
The next issue of the Riderwood Reporter 
Newspaper will be available on November 23. 

Deadline for submissions is  
Thursday, November 19 at 12:00 PM.  

Contact RWVNewspaper@erickson.com for 
submission information.

By Mary Chor
Director of Operation, Treasure Chest

The Treasure Chest has gotten the green 
light to begin accepting donations.  This should 
come as welcome news for those who have been 
busy cleaning closets. Every Tuesday, starting 
November 10, a donation bin will be placed in 
each building near the front desk from 10:00 a.m.  
until 2:00 p.m..  

Please bring donations in closed bags 
labeled with your name and apartment number.  The 
bags will be stored for three days before they are 
opened.

Our best-selling items are jewelry, 
kitchenware, stemware and glasses in sets, lamps, 
table linens, small appliances, home décor, 
and seasonal items (including Christmas trees, 
decorations, wrapping paper, boxed cards, and 
gifts).  We are currently unable to accept large items 

such as furniture.
The Treasure Chest is sparkling with 

seasonal merchandise and gifts, as well as many 
handy, every-day necessities. We are open for 
shopping, 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon, four days per 
week with one day designated for each neighborhood. 
A convenient sign-up sheet is located at your front 
desk. Store volunteers are eager to welcome you and 
help you find just the right bargain. 

To find the Treasure Chest, follow the 
posted hallway signs in Village Square to the terrace 
level of Victoria Place 
or take the local campus 
shuttle bus to Victoria 
Place entrance #3. 

Thank you for 
supporting the Benevolent 
Care Fund with your 
donations and purchases.

Treasure Chest to resume 
accepting donations Tuesday

By Chris Taydus
Editor-In-Chief

The world of long-
term care insurance can 
be intimidating to some. 
It has the ability to be 
very beneficial by helping 
cover costs associated with 
the care necessary for a 
chronic medical condition, a 
disability, or a disorder such 
as Alzheimer’s disease. 

It is vital that people over the age of 50 take 
the cost of long-term care into consideration when 
developing an extended financial plan. Holding off 
until you need coverage isn’t an option as qualifying 

is near impossible with an existing debilitating 
condition. Whether long-term care insurance is 
the right choice depends on your situation and 
preferences.

That’s why the Resident Services 
department, along with the Caring Connections 
Committee will be welcoming Ellen Davis, 
an expert in long-term care insurance, to  
Riderwood TV Channel 972 live on Tuesday, 
November 10 at 7:00 p.m. Ellen will answer 
questions to help you uncover the best 
possible plans for you to protect your family,  
your income, and your future. Questions will  
be taken during the event, but you can submit  
your questions ahead of time to 301-478-6170 or 
info@riderwoodtv.com.

Questions about long-term care 
insurance? We’ve got answers!

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Riderwood residents have been very 
generous. Approximately 50% of the households 
have contributed $394,655 towards a goal of 
$450,000 for our Staff Appreciation Fund. This is an 
annual opportunity to show our appreciation to these 
1,301 kindhearted and hard-working staff that have 
kept us safe and well during these difficult months. 

If you want to have your contribution included in 
this year’s gift to the hourly staff members, you must 
contribute by November 12. The Staff Appreciation 
Committee hopes to have all residents participate to 
show our staff that everyone is grateful. Remember, 
no gift is too small.

Victoria Place resident Helen Helm 
comments, “We have all appreciated the services 
that keep this place running smoothly such as bus 
trips around campus and to shopping centers, 
service in dining rooms, workers repairing things 
in our apartments, care for the common areas, as 
well as the behind the scenes work.” She continues, 
“Considering COVID, think of all of the extra 
service received plus the courage that it took to come 
to work in a facility caring for a high-risk population 
as the staff worked to keep us safe.” She adds, “I 
wish that I could give the half-million dollars set as 
a goal. But like most residents, I cannot even come 
close. So, I will give as much as I can afford.”

Helen Bozzo of King’s Court adds, “I recall 
the thanks and smiles on the staff’s faces last year 
when we distributed the checks.” She then says, “In 
this trying year, our staff demonstrated the unity of 
a family and a ‘can do, will do’ attitude. My love 
of living here was heightened! Hopefully, generous 
contributions to the fund will be forthcoming!”

Contribute soon: Staff Appreciation Fund 
campaign concludes on November 12

Ways to Give to the Staff Appreciation Fund

Check or Cash: Make the check payable to 
“Riderwood” and write “Staff Appreciation 
Fund” on the memo line. Place the envelope 

in the Philanthropy slot at any front desks.
One-Time Charge: You can contribute to 
the Staff Appreciation Fund with a one-
time charge to your resident bill. Please call  

301-572-8394 for more information.

By Chris Taydus
Editor-In-Chief

To bring people together and create 
moments of fun and joy, the Community Resources 
and Riderwood TV teams will be bringing you a 
Virtual Social Hour. Each Thursday at 2:00 p.m., 
join your hosts for a fun event, game, or cultural 
experience live on Zoom. You will get a chance to 
talk, laugh, and see faces you might not have seen 
in a while!  

This week’s Virtual Social Hour will present 
a workshop that will look at why laughter truly 
is the best medicine. A crisis would seem like the 
most inappropriate time to find humor in anything, 
but what if it actually could be the key to helping 
you stay sane? The event is presented by Vida Yoga 
Studios, an online, international, Yoga and Wellness 
Studio/Community offering classes taught through a 
100% virtual platform with the goal of making yoga 
and wellness accessible and affordable to people all 
over the world. Join Community Resources and 
Riderwood TV on Thursday, November 12 at 2:00 
PM on Zoom to explore how to make yourself laugh 
as a way to release stress and be able to come back 
into emotional balance.

You can find the link to join the Social 
Hour below and the Meeting ID and password. 
The link and information will also be available 
on MyErickson in the Activities and Resident 
Resources sections.

Is laughter truly 
the best medicine? 

Virtual Social Hour
Every Thursday at 2:00 p.m.

https://bit.ly/rwvsocialhour
(Web address is case sensitive)

Meeting ID:664 746 1839
Password:20904
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The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Would you like to also receive the Riderwood 
Reporter newspaper and the weekly Riderwood 

TV Guide in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign up to 
receive the digital edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)



The Great Courses on Channel 976 Fall 2020 Courses
Classes run through December 20 (unless otherwise noted).

Mondays
11:30 a.m. - Beethoven: His Life & Music 

(Concludes on November 9, and will be replaced 
by The Chamber Music of Mozart on 11/16)

4:00 p.m. - Great American Best Sellers: The 
Books that Shaped America

Tuesdays
11:30 a.m. - From Monet to Van Gogh:

A History of Impressionism
4:00 p.m. - The Persian Empire

Wednesdays
11:30 a.m. - How to Look at  
and Understand Great Art

4:00 p.m. - Understanding the Brain

Thursdays 
11:30 a.m. - America’s Founding Fathers 

4:00 p.m. - The Black Death

Fridays 
11:30 a.m. - The History of British India 

4:00 p.m. - Mysteries of the Microscopic World

Saturdays 
11:30 a.m. - London: A Short History of the 

Greatest City in the Western World 
4:00 p.m. - Everyday Guide to Wine

Sundays 
11:30 a.m. - Cultural Literacy and Religion 

4:00 p.m. - Fundamentals of Photography II

By Trudy Downs
Vice President, Riderwood Computer Club

We want to let residents know that we 
are aware of the challenges many of you face 
using Zoom. There are several things that you 
can do to increase the chances that your Zoom 
experiences are improved. As you probably 
know, these Zoom issues exist in the general 
population and are not solely a local Riderwood 
Connect problem.

 The first suggestion is to be sure your 
Zoom Client (app) is up to date. These updates 
are to ensure you not only have the latest 
features available but, more importantly, have all 
security fixes applied to your device. Although 
the Zoom Client frequently updates (typically 
twice a month), the software does not update 
automatically. 

Another suggestion is to turn off 
broadcasting your video (if not necessary) as it 
requires more intensive use of the input/output 
on the call. Turning off your camera may reduce 
your video/audio issues. You will still be able to 
view others and hear the discussion, but others 
will not see you. You can use your computer to 
access video while simultaneously dialing in by 
phone for the audio.

Lastly, Erickson IT has begun the process 
of identifying the steps required to troubleshoot 
these issues. Please continue to register your 
problems with the Erickson Help Desk by 
dialing 800-677-0211. Although the primary 
goal for Erickson IT is to complete the wireless 
improvement project 
at Riderwood, 
they have begun 
the process 
of identifying 
steps required to 
troubleshoot these 
Zoom issues further.

Computer Club 
offers tips to help 
resolve Zoom issues

By Chris Taydus
Editor-In-Chief

Every day, millions of Americans deal with 
a variety of bladder conditions which can weigh 
heavily on their health and quality of life and can 
lead to an accumulation of medical costs. Conditions 
can include urinary incontinence, overactive & 
underactive bladder, interstitial cystitis, urinary tract 
infections, nocturia, bladder cancer, urotrauma, and 
neurogenic bladder. 

The Urology Care Foundation and the 
American Urological Association (AUA), together 
with the Bladder Health Alliance — a coalition 
of groups representing physicians, patients and 
veterans — has designated November as Bladder 
Health Awareness Month to help remind the public 
to take an active role in managing their bladder 
health through educational information and facts. 

In honor of Bladder Health Awareness 
Month, Riderwood TV and the Resident Services 
department will be welcoming a doctor from 
AAUrology to Riderwood TV Channel 972 
to present some information on keeping your 
urological systems healthy! This presentation will 
be held on Tuesday, November 17 at 2:00 PM live 
on Channel 972. Look for more information in the 
November 16 edition of the Riderwood TV Guide.

AAUrology to present 
“Why Bladders Matter” 
on RWTV Channel 972 By Mary Ellen Gordon

Resident Life Liaison, Resident Advisory Council

The Riderwood Resident Life Staff have 
amazed us as they have found so many ways to 
keep us entertained during these trying COVID 
times. They have provided us with puzzles, Zoom 
entertainment, patio programs, and much more. 
Slowly groups are being allowed to convene. The 
potters are potting, and the dancers are dancing. 

Kudos to Chris Taydus and his staff for 
working hard and hand in hand with Continuing 
Education and Wellness. The numerous exercise 
programs from here and other Erickson Communities 
are superb. They have worked with Science and 
Technology and especially Continuing Education 
to present interesting programs. The Great Courses 
Program is outstanding. Looking through their files, 
they have screened concerts and other programs that 
they previously taped. Every night there is a feature 
film to watch. We are so lucky.

There are so many wonderful committees to 
join: 

• The Continuing Education Committee 
is a superb committee to join. They work hard to 
present the Great Courses Program. They work with 
PGCC to be a part of their Sage Program, which 
is not expected to meet face to face anytime soon. 
Also, they are looking for speakers such as Liza 

Mundy, which they previously orchestrated. Caring 
Connections registration began on September 
29th. The content will be the same with additional 
reference materials.

• Wellness, of course, has a beautiful new 
building which will allow pickleball to move inside 
as the weather cools. Paula has been putting ping 
pong tables together. The new exercise machines 
look amazing. I personally love the pool for which 
you need a reservation. Call 301-628-3653. The 
wonderful hot tub is available if no one is using 
it. One at a time, please. Think about joining the 
Wellness Committee, one will be forming soon.

• The Special Needs Committee has not 
met recently after getting signage updated. Their 
name may become ABLE, Access to Better Living 
through Environment.

 • Civility at Riderwood, or CAR, was 
previously known at the CommUNITY Living 
Committee. In the recent past, they have actively 
encouraged wearing masks and participating in 
COVID prevention techniques such as social 
distancing. Currently, they are running a contest for 
a new logo.

Applications for all RAC Committees have 
been distributed, and additional ones are available at 
the front desks. Please consider joining a committee 
and helping to add to our exceptional programs.

November 2020        |          RiderwoodTV.com          |          Riderwood Reporter          |          RiderwoodLife.org          |        Page 2

Peter H. Kach WC 10/24

Florence Webster OP 10/24

Walter Wells ET 10/24

James Catts VP 10/25

Frances S. Hoffman CL 10/26

Robert H. Davis OG 10/29

Martha Vayhinger OG 10/30

Jeannemarie 
Holterman RC 11/5

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

Eric & Mina 
Johns (KC) 10/21 Annapolis, 

MD

Dorothy Aikin 
(WC) 10/27 --

Terry & 
Charlene 
Connell (KC)

10/29
Silver 

Spring, 
MD

Ralphine 
Andrews (GV) 10/30 --

Robert Thorne 
(OP) 10/30 Columbia, 

MD

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:


