
Editor’s note: Due to some errors with 
the original printing of this article, the Riderwood 
Reporter has chosen to republish it. We apologize 
to the JAM Committee and the artists involved with 
this concert for the mistakes. 

By Leah Woodson
Member, Just All Music Committee

Just All Music (JAM) is pleased to bring to 
Riderwood two of the most highly acclaimed music 
artists in the Washington D.C. area. Pianist and 
Maestro Dr. Thomas Dixon Tyler and Pipe Organ 
Master Everett P. Williams will bring an evening of 
euphonious music to the Riderwood community. On 
Sunday, these two men orchestrate the best music 
in the city. These two friends and exceptional artists 
will play solos and duets on the piano and organ 
in this concert. Dr. Tyler and Everett Williams’s 
passion for music is demonstrated with an eclectic 
selection of pieces, both sacred and secular.

Maestro Dr. Thomas Dixon Tyler, a graduate 
of Bridgewater College, American University, and 
the Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies, 
will play the piano. He possesses over 30 years of 
experience as a Worship and Ministry Developer, 
including serving as Director of Music Ministries 
at the illustrious Metropolitan Baptist Church of 
Washington, D.C., for 26 years. While there, he 
managed an extensive music program that consisted 
of seven choirs, an orchestra, and staff musicians. 
Today, Dr. Tyler serves as Consultant and Special 

Assistant for Worship and Music of the historic Shiloh 
Baptist Church of Washington, DC. In this capacity, 
he guides the total music program and is Director 
of the Senior Choir. In 2016, Dr. Tyler created the 
prelude performance for the historic opening of the 
Smithsonian National Museum of African American 
History and Culture. In education, Dr. Tyler has 
been the Choral Director at the prestigious Duke 
Ellington School of the Arts and Calvin Coolidge 
High School in Washington, D. C. 

Everett P. Williams grew up in Oakland, 
CA as the son of an African Methodist Episcopal 
Minister. He went to church every Sunday, and 
he loved hearing music on piano and pipe organ. 
So, starting piano lessons at five years of age was 
reasonable for someone with a great interest in 
music. By age eleven, Everett began to play the organ 
and direct the Church Choir. He earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in Piano Performance and a master’s degree 
in Music Education from Oberlin Conservatory of 
Music. Everett moved to the DMV in 1981, where 
he taught in the Montgomery County School System 
and worked at Shiloh Baptist Church, Washington, 
D.C. He left Shiloh after 20 years and moved to 
Hartford Baptist Church in Detroit, Michigan. In 
2005, Everett returned to Washington to become the 
organist at Asbury United Methodist Church. 

This performance will be in the Chapel at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday, October 22. Tickets will be on 
sale for $10.00 in all clubhouses, October 18 and 
19 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tickets will also be 
available at the door on the performance night.

Just All Music welcomes two masters of the musical arts

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

The Staff Appreciation Fund is a yearly 
opportunity for residents to show their gratitude to 
the 1257 hourly employees that have “gone the extra 
mile” as they provide for our safety and security.

COVID-19 brought our lives to a standstill, 
causing job descriptions to go out the window as 
employees stepped up to fill the residents’ needs. 
Our safety and comfort became their priorities in 
those unique times and still are to this day.

The staff cannot accept gifts or tips, so the 
Staff Appreciation Fund is our way to thank these 
hourly employees who “went the extra mile.”

Hourly staff members are found in a variety 
of departments. In Dining Services, the hourly staff 
is responsible for cooking, serving food, cleaning up 

when the meal is done, and stocking our stores with 
the essentials we need. 

As part of the General Services team, 
housekeepers clean the apartments and public areas 
of the campus while the Grounds Department keeps 
the exterior part of the campus looking great. The 
security team stands watch at the gatehouses and 
answer the call in an emergency or urgent matter. 
General Services is also home to our communications 
specialists, who help however they can, and the 
Maintenance and Engineering teams work to keep 
Riderwood equipment and machinery running 
smoothly.   

In Resident Life, the hourly staff keeps us 
fit and healthy in the Wellness Center and keeps us 
engaged by helping to facilitate our groups, clubs, 
and many events across campus. They provide 
information and entertainment through our TV 

station and the Riderwood Reporter Newspaper and 
spiritual support through the Pastoral Ministries 
department. They also care for our loved ones with 
cognitive concerns in Intermissions and deliver 
home care when we need it most.

The Medical Center’s hourly staff help to 
keep us healthy and care for us when we’re sick. The 
Continuing Care team at Arbor Ridge and Orchard 
Point provides a consistently exceptional brand of 
an even higher level of care. There are ever more 
jobs that we didn’t even mention. 

There are particular reasons why this gift 
should be the especially great as we slowly emerge 
from the pandemic and reward the staff for their 
service.

Sylvia Reed (Hampton Square) sums it up 
well as she says, “The staff know our names, and we 
know theirs. That is what makes Riderwood home”.

Let us show our gratitude to our dedicated 
employees as we raise a goal of $397,000 before the 
deadline on November 12.

There are two ways to give to the Staff 
Appreciation Fund: 

Check or Cash: Make the check payable 
to “Riderwood” and write “Staff Appreciation 
Fund” on the memo line. Place the envelope in the 
Philanthropy slot at any of the front desks.

One-time Charge: You can contribute to 
the Staff Appreciation Fund with a one-time charge 
to your resident bill. Please call 301-572-8394 for 
more information.

Staff go the extra mile, now go the extra mile for them!

By the Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging 
Committee

While Hispanic American Heritage Month 
wrapped up at the end of last week, the Diversity, 
Inclusion, and Belonging Committee wanted to give 
residents, staff, and guests the chance to celebrated 
all year round. First, by sharing some fun facts about 
Hispanic Countries and their Independence Days:

Nicaragua was declared independant 
on September 15, 1821 as part of the Act of 
Independence of Central America, which 
proclaimed the independence of Central America 
from the Spanish Empire and included Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. 
Panama was declared independent from Columbia 
November 3, 1903 and became known as the 
Independent Republic of Panama. Paraguay, Peru, 
and Venezuela were each declared independent 
of Spain at different times in history. May 14, 
1811 for Paraguay in what is now known as Día 
de la Independencia Nacional; Venezuela two 
months later on July 5, 1811; and Peru on July 28, 
1821. Uruguay declared independence from its 
neighboring country of Brazil on August 25, 1825 
thanks to some help from the country now known 
as Argentina. 

What better way to celebrate than through 
some popular delacacies of these Hispanic 
Countries? You can find two recipes, a side dish and a 
dessert at this link: https://bit.ly/RWVHAHM2021. 

Celebrate Hispanic 
American Heritage year 
round with D I & B
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Would you like to also receive  
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and the Riderwood TV Guide in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign up to 
receive the digital edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)



A Hollywood classic every night at 7:00 p.m.,  
directly to your living room on Channel 972!

---------------------------------------
Monday, October 18

& Tuesday, October 19
The Big Sick (1992, PG-13, 1h 46m) 

A Pakistan-born comedian and a grad student 
fall in love but struggle as their cultures clash. 
When she contracts a mysterious illness, he 

finds himself forced to face her feisty parents, 
his family’s expectations, and his true feelings.

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, October 20 
& Thursday, October 21 

Stage Door Canteen (1943, NR, 2h 12m) 
A young soldier on a pass in New York City, visits 

the famed Stage Door Canteen and meets a 
pretty young hostess, Eileen Burke.

---------------------------------------
Friday, October 22 & Saturday, October 24 - 

Halloween Spooktacular 
Beetlejuice (1988, PG, 1h 32m) 

The spirits of a deceased couple harassed by 
an unbearable family that has moved into their 
home hire a malicious spirit to drive them out.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, October 24 - Halloween Spooktacular

Get Out (2019, R, 1h 31m) 
A young African-American visits his white 

girlfriend’s parents for the weekend, where his 
simmering uneasiness about their reception of 

him eventually reaches a boiling point. 
(Rated R for violence, bloody images, and language 

including sexual references)

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.

Monday, October 18 (*New*)
Resident Life Updates - Resident Services
Resident Services Manager Ellen Lebedow 

provides updates from the Resident Services/
Social Work and Intermissions teams. 

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, October 19 (*New & Live*)  

and Wednesday, October 20 (*Rebroadcast*)
Riderwood Administrative Updates 

Gary Hibbs welcomes Fiona Divecha and 
resident Regina Cohen to talk about the 

importance of the Staff Appreciation Fund. Also 
on the show, Jeff Kimbell joins with Dining news 

and Elenora Giddings Ivory has a RAC Report.
(Also live on Tuesday at 10:00 a.m.  

on www.riderwoodtv.com)
---------------------------------------

Thursday, October 21 (*Rebroadcast*)
Riderwood Opera Preview - October 2021

Resident Stephen Schwartz highlights  
the operas you can expect to see on the 
remaining Fridays in October from the 

Riderwood Opera Group.
---------------------------------------
Friday, October 22 (*New*)

Phillip Munley, Director of the Maryland 
Department of Veterans Service Programs

Learn about the latest VA benefits for veterans 
and their spouses. Presented by the Riderwood 

Veterans Legacy Group.
---------------------------------------

Saturday, October 23 (*Rebroadcast*)
Resident Life Updates - Resident Services

A replay of the morning show from Monday.
---------------------------------------

Sunday, October 24 (*Rebroadcast*) 
Phillip Munley, Director of the Maryland 

Department of Veterans Service Programs 
A replay of the morning show from Friday.

 

Monday, October 18
Resident Recitals of Riderwood presents 
Beautiful Baroque (November 9, 2018)

Resident Recitals of Riderwood’s nineteenth 
performance of music performed by residents.

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, October 19

The Riderwood Health Forum presents
Neurocognitive Disorders (February 15, 2019)

Riderwood resident and psychiatrist Dr. 
Guillermo Olivos presents on his experiences 

with those who suffer with dementia.
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, October 20
Portraiture in Musical Motif: A Lecture Recital 

on Ruth Bader Ginsburg (October 5, 2021)
Adapted from the song cycle composed by 

Patrice Michaels, this concert will be performed 
by Shari Eve Feldman, soprano, and Mackenzie 
Lyn Marr, piano with a brief lecture preceding.

---------------------------------------
Thursday, October 21

The Arbor Ridge Family Council presents 
“Understanding Memory Care” 

with Cara Skrypchuk (October 6, 2021)
Learn about this specialized service available 
in Arbor Ridge from the corporate Director of 

Memory Support Services.
 --------------------------------------- 

Friday, October 22
The Performing Arts Council presents Thomas 
Pandolfi, Concert Pianist (November 11, 2012)

Enjoy a collection of fine classical music from 
this world renowned pianist. 
--------------------------------------- 

Saturday, October 23 & Sunday, October 24
The Just All Music Committee presents  

The Skip Pruitt Xperience (August 27, 2021)
Saxophonist Skip Pruitt and his band bring you a 

collection of soulful and captivating jazz.

Special Programming on Channel 972
At 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 

10:30 p.m., & the next day at 1:00 a.m.

TV Guide        October 18 - 17

Take a Minute 
...in spooky Salem, Massachusetts (*New*)

Every day at 2:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m.,  
12:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by hauntingly beautiful scenery & calming music.

• Reminder: The Arts Council of Riderwood 
Exhibit 10 Art Delivery Day is Monday, October 
18, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the lower 
level of Lakeside Commons outside the Encore.
• Saturday Night at the Movies will be showing 
the 2017 drama 55 Steps (Rated PG-13; 1h 55m) 
on Saturday, October 23 at 7:00 p.m., in Encore 
Theater. The movie tells the story of a patients 
rights lawyer and her mental patient client who 
fought for medication consent for psychiatric 
patients.
• Applications for new Continuing Education 
Committee members is October 22. Two new 
members are needed to start with the committee 
in January of 2022. For more information or 
to apply, please contact residents Jean Sonntag  
(sonntagjb@gmail.com) or Terry Dowd 
(dowdstd@hotmail.com).

By Trudy Downs
Resident Writer

Consider becoming a part of future Actors 
Studio shows. As always, we welcome all residents 
who would like to perform, assist with props 
and staging, and those who have some technical 
knowledge with sound, lighting and camera.

“No acting experience? No worries! You 
have a lifetime of experience, playing many roles 
through the years, to pull from. Don’t stress about 
learning your part. No memorization of the scripts 
or monologues will be required.

“Get stage fright? Get real. We’ve all faced 
much scarier things in life. Remember, we are a 
Riderwood Community, and we support each other.

“Who doesn’t enjoy a good laugh? This 
is your opportunity to take a chance on something 
new. Our first rehearsal is Monday, October 18 at 
1:00 p.m. in the music room of Village Square.

If you have an questions, contact Sue Aiken 
at 301-847-5376.

Actors Studio in 
search of players 
& crew members

By Elaine Hauptman
Resident Writer

Have you noticed the wonderful quotations 
displayed around our campus? These are 
inspirational and motivational quotations attributed 
to Chief Sitting Bull, Chief Black Elk, and the 
Arapaho Nation. They are even more relevant 
today as we face a climate crisis, the destruction of 
public lands, and the impact our changing climate 
is making on our food supply, our health, our water, 
and our very lives.

As we join in the celebration of Native 
American Heritage Month in November, let us be 
aware of one specific quote: “Let us put our minds 
together and see what life we can make for our 
children.” But also, take note of the other auspicious 
statements made by Native Americans many years 
ago. There is much to learn from those wise people 
who came before us. 

Look for quotes across 
campus in Native 
American heritage 
month preparation
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Dorothy W. Williams VP 10/8
Florence Dick CL 10/9
Mary K. Sopchick FC 10/9
Peggy Norelius OG 10/9
Marshall Donley CC 10/9
William Dent PV 10/9
Joseph Burton OP 10/13

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:


