
By Judy Felsenfeld
Coordinator, Volunteer Programs

Our Resident Life Team will be hosting a 
Volunteer Appreciation Program on June 8. As most 
of you know, traditionally, we have two events in 
April, with about 250 volunteers attending each 
session. There are a total of approximately 900 
dedicated resident volunteers here at Riderwood. 
While we are unable to host this event in person  due 
to COVID-19, we will instead present a program on 
Riderwood TV Channel 972 on Tuesday, June 8 
at 7:00 p.m. This program will allows staff to say 
thank you to all the Riderwood residents for their 
volunteer efforts during 2020. 

The program theme is “Thank You for 
Being a Friend!” as June 8 is National Friends 
Day and the perfect time to say thank you to our 
volunteers. Why? Because the friendship theme 
always resonates throughout our Riderwood 
community. Riderwood residents continuously add 
to the volunteer and compassionate spirit that is 
always present in our Riderwood community during 

good times and challenging ones. 
Although it is impossible to capture all of 

them, we would like to recognize some of the acts 
of kindness shown during 2020. We hope you can 
join us to honor and celebrate you, your volunteer 
efforts, and continuous acts of kindness. 

Annual volunteer appreciation to 
air on Riderwood TV on June 8

Resident Kathryn Schafer poses with the Elvises 
(L to R - Greg Hallen, Gladstone James, Gary Hibbs, 
Jeff Kimbell, and Jason Spivey) at the 2019 Volunteer 
Appreciation Luncheon. (Photo by Chris Taydus)

The next issue of the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper will be published on Monday, June 7, 2021.  
The deadline for submissions is Wednesday, June 2 at 12:00 p.m.

Please send submissions to RWVNewspaper@erickson.com. 

• Due to additional time needed for the annual  
Board of Directors Town Hall Meeting, there 
will be no Special Programming on Channel 
972 on Tuesday or Wednesday. Also, the weekly 
mid-week trivia will begin on Wednesday at 
2:30 p.m. (instead of the usual 2:00 p.m.).

• The Riderwood Bocce Club is looking for new 
members. The group meets at the Bocce Court 
between Arbor Ridge & the Tennis Courts each 
day Tuesday-Friday 9:00 a.m. till 11:00 a.m. 
(some days till noon). Great for seniors as it’s 
simple to learn with little to no strain.

• Do you enjoy Opera? Get on the opera mailing 
list to know what’s going on with the various 
opera offerings at Riderwood. Send your 
name, cubby address, and phone number to  
paulacook20904@yahoo.com or leave a note in 
cubby KC211 in Montgomery Station.

• You can also get on the mailing list for 
ballet offerings at Riderwood by sending your 
name, cubby address, and phone number to  
paulacook20904@yahoo.com or leaving a note 
in cubby KC211 in Montgomery Station.

By Ellen Ollendorf
Resident Member, PRiderwood

This June marks the 51st anniversary 
of the annual LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Questioning or Queer and others) 
Pride traditions (known as Gay Pride, LGBT Pride, 
LGBTQ Pride, or Pride).

Each year, the world celebrates these 
events to honor the 1969 uprising, which occurred 
after police raided the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in 
Greenwich Village, on June 28, 1969. The 1970 U.S. 
Gay Pride March and Parade was planned to give 
the community a chance to gather together to “…
commemorate the Christopher Street uprisings…
to demonstrate against centuries of abuse…from 
government hostility to employment and housing 
discrimination, Mafia control of Gay bars, and anti-
Homosexual laws.”  

Although much work is still needed, 
LGBTQ+ rights and progress have come a long 
way from that start to the 2015 Supreme Court 
ruling that pronounced the legality of same-sex 

marriages.  There are also key Government officials 
such as United States Secretary of Transportation 
Pete Buttigieg, who is gay, and Rachel Levine, the 
Assistant Secretary for Health in the Department of 
Health and Human Services, who is transgender.

The Riderwood Diversity, Inclusion, 
and Belonging Committee (DIB) formed the 
LGBTQ+ & Allies Subcommittee, now referred to 
as PRiderwood, in response to Erickson Living’s 
partnership with SAGE’s (Services and Advocacy 
for GLBT Elders) SAGECare Program and an 
existing interest of Riderwood staff in exploring 
ways to address and meet the needs of the LBGTQ+ 
community at Riderwood. 

This newly-formed group includes 
residents and employees who are family members 
of LGBTQ+ persons, members who identify as part 
of the LGBTQ+ community, and other residents and 
employees who support the group’s initiatives. The 
mission of PRiderwood is to provide a safe space 
to explore and address the needs of Riderwood’s 
LGBTQ+ residents and staff and to be a resource for 
friends and family members who may wish to learn 

more about our community as a whole.
In its honor of LGBT Pride month, 

PRiderwood is planning a variety of events:  
Information kiosks in the five Riderwood clubhouses 
to learn more about PRiderwood and obtain 
literature and contact information about several 
supporting organizations, such as SAGE (Services 
and Advocacy for GLBT Elders, PFLAG (Parents, 
Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) 
and GLAAD (Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation).  LGBTQ+ themed films will be 
shown during June. The movies will be screened on 
Riderwood TV Channel 972 at 7:00 p.m., primarily 
on Mondays and Tuesdays (check the weekly TV 
Guide for the dates and film descriptions). The first 
movie showing is Stonewall Uprising on June 1 
at 7:00 p.m.  A Pride parade is also being planned 
for June 25, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Look for more 
information on these activities on the bulletin boards 
and myerickson.erickson.com. 

PRiderwood is also introducing its Safe 
Space initiative, which encourages residents and 
staff to display an LGBTQ+ symbol (as seen below) 
on their door to show support and offer a safe space 
to discuss related topics openly.

The PRiderwood subcommittee looks 
forward to celebrating and honoring Pride month 
with everyone! For any general questions, feel free 
to reach out to the PRiderwood co-chair, Brian Koen, 
at brian.koen@erickson.com or 301-572-8341.

Riderwood to celebrate LGBTQ+ Pride in June

PRiderwood (the LGBTQ+ Subcommittee of the Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging Committee) was 
represented in the 2020 Riderwood Memorial Day Parade around the campus. (Photo by Chris Taydus)

May 31, 2021 Volume 14, Issue 21 RiderwoodTV.com

The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Would you like to also receive the Riderwood 
Reporter newspaper and the weekly Riderwood 

TV Guide in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign up to 
receive the digital edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)



Mid-Week Trivia with Riderwood TV
Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. 

on Riderwood TV Channel 972
Due to the Board of Directors Town Hall,  

Trivia will start at 2:30 p.m. instead of  
the usual 2:00 p.m.

A Hollywood classic every night at 7:00 p.m.,  
directly to your living room on Channel 972!

---------------------------------------
Monday, May 31

Memorial Day (2012, R, 1h 44m) 
In 1993, veteran Bud shares stories of his 

military past with his grandson Kyle. We then 
see flashbacks from Bud’s military service and 
also jump ahead to see Kyle’s military future.

(Rated R for some war violence)
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, June 1 
(Celebrate LGBTQ+ Pride Month)

Stonewall Uprising (2010, NR, 1h 20m)  
This documentary tells the story of the massive 

police raid of Stonewall in June 1969.
(Sponsored by PRiderwood, LGBTQ+ Subcommittee)

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, June 2 & Thursday, June 3

Paper Moon (1973, PG, 1h 42m)  
During the Great Depression, a con man and a 

young girl (who may or may not be his daughter) 
forge an unlikely partnership. 
---------------------------------------
Friday, June 4 (*New & Live*)

Take the Reins: Chamber Orchestra Concert 
 with the National Orchestral Institute

NOI fellows take the reins as they perform 
without a conductor and lead each other in 

chamber orchestra repertoire by Mozart,  
Haydn, Grant Still and Korngold.

---------------------------------------
Saturday, June 5

Hunt for the Wilderpeople 
(2016, PG-13, 1h 41m) A national manhunt is 

ordered for a rebellious kid and his foster uncle 
who go missing in the wild New Zealand bush.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, June 6

(African American Music Appreciation Month)
Get On Up  (2014, PG-13, 2h 19m) 

A chronicle of James Brown’s rise from  
extreme poverty to become one of  

the most influential musicians in history.
(Presented by the African American History Club)

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.
Monday, May 31 (*Rebroadcast*)

Memorial Day Remembrance
Presented by the Veterans Legacy Group 
From May 28, 2021, join the Riderwood 

Veterans Legacy Group as they pay tribute 
to the men and women of the armed forces  

who died in the line of duty.
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, June 1 (*New*)  
and Wednesday, June 2 (*Rebroadcast*)

The Annual Board of Directors 
Town Hall Meeting

Executive Director Gary Hibbs is joined by 
Finance Director Remi Ackerman and Board 

member Eileen Erstadt. 
---------------------------------------

Thursday, June 3 (*Rebroadcast*)
Spirituality and Aging: A Panel Discussion

Pastoral Ministries hosts this panel to discuss 
how various religions address aging. 

Featuring representatives from Resident 
Services, Arbor Ridge, the Catholic church, 
the Circle Fellowship Church, the Unitarian 

Universalists, and grief counseling
---------------------------------------

Friday, June 4 (*Rebroadcast*) 
The Travel Corner with Tina Moskunas

Tina Moskunas of Golden Travel Services 
welcomes Laura Schwerzler from Royal 

Caribbean cruises in studio and Natalie Allaby 
from Port Saint John, Canada live via Zoom

to talk about upcoming trips. 
Originally broadcast May 16, 2021 

---------------------------------------
Saturday, June 5 & Sunday, June 6 

Memorial Day Remembrance
Presented by the Veterans Legacy Group 

A rebroadcast of the May 28 event. 

Take a Minute
Every day at 2:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
beautiful location imagery & calming music.

THIS WEEK’S SHOW: Washington, D.C.

 

Monday, May 31
The Riderwood Gentlemen Songsters present 
Songs of the Road and Sea (January 21, 2020)

The men’s choral group performs in the 
Riderwood Chapel with Director Katy Hylton.

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, June 1 & Wednesday, June 2

Note: There will be no Special Programming on  
Tuesday or Wednesday to accommodate the 
Annual Board of Directors Town Hall Meeting

---------------------------------------
Thursday, June 3 (*New*)

The Maryland Center for History & Culture 
presents “Maryland Day Celebration” 

(March 25, 2021)
Celebrate Maryland Day with MCHC by testing 
your knowledge of how the last 400 years have  

shaped Maryland and its people.
 --------------------------------------- 

Friday, June 4 (*New*)
The Performing Arts Council presents

The Starvation Army Band (May 21, 2021)
Enjoy this collection of some of your favorite 

Dixieland jazz, Klezmer, and swing tunes in the 
first concert in the Encore Theater in over a year.

--------------------------------------- 
Saturday, June 5

The Riderwood Health Forum: Taking Control of 
Your Bladder Issues (January 18, 2019)

Dr. Kathleen Sterling discusses how those 
experiencing bladder issues can take control of the 

problem, and the various treatments available.
---------------------------------------

Sunday, June 6 (*New*)
Catholic Sunday Mass

Presented by the Church of Resurrection 
in Burtonsville, MD.

Special Programming on Channel 972
At 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 

10:30 p.m., & the next day at 1:00 a.m.

TV Guide         May 31 - June 6

By John Mitchell
President, Performing Arts Council

Jeff Harnar, award winning Broadway 
Cabaret singing star and Alex Rybeck, pianist, 
director, arranger, and composer, are back together 
again at Riderwood in concert on Friday, June 18, 
2021, in the Encore Theater.  Doors open at 7:00 
p.m. and the concert starts at 7:30 p.m.

Jeff Harnar is the winner of every possible 
cabaret award.  He starred in Carnegie Hall 
centennial galas for both Noel Coward and Cole 
Porter.  He has performed in many major New York 
venues including Feinstein’s, Birdland, the Russian 
Tea Room, and the famed Algonquin Oak Room.  
Harnar is a three-time winner of the Broadway 
World Best Male Cabaret Vocalist Award.

Alex Rybeck is a pianist, composer, 

arranger, and musical director, known for his work 
on Broadway, in concerts and cabarets, and on 
recordings.  He has brought a cavalcade of Broadway 
and New York cabaret stars to Riderwood’s Encore 
Theater for the past 15 years.

He has been “the guy at the piano” on 
Broadway, at Carnegie Hall, Jazz at Lincoln Center, 
The Kennedy Center, and theaters and clubs around 
the world.  He has directed and accompanied 
Broadway stars Michael Feinstein, Eartha Kitt, 
Tommy Tune, Roberta Peters, Kitty Carlisle plus 
many, many more.  

Make sure you get your tickets early for this 
extremely popular show.  This is sure to be a sellout 
performance.

$10.00 tickets will be on sale from 4:30 
p.m. till 6:00 p.m., Monday June 14 and Tuesday, 
June 15 in all dining room lobbies.

Jeff Harnar & Alex Rybeck return 
to Riderwood courtesy of the PAC
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Ann Evans CC 5/20

Dana Gunnison OG 5/24

Chong Hung Zee CT 5/25

Elizabeth M. Shimek OP 5/26

Margaret M. Cullins ET 5/27

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:


