
Announcements:
• The Riderwood Woodcrafters Tool Sale 

scheduled for October 30 and 31  
has been cancelled.

• Beginning October 26, Friends and 
Family Badge access will be restored to all 

residential building exterior doors.  
Guests will still have to use the visitor lane 
at Gatehouse 1 near Village Square when 

entering campus.

• The next issue of the Riderwood Reporter 
Newspaper will be available on November 

9. Deadline for submissions is Thursday, 
November 5 at 12:00 PM. Contact  

Chris Taydus for questions  
or submission information.

By Rick Salamy
Supervisor, Transportation

In an effort to provide 
residents with as many 
voting options as possible, 
Riderwood Transportation will 
be running a scheduled shuttle 
to local polling locations in 
both Prince George’s and 
Montgomery counties. The shuttle will be running 
Monday, October 26 through Friday, October 30, 
and Monday, November 2 for early voting, as well 
as on Election Day, Tuesday, November 3. 

If residents would like to register for one 
of the election shuttles, they should contact the 
Transportation Office at (301)572-8358. A member 
of the office team will review available times with 
the resident and assign the resident to a mutually 
agreeable date and pick up time. On the day of 
the appointment, residents will be picked up at 
their clubhouse, receive a verbal screening for any 
symptoms of COVID-19, then travel to the polling 
location and disembark to vote. The shuttle bus will 
remain on site at the polling location while residents 
vote. After each resident has completed the voting 
process, they will return to the bus to wait for the 
other residents to finish. After all the residents have 
returned to the bus, the bus will return to Riderwood.

Please note that Riderwood has zero 
control over the conditions at the polling locations. 
Reports from other states that have already begun 
early voting have detail wait times at their polling 
locations of several hours which could lead to 
residents having to wait for extended times on the 
shuttle bus to return to campus.

Also please note that this election shuttle 
service is by appointment only, and is on a first 
come, first serve basis. Due to social distancing 
requirements, seating capacity on each trip will be 
limited.

We encourage all residents to vote how 
they feel most comfortable. Independent of our 
political inclinations, we all have the right to make 
our voices heard, and we encourage everyone to 
participate in the democratic process by voting!

Riderwood to offer 
transportation to 
polling places for 
early voting and 
Election Day

By Winnie Coggins
Member, Arts Council of Riderwood

You may have enjoyed our past nine Exhibits 
of juried original artwork by Riderwood Artists and 
Staff.  Three are currently on view: Exhibit 7 in 
Village Square, Exhibit 8 in Montgomery Station, 
and Exhibit 9 in Lakeside.  The Town Center Lobby 
has our Wall of Art (a part of Exhibit 9).

We have been eagerly anticipating Exhibit 
10, but the pandemic stands in our way. Regardless, 
we are preparing for Exhibit 10, hoping that Spring 
of 2021, and the anniversary of our pandemic 
lockdown, will see Riderwood entering a phase 
where we can again have a show.  

For those of you new to Riderwood, we 
invite resident and staff artists to bring their work 
to be juried by independent, professional jurors who 
select work for each show.  The work chosen is hung 
by volunteers and staff first in Lakeside, with shows 

rotating across campus, so residents of every club 
house get to see all the work over time.  Three- and 
two-dimensional work is welcomed for jurying.

Meanwhile, our docent Betsy Brener 
(formerly a docent at the Corcoran Gallery and an 
artist herself) will be presenting Art Talks, which 
will recap work from previous exhibits, as part of 
the Community Resources Virtual Social Hours 
on Zoom. Watch for her presentation on Thursday, 
November 19 at 2:00 p.m.! More information will 
be available in the Riderwood TV Guide for the 
week of November 16.

Artists new to Riderwood are welcome 
to add their talents to our exhibits. All Riderwood 
artists should be thinking about what they want to 
enter for jurying in the delayed, but upcoming show.  
What would artists be without an appreciative 
audience? Art lovers on campus please enjoy the 
current exhibits, follow Art Talks, and be prepared 
for new work on exhibits in the spring.

Arts Council hopes to return soon for Exhibit 10

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

The Staff 
Appreciation Fund is 
a yearly opportunity 
for Riderwood residents 
to show their gratitude for 
the 1,300+ hourly employees 
who have served us so well 
throughout the year.

COVID-19 brought our life to 
a standstill. The last meal served in our 
dining rooms was on Monday, March 16, 
and from that day forward, life changed, not 
only for the residents, but also for the staff.  Job 
descriptions went out the window as employees 
stepped up to fill the residents’ needs.  Our safety 
and care were the first priorities.

