauren on Thursday, 
September 10 for a fun-filled Mocktail Hour! We’ll 
teach you how to make our favorite mocktails so we 
can all enjoy a nice refreshing drink together. If you 
want to make yours an “adult beverage” feel free- 
just add your alcohol of choice, after all, it’s always 
5 o’clock somewhere, right?

You can find the link to join the Social Hour 
below as well as the Meeting ID and password. 
The link and information will also be available 
on MyErickson in the Activities and Resident 
Resources sections.

Enjoy “Mocktail Hour” 
with Community Resources

Virtual Social Hour
Every Thursday at 2:00 p.m.
https://bit.ly/rwvsocialhour

(Web address is case sensitive)
Meeting ID:664 746 1839

Password:20904

By Gary Hibbs
Executive Director

For more than five months, Riderwood 
has been under some level of lock down as the 
community fights the COVID-19 virus that is still 
ravaging our country and the world. All members 
of Riderwood have rallied together and through 
adherence to best practices like wearing face masks, 
social distancing, and washing/sanitizing our hands, 
we have made tremendous progress in our fight. 
We moved into Phase One in June where additional 
services and amenities were made available to 
residents including outdoor exercise, mail pickup, 
on-site shops and the services of the hair salons. 
Navigating these changes hasn’t been easy and the 
constant movement may cause some to feel like 
things are changing too rapidly. 

As your Executive Director, I want to 
reassure everyone that Riderwood is strong. We 
are ready for Phase Two. I will continue to make 
certain that we take a measured approach in opening 
up more services and amenities while empowering 
residents to make healthy decisions about what they 
choose to do. 

Healthy Habits
The Phase Two reference sheet that was 

distributed on August 25 is titled “Healthy Habits.” 
This title was used because these habits have become 
the core foundation of our actions and are what 
enable us to move forward. Freedom only works in 
the context of personal responsibility. When each 
of us, in community, respects the rules, it creates the 
opportunity for freedom and movement among us. 

I am conscious of the role I play in 
communicating this to everyone. For months, 
you’ve heard my voice and seen my face as I have 
encouraged you to stay in your apartments, not 
congregate, and walk or exercise outside, etc. I thank 
all of you who have written to me offering support 
and gratitude for the way the management team has 
provided for the residents. The negative comments 
were welcomed too and considered. All comments 
are always valued.

You may recognize as we enter Phase 
Two a shift in the paradigm from a more 
parental approach to one of increased individual 

decision making. With Phase Two, Riderwood 
is implementing policies and procedures that are 
designed to create a safe and healthy environment 
but no policy can guarantee perfection nor can it 
control the actions of residents, staff, and visitors. 

So, I recognize that residents will have 
different levels of risk tolerance when it comes to 
partaking in the many activities and services we are 
beginning to open up. These are individual decisions 
and we will continue to provide options for dining 
and for managing your health in ways with which 
you are comfortable.

Phase Two Overview
While there are many shifts and changes 

during Phase Two, there are FOUR major changes 
with which one needs to be familiar:

• Dining - We shift from residents generally 
having three cold meals delivered to their apartments 
every three days, to residents making a choice 
between daily in-restaurant dining, hot meal carry-
out and /or hot meal delivery.

• Indoor exercise - The satellite fitness 
centers will be open along with the brand new 
Wellness Building, providing access to the beautiful 
new pool and workout areas.

• Resident-Led groups and activities – 
Eligible activities, groups, and clubs are able to 
meet again with limited capacity based on space. 
• On-Campus Shuttles – To help residents access 
the reopening amenities and activities, on-campus 
shuttles resume with no reservation required.

I feel excited as we work towards Phase 
Two. A detailed communication on the new dining 
program and order form for meal delivery will be 
sent during the week of September 7, and a memo 
about activities and meetings will be released soon.

I look forward to seeing more residents out 
and about while still wearing their masks, engaging 
safely with one another and enjoying some of the 
lovely and comfortable amenities that we have 
available here at Riderwood. 

It has been a long and difficult year so far 
and I’m not so naïve as to think we won’t have 
difficulties ahead but I know that we can handle the 
changes and challenges that face us as a community, 
if we work together and rely on our healthy habits. 
Wishing you a happy and healthy Phase Two!
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Monday, September 7
General Services Virtual Town Hall Meeting 

(August 26, 2020)
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, September 8
The Riderwood Actors Studio presents 

“Cornycopia” (October 25, 2018) 
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, September 9
Resource Assurance Presentation  

with Gladstone James (August 31, 2020)
---------------------------------------

Thursday, September 10
Riderwood Health Forum - COVID 19/SARS

By Donna Suchman, Microbiologist 
& Riderwood Resident (July 17, 2020) 

 --------------------------------------- 
Friday, September 11

The Navy Brass Band Quartet (May 20, 2016)
 --------------------------------------- 

Saturday, September 12
The Performing Arts Council presents  
Mariachi Los Amigos (May 4, 2012)

 ---------------------------------------
Sunday, September 13 (*New*)

Church of Resurrection Sunday Mass

Special Programming on Channel 972
Every day at 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., 
10:30 p.m., and the following day at 1:00 a.m. 

A Hollywood classic every night at 7:00 p.m.,  
directly to your living room on Channel 972!

Monday, September 7 - Yesterday 
(2019, PG-13, 1h 56m)  

A struggling musician realizes he’s the only 
person on Earth who can remember The Beatles 
after waking up in an alternate timeline where 

they never existed.
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, September 8 - Code Girls Presentation 
(*New & Live*)

Join the Continuing Education Committee for 
this live virtual presentation with Liza Mundy 
author of Code Girls: The Untold Story of the 

American Women Codebreakers of World War II
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, September 9 - Hundred Foot 
Journey (2014, PG, 2h 2m)  

The Kadam family leaves India for France where 
they open a restaurant directly across the road 

from Madame Mallory’s Michelin-starred eatery.
---------------------------------------

Thursday, September 10 - Liar Liar 
 (1997, PG-13, 1h 36m)  

A fast-track lawyer can’t lie for 24 hours due to 
his son’s birthday wish after he disappoints his 

son for the last time.
---------------------------------------

Friday, September 11 - Extremely Loud  
and Incredibly Close (2011, PG-13, 2h 9m)  

A nine-year-old amateur inventor searches New 
York City for the lock that matches a mysterious 

key left behind by his father, who died in the 
World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.

---------------------------------------
Saturday, September 12 - Marshall 

(2017, PG-13, 1h 58m) 
The story of Thurgood Marshall, the crusading 

lawyer who would become the first African-
American Supreme Court Justice, as he battles 

through one of his career-defining cases.
---------------------------------------

Sunday, September 13 - 42 
(2013, PG-13, 2h 8m)

(Sponsored by the  
African American History Club) 

In 1947, Jackie Robinson becomes the first 
African-American to play in Major League 

Baseball in the modern era and faces 
considerable racism in the process.

Riderwood TV Live! on Channel 972
Monday, September 7 at 2:00 p.m. 

(*Rebroadcast*)
The Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Doug Myers, of the Chesapeake Bay foundation 
provides updates on the bay and key species.

-----------------------------
Wednesday, September 9 at 2:00 p.m.  

(*New & Live*)
Mid-Week Trivia with Chris Taydus

Play along on your phone, tablet, or computer, or 
just answer the questions for some fun.

-----------------------------
Thursday, September 10 at 2:00 p.m. 

(*New & Live*)  
& Friday, September 11 at 2:00 p.m.

Mocktail Hour with Community Resources
The Community Resources team will teach you 

how to make some delicious mocktails.
(Live on Thursday, Rebroadcast on Friday)

-----------------------------
Sunday, September 13 at 2:00 p.m. (*New*)

Jewish High Holy Days Primer with Rabbi Stan
Rabbi Stan Levin will introduce viewers to the 
customs and traditions of the High Holy Days.

Take a Minute
Everyday on Channel 972 at 2:00 a.m.,  

8:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by a program to help you unwind and release the 

stress with beautiful imagery & calming music.
THIS WEEK’S SHOW: 

Take a Minute...in Uruguay!

Riderwood in Focus on Channel 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.
---------------------------------------

Monday, September 7
Apollo 11 Retrospective

Riderwood residents recall their experiences 
working towards putting man on the moon in 
this celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 

Apollo 11 mission and moon landing from 2019.
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, September 8 (*New & Live*)  
and Wednesday, September 9 
Community COVID-19 Updates 

with the Administration 
Gary Hibbs & guests discuss campus operations. 
(New on Tuesday, Rebroadcast on Wednesday)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, September 10 
Apollo 11 Retrospective 

A rebroadcast of the show from September 7.
---------------------------------------

Friday, September 11 (*New & Live*) 
and Saturday, September 12 

Community COVID-19 Updates 
with the Administration 

Gary Hibbs & guests discuss campus operations. 
(New on Friday, Rebroadcast on Saturday)

---------------------------------------
Sunday, September 13 (*New*) 
Circle Fellowship Church Service 

Join Pastor Lisa Holloway for a weekly service 
from the Riderwood Circle Fellowship Church.

TV Guide      September 7 - 13

The Great Courses on Channel 976
Fall 2020 Trimester Courses
(These are not the PGCC SAGE classes)

Mondays
11:30 a.m. - Beethoven: His Life & Music 

(Concludes on November 9, and will be replaced 
by The Chamber Music of Mozart on 11/16)

4:00 p.m. - Great American Best Sellers: The 
Books that Shaped America

Tuesdays
11:30 a.m. - From Monet to Van Gogh:

A History of Impressionism
4:00 p.m. - The Persian Empire

Wednesdays
11:30 a.m. - How to Look at  
and Understand Great Art

4:00 p.m. - The World’s Greatest Geological 
Wonders (Continuation of Summer 2020 course. 
Concludes on October 28, and will be replaced by 

Understanding the Brain on 11/4)

Thursdays 
11:30 a.m. - America’s Founding Fathers 

4:00 p.m. - The Black Death

Fridays 
11:30 a.m. - The History of British India 

4:00 p.m. - Mysteries of the Microscopic World

Saturdays 
11:30 a.m. - London: A Short History of the 

Greatest City in the Western World 
4:00 p.m. - Everyday Guide to Wine

Sundays 
11:30 a.m. - Cultural Literacy and Religion 

4:00 p.m. - Fundamentals of Photography II

By the Continuing Education Committee

Beginning on September 21 and running 
through December 20 (except Thanksgiving 
week), the Continuing Education Committee will 
present a new series of The Great Courses on 
Channel 976. 

There will be 14 classes, two each day, at 
the same 11:30 am and 4:00 pm times. Residents 

will receive a cubby stuffer that will provide more 
details about each course. To whet your appetite, 
here is a list of the fall offerings:

The Great Courses return for the 
Fall 2020 semester on Channel 976
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Alma E. Mugge ET 8/29

Geraldine S. Beard MG 8/30

Marian Gardes MG 9/1

Lorenzo Hayes CC 9/1

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:


