
By Regina Cohen
Vice-Chair & Philanthropy Liaison, R.A.C.

My name is Regina Cohen, and I am the 
RAC Liaison to the Philanthropy Department. 

Before I get to that introduction, I will switch 
hats for a moment. I am also the RAC Vice-Chair, 
and in that role, I am responsible for organizing the 
next RAC Election. Each member of the RAC has a 
three-year term, and we have three members elected 
each year. You will hear more about that in the next 
couple of months, but I wanted to point out that you 
can get av Nomination Form at our Front Desks by 
the RAC box. You can use the form to nominate 
yourself or others to work on the RAC to help make 
a difference here at Riderwood -- and also note that 
information about the RAC is included on the back 
of this form. Please let me know if you are interested 
in joining or want more information. Now back to 
our main program:

Riderwood is a warm, giving, friendly, and 
helpful community, and we want to encourage that 
and support each other. Riderwood’s mission is to 
“share our gifts to create a community that celebrates 
life.” We do this by encouraging everyone to share 
their time, talent, and treasure to make Riderwood 
the best community in which to live. Various entities 
help sponsor and support various philanthropic 
activities and fundraising campaigns throughout 
the year. This include the Philanthropy department 

with manager Fiona Divecha and coordinator Maria 
Aghguiguian, four resident volunteer philanthropy 
committees sponsored by the RAC, and other 
groups, like the Treasure Chest.

The first of the four resident volunteer 
committees is the Philanthropy Committee, 
which performs various tasks. These roles include 
promoting a spirit of giving within the community, 
advising on activities for the Planned Giving projects 
(such as honor, memorial, pledged beneficiary, 
legacy, and IRA/RMD gifts), the Legacy Society, 
and educational events, and tracking best practices 
and the results of the multiple campaigns sponsored 
during the year. 

The Scholarship Fund Committee develops 
the Scholarship Program each year and usually runs 
its campaign in the spring (around March and April) 
to match the school year. It provides funds to eligible 
employees to assist with their continuing education 
expenses after high school for the following school 
year. 

The Benevolent Care Fund Committee 
helps with publicity, education, and activities 
like our Gala to support our primary fundraising 
campaign, usually in July-August. The focus for 
our Benevolent Care Fund is to provide confidential 
financial support to help long-time residents stay 
in the community if, despite good planning, they 
exhaust their financial resources. The Committee 
may also look for volunteers to form an Events 

Subcommittee for significant activities like the Gala, 
which we hope to start again next year. 

The Staff Appreciation Fund Committee 
plans activities and publicity to raise funds to provide 
our non-management, hourly employees with a thank 
you gift from our residents for all their help and 
services during the year. This campaign is run from 
October to early November, and we just completed 
a very generous effort showing our gratitude from 
the residents to our staff. This gift takes the place of 
any tipping during the year and is distributed in early 
December in time for the holidays; this year’s Staff 
Appreciation Day is on Dec 7.

Residents can support these various causes 
by contributing during the campaigns, directing 
payment from their IRA to a specific fund, and 
automatically providing a small monthly amount 
with the service fee payment. Talk to Fiona about 
how to set these up. We also fundraise from vendors 
on campus, partners, and local businesses for the 
Benevolent Care Fund. 

Resident volunteers are also welcomed 
to join these committees and help during the year; 
please fill out a RAC Committee Membership 
Application form and put it in the RAC box at the 
front desk. Fiona or I will contact you to discuss 
your interest. The RAC is an exciting group working 
with our residents and the Administration to support 
and improve communication and the Riderwood 
experience. We thank you for your support.

Resident Life invites residents to celebrate 
the holidays with the Winter Wonderland
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A Hollywood classic every night at 7:00 p.m.
---------------------------------------

Monday, December 6
Tora! Tora! Tora! (1970, G, 2h 24m) 

The story of the 1941 Japanese air raid on Pearl 
Harbor, and the series of preceding American 

blunders that aggravated its effectiveness.
(This film presented by the Veterans Legacy Group)

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, December 7 - Foreign Film

Eat Drink Man Woman (1994, NR, 2h 4m)
A senior chef lives with his three grown 

daughters; the middle one finds her future 
plans affected by unexpected events and the life 

changes of the other household members.
(This film presented in Mandarin with English 

subtitles. Presented by the Foreign Film Committee.)
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, December 8 - Winter Wonderland
Ahkmedova Ballet Academy presents  
“The Nutcracker and Holiday Treats”

Live from the Encore Theater!
Join this renowned ballet school as they  
perform a collection of holiday themed  
favorites for the Riderwood residents.

(Tickets to see the show in the Encore Theater  
will be distributed in all dining room lobbies  

at 4:30 PM on Tuesday, December 7.)
---------------------------------------

Thursday, December 9 
& Friday, December 10

Queen Bees (2021, PG-13, 1h 40m) 
After reluctantly agreeing to move in to a 

senior’s home, a woman encounters a clique of 
mean-spirited women and an amorous widower.

--------------------------------------- 
Saturday, December 11 - Holiday Movie Night

It’s a Wonderful Life (1946, PG, 2h 10m) 
An angel sent from Heaven helps a desperately 
frustrated businessman by showing him what 

life would have been like if he had never existed.
---------------------------------------

Sunday, December 12
Ghost (1990, PG-13, 2h 7m) 

After a young man is murdered, his spirit stays 
behind to warn his lover of impending danger, 

with the help of a reluctant psychic.

Riderwood in Focus on Ch. 972
10:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 p.m. 

Next Day at 12:00 a.m., 3:00 a.m., 5:00 a.m.

Monday, December 6 (*New*)
“Celebrate Hanukkah” with Lisa Levine 

(December 1, 2021)
Reb Cantor Lisa Levine will get residents in the 

Hanukkah spirit with a look at the history of the 
holiday and a collection of Hanukkah songs.

---------------------------------------
Tuesday, December 7 (*New*)  

Riderwood Business Plan Virtual Town Hall 
Gary Hibbs is joined by Finance Director Andrew 
Ferraiuolo and Board Member Eileen Erstad as 
they discuss Riderwood’s 2022 financial plan.

(This show will be rebroadcast on Saturday)
---------------------------------------

Wednesday, December 8 (*New*)
Empathy & Compassion: What the World 

Needs Now, Part 1 of 2
Ellen Lebedow and resident Jim David 

discuss the importance of empathy 
and the role it plays in these difficult times.

(This show will be rebroadcast on Friday)
---------------------------------------

Thursday, December 9 (*New*)
General Services Update -  

Construction Junction 
Get the latest information on the various 

construction and renovation projects happening 
on the Riderwood campus.

(This show will be rebroadcast on Sunday)
---------------------------------------

Friday, December 10 (*Rebroadcast*)
Empathy & Compassion: What the World 

Needs Now, Part 1 of 2 
A replay of the morning show from Wednesday.

---------------------------------------
Saturday, December 11 (*Rebroadcast*)

Riderwood Business Plan Virtual Town Hall
A replay of the morning show from Tuesday.

---------------------------------------
Sunday, December 12 (*Rebroadcast*)

General Services Update -  
Construction Junction

A replay of the morning show from Thursday.

 

Monday, December 6
Time Out For Laughter (July 8, 2015)

Residents Sue Aiken and Selma Barnett do 
their best to crack you up as they share some 

hilarious jokes and anecdotes. 
---------------------------------------

Tuesday, December 7
Due to the extended length of the  
Riderwood Business Plan Virtual  

Town Hall Meeting, there will not be any  
Special Programming on Tuesday.

---------------------------------------
Wednesday, December 8

Remembering the Attack on Pearl Harbor
In remembrance of the 80th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, listen to interviews from 

the archives of the attack from two survivors: 
former Riderwood resident Harvey Mueller and 

former Oak Crest resident Myrtle Watson.
---------------------------------------

Thursday, December 9
The Science and Technology Lecture Series 
presents “The Human Microbiome Project”

(October 2, 2014)
Lita M. Proctor, PhD from the National Institutes 

of Health discusses a research initiative to 
improve understanding of the microbial flora 

involved in human health and disease.
 --------------------------------------- 

Friday, December 10 - Flashback Friday
2018 Riderwood Retrospective 

Enjoy a look back at Riderwood highlights 
from 2018.

(Enjoy a look back at some of Riderwood TV’s 
annual retrospectives on December 10, 17, & 24 

before we premiere a look back at 2021  
on December 31)

 --------------------------------------- 
Saturday, December 11 

Due to the extended length of the  
Riderwood Business Plan Virtual  

Town Hall Meeting, there will not be any  
Special Programming on Saturday.

--------------------------------------- 
Sunday, December 12

The Performing Arts Council presents
Capital Hearings Concert (March 21, 2014) 

Enjoy this DC-area a capella ensemble’s wide-
ranging repertoire of classical favorites, vocal 

jazz, and contemporary arrangements

Special Programming on Channel 972
At 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 

10:30 p.m., & the next day at 1:00 a.m.
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Take a Minute 
...in New York City (*New*)

Every day at 2:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 
3:30 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.

Enjoy a mindfulness meditation exercise followed 
by beautiful images & calming music.

By Jamie Jaegers
Lead Coordinator, Community Resources

Do you lead a group, club, or committee at 
Riderwood? Anything from a small bridge game, to 
a medium-size social or discussion group, from a 
specialized committee or working group to a large-
scale entertainment group – Community Resources 
needs to hear from you! The Community Resources 
Team is finalizing an updated Community Resources 
Handbook, which lists our public groups and clubs, 
and is a valuable tool for new and existing residents. 
We are also confirming that room bookings, group 
contact information, and MyErickson information 
is accurate.

Group leaders received a packet in cubbies 
that includes a group information form and the 
current description for your group. Please look 
this information over and return it to a Community 
Resources Coordinator ASAP. If you did not receive 
this information but think you should have, please 
contact a CR Coordinator (Jamie Jaegers in VSQ, 
Cibya Sam in TNC, and Lauren Mata in LSC). 

The Community Resources team is thankful 
for and proud of our Group Leaders who manage 
and drive these activities. We know and understand 
the hard work that goes into our groups, clubs, and 
committees and are happy to work with wonderful 
residents on the day-to-day details that facilitate 
these activities. 

Look for a new Community Resources 
Handbook in the first quarter of 2022!

CR seeking club and 
group info for handbook

• Saturday Night at the Movies will be showing 
the 2021 comedic drama Here Today (Rated  
PG-13; 1h 57m) on Saturday, December 11 at 
7:00 p.m., in Encore Theater. When a veteran 
comedy writer meets a New York street singer, 
they form an unlikely yet hilarious and touching 
friendship that kicks the generation gap aside 
and redefines the meaning of love and trust.
• Join Executive Director Gary Hibbs, 
Director of Finance Andrew Ferraiuolo, and 
Community Board Chair Eileen Erstad for the 
2021 Riderwood Business Plan Virtual Town 
Hall Meeting on Tuesday, December 7 at 
10:00 a.m. on Riderwood TV Channel 972 and  
www.riderwoodtv.com. You can also watch 
during rebroadcasts at 1:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 9:30 
p.m., or 12:00 a.m. It will also be available 24 
hours a day on the Riderwood TV website. 
• On Friday, December 17, the Environmental 
Book Club will be discussing the book How to 
Avoid a Climate Disaster by Bill Gates. The 
discussion will take place from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 
p.m. in the Lakeside Commons Card Room.
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Harvey Perlstein OG 11/23

Melvin Gollub PV 11/25

Michael Fisher KC/CT 11/26

With great sadness, we announce the passing 
of the following Riderwood residents:

Correction
In the November 22 Riderwood Reporter 

Newspaper, the “In Memoriam” section had 
Phyllis O. Vanden Berg incorrectly listed as 

having passed away, but she is alive and well. 
The Riderwood Reporter obviously knows that 
this was likely concerning to those who know 

her, so we are deeply sorry to Ms. Vanden Berg 
and her friends, family, and neighbors. Measures 

are being put in place to prevent similar issues 
from happening in the future.


