
By Amy Hahn
Lead Coordinator, Community Resources

C o m m u n i t y 
Resources is excited to 
welcome our newest 
coordinator, Cibya 
Sam! 

Cibya is a 
graduate of the Erickson 
School for Management 
of Aging Services 
at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore 
County. Cibya comes 
to us from a local 
senior living community, where she helped 

develop, plan, and organize community events, 
and engaged residents in physical, mental, and 
social activities. She also worked as an intern 
with the Community Resources team at our sister 
community, Charlestown. 

In her free time, Cibya enjoys traveling 
and spending time with her family and friends. 
Cibya is fluent in Malayalam, an Indian language 
spoken in the southern region of the country. 

As Cibya settles into her new role as a 
Community Resources Coordinator, she will help 
with room bookings, event planning, group and 
activity facilitation, MyErickson activations, and 
much more. We are excited for Cibya to join the 
Community Resources team and can’t wait for 
you to meet her! We hope that you’ll join us on our 
Thursday Social Zooms to meet Cibya virtually.

Riderwood Community Resources team 
welcomes new coordinator, Cibya Sam

By the Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging 
Committee

Riderwood’s Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee is now the Diversity, Inclusion, and 
Belonging Committee. In addition to fostering a 
community culture that celebrates diversity and 
inclusion, we want to ensure that EVERYONE who 
walks through our doors –  resident, staff, family, 
and friends – feels welcome, safe, and supported. 

“Diversity is inviting someone to the party. 
Inclusion is asking them to join you on the dance 
floor. Belonging is when they dance like no one is 
watching!” This is but another step on our upward 
and forward-looking journey toward creating an 
environment where everyone can be their truest self. 

Let’s do this Riderwood…Stand Up, Stand 
With, and Stand Together!

Riderwood Committee 
announces new name to 
help foster belonging

By Sidney Kirschner
Member, Riderwood Jewish Community

Watch Reb Lisa Levine and members of the 
Riderwood Jewish Community to learn about the 
various Purim customs from countries near and far.  
Learn about the history, music, foods, folly and fun 
of this minor Jewish holiday that tells the story of 
the Persian Queen Esther and her bravery in saving 
the Jewish people from certain destruction.

The program will  be shown on 
Riderwood TV Live! at 2:00 p.m. on Monday 
and Tuesday, February 22 and 23. The show will 
also be rebroadcast as Special Programming 
on Thursday, February 25 at 8:30 a.m., 11:00 
a.m., 5:00 p.m., 10:30 p.m., and the following 
day at 1:00 a.m. You can also watch online at  
www.riderwoodtv.com any time you want starting 
on Monday afternoon. 

Jewish Community to 
host show about Purim

By Bill Harris, Jr. 
Dining Liaison, Resident Advisory Council

With the invasion of the coronavirus 
worldwide in early 2020, Riderwood, like many 
other places, had to adjust rapidly to this horrific 
and spreading virus. This meant drastic changes 
in our regular daily activities at Riderwood for 
both management and residents. Our usual dining 
routine was no exception. In mid-March 2020, 
we experienced our initial change to our daily 
dining routine. Under federal, state, and local 
health guidelines, management had to implement 
public space operating restrictions (e.g., capacity, 
social distance, face masks, hand sanitation, 
and the like). We were able to adapt to the rapid 
changes necessitated by the need to shelter in place 
and drastically restrict contact with staff, fellow 
residents, family, and friends. 

Because of the coronavirus, many changes 
had to be made and communicated on a continuing 
basis to residents of the options available for dining. 
We went through Riderwood “Phase 1” dining from 
mid-March 2020, which meant complete shelter 
in place with meals delivered to our apartments. 
Under the leadership of Jeff Kimbell, Director of 
Dining Services, and Executive Chef Chad Wisner, 
the Dining Services staff had to, on short notice, 
develop revised menus, prepare and deliver meals 
to the residents, which meant the preparation and 
delivery of over 2,100 daily meals. In September 
2020, we moved to “Phase 2” which allowed for 
some limited in-restaurant dining, based upon 
limited seating and reservations. For lunch, in-
restaurant dining services, without reservations, 
were available at Potomac Café, Wye Oak Bistro, 
and Blue Heron Pub. Throughout Phase 2, like 
in Phase 1, residents could continue to have their 
meals delivered daily to their apartments or go to 
designated dining venues, with reservations, to pick 
up their ordered “Signature Carryout” hot meal. 

Fast forward to January 2021, because of 
the uncontrolled surge in the coronavirus, state and 
local officials mandated that tighter restrictions be 
put in place, which meant, for us, another shut down 
of the restaurants. We are now in a modified Phase 
2, which in summary means temporary closing 
of all dine-in lunch and dinner services in all the 
dining restaurants. Currently, we have two dining 
options: first, staff delivery of the evening meals 
to our apartments; or, two, going to the designated 
restaurants and picking up the staff served buffet-
style carryout meals. 

We are all concerned and exhausted by 
the adjustments that we have had and continue to 
make in our normal daily activities because of this 
virus. I am confident that with the progress we have 
seen with the recent development and distribution 
of several effective coronavirus vaccines, together 
with the support, understanding, and patience of all 
of us at Riderwood, we will, hopefully, in the not 
too distance future, be able to break bread again, lift 
our glasses, engage in conversations and laughter 
around the table with our neighbors, family, and 
friends at Riderwood. AND say: “Do you remember 
when....” 

Change to deadline of newspaper 
submissions

Newspaper submissions are now due to 
RWVNewspaper@erickson.com by noon on the 
Wednesday prior to the issue’s Monday release.
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The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Would you like to also receive the Riderwood 
Reporter newspaper and the weekly Riderwood 

TV Guide in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign up to 
receive the digital edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)



Riderwood TV Live! on Channel 972
Monday, February 22 at 2:00 p.m. (*New*)

& Tuesday, February 23 at 2:00 p.m. 
(*Rebroadcast*)

Purim from a Distance: A Celebration of Culture 
by the Riderwood Jewish Community 

Learn about the history, music, foods, folly and 
fun of this minor Jewish holiday

-----------------------------
Wednesday, February 24 at 2:00 p.m.  

(*New & Live*)
Mid-Week Trivia with Chris Taydus

Play along on your phone, tablet, or computer, 
or just answer the questions for some fun.

-----------------------------
Thursday, February 25 at 2:00 p.m. 

  (*New & Live*)
& Friday, February 26 at 2:00 p.m. 

(*Rebroadcast*)
Celebrating Haitian History & Culture 

Franz Kenol will discuss Haiti and relate it to 
African Americans and United States history.

A Hollywood classic every night at 7:00 p.m.,  
directly to your living room on Channel 972!

---------------------------------------
Monday, February 22 - Double Trouble 

(1967, NR, 1h 31m)  
When singer Guy Lambert goes on tour in 

Europe, he is pursued by two beautiful women, 
bumbling jewel thieves, and a mysterious killer.

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, February 23 - The Invisibles

(2017, NR, 1h 50m) Trace the stories of four 
young  Jewish people who learned to hide in 
plain sight in Nazi Germany’s capital, Berlin. 
(This film is German language with English 

subtitles) (This film is part of the Foreign Film 
Forum. Check the article above for information 

on the discussion on Wednesday)
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, February 24 - The African 
Americans: Many Rivers To Cross - “Into the 

Fire (1861 - 1890)” (2013, TV-PG, 54m) 
Learn about the most tumultuous and 

consequential period in African-American 
history: the Civil War and the end of slavery. 

---------------------------------------
Thursday, February 25 - Planning Now  

for Life Ahead Presentation (*New & Live*) 
A presentation on how Riderwood departments 

work together to support survivors.  
(Sponsored by Resident Services)

---------------------------------------
Friday, February 26 - Wander (2020, R, 1h 34m) 
After getting hired to probe a suspicious death in 
the small town of Wander, a mentally unstable 

private investigator becomes convinced the case 
is linked to the same ‘conspiracy cover up’ that 

caused the death of his daughter.
---------------------------------------

Saturday, February 27 - Three Faces of Eve 
(1957, NR, 1h 31m) A doctor treats a woman 
suffering from Multiple Personality Disorder.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, February 28 - Beasts of the Southern 
Wild (2012, PG-13, 1h 33m) Faced with both 
her hot-tempered father’s fading health and 
melting ice-caps that flood her ramshackle 

bayou community and unleash ancient aurochs, 
six-year-old Hushpuppy must learn the ways of 

courage and love in search of her mother.

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.
---------------------------------------

Monday, February 22 (*Rebroadcast*)
The Not-So-Newlywed Game  

In honor of Valentine’s Day, three Riderwood 
couples (The Davids, the Hunters, and the 
Rhodes) face off to see who knows their 

sweetheart the best. 
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, February 23 (*New & Live*)  
and Wednesday, February 24 (*Rebroadcast*) 

Community COVID-19 Updates 
Riderwood staff members discuss campus 

operations and updates pertaining to COVID. 
(Also available live on www.riderwoodtv.com)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, February 25 (*Rebroadcast*) 

All About Intermissions 
Chris Taydus sits down with Rita Clarke, 
Intermission Coordinator, to discuss the 
reopening of the Intermissions program.

---------------------------------------
Friday, February 26 (*New & Live*), 

Saturday, February 27, and Sunday, February 28 
Community COVID-19 Updates 

Riderwood staff members discuss campus 
operations and updates pertaining to COVID.

(New on Friday, Rebroadcasts on the weekend) 
(Also available live on www.riderwoodtv.com)

Take a Minute
Every day on Channel 972 at 2:30 a.m.,  

8:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by a program to help you unwind and release the 

stress with beautiful imagery & calming music.
THIS WEEK’S SHOW: 

Take a Minute...in Denmark! (*New*)

 

Monday, February 22
Great Courses: “Great Utopian and Dystopian  

Works of Literature” Episode 9 & 10 
(Originally aired on February 15, 2021) 

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, February 23 

Arts Council of Riderwood presents 
Art Talks 2 (February 8, 2021)
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, February 24 
(There will be no 11:00 a.m. broadcast)

Life is Relationships: Making them, Keeping 
them, and Losing them (February 18, 2021)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, February 25

The Riderwood Jewish Community presents 
All About Purim (February 22, 2021)

 --------------------------------------- 
Friday, February 26 (*New*)

Constellations Concert Series presents
The Gift of Music Volume VII Virtual Concert

--------------------------------------- 
Saturday, February 27

The Gentlemen Songsters present 
Music with a Message (May 4, 2018)

 ---------------------------------------
Sunday, February 28 (*New*)

Church of Resurrection Sunday Mass

Special Programming on Channel 972
Every day at 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., 
10:30 p.m., and the following day at 1:00 a.m.
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By Amy Hahn
Lead Coordinator, Community Resources

Riderwood TV and Community Resources 
are returning with the Thursday Zoom Social Hours! 
Join us for fun talks, cultural experiences, games, 
and events! 

Each Thursday at 2:00 p.m., join us to see 
your friends and neighbors, learn something new, 
and have fun. You will get a chance to talk, laugh, 
and see faces you might not have seen in a while! 

For February, we’re partnering with the 
African American History Club to celebrate Black 
History Month with a series of presentations. This 
week Franz Kenol will discuss Haiti’s history and 
culture and relate it to African Americans and US 
history.

Franz Kenol, a Haitian, is the founder and 
president of Kenol Consulting LLC., a consulting 
firm that helps businesses, organizations, and 
individuals maximize their potential through 
personal consulting, marketing plan development, 
and graphic design. His real estate investment firm, 
M&K Propeties LLC, buys, sells, and rents real 

estate properties.
Join the discussion by using the link below 

or join the meetings with the meeting ID and 
password below. The link and information will also 
be available on MyErickson in the Activities and 
Resident Resources sections.

If you miss the live Zoom presentation on 
Thursday, the presentation will re-air on Friday at 
2:00 p.m only on Channel 972. Also, if you missed 
last week’s presentation by Maurice Carney about 
the Congo, that program will be rebroadcast on 
Channel 972 the week of March 1. Keep your eye 
on the TV Guide for that date and time.  

We can’t wait to have some fun socializing 
with you!

History & culture of Haiti in Virtual Social Hour

Join the Zoom Virtual Social Hours
Every Thursday at 2:00 p.m.  
https://bit.ly/rwvsocialhour
Meeting ID: 664 746 1839 

Password: 20904 
Dial in: +1 646 558 8656

By Nancy Pawliger
Chairperson, Foreign 
Film Committee

The Invisibles, 
is the third film in the 
Riderwood Foreign Film 
Forum. The German film 
tells the astonishing story 
of four German Jews 
in Berlin who tried to 
escape deportation to the 
concentration camps in 
World War II by hiding in plain sight.

The film will be shown Tuesday evening, 
February 23, at 7:00 p.m. on Channel 972 and will 
be followed by a discussion of the film the following 
morning, Wednesday, February 24, at 11:00 
a.m. on Channel 972 and Zoom. If you log onto  
http://bit.ly/2021rwvfilmfest you will learn how 
to find the film on Kanopy.com if you want to 
view it on your own, as well as background notes 
about the film, and things to look for while you 
watch the film written by discussion leader, Denise 
Cross. To join the discussion on Zoom go to  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82624129367.

Upcoming films in the Foreign Film Forum 
include A Matter of Size, Israel, Kanopy.com on 
March 3 and Yojimbo, Japan, Archive.org on March 
10. Each film will be followed by a discussion, 

If you have questions please call 
Nancy Pawliger, Chairperson, 301-960-9730,  
nancy.pawliger@gmail.com.

Next film in Foreign Film 
Forum is The Invisibles
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Mildred Cofield R1 2/11

Cleo Verbillis RC 2/12

Gloria Gershkoff VP 2/12

Ann K. Houghton OG 2/13

Eleanor Getter MG 2/15

With great sadness, we announce the passing of the following Riderwood residents:


