
By Almeda Girod
Resident Writer

Jamie Jaegers 
grew up in nearby 
Damascus, Maryland, 
and speaks highly 
of her early years. “I 
loved my childhood,” 
she comments. “My 
parents, younger 
brother, and I were 
always on the go 
whether it was 
shopping, going to the 
butterfly garden, or 
fishing.” Her maternal 
grandparents cared for Jamie and her brother while 
their parents worked. She describes her grandparents 
as being a big part of her childhood as they spent 
time with Jamie doing nurturing activities.

After graduation from Damascus High 
School, she went on to the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County in Catonsville. She attributes her 
choice of health administration and public policy to 
the strong bond she had with her grandparents.

The research that Jamie did at Erickson 
School at UMBC led to volunteering at Charlestown 
and later working for 8 years at the Erickson School. 
During this time, she earned a master’s degree in 

management of Aging Services. Gary Hibbs, who 
served on the graduate school faculty, became a 
mentor. Jamie recalls Gary leading a tour of Oak 
Crest and that he greeted each resident by name. 
She thought, “I want to be a leader like that.” 
John Erickson also was a presence at the school 
promoting the vision that “retirement should be a 
time to be active and engaged and always learning 
new things.”

When Jamie saw the posting for a Community 
Resources Lead Coordinator for Riderwood (a role 
previously held by longtime Riderwood employee 
Amy Hahn), she thought about Gary and John. She 
reflected on their dedication and positive influence 
within the Erickson communities. Jamie’s role will 
be helping to connect resident-run groups with the 
resources needed to allow them to be a success.

Since beginning work at Riderwood on 
September 8, Jamie has found the residents and staff 
to be “incredibly warm and welcoming” from the 
time she drives through the front gate and throughout 
the day.

Jamie’s journey to working at Riderwood 
shows the impact of older persons mentoring 
and supporting younger people. Jamie credits her 
grandparents and lessons learned from leaders like 
John and Gary for instilling in her a love for helping 
others. She is excited to use her passion for helping 
others to continue improving the lives of residents 
at Riderwood.

Community Resources team welcomes 
new Lead Coordinator Jamie Jaegers

By Bonnie Balzer & Fiona Divecha
Members, Craft Fair Committee

Get your holiday shopping started with 
unique, handmade gifts at the Riderwood Crafts 
Bazaar!  The Craft Bazaar is coming up on Friday, 
December 3rd from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at our 
Wellness Center. 

If you are a resident crafter and would like 
to have a sales table in the bazaar, please register by 
picking up a form at any front desk.  The deadline 
to register as a vendor in the bazaar is Monday, 
November 15.

We encourage the entire community to 
stop by this wonderful sale and take a look around 
at all the amazing, creative items created by your 
fellow residents.  The items for sale in the past have 
included knits, paintings, jewelry, greeting cards and 
much more.  Prices are reasonable.  A percentage of 
sales will be donated to the Benevolent Care Fund 
so you will be doing a good deed for your neighbor 
in need while you shop.  

There is also a raffle, which includes three 
themed gift baskets with wonderful items and gift 
cards.  So save the date and invite your family and 
friends to come out to the Bazaar so that they can 
pick up some great items too!

Save the Date for the 
2021 Craft Bazaar

By Bruce Donaldson
Member, Pickleball Club of Riderwood

The Pickleball Club at Riderwood held its 
Fall general meeting on October 28. Besides various 
committee reports, the membership approved its 
play and party budget for the coming year, and 
elected its officers for the coming year.

Effective immediately after the meeting, the 
new president is Cynnie Hood, the returning vice 
president is Jim Paoletti, the returning treasurer is 
Patti Schuyler, and the new secretary is Gail Harker. 
The fifth member of the Executive Committee, 
Jack Hessler, the Club’s training and competition 
coordinator, is returning in that position. 

Next year’s plans include more tournaments, 
including the possibility of issuing invitations to 
other Erickson administrated communities to play 
pickleball here. If you would like to investigate 
joining the fun, wearing athletic shoes and a mask, 
come to the upper floor of the Wellness Center at 
4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays and/or at 3:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, or inquire by emailing Cynnie Hood at 
hood14106@comcast.net.

Pickleball plans for 
the future with new 
Executive Board By Fiona Divecha

Manager, Philanthropy & Resident Life

Seniors over 72 must take a required 
minimum distribution (RMD) from their IRA plans 
this year.  In 2020, the Federal Government waived 
RMDs, but the requirement is back in effect.  Since 
most residents have to take the RMD, this is one of 
the best ways to give to the Benevolent Care Fund.  
Any qualified charitable distribution (QCD) counts 
towards meeting your RMD percentage and the 
amount you must take out for RMD is based on your 
age. You can complete this requirement and reduce 
the taxes paid on your IRA distribution by deducting 
the amount of your QCD from the amount of your 
income on your federal tax return therefore not 
paying taxes on this amount. This benefit is better 
for most residents who would take the standard 
deduction and not list charitable donations.  

To make a qualified charitable distribution, 
ask your IRA custodian (or you may have checks 
from your IRA account and check-writing powers) to 
send a check directly to the Riderwood Benevolent 
Care Fund.  You will need the following:

Organization Name: Riderwood Village, Inc.
Fund Designation:  Benevolent Care Fund
Address:   3110 Gracefield Road,
   Silver Spring MD, 20904
EIN (Tax ID):  52-2126753

We appreciate every gift to the Benevolent 
Care Fund that makes it possible for us to meet the 
need in 2021. Keep in mind that mail has been slower 
and for this gift to count in 2021, Philanthropy 
must receive the gift by December 31, 2021. For 
more information, please contact Fiona Divecha at  
301-572-8396 or fiona.divecha@erickson.com.

Get tax benefits by 
donating from IRA

By Cibya Sam
Coordinator, Community Resources

Join us for the Veterans Day Ceremony 
honoring all residents who served in the military.  
The event will be held on Thursday, November 11 
at 10:30 a.m. in Town Center Celebrations Room. 
This is a wonderful event that promotes our sense 
of community. 

Our own Veterans Legacy Group will be 
leading the ceremony, which will include the history 
of Veterans Day, a patriotic sing-along, and stories 
shared by Riderwood veterans. We encourage 
veterans to wear your military uniform or any other 
items indicating your military affiliation so you can 
be recognized for your service. We encourage all to 
come out and share this beautiful celebration with 
our veterans and their families who have done so 
much for us.

Veterans Legacy 
to honor military 
for Veterans Day
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Would you like to also receive  
the Riderwood Reporter newspaper  

and the Riderwood TV Guide in your e-mail?
Visit signup.riderwoodtv.com to sign up to 
receive the digital edition of the Riderwood 

Reporter. (You will continue  
to receive the paper version as well)



• Jim Henkelman-Bahn, the mover and shaker 

of many groups, is no longer able to continue 

to review, choose & advertise the documentary 

films for the Residents Supporting Sustainability 

group that has been meeting monthly in Encore 

Friday evening. In addition to 275 + members 

there is a full committee to do the rest. Don’t 

let this end! Contact Jim, who will train you, at 

301-445-1752.

• Would you like to donate your items to the 

Treasure Chest? Donations can be dropped off 

at the Treasure Chest in Victoria Place every 

Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

Donations are also being accepted on Tuesday, 

November 9 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

in the Montgomery Station, Town Center, and 

Lakside Commons lobbies (Village Square 

residents should continue to take donations 

directly to the Treasure Chest during this time). 

• Saturday Night at the Movies will be showing 

the 2021 drama The Mauritanian (Rated R for 

language and violence; 2h 9m) on Saturday, 

November 13 at 7:00 p.m., in Encore Theater. 

This movie is a highly disturbing dramatization 

of one detainee’s tortuous experience in 

Guantanamo — depicting our country’s ongoing 

challenge to live by its ideals.

By Evelyn Horad & Levern Allen
Members, Civility @ Riderwood Committee

In about two months, we will enter the 
year 2022. Less than two years ago, we entered 
the COVID-19 pandemic hoping and thinking it 
would end very soon. It did not. It has affected all 
Riderwood residents, staff, and visitors. For a while, 
we were isolated and did not see family or friends. 
We spoke or waved to our neighbors when food was 
delivered or had “drive-bys.” We wore masks. We 
were self-regulated. Slowly things began to change, 
and we were allowed to gather in small groups or 
visit outside. Later, the restaurants opened and went 
through many variations as we began to relearn our 
social skills. However, re-entry into polite society is 
proving to be a little bumpy.

We should all adopt the golden rule and 
SHOW appreciation and gratitude. Civility includes 
self-regulation and a demonstration of public 
behavior that shows respect for another person. We 
must do unto others.

What’s in your power to change? What can 
you check about yourself? Here are a few things you 
might consider.

• Pay attention. Focus. Listen, expecting to 
respond.

• Respect others’ territory, space, and time 
wherever you are - front desk, hostess stand, the 
bus, in a meeting, or just walking. 

• Create your own sunshine on a rainy day. 
• Embrace the uniqueness of another. 

Each of these activities requires you to do 
something. You must SHOW your appreciation and 
gratitude. Here is how you can do that:

• If not told, ask your server’s name and use it. 
• Have a conversation about high school or 

college or other future plans.
• Complete the complimentary card for the 

server and place it in the comment card box.
Life is very difficult for some of us. It is 

more difficult than it was two years ago for all of us, 
and we have no idea how much longer it will last. 
Some say a very long time. In the meantime, C@R 
offers the following references.

1. Why Everyone Is So Rude Right Now 
by Belinda Luscombe from Time Magazine, 
September  2021

2. “Please be Kind Tool Kit” used by a hospital 
to help restore civility: https://www.rihospitality.
org/RIHA-Please-Be-Kind-Toolkit

3. “Principles of Considerate Conduct” These 
bookmarks are available from C@R members.

If all else fails - DANCE

Civility @ Riderwood: Get ready for the new normal

By the Erickson Advantage Team

For the second year in a row, Erickson 
Advantage, the health plan created exclusively 
for residents of Riderwood and other Erickson 
Living-managed communities, has been awarded a 
prestigious 5-out-of-5-star rating from the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for 
plan years 2021 and 2022. Only the top Medicare 
Advantage health plans across the country are 5-star 
rated. 

CMS is not the only one giving Erickson 
Advantage top marks. Resident members are also 
singing its praises.  Community resident Dianne S. 
had this to say: “Erickson Advantage’s customer 
service on campus—and by phone—is excellent. 

They make it easier to determine your needs and 
get answers to your questions. Their five-star 
overall health plan rating from Medicare is not to be 
ignored! Invest for a year...numerous plans will suit 
your personal needs.” 

You deserve the quality, top-rated customer 
service, and high member satisfaction Erickson 
Advantage provides, so learn more today! If 
you’re paying more than $200 or are paying for 
transportation, fitness, dental, hearing, or vision, 
you could have significant savings with Erickson 
Advantage. Call 301-572-8450 to schedule a health 
insurance review with our on-site Health Insurance 
Resource Manager Regenia Mapson. She will 
share information about available health plans and 
complete a no-pressure comparison of your options.

Erickson Advantage receives 
top national ranking again!

By Bill Flank
Co-Chair, Sustainability Committee

We use an enormous amount of plastics, and 
we do a poor job of recycling them.

For example, did you know that five 
TRILLION plastic bags are used worldwide 
annually? Recent data from Consumer Reports 
show that the U.S. generated more than 35 million 
tons of plastic waste in 2018 (latest data available). 
Only 8.7% of it was recycled, primarily for single-
use products that are then incinerated or end up in 
landfills.

Our plastic waste is collected and then sorted 
at a material recovery facility and baled for sale. 
Contaminated or non-recyclable plastic is sent to a 
landfill (75.5% of our plastic trash) or incinerated 
(15.8% of it) along with other waste. Incinerated 
plastic will produce “unclean” energy because toxic 
dioxins and furans are byproducts, along with the 
greenhouse gas carbon dioxide. China used to take 
about half of our plastic waste until they decided 
most of it was too dirty or contaminated to accept, 
and the bottom dropped out of the market.

Other materials such as paper and cardboard 
have higher recycling rates than plastics. Here at 

Riderwood, our mixed paper recycling for 2020 was 
449,666 pounds, although that was a 17.6% drop 
from 2018. Our corrugated cardboard was 49,390 
pounds, which was 50.4% less than in 2018. And 
our comingled materials recycling in 2020 was 
192,714 pounds, a drop of 32.4% from 2018. That 
was despite the fact that more plasticware was used 
in 2020 because of the pandemic. We have not done 
as well with our recycling as we should, even though 
our recycled amounts were substantial. (Our trash 
in 2018, on the other hand, was 2,795,520 pounds. 
That’s about 1400 pounds per independent resident.)

What can we do to improve? We can 
certainly be more careful about what we put into 
the recycling stream. If you don’t still have them, 
ask General Services for a copy of the guidelines 
distributed to residents from time to time, or the 
blue bins and bags to put your recycling material in 
for collection. Make sure what you put out is clean 
and dry. If you’re not sure, keep it out so you don’t 
contaminate the rest of the recyclables. And let’s 
come up with more positive and useful ideas, like 
the current project to separately collect plastic bags 
and packaging film to earn us a free Trex bench for 
our campus. (We’re already over 20% of the way 
there!) Let’s focus on doing recycling right.
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Milton Meisner KC 10/30

Linda Stogdale HS 10/31

Elizabeth R. 
Schneiderhan RC 11/2

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

Looking for the Riderwood TV Guide? 
This week, it is its own separate document 

that was cubby stuffed along with this 
newspaper.  If you didn’t get a copy or 

need another one, check your mail room 
for spare copies or ask the front desk for a 

copy. You can also find it at  
tvguide.riderwoodtv.com. 


