
Frequently Asked Question
Question: Which of the following is the correct terminology: American Indian, Indian, Native 

American or Native?
Answer: All of these terms are acceptable. The consensus, however, is that whenever possible, 

Native American people prefer to be called by their specific tribal name. The terms American 
Indian or indigenous American are preferred by many Native people.

By Elaine Hauptman
Member, Native American Heritage Month 
Subcommittee

Did you know that November is Native 
American Heritage Month? This heritage has often 
been ignored, misunderstood, or even distorted. 

The Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging 
Committee’s subcommittee on Native Americans 
has planned a month of outstanding events to 
educate, enlighten, enrich and enjoy.

The celebration starts on Tuesday, 
November 2, with a live presentation by Keith 
Colston, Administrative Director of the Maryland 
Commission on Indian Affairs. This presentation 
in our Chapel at 2:00 p.m. will discuss the Native 
American Communities in Maryland. Artifacts 

donated by our own Riderwood residents will be on 
display in the cases outside of the Chapel. You will 
have the opportunity to ask questions, discuss and 
reflect on the enlightening afternoon.

The following day, November 3, Riderwood 
TV channel 972 will show the film Smoke Signals, 
the cast of which is almost entirely made up of 
Native Americans. To enhance your enjoyment of 
the film Evelyn Gehres, Eastern Band Cherokee, and 
John Strong, retired American Studies Professor, 
will discuss the past and the present reservations. 
This promises to be an exciting evening delivered 
directly to your own home at 7:00 p.m.

Get more information about these events 
and learn about the other Native American Heritage 
Month events via posters in the Community Building 
lobbies and flyers on the bulletin boards.

November’s Native American Heritage Month kicks off

By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Riderwood residents can contribute to the 
Staff Appreciation Fund to show their gratitude 
to the 1,257 hourly employees who have “gone 
the extra mile” over the past year. Fiona Divecha 
has called 2021 the “year beginning the transition 
towards normal,” including new challenges such as 
the vaccination clinics and short-staffed work.

The staff is not allowed to accept gifts or 
tips for their work, so this becomes an annual and 

tangible way to show our spirit of gratitude. We 
hope that all households will contribute so the goal 
of $397,000 is reached.

Linda Stratman of Charles Terrace 
appreciates that when bus drivers take her to the 
building’s back door, they wait until she is safely 
in the building. Jim and Sue David of Madison 
Green appreciate that Nicole, their housekeeping 
supervisor, offers a cheerful and rapid response to 
their requests. Meadowbrook Square’s Pat Vacca 
commends Milton, a painter, for his skill rebuilding 
and painting a gouged door frame in her apartment. 
Sandy, a Security Officer, indeed “went the extra 
mile” when she loaned Pat money to pay a tip to 
a road service mechanic who fixed a flat tire near 
the back gate (Pat eventually paid her back). Greg 
and Gabriel, from Housekeeping, responded quickly 
when Winnie To of Hunter Glen had an urgent need 
with the audiovisual system for club meetings.

Park View’s Dan Sober commends the staff 
for “keeping their cool during these trying times.” 
Pam Silverwood of Charles Terrace adds, “Thanks 
for going the extra mile! Our hearts are filled with 
love and gratitude.”

Look for the photo collages in the community 
lobbies highlighting some of the roles of the staff. 
While contributions are accepted all year, your gift 
must be given to Philanthropy by November 12 to 
ensure it is included in this year’s distribution.

How to give to the Staff Appreciation Fund:
Check or Cash: Make the check payable to 

“Riderwood” and write “Staff Appreciation” on the 
memo line. Place the envelope in the Philanthropy 
slot at any front desk.

One-time Charge: You can contribute to 
the Staff Appreciation Fund with a one-time charge 
to your resident bill. Please call 301-572-8394 for 
more information.

Give to show your appreciation to employees 
during the Staff Appreciation Fund campaign

By Patric O’Brien
Publicist, Continuing Education Committee

In recognition of 
the 240th Anniversary of 
the surrender of Cornwallis, 
the Continuing Education 
Committee is pleased to present 
Mark Croatti. Croatti’s lecture, 
titled “The 240th Anniversary 
of the Surrender of Cornwallis 
and the Presidents Before Washington,” will guide 
us through the oft-forgotten history from the time of 
the battle of Yorktown, on October 19, 1781 through 
the establishment of our nation, consisting of 13 of 
Britain’s 20 North American Colonies, in 1784.

Join us November 12, 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. in the Village Square Classroom. No tickets or 
entrance fee needed for this history lesson. Croatti is 
a specialist in World Affairs. He has taught history, 
politics and U.S. government at various institutions, 
including Georgetown University, The U.S. Naval 
Academy and St. Mary’s College of Maryland.

CEC sponsoring lecture on 
the Cornwallis Surrender

By Thea Fine
Resident Writer

The leaves may be falling, but juried art 
by Riderwood residents and staff is springing up 
all over Riderwood after a 19-month hiatus! Arts 
Council Chair, Winnie Coggins, observed, “It was 
rewarding to see the positive response to our call for 
artwork after the long delay. Our thanks to all the 
artists who offered their work for review.”

In September, a “touchless” jurying system, 
in which submitted artworks were photographed 
for the juror, enabled items for the new Exhibit #10 
to be selected with appropriate social distancing 
and safety.  In all, some 85 artworks by 53 creative 
residents and staff were chosen. The external juror 
for the new installation, professional artist Terry 
Pellmar, noted, “It is always a challenge to jury an 
art show…to select among the many works. I was 
very impressed by the artistic talent at Riderwood.”

The new exhibit (Exhibit #10) was installed 

in the Lakeside Commons gallery on October 18. 
Exhibit #9 artwork was rotated to Village Square; 
Exhibit #8 art remains at Montgomery Station until 
the Windsor Restaurant closes as part of the MST 
renovation.  Readers may recall that, until the 
COVID-19 lockdown, exhibits were circulated every 
4 months among galleries in Lakeside Commons, 

Montgomery Station, Village Square, and in a small 
space in Town Center.  The Arts Council hopes to 
return to the regular rotation of art across the various 
Riderwood galleries as soon as possible.

Already, the new exhibit is gaining kudos 
from staff and residents alike. One evening, a staff 
member noted that she was glad that new art was 
now hung outside the Encore Theater and that the 
art makes her happy.  Residents and staff, too, 
have been talking about the new exhibit, calling it 
wonderful and a program that contributes to making 
Riderwood a special place.

The Arts Council will continue to reach out 
to solicit new art submissions through the Reporter, 
RWTV and bulletin boards.  Whether you want to 
submit art for the next rounds of jurying or just want 
to be notified of Arts Council exhibits and related 
activities, you can do so by submitting a contact 
form on the new www.RiderwoodLife.com website.  
The Arts Council is listed first under the Community 
pull-down menu.

And the art goes on: First post-COVID art exhibit now open at Encore
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• Learn about your mobility equipment, get 
minor repairs completed, and try out new devices 
courtesy of The Scooter Shop on Wednesday, 
November 3, 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. in the 
Town Center Celebrations Room.

• Get your favorite jewelry ready to wear 
again with the jewelry repair clinic on Friday, 
November 5 in the Town Center Lobby from 
10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. It is suggested you 
drop off your pieces by 12:00 p.m. Check and 
cash are accepted, but cash is preferred. 

• Saturday Night at the Movies will be showing 
the 2019 crime drama Georgetown (Rated R; 1h 
39m) on Saturday, November 6 at 7:00 p.m., in 
Encore Theater. Inspired by a real story of fraud 
and murder among the wealthy and powerful 
of Washington D.C., an eccentric and smooth-
talking social climber is investigated after his 
wealthy, well-connected and much older wife 
turns up dead in their home.

Correction
In the October 25 edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter Newspaper, the photo included with 
the article about 

the PAC Classical 
Concert with Dr. 

Shuai Wang was the 
incorrect photo.  This 
is the correct photo. 
We apologize to the 
concert producers, 
the article’s author, 
and the performer, 

Dr. Wang.

By Elaine Hauptman
Member, Local Trips Committee

November is the most exciting Local Trips 
calendar. It opens on November 4 with a trip to the 
famous Baltimore Aquarium. If you enjoy feeding 
the stingrays or experiencing unusual species, this is 
the place to be.

On Sunday, November 7, the Baltimore 
Symphony has a fantastic program featuring “Also 
Sprach Zarathustra.”  Those who saw Kubrick’s 2001: 
A Space Odyssey will instantly recognize the theme. 
Also included in the program is Clara Schumann’s 
Piano Concerto, which Felix Mendelssohn originally 
conducted. The brilliant soloist Isata Kanneh-Mason 
is one of seven children in the Kanneh-Mason 
family, each one an outstanding musician. Isata 
Kannuh-Mason is the recipient of the 2021 Leonard 
Bernstein award and is a postgraduate at the Royal 
Academy of Music. 

On November 11, we are going to the 
National Museum of the United States Army. This 
beautiful new museum is a must for all Americans. 
Here, you can experience the Army through 
extraordinary exhibits. Some of your experiences 
will include “Preserving the Nation,” “Changing 
World,” “The Nisei Soldier Experience,” and “The 
Nation Overseas.” If done in chronological order, 
the displays give visitors an understanding of the 
Army’s role in defining American events. The life-
like soldiers in the exhibits make the visitor feel that 
they are participating in the actual history.

The very next day, November 12, promises 
to be a unique experience. First, we will go to 
the Katzen Arts Center, located at the American 
University. Next to Embassy Row, this center is 
housed in a dramatically designed post-modernist 
building surrounded by an 84-acre arboretum. After 

feeding your visual senses, we will visit Millie’s 
Spring Valley Restaurant, where you can enrich 
your gastronomic senses of taste and smell. 

On Thursday, November 18, a visit to the 
Baltimore American Indian Center will be one of 
the many highlights of Native American Heritage 
Month. The Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina 
founded this wonderful tribute to the history, 
culture, experiences, accomplishments, and wisdom 
that have so long been ignored or distorted. The 
circular shape of its symbol represents the Circle 
of Life. The four colors of the circle symbolize the 
four qualities of a balanced life: the spiritual, the 
emotional, the physical, and the intellectual. We 
are so lucky to enjoy a docent tour and the ability 
to experience firsthand the unique cultures of the 
Native Americans who inhabited this area that we 
now enjoy. 

An imaginative, fanciful experience awaits 
you when you go to Pinot’s Pallete on November 
19. This trip is a paint and sip experience, where you 
receive instruction in painting while you sip a glass 
of wine. Perhaps the wine relaxes your inhibitions, 
but the paintings all appear to be highly creative. It 
will allow you to meet interesting people, receive 
excellent instruction, produce a work of art, and 
allow you to find your inner talents. 

This month’s local trips calendar ends on 
November 22 with a trip to the famous Parkway 
Deli. After you have indulged your appetites with 
extra lean corned beef, hot pastrami, very sour 
pickles, luscious mouthwatering coleslaw, fresh rye 
bread, and fantastic desserts, you will still have two 
days before you indulge in your Thanksgiving feast.

Sign up quickly because seats are very 
limited. Please remember that proof of COVID-19 
shot, ID, and mask is required for all concerts, 
museums, theater, and dance performances.

Defy the darkness with variety of local trips

By The League of Women Voters

The Riderwood 
League of Women Voters 
will host a Meet and Greet 
on Tuesday, November 
9 at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Celebrations Room at 
Town Center. Whether 
or not you are a member 
of the League, the group 
invites everyone to attend. We hope you will join us. 

The League meets once a month and 
covers national, state, and county topics in its study 
groups. Join a study group on a hot topic, whether 
immigration, voting rights, police services, or 
something else. After we study an issue, we take 
consensus and then act. There is much to be done. 
The League is nonpartisan, but at election time, the 
League provides services such as information on 
candidates, helping persons register, and making 

sure residents have transportation to get to the polls. 
Of course, we will be monitoring the new election 
maps which follow each census. 

We are happy to report that the Riderwood 
League of Women Voters is back to meeting in 
person on the third Monday of the month at 3:00 
p.m. in the Town Center classroom.

In addition to our civic action programs, 
the League sponsors an eight-session series on 
Great Decisions sponsored by the Foreign Policy 
Association. This is a very popular program usually 
held in January and February. 

Many of you have been League members 
in the past at other locales, so we welcome your 
participation here at Riderwood. Join us at our 
November 9 meeting so you can be part of the 
League, learn, make new friends, and contribute 
your skills and knowledge. The future depends on 
people like you! For more information, contact 
Ruth Sachs, sachs11md@yahoo.com, or call  
(301) 960-9755.

League of Women Voters to host Meet & Greet
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Zvia Sheinman OG 10/18

Mary Alice Steely GV 10/26

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

Linda Bacon (HS) 9/20 --

John Wall (HS) 9/22 Olney, MD

Judy Scales-Trent 
(FC) 9/30 East Amherst, 

NY

Martha Watson 
(BG) 9/30 Columbia, MD

Martha Tupper 
(CL) 10/7 Northville, MI

Stephen & Marilyn 
Coleman (CL) 10/11 Swissvale, PA

Jack & Ginny 
Anderson (KC) 10/13 Olney, MD

We’d like to welcome the newest Riderwood 
residents to our community:

Looking for the Riderwood TV Guide? This week, it is its own separate 
document that was cubby stuffed along with this newspaper.  If you didn’t 

get a copy or need another one, check your mail room for spare copies or ask 
the front desk for a copy. You can also find it at tvguide.riderwoodtv.com. 