The staff is not 
allowed to accept gifts or 

tips, and so The Staff 
Appreciation Fund 
is our way to thank 

these Superheroes.
We see these 

Superheroes every day 
as they cook and serve our 

food, drive buses, attend the 
front desks, work in the Medical 

Center, man the gatehouses, perform 
the many tasks of the Concierge Team, 

maintain the safe environment in which 
we live, and much more!

These are the particular reasons why 
this annual gift in “the year of the COVID” should 
be the best that it has ever been to help say thank 
you to our hard working staff!

Thank Riderwood’s superheroes with a 
donation to the Staff Appreciation Fund

Ways to Give to the Staff Appreciation Fund

Check or Cash: Make the check payable to “Riderwood” and write “Staff Appreciation Fund” 
on the memo line. Place the envelope in the Philanthropy slot at any of the front desks.

One-Tine Charge: You can contribute to the Staff Appreciation Fund with a one-time charge 
to your resident bill. Please call 301-572-8394 for more information.

By Tom Mertz
Member, Riderwood Association of Woodcrafters

Our Riderwood 
Association of 
Woodcrafters (“Wood 
Shop”) is embarking on 
a new charitable project. 
We will be building basic 
desks for local elementary 
school students who are 
now taking classes online 
at home since most local 
schools are not open.

Many families 

cannot buy a desk for their child, so our Wood Shop 
members will be building the desks at no charge to 

the families. So far, we 
have had requests for 25 
desks and expect many 
more requests since the 
schools may not open 
again until sometime next 
year.

The Wood Shop 
members are looking 
forward to providing the 
desks so our local students 
can have the best school 
year possible.

Riderwood Wood Shop makes desks 
for students affected by COVID
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The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Would you like to also receive the Riderwood 
Reporter newspaper and the weekly Riderwood 

TV Guide in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign up to 
receive the digital edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)



By Lauren Boss
Coordinator, Community Resources

Do you want to 
find ways to keep your 
brain active while safely 
social distancing? Tired of 
looking at your computer 
and television? Sign up 
for an activity packet. 
Community Resources 
puts together a weekly 
activity packet filled with 
10 pages of word searches, 
crossword puzzles, logic games, word games, etc. 
There’s something for everyone! 

Call or email Lauren Boss to get on the 
mailing list. Once you sign up, the packet will be 
delivered to your cubby every Thursday. Each week 
will be something different! Call and leave a voice 
mail with Lauren Boss at 301-572-8458 or email   
lauren.boss@erickson.com to get signed up for the 
next issue.

You can also find all the past issues of 
activity packets in MyErickson under the Resident 
Resources section.

New weekly activity 
packets still available 
from the Community 
Resources team

By Patrick Curtis
President, Riderwood Genealogy Club

Sharon MacInnes will walk us through the 
labyrinth that is Ancestry.com on Riderwood TV 
on Thursday, October 29 on Channel 972 during 
the Special Programming times of 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., 10:30 p.m., and 1:00 a.m. 
the following day. Titled “Getting the Most out of 
Ancestry,” the comprehensive review is suitable for 

beginning genealogists as well as those of us not 
familiar with all of Ancestry’s functions. Sharon is 
Riderwood’s only certified genealogist, awarded 
by the Board of Certification of Genealogists. She 
is a member of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists and currently serves on the Board 
of Directors of the National Genealogical Society. 
The presentation is sponsored by the Riderwood 
Genealogy Club and the Continuing Education 
Committee.

Genealogy Group & Continuing Education Committee 
present “Getting the Most out of Ancestry.com”

Research shows renewable 
energy is beating out coal!

By Bill Flank, 
Co-Chair, Sustainability Committee
and Mike Carkhuff, 
Co-Chair, Energy Sub-Committee

New government projections show that, 
partly driven by the coronavirus pandemic, the U.S. 
is on track this year to produce more electricity from 
renewable sources than from coal.  This is occurring 
for the first time on record, and has significant 
implications in the fight against climate change 
and polluted air.  Such a thing would have been 
unthinkable just a decade ago.

Over the last decade, the cost of wind farms 
has declined more than 40%, and solar costs have 
dropped more than 80%.  Turbines are now 15 times 
as efficient as the original models.  As a result, 
electric utilities have retired hundreds of aging 
coal plants since 2010 and have been running the 
remaining ones less frequently.  Natural gas plants, 
which can readily be started up and stopped, use 
cheap fracked gas and are now being used for peak 
demand trimming, along with batteries.  Note that 
U.S. battery storage capacity for the grid, which 
is now mostly lithium-ion batteries, has just about 
doubled every two years since 2011.  

With the current business slowdown due 
to the coronavirus, demand for electricity has 
fallen sharply.  Because coal plants often cost more 
to operate than gas plants or renewables, many 
utilities are choosing to cut back on coal power first, 
according to a business analysis by the New York 
Times.  In the foreseeable future, state-of-the-art 
batteries will supplant gas for demand trimming in 
regional grids and especially in micro-grids.

In less than half a year, wind turbines, solar 
panels and hydroelectric dams in 2020 had produced 
more electric power than coal on 90 separate 
days, and on May 1st, wind power alone in Texas 
supplied nearly three times as much electricity as 
coal did.  The Energy Information Administration 
now estimates that total U.S. coal consumption will 

fall by about a quarter this year, with coal plants 
providing less than 20% of our electricity and less 
than that supplied by nuclear power or renewables 
like wind, solar, hydroelectric dams, geothermal 
and biomass.  Coal plants are even shifting their 
operational models to be more seasonal in nature 
based on usage trending and cost efficiency.  Natural 
gas, which currently supplies 38% of our power, is 
expected to maintain its share in the near term, due 
to its presently low cost.

While U.S. nuclear capacity outages were 
up 35% for the summer of 2020 compared to 2019, 
unfortunately -- even amid decreasing construction 
costs for both solar and wind generation -- natural 
gas consumption subsidized the balance of the 
loss in output. While cleaner, it still leaves room 
for improvement as we continue to shift nationally 
towards more renewable forms of energy generation 
and consumption practices. 

A forecast from Bloomberg’s research 
service predicts that by the mid-2020s, even without 
subsidies, electric vehicles (like the one Riderwood 
has just acquired) will be at cost parity with their 
polluting counterparts.  The amount of pollution 
reduction, however, will depend on the degree to 
which fossil fuels and nuclear energy, the major 
power-generating polluters, are used to generate that 
electricity.

During peak demand months in the summer, 
coal is still relied on heavily, but consumption falls 
off rapidly during the shoulder months of spring and 
fall.  With the reduction in costs of coal alternatives 
as sources of power generation, ninety-five 
gigawatts of coal generation have been switched to 
an alternative source of power since 2011, and an 
additional twenty-five gigawatts of coal generation 
is planned to be shut down by the year 2025.

We’re in an era of rapid change.  There are 
estimates that in five years, coal could contribute 
less than 10% of domestic electricity generation.  
Riderwood currently has a preferential usage rate of 
about 6.7 cents per kilowatt hour.  We could increase 
our use of sustainable energy and save both energy 
and money by using performance contracting, which 
often requires no capital investment.  That would be 
a win for everybody, including our planet.

By Amy Hahn
Lead Coordinator, Community Resources

To bring people together and create 
moments of fun and joy, the Community Resources 
and Riderwood TV teams will be bringing you a 
Virtual Social Hour. Each Thursday at 2:00 p.m., 
join your hosts for a fun event, game, or cultural 
experience live on Zoom. You will get a chance to 
talk, laugh, and see faces you might not have seen 
in a while!  

Join Community Resources and Riderwood 
TV on Thursday, October 29, for a presentation by 
National Portrait Gallery Docent and resident Rhoda 
Sumner. An exhibit, titled “Her Story,” recently 
opened at the National Portrait Gallery. It’s intended 
to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the passage 

of the 19th amendment giving women the right to 
vote. The curators selected 24 women authors from 
the last century whose works have become classics. 
It’s a diverse group of women, and Rhoda will show 
the portrait of each while telling a little about the 
portrait, the person, and their writing.

You can find the link to join the Social Hour 
below and the Meeting ID and password. The link and 
information will also be available on MyErickson in 
the Activities and Resident Resources sections.

Learn about “Her Story” in the Virtual Social Hour

Virtual Social Hour
Every Thursday at 2:00 p.m.

https://bit.ly/rwvsocialhour
(Web address is case sensitive)

Meeting ID:664 746 1839
Password:20904

October 2020        |          RiderwoodTV.com          |          Riderwood Reporter          |          RiderwoodLife.org          |        Page 2

Marianne Phelps OG 10/9

Rita R. Olson CT 10/11

Helen I. Swartz HS 10/13

Linda Brauer RC 10/15

Vivian R. Golub PV 10/15

Everett W. Harris RC 10/16

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

Mary Boyce 
(CC) 10/7 Annapolis, 

MD

Ursula Hindel 
(PV) 10/12 --

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:


