
By Ed Vilade
Resident Writer

Caring Connections, Riderwood’s program 
for navigating issues relating to aging, is successfully 
wrapping up its third full series and has set the 
schedule for its fourth.  Registration for the new 
session will be online on Tuesday, September 29, at 
9:00 a.m. The new series will run on Mondays for 12 
weeks, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., starting October 
12.  It skips December 21 and 28 to continue until 
January 18, 2021. Classes will be conducted via 
Zoom, and because of the interactive nature of the 
course, participation will be limited to 12 residents. 
Couples may register together as one registrant on 
one Zoom connection.  

The program, entitled Navigating As We 
Age: Changes and Choices, will feature talks by 
more than 25 expert speakers and class instruction 
on fundamental legal, financial, and medical issues; 
guidance in making individual plans and decisions; 
and help in beginning to implement the plans with 
conversations with doctors, family, and agents.

“This past session was the first to be 
conducted completely on Zoom,” said committee 

Co-Chair Mina Wuchenich, “and we learned many 
valuable lessons which we will apply to the coming 
classes. 

“Participants had little trouble adapting to 
the Zoom classes since we require computer literate 
and alert learners.  We have the same criteria for the 
coming session and will also encourage active give-
and-take with the speakers.”

After the first 12 successful registrants, 
additional applications will be held on a waiting 
list if anyone drops out after registering.  Waiting 
list applicants from past series must register 
anew.  For more information and to register, go to 
www.riderwoodlife.org at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
September 29.  Enter “Caring Connections” in the 
search box.  Then see Registration.  Couples and 
singles are welcome.  Anyone registering earlier 
than 9:00 a.m. will be moved to the end of the line.

The requirements that registrants be alert 
learners and be comfortable with computers are hard 
and fast since the volume of material to be absorbed 
will be substantial, and much of it will be online. 

Zoom requires access to a tablet, 
smartphone, or computer with a camera and wifi.  
Participants must commit to attending all 12 classes 
since the subject matter will refer to and build on 
other sessions.  Since all class materials will be 
online, family members can follow along, as well. 

A fee of $30 covers the costs of binders and 
extensive handouts. 

There are two options for a required 
textbook that cost an additional fee of $12 or 
$15. Questions? Email Mina Wuchenich at  
mina@minabancroft.com.

Caring Connections plans next session

By Bob Phillips
General Services Liaison, Resident Advisory 
Council

My name is Bob Phillips. As RAC liaison 
to the General Services (GS) committee, I also 
am the co-chair of the Design Input Group (DIG). 
Through the RAC, these two groups (General 
Services committee and the DIG) provide resident 
oversight of almost anything at Riderwood that 
involves the physical plant. GS provides for 
the functionality of the ongoing systems and 
services and DIG reviews and comments on 
upcoming projects. There is ample resident input 
at our meetings. The DIG has a membership of 
twenty residents and meets monthly on the third 
Wednesday. The GS committee has about eight 
members and meets every other month. 

Jason Spivey is the director of the GS 
department. GS covers maintenance, engineering, 
housekeeping, laundry, security, transportation, 
project management, custom interiors, 
communications/customer services, and grounds. 
At the start of COVID, GS activities had to be 
limited to emergency services only; however, GS 
is now back in full operation. There is no work 
backlog so if any resident needs service from GS, 
contact them at 301-672-8355. 

Simone Gomez is the co-chair of the DIG. 
She is the project manager at Riderwood. Again, 
at the beginning of COVID, DIG did not meet, 
but now the committee is meeting by Zoom. Last 
month we had our first meeting since December. 
Simone Gomez gave the committee updates on 
ongoing projects (Lakeside and Fitness Center), 
but our major discussion was the proposal for 
Montgomery Station’s repositioning. Residents are 
reminded that this is the first plan, with more to 
come after the residents’ concerns are heard. The 
plan calls for major changes to the Windsor dining 
room and the addition of a second restaurant where 
the library and card room currently are located. 
Residents may have recently read the article in The 
Riderwood Reporter by Gary Hibbs. The proposed 
changes created a lot of discussion. As one would 
expect, change of any kind is difficult for some. 
Having the configuration of the spaces redesigned 
and some old favorites removed or made smaller 
is unsettling. I continue to ask that residents 
who want to have their voice heard, email me at  
raphillips2@verizon.net. Every idea submitted 
will be shared with the entire DIG committee and 
management. 

If you would like to join either the DIG or 
GS committee, instructions for how to apply for a 
committee position will be available later this year.

By Amy Hahn
Lead Coordinator, Community Resources

In an effort to bring people together and 
create moments of fun and joy, the Community 
Resources and Riderwood TV Teams will be 
bringing you a Virtual Social Hour. Each Thursday 
at 2:00 p.m., join your hostesses Amy Hahn, Libby 
Rodriguez, and Lauren Boss, for a fun event, game, 
or cultural experience live on Zoom. You will get a 
chance to talk, laugh, and see faces you might not 
have seen in a while!  

Join Community Resources and Riderwood 
TV on Thursday, September 24 as we welcome the 
Arts Council for an Art Talk. Betsy Brener will 
showcase resident and staff artwork that has been 
displayed around campus in the Art Galleries. Enjoy 
this artwork from the comfort of your home!

You can find the link to join the Social Hour 
below as well as the Meeting ID and password. 
The link and information will also be available 
on MyErickson in the Activities and Resident 
Resources sections.

Experience Riderwood art in 
this week’s virtual social hour

Virtual Social Hour
Every Thursday at 2:00 p.m.

https://bit.ly/rwvsocialhour
(Web address is case sensitive)

Meeting ID:664 746 1839
Password:20904

By Sylvia Raphael
Riderwood Resident

Do you feel the need for a refresher 
course on that remarkable document – the U.S. 
Constitution?  

At 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, September 
23, September 30, and October 7, Riderwood TV 
Channel 972 will present a 90-minute interactive 
presentation of the PBS program, “A More or Less 
Perfect Union, A Personal Exploration by Judge 
Douglas Ginsburg.” 

After each session, Riderwood resident 
Professor David Goldberger, professor emeritus at 
the Ohio State University Moritz College of Law, and 
staff member Chris Taydus will field questions. You 
can participate by sending a question or comment 
via email to info@riderwoodtv.com at any time 
during or prior to the discussion, or by calling the 
TV Studio call-in phone line during the discussion at  
(301) 478-6170. You can also send an e-mail to 
David Goldberger at goldberger1@gmail.com.

Riderwood TV to screen 
Constitution documentary 
with post-show discussion
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The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Important Note:
The Riderwood Reporter Weekly Newspaper 
will NOT have a new issue for the week of 

October 5 through October 11. 

A standalone TV Guide will be distributed  
that week instead. 



The Great Courses on 
Channel 976 

Fall 2020 Trimester Courses 
(These are not the PGCC SAGE classes) 

Classes begin on September 21

Mondays 
11:30 a.m. - Beethoven: His Life & Music 
(45 min classes; concludes on November 9) 

4:00 p.m. - Great American Best Sellers: The 
Books that Shaped America

Tuesdays 
11:30 a.m. - From Monet to Van Gogh: 

A History of Impressionism 
4:00 p.m. - The Persian Empire

Wednesdays 
11:30 a.m. - How to Look at  
and Understand Great Art 

4:00 p.m. - The World’s Greatest Geological 
Wonders (Continuation of Summer 2020 

course; concludes on October 28)

Thursdays 
11:30 a.m. - America’s Founding Fathers 

4:00 p.m. - The Black Death

Fridays 
11:30 a.m. - The History of British India 

4:00 p.m. - Mysteries of the  
Microscopic World

Saturdays 
11:30 a.m. - London: A Short History of the 

Greatest City in the Western World 
4:00 p.m. - Everyday Guide to Wine

Sundays 
11:30 a.m. - Cultural Literacy and Religion 

4:00 p.m. - Fundamentals of Photography II

 

Monday, September 21
The Benevolent Care Pajama Ball (9/16/2020)

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, September 22

Resource Assurance Presentation (8/31/2020)
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, September 23
The Performing Arts Council presents

The Baltimore Mandolin Orchestra (8/21/2015)
---------------------------------------

Thursday, September 24
Expert Led Talks - “Baseball & Baseball Cards”

with Executive Director Gary Hibbs (7/10/2020)
 --------------------------------------- 

Friday, September 25
The Laurel Mill Playhouse presents

“H.M.S. Pinafore”
--------------------------------------- 

Saturday, September 26
Resident Recitals of Riderwood presents

“An Afternoon with Rogers & Hammerstein”
 ---------------------------------------

Sunday, September 27 (*New*)
Church of Resurrection Sunday Mass

Special Programming on Channel 972
Every day at 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., 
10:30 p.m., and the following day at 1:00 a.m.

A Hollywood classic every night at 7:00 p.m.,  
directly to your living room on Channel 972!

---------------------------------------
Monday, September 21 - Sleepless in Seattle 

(1993, PG, 1h 45m)  
A recently widowed man’s son calls a radio talk-
show in an attempt to find his father a partner.

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, September 22 - A League of Their Own

(1992, PG, 2h 8m)  
Two sisters join the first female professional 

baseball league and struggle to help it succeed 
amidst their own growing rivalry.

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, September 23 -  

A More or Less Perfect Union: 
Episode 1 - A Constitution in Writing 

Examine the creation of the document that 
protects our civil liberties. 

(Join us for a live post-show discussion on 
Channel 972 at approximately 8:00 p.m.)
(More information in article on page 1)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, September 24 -  

My Man Godfrey (1936, NR, 1h 34m)  
A scatterbrained socialite hires a vagrant as a 

family butler - but there’s more to Godfrey  
than meets the eye.

---------------------------------------
Friday, September 25 - Richard Jewell

(2019, R, 2h 11m)  
An American security guard saves many lives 

from an exploding bomb at the 1996 Olympics, 
but is vilified by journalists and the press who 

falsely reported that he was a terrorist.  
(This film is rated R for language including 

sexual references, and brief bloody images)
---------------------------------------

Saturday, September 26 - Home Again 
 (2017, PG-13, 1h 37m) 

Life for a single mom in Los Angeles takes an 
unexpected turn when she allows three young 

guys to move in with her.
---------------------------------------

Sunday, September 27  - The Wiz 
(1978, G, 2h 14m)  

An adaptation of “The Wizard of Oz” that tries 
to capture the essence of the African-American 

experience. (Presented by the African American 
History Club)

Riderwood TV Live! on Channel 972
Monday, September 21 at 2:00 p.m.  

(*Rebroadcast*)
Meet the Pets Party

Meet the furry friends of the Community 
Resources and Riderwood TV Teams, as well as 

some of your friends and neighbors.
-----------------------------

Wednesday, September 23 at 2:00 p.m.  
(*New & Live*)

Mid-Week Trivia with Chris Taydus
Play along on your phone, tablet, or computer, 

or just answer the questions for some fun.
-----------------------------

Thursday, September 24 at 2:00 p.m. 
(*New & Live*)  

& Friday, September 25 at 2:00 p.m.
Art Talk with Betsy Brenner 

Resident Betsy Brenner highlights some of the 
resident and staff artwork around campus.
(Live on Thursday, Rebroadcast on Friday)

Take a Minute
Every day on Channel 972 at 2:00 a.m.,  

8:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by a program to help you unwind and release the 

stress with beautiful imagery & calming music.
THIS WEEK’S SHOW: 

Take a Minute...in Romania!

Riderwood in Focus 
on Channel 972

10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 
Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.

---------------------------------------
Monday, September 21

Riderwood Wellness Center Grand Opening
Join the Fitness and Executive Teams for  

the grand opening of the new  
Wellness & Aquatic Center at Riderwood.

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, September 22 (*New & Live*)  

and Wednesday, September 23 
Community COVID-19 Updates 

with the Administration 
Gary Hibbs & guests discuss campus operations. 
(New on Tuesday, Rebroadcast on Wednesday) 
(Also available live on www.riderwoodtv.com)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, September 24 

Riderwood Wellness Center Grand Opening 
A rebroadcast of the show from September 21.

---------------------------------------
Friday, September 25 (*New & Live*), 

Saturday, September 26,
and Sunday, September 27 

Community COVID-19 Updates 
with the Administration 

Gary Hibbs & guests discuss campus operations. 
(New on Friday, Rebroadcast on the weekend)
(Also available live on www.riderwoodtv.com)

TV Guide    September 21 - 27

By Fiona Divecha
Manager, Philanthropy & Resident Life

With Phase 2 underway, Community 
Resources is now booking resident-run activities. 
As we plan on starting resident-run activities 
starting September 28, we are still cautious about 
your health and safety. Some groups will be allowed 
to begin meeting at the end of September if their 
leaders and members wish to do so. We have 
assessed all groups’ ability to adhere to infection 
control protocol while doing the activity. We have 
taken into account group size, being able to have 
your mask on, the ability to socially distance, and 
no touching of the same materials. 

We have sent memos to group leaders for 
groups that should be good to start and groups 
that may begin after some modifications. Next 
week we will send more information to the groups 
who are not eligible at this point. Please call your 
Community Resources Coordinator only after you 
have received and reviewed the memo.

We want to make sure you know that you 
do not have to start-up at this point, even if we have 
determined you can.  Please make a decision you 
are comfortable with for you and your whole group. 
For those groups who cannot meet yet, we ask that 
you give us a week to book eligible groups and then 
contact us to discuss future possibilities.

We look forward to partnering with you 
to create a level of engagement and activity in the 
safest means possible.

Riderwood resident-
run activities set to 
resume September 28
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Stephen Behrend WC 9/11
Larry Keefer OP 9/11
Mary Drumwright MG 9/11
Mary Gross MS 9/11
Bonnie C. Manwell CT 9/13
Shirley Plummer OP 9/14
Donald H. Rosenthal CL 9/16
Ilah Parker CL 9/16
Edward T. Mallinson, Jr. RC 9/17
Kathryn McMullin OG 9/17

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

Norman & Leah Solat 
(PV) 8/18 Annapolis, 

MD

Kenneth Parr (VP) 8/27 Silver Spring, 
MD

Suzanne Hillegass 
(FR) 8/28 Chevy Chase, 

MD

Sue Mischke (VP) 9/1 Beltsville, MD

Ruth Stern (KC) 9/4 Boynton 
Beach, FL

Jean Rauzi (GV) 9/10 Bardonia, NY

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:


