
In honor of Women’s History Month, we recognize 
The Women of Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging

“Some people come into your life as blessings. Some come in your life as lessons.” - Mother Theresa
We, the Women of D, I and B, have the privilege of being both to each other on our journey together.

(Main picture L to R) Resident Services Manager Ellen Lebedow, resident Sandy Morse, resident Barbara 
Baskerville, Resident Services Coordinator & Committee Co-Chair Amy Stewart. (Side pictures Top down) 
Communications and Customer Services Manager Jill Owens, resident Marcia Price, and Health Care 
Counselor Sharon Flowers-Williams. (Marcia Price photo by Reva Price. Other photos by Chris Taydus.)

By Don Simonds
Member, Riderwood Scholarship Committee

The isolation required by the coronavirus 
pandemic has provided ample time for thought, 
perhaps often idle and pleasant thoughts of days 
gone by, of time spent memorably with friends and 
loved ones.  At the same time, the events of the day 
have likely engendered disturbing thoughts of the 
many privations, needs, and challenges in the world, 
leading to your worriment about what can be done, 
especially by you as only one individual.

You might be surprised by the power of one.  
It’s only a matter of being stirred from thought to 
action.

Some people are simply innately altruistic, 
and seeing a need, turn their thoughts into action 
almost automatically. Others are brought to action 
being reminded by the call of the famous poet, John 
Donne: “[N]ever send to know for whom the bell 
tolls; it tolls for thee.”

There are yet some who are moved by the 
importance of so-called “eulogy virtues” or how 

one desires to be remembered.  As the writer, Mike 
Sturm, has described it, “A person’s character…
is…made up of moments.  How they acted at some 
moment, what they did for others at some moment, 
how they made others feel at some moment”.

And of course, there is always the puckish 
humor of Mark Twain, who advises us to “do the 
right thing.  It will gratify some people and astonish 
the rest.”

Regardless of the motivational force, 
the important thing is that the thought is turned 
into action, and perhaps the power of one is best 
described by Charles Dickens: “No one is useless in 
this world who lightens the burden of it for anyone 
else.”

We have 89 scholars who by themselves are 
bearing a considerable burden, determined to use 
their power of one to improve their lives.  Each of us 
can use our own power of one to give them a hand up, 
helping to lift the burden of an expensive education 
by making a contribution to the Scholarship Fund 
-- today.  They, the scholars, and we, the members of 
the Scholarship Committee, will be forever grateful.

Turning thoughts into actions through 
the Riderwood Scholarship Fund

By Linda Wanner
Chair, Resident Advisory Council

Despite COVID-19, the Resident 
Advisory Council (RAC) has been busy at work 
meeting without fail every two weeks by Zoom. 
Our meetings follow a regular pattern. The first 
half-hour, at least, is a conversation with the 
administration about any issues the Riderwood/
Erickson Living management or the RAC wants to 
raise. Management then leaves to allow the RAC 
to conduct its business, consisting of each RAC 
liaison providing updates on his/her particular 
standing committee’s activities. Then, we move 
into new business.

The new RAC (new and returning members) 
met for the first time on February 9. Following that 
first meeting, it discussed, amended, and approved 
a document outlining guidelines for the RAC 
Standing Committees. RAC’s Constitution and 
By-Laws provides for establishing eight Standing 
Committees and Ad Hoc committees as needed. 
The committees are Communication, Dining, 
Diversity and Inclusion and Sustainability, Finance, 
General Services, Health and Home Health, 
Philanthropy, and Resident Life. Each October, 
an Ad Hoc committee is formed and charged with 
complying with all steps required to have residents 
be nominated, campaign, and be elected for open 
positions on the RAC.

The document, just recently approved, 
states the purpose for the guidelines, namely, that it 
wants all of its Standing Committees to be organized 
based on the sound qualities of diversity, inclusion, 
transparency, and belonging. The document also 
provides a standard process for the committees to 
follow in their reporting to the RAC.

The guidelines ask that each committee 
establish By-Laws or a Memorandum of 
Understanding consistent with the guidelines. 
Each committee includes at least one RAC liaison 
appointed by the RAC Chair. The liaison acts as 
either the chair of the committee or, at least, a 
fully invested, voting member of the committee. 
The committee leadership should consist of a 
Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary. Their names and 
positions, along with the names and terms of the 
committee members, are to be submitted to the 
RAC for recordation. Hopefully, in the not-too-
distant future, those names will be published in My 
Erickson.

According to each committee’s By-
Laws, member terms will be two or three years 
in duration. The guidelines recommend that the 
terms be staggered, with one-half or one-third of 
the members rotating off the committee at a time. 
Members may serve a second term, but then they 
must leave the committee. Each committee should 
advertise open positions by posting vacancies on 
all the available venues: RACDOCs, Chatterwood, 
MyErickson, The Riderwood Reporter, Riderwood 
TV, and the bulletin boards. 

Other fine points are outlined in the 
document, to which all committee members 
will have access. The guiding principle behind 
the guidelines is to open membership on the 
committees to all residents. The RAC is committed 
to providing a means for Riderwood residents to 
communicate directly and easily with management 
and the RAC. To that end, the RAC encourages 
residents to serve the community by seeking to join 
a committee when a position opens.

Attention PGCC SAGE students! If 
you are currently registered for a course this 
spring, or took one in summer or fall 2020, the 
Continuing Education Committee needs your 
feedback as it considers whether we will be able 
to offer a unique set of Riderwood courses in 
the fall. 

• What was the best part of the entire 
PGCC SAGE course experience?

• What new course offering(s) would 
you enjoy?

• How would the format affect your 

decision to register (online only, hybrid, in-
person only)? (No decision on format has been 
made)

Answer these three questions for any 
individual courses:

• What aspect of the course needed 
improvement?

• Would you recommend the same 
course to another resident?

• Would you take a different course 
with the same instructor?

Send your feedback to Terry Dowd 
(dowdstd@hotmail.com).

Continuing Education seeks PGCC feedback
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The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Would you like to also receive the Riderwood 
Reporter newspaper and the weekly Riderwood 

TV Guide in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign up to 
receive the digital edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)



Riderwood TV Live! on Channel 972
Monday, March 29 at 2:00 p.m.  

& Tuesday, March 30 at 2:00 p.m. 
Irish Culture in the United States 

Dr. Elizabeth Stack, Executive Director of the 
Irish American Heritage Museum in Albany, NY, 
offers a deeper dive into Irish culture at home 

and how it developed in America.
-----------------------------

Wednesday, March 31 at 2:00 p.m. 
(*New & Live*)

Mid-Week Trivia with Chris Taydus
Play along on your phone, tablet, or computer, 

or just answer the questions for some fun.
-----------------------------

Thursday, April 1 at 2:00 p.m.(*New*)
Catholic Holy Thursday Service 

from the Resurrection Catholic Church
in Beltsville, MD.

-----------------------------
Friday, April 2 at 2:00 p.m. (*New*)

Catholic Good Friday Service 
from the Resurrection Catholic Church

in Beltsville, MD.

A Hollywood classic every night at 7:00 p.m.,  
directly to your living room on Channel 972!

---------------------------------------
Monday, March 29 - Crouching Tiger,  
Hidden Dragon (2000, PG-13, 2h 0m)  

A young Chinese warrior steals a sword from 
a famed swordsman and then escapes into a 

world of romantic adventure with a mysterious 
man in the frontier of the nation.

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, March 30 - Singin’ in the Rain 

 (1952, G, 1h 43m) (Take Twos-day)  
A silent film production company and cast make 

a difficult transition to sound.
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, March 31 - Sudani from Nigeria 
(2018, NR, 2h 3m) A story of an African football 
player and a local football club manager from 

Malappuram, Kerala. (This film is a Malayalam-
language film with English subtitles) 

(Presented by the Foreign Film Committee) 
(Check out the article above for information on 

the post-film discussion) 
---------------------------------------

Thursday, April 1 - RV (2006, PG, 1h 39m) 
Bob Munro and his dysfunctional family rent 
an RV for a road trip to the Colorado Rockies, 
where they ultimately have to contend with a 

bizarre community of campers.
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 2 - Blackbird (2019, R, 1h 37m) 
A terminally ill mother arranges to bring her 

family together one last time before she dies. A 
remake of the 2014 Danish film ‘Silent Heart’.

(Rated R for language, some drug use  
and brief sexual material)

---------------------------------------
Saturday, April 3 - Star Trek 

 (2009, PG-13, 2h 7m)  
In this reboot, James T. Kirk tries to live up to 

his father’s legacy as a vengeful enemy creates 
black holes to destroy the Federation.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, April 4 - Easter Parade  

(1948, NR, 1h 43m) A nightclub performer hires 
a naive chorus girl to become his new dance 

partner to make his former partner jealous and 
to prove he can make any partner a star.

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.
Monday, March 29 (*New*)

Student Scholar Campaign Check-In
RWTV Host Levern Allen talks to student  
scholar Rodney Mitchell about how the 

scholarship impacts him and his future plans.
Also, Chris Taydus gets the latest donation 

numbers from Philanthropy’s  
Maria Aghguiguian.

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, March 30 (*New*)  

and Wednesday, March 31 (*Rebroadcast*) 
Riderwood Administrative Updates 

Executive Director Gary Hibbs welcomes 
guests from inside and outside Riderwood to 

share news, updates, and insights.   
(Also available live on www.riderwoodtv.com)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, April 1 (*New*) 

General Services Update Show 
Director Jason Spivey welcomes Facilities 

Manager Andrew Janosko and Housekeeping 
Manager Karen Smith to discuss updates from 

security, transportation, and housekeeping. 
---------------------------------------

Friday, April 2 (*New & Live*), 
Saturday, April 3, and Sunday, April 4 
Riderwood Administrative Updates 

Executive Director Gary Hibbs welcomes 
guests from inside and outside Riderwood to 

share news, updates, and insights.   
(New on Friday, Rebroadcasts on the weekend) 
(Also available live on www.riderwoodtv.com)

Take a Minute
Every day on Channel 972 at 2:30 a.m.,  

8:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.
Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by a program to help you unwind and release the 

stress with beautiful imagery & calming music.
THIS WEEK’S SHOW: 

Take a Minute...in Iceland

 

Monday, March 29
Riderwood TV presents

Historic Maryland: Greenbelt (2019) 
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, March 30 
Bel Cantanti presents Donizetti’s

Lucia de Lammermoor, Part 2 (May 2, 2018)
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, March 31 
Women & Heart Disease: A Historical Perspective 

with Dr. Lynne Diggs (February 21, 2020)
---------------------------------------

Thursday, April 1
(There will be no 11:00 AM broadcast)

Riderwood Actors Studio presents 
Spring Fling (April 26, 2018)

 --------------------------------------- 
Friday, April 2 (*New*)

The Friday Morning Music Club 
Virtual Concert #23 (March 5, 2021)

--------------------------------------- 
Saturday, April 3

Spring Concert 2019 
with The Riderwood GraceNotes (May 17, 2019)

 ---------------------------------------
Sunday, April 4 (*New*)

Church of Resurrection Easter Sunday Mass

Special Programming on Channel 972
Every day at 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., 
10:30 p.m., and the following day at 1:00 a.m.

TV Guide     March 29 - April 4

By Lew Rhodes
Member, Foreign Film Committee

The Foreign Film Committee is delighted to 
let you know that although its Foreign Film Forum 
has ended, you will have the opportunity to see 
another film this Wednesday evening, March 31, at 
7:00 p.m. on Channel 972. Then you will be able 
to participate in a lively discussion the following 
morning, Thursday, April 1, at 11:00 a.m., on Zoom 
and Channel 972. The film – Sudani from Nigeria 
(India, 2018) –  is “typical” of Indian movies in 
some ways – the importance of family relationships, 
the use of music to tell the story – but it is not the 
stereotypical “Bollywood” production.

Riderwood resident, Jo Paoletti, will 
facilitate the discussion the following day. A retired 

professor whose research focused on the history of 
everyday American clothing, Jo started watching 
Indian films in 2015 to escape politics and has 
watched hundreds of Indian movies since then. 
After moving to Riderwood in March, she entered 
Riderwood’s virtual world as an apprentice Zoom 
Wizard.

If you log onto http://bit.ly/2021rwvfilmfest, 
you will be able to access advance film notes and 
things to look for while watching the film. These 
notes are written by the discussion leader Jo Paoletti.  
To join the discussion on Zoom on April 1 at 11:00 
a.m., go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88493356875.

We are looking forward to resuming a 
regular schedule for presenting foreign films. These 
films will be shown on Channel 972 on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. and will be 
followed by a discussion periodically.

If you have any questions or would 
like to share your opinions or requests about 
the films/discussions, please contact Nancy 
Pawliger, Foreign Film Committee Chairperson, at  
nancy.pawliger@gmail.com.

Foreign Film to screen Sudani from Nigeria on Riderwood TV

By Mary Clarke
Resident Writer

All are invited to 
a screening of the feature 
length film Son of God on the 
Monday of Holy Week, March 
19, in the Encore Theater at 
1:00 p.m.  Masks and social 
distancing will be observed, 
but it is a big room with space 

for a lot of us.
The movie, released for commercial movie 

theaters, is a very moving portrayal of the life of 
Jesus the Christ from his birth to post-Resurrection 
encounters with Peter and the disciples.

It was intended for and appeals to general 
audiences, not just religious groups. The portion of 
the movie which portrays Christ’s Passion is very 
relevant as many of us observe Holy Week. It is a 
gripping film and we can see a little of why Jesus 
had such an effect on his original followers.

Join the Catholic Community in celebrating 
Holy Week with Son of God film screening
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Roberta Levine OG 3/17

Kathryn Rosenberg PV 3/21

Nancy Koletar RC 3/22

Ronald Gunton HG 3/22

Carson N. Smith CT 3/22

Jeanette F. Vannoy OG 3/23

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:


