
By the Riderwood Reporter Staff

On June 5, 2021 
Riderwood resident, 
William E. “Ed” 
Wachtman, was awarded 
the highest honor a 
member of the Loyal 
Order of the Moose can 
receive. He received the 
Pilgrim Degree of Merit 
which comes as a reward 
for extraordinary service 
to the Order.

Ed was in a class 
of 111 recipients out of one million members in 
the U.S. and Canada. Ed spent 40 years in service 
to many Moose activities and held many different 
offices including being Administrator of two 
different lodges.

The organization boasts an impressive 
membership including car maker Henry Ford, 
Astronaut Virgil “Gus” Grissom, boxer Rocky 
Marciano, Oscar-winning actor Ernest Borgnine, 
and former US Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl 
Warren. Warren was also a recipient of the Pilgrim 
Degree of Merit. 

Besides the Loyal Order of the Moose, Ed is 
also very active in several clubs here at Riderwood 
including serving as President of our local Lion’s 
Club. Congratulations to Ed on this achievement.

Resident receives 
highest honor from 
fraternal organization

July 26, 2021 Volume 14, Issue 28 RiderwoodTV.com

The RiderwoodReporter
A collaborative publication by the
residents and staff of Riderwood

Would you like to also receive  
the Riderwood Reporter newspaper  

and the Riderwood TV Guide in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign up to 
receive the digital edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

The Intermissions program (affectionately 
known as Camp Rita) has had its home in a converted 
two-bedroom apartment in Victoria Place for the 
past eight years. Intermissions is a structured day 
program using social experiences and fun programs 
to provide memory support for individuals with 
mild to moderate memory loss. 

The program is organized to enhance 
cognition, socialization, and engagement with life 
through discussion groups, arts and crafts, sports 
(Wii Bowling and Volleyball), brain-enhancing 
games, music, and exercise. Intermissions provides 
respite services to family members and caregivers as 
a means of positive support.

Rita Clarke, who has directed the program 
since its inception, had previously worked at the 
Holy Cross Medical Adult Day Care Center. She is a 
native of the DC area, and she and her husband have 
a blended family of 5 children.

Rita is a former music teacher and continues 
to work with her husband in a band that performs 
“Americana music,” featuring music with its roots 
in New Orleans. Rita plays the guitar and sings with 
participants using music as one form of meaningful, 
creative, and person-centered experience promoting 
enjoyment and independence within a safe and 
familiar social environment. 

Rita comments that participants in the 
program often bond and exchange phone numbers 

and sometimes meet for dinner with their spouses. 
Intermissions often fills the needs of the spouses, 
who may form an informal support group with other 
caregivers. 

The Intermissions program is open Monday 
through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. There 
is a capacity for up to 11 participants with two staff 
members. Currently, Judy Felsenfeld, Volunteer 
Coordinator at Riderwood, is temporarily filling the 
role of associate. Fireside Dining Room provides 
lunch to each participant.

You may contact Rita at 301-572-8313 
or email Rita.Clarke@erickson.com for more 
information about this valuable program that 
provides purpose, engagement, and improved self-
esteem to everyone connected to it.

Intermissions supplies support to 
Riderwood residents and caregivers

By Bill Flank
Co-Chair, Sustainability Committee

How much do we recycle at Riderwood?
To give you an idea, the data reported below 

represent our annual totals for 2020.  While it was 
a non-typical year because of COVID-19, you can 
see that we are talking about substantial quantities 
of materials in various categories.  

Nationally, Americans recycle about 70% 
of the paper we use, but it still represents over 

25% of our trash.  We produce over 35 million tons 
of plastics a year, and only about 9% is recycled.  
Plastics represent over 13% of our waste stream, 
and are largely made from unsustainable fossil 
petroleum.

If we did an even better job as residents in 
following the guidelines that were distributed earlier 
this year and (hopefully) magnetically posted on our 
refrigerators, those numbers below, especially those 
first few data categories, would be even larger and 
we could be even prouder.

Let’s make the effort to contribute to a more 
sustainable environment by using our blue bins 
and bags carefully for the twice-a-week recycling 
collections, keeping what we put out both clean and 
dry, as well as well-chosen and well-sorted.  It’s our 
planet, and it’s our responsibility.

[Not included in this report: Items donated to 
ReStore, The Loading Dock, Wheels for the World, 
Universal Appliance Recycling; and items normally 
recycled but not possible due to COVID-19]

Report reflects on Riderwood recycling efforts in 2020

Rita Clarke, Coordinator for the Intermissions 
program, poses in front of a display about the 
program at the 2019 Health Fair. (Photo by Chris 
Taydus)



Mid-Week Trivia with Riderwood TV
Wednesdays at 2:00 PM on Channel 972

Grab your computer, tablet, or smartphone and 
join the Riderwood TV team as they bring you a 
weekly live trivia game to test your knowledge 

in a variety of categories and topics.

A Hollywood classic every night at 7:00 p.m.,  
directly to your living room on Channel 972!

---------------------------------------
Monday, July 26 & Tuesday, July 27

A Dog’s Way Home (2019, PG, 1h 36m) 
A dog travels four hundred miles in search of 
her owner throughout a Colorado wilderness.

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, July 28 (Foreign Film Presentation) 

After the Wedding (2006, R, 2h 0m) 
To save the failing orphanage he runs in India, 

Danish ex-pat Jacob Petersen returns to his 
homeland to meet a self-indulgent businessman 

who’s offered him a generous donation -- and 
who represents everything the noble-minded 
Jacob abhors. Named a top film of the year; it 

was nominated for Best Foreign Language Film.
(Sponsored by the Foreign Film Committee)

(Danish, Swedish, and Hindi language film with 
English subtitles)

---------------------------------------
Thursday, July 29

Hook (1991, PG, 2h 22m) 
When Captain Hook kidnaps his children, adult 

Peter Pan must return to Neverland and reclaim 
his youthful spirit to challenge his old enemy.

--------------------------------------- 
Friday, July 30 & Saturday, July 31

Ricki and the Flash (2015, PG-13, 1h 41m) 
A musician who gave up everything for her 

dream of rock-and-roll stardom returns home, 
looking to make things right with her family.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, August 1

The Sound of Music (1965, G, 2h 52m)
This classic musical tells the story of a woman 
who leaves an Austrian convent to become a 

governess to a Naval officer widower’s children.

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.
Monday, July 26 (*New & Live*)

Arbor Ridge Updates  
Chris Taydus talks to Continuing Care 

Administration Lori Hamilton and Health Care 
Counselor Sharon Flowers-Williams about news 

and updates from Arbor Ridge. 
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, July 27 (*New & Live*)  
and Wednesday, July 28 (*Rebroadcast*)

Riderwood Administrative Updates 
Gary Hibbs is joined by resident Bob Boger, 

Regional IT Manager Brian Gentile, and 
Riderwood’s new IT Site Manager Steven 

Johnson to discuss the state of technology at 
Riderwood. 

 (Also available live on www.riderwoodtv.com) 
---------------------------------------

Thursday, July 29 (*New*)
Local Trips Spotlight  

Transportation Supervisor Rick Salamy and 
Resident Elaine Hauptman discuss upcoming 

local trips organized by Riderwood.
---------------------------------------

Friday, July 30 (*New*) 
Meet the Author - “It Began in Brooklyn”
Chris Taydus talks to author Vito Altavilla  

about his book that documents his life 
growing up in Brooklyn, New York. 

---------------------------------------
Saturday, July 31 

Local Trips Spotlights
A replay of the morning show from Thursday. 

---------------------------------------
Sunday, August 1 

Meet the Author - “It Began in Brooklyn” 
A replay of the morning show from Friday.

(Note: There will not be a 9:30 PM screening of 
this program on Sunday.)

Take a Minute 
...with the art of Salvador Dali (*New*)

Every day at 2:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by beautiful artwork & calming music.

 

Monday, July 26
Bella Vocci: Songs for My Wife 

(November 15, 2017) 
Talented opera singers perform for the residents 

in the Riderwood Chapel.
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, July 27
Expert-Led Talk: Baseball & Baseball Cards

with Gary Hibbs (July 8, 2020) 
The Riderwood Executive Director shares his 
love of baseball and classic baseball cards.

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, July 28

The Performing Arts Council presents
Simple Gifts (September 21, 2018)

Linda Littleton and Karen Hirshon perform Irish, 
Appalachian, Klezmer, Scottish, and folk music

---------------------------------------
Thursday, July 29

Long Term Care Insurance Presentation 
(November 10, 2020)

Learn how to uncover the best possible plans to 
protect your family, income, and future.

 --------------------------------------- 
Friday, July 30 (*New*)

The Performing Arts Council presents
Bi-Coastal Brass (July 16, 2021)

Led by director Wes Bullock, this musical 
ensemble takes the audience through an 
abbreviated history of American music.

--------------------------------------- 
Saturday, July 31 

The Laurel Playhouse presents
“HMS Pinafore” - Act 2 (June 7, 2017)

Presented by the Performing Arts Council,  
enjoy Gilbert and Sullivan’s satirical look into 

love, England, and the British Navy of the 1800s.
---------------------------------------

Sunday, August 1 (*New*)
Catholic Sunday Mass

Presented by the Church of Resurrection 
in Burtonsville, MD.

Special Programming on Channel 972
At 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 

10:30 p.m., & the next day at 1:00 a.m.

TV Guide     July 26 - August 1

• The Parkinson’s disease support group will be  
holding a meeting on Monday, July 26 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Village Square Classroom. The group 
will be screening a presentation on integration 
of all factors that impact Parkinson’s sufferers 
and the disease itself followed by discussion.
• Saturday Night at the Movies will be showing 
the 2020 family comedy The War with Grandpa 
(Rated PG; 1h 34m) on Saturday, July 31 at 
7:00 p.m., in Encore Theater. The film centers 
on Peter who decides to declare war on his 
grandfather in an attempt to get back his room.

Donate to Riderwood Charities 
Directly From Your IRA

To make a qualified charitable distribution ask your IRA custodian 
to make a gift directly to the Benevolent Care and/ or Scholarship 

Fund.  Please consult with your own financial advisor to see how a 
qualified charitable distribution from your IRA can benefit you.  You 
will need to give your IRA administrator the following information:

Organization Name: Riderwood Village, Inc.

Fund Designation: Benevolent Care Fund or Scholarship Fund
***If doing both funds, please have separate checks sent for 

each.***

Address: 3110 Gracefield Road, Silver Spring MD, 20904
EIN (tax ID): 52-2126753

For more information, please contact Fiona Divecha
in the Philanthropy department 

at 301-572-8396 or fiona.divecha@erickson.com.

You are making a difference in the lives of staff 
and residents in our community.

Thanks so much!
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Herb Weinberg 
(CL) 7/8 --

Charles & Carolyn 
Herbert (OP) 7/12 Berlin, MD

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Gloria C. Smale KC 7/17
Carol A. Colloton OP 7/22

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:


